% by, © s G * - 


ANA AAA A 
AL, 9, 7 577 774 


＋. 


Cc 


1 

. 
* 0 
KI 
d 


/ 


Fd 


A 


28 TARTU 
: e 
. "Bs Fe e 3 
enn „ 
. | 
WW 2 7 W | 


5 


£ 


= 


D 


Fg rau ee 4. 


WON 


c 
C 


N k . ' \ , . . — ” N N 
N ö Nene . DOI AVON) | | MINTED 
. . 5 | * "Wh . ö a ; | 3 44 2 | IJ . 
. T1 0 . / 1 q * * &* a 5 2 ba 


* * 
« - 
*#4#+, 08 


Nen 
1 1 ) 
vs 
| 1 4 10 

} I N i 

N * 


> G Ws * 3% 
a, +» : __ \ 1 * 
%s " 2 
. i A 4 
> & * Ps OL "# | : 


: 
4 N , , 7 i 
rs 
PAY \ 4 * AAU 7 „ i" 7 ly 
N Anz Nl 11114 


SAM . 


_—_— — 


% by, © s G * - 


ANA AAA A 
AL, 9, 7 577 774 


＋. 


Cc 


1 

. 
* 0 
KI 
d 


/ 


Fd 


A 


28 TARTU 
: e 
. "Bs Fe e 3 
enn „ 
. | 
WW 2 7 W | 


5 


£ 


= 


D 


Fg rau ee 4. 


WON 


c 
C 


N k . ' \ , . . — ” N N 
N ö Nene . DOI AVON) | | MINTED 
. . 5 | * "Wh . ö a ; | 3 44 2 | IJ . 
. T1 0 . / 1 q * * &* a 5 2 ba 


* * 
« - 
*#4#+, 08 


Nen 
1 1 ) 
vs 
| 1 4 10 

} I N i 

N * 


> G Ws * 3% 
a, +» : __ \ 1 * 
%s " 2 
. i A 4 
> & * Ps OL "# | : 


: 
4 N , , 7 i 
rs 
PAY \ 4 * AAU 7 „ i" 7 ly 
N Anz Nl 11114 


SAM . 


_—_— — 


LES" 
La Belle Afemblee : 


BEING A CURIOUS 


COLLECTION 


OF SOME VERT 


Remarkable Incidents 


Which happen d to Perſons of the 
FIRST QUALITY in France. 


INT ERSPERS PD 


With Entertaining and Improving OssERva- 
TIONS made by them on ſeveral Paſſages 
in Hiſtory, both Ancient and Modern, 


Written in French for the Entertainment of the 
KING, and dedicate to him Cat 
(NM 


War C 
By Madam DE GCMEZ. N 


In FOUR VOLUMES. 
Adorn'd with CoPPER-PLATES. 
THE SEVENTH EDITION 


7 —— 
—— 


* 


— 


£ . © 2X 
Printed for Dax. , BaowxE, without Temple-Bar, 


"M DCC LIv. 


— 2 ey ůc „ ö 


„ 
1 
19 — 
= a 
IVY 
* TT» 


—ͤꝗ—p—¶ẽ—ñ.l.::̃ — ——— — 


EN —— ĩ — 


nr 


N 


—— 


8 —— 3 * 


4 
4 
4 
4 
2 
* 
4 
A 
fd 


La Belle Afſemblee : 


FLING A 
CURIOUS COLLECTION 
| ; O F 


Remarkable Ixc1peEnTs which happen tc. ; 
Perſons of the firſt Quality in France. 


1 


a N that delightful Seaſon of the Year, 
> when Nature throws forth all her Hoard 
a p) of Charms, and puts to ſhame the weak 
J Efforts of Art, ſix Perſons, united by 
(G75AYP their Underſtandings and Inclinations, 
and poſſeſſing every thing requiſite to ſet them above 
the Vulgar World, tir'd with the Tumult of a noiſy 
Town, made a Party to go and ſhut themſelves up for 


ſome time in a Country Houſe. The innocent Deli- 


cacies of a rural Scene ſeem'd indeed moſt proper for 
the Purity of their Pleaſures, and promiſed an addi- 
Vor. I. A tional 
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tional Inſpiration to the Productions of their Wit. The 
ſame Deſire reigning throughout this amiable Society, 
no Difficulty retarded the Effect; the Deſign was exe- 
cuted almoſt as ſoon as form'd. 


Tae Company was compoſed of two Men and four 


Ladies; but good God! how impoſlible is it to do 
Juſtice to their Characters] Thelamont and his admir'd 
Urania, Orophancs and his charming Felicia, could be 
equall'd only by each other : And indeed the Parity of 
their Diſpoſitions, and Sympathy of Soul, ſeem'd to 
prognoſticate that Heaven had ordain'd theſe two in- 
comparable Pairs to be united by Bands ſacred and in- 
diſſoluble. The ExpeQtations of a Happinels to which 
they all aſpired, was not attended with any of thoſe 
tumultuous Impatiencies which we behold in ordinary 
Paſſions; and which deform the Deity of tender Wiſhes, 
and render his Influence contemptible. They lov'd, 
"tis true, but without Extravagance: Modeſty and 
Virtue governing their Minds, govern'd alto their Ac- 
tions. Thelamont, with the moſt humble Reſpect, 
waited the bliſsful Hour which was to join his Deſtiny 
with that of the adorable Uramia; and Orophanes, too 
full of Honour to ſeek any other Method, endeavour'd 


ro employ the Time due to complete his Marriage 


with Felicia, in every thing which a pure and noble 
Paſſion could inſpire to pleaſe her. | 
Tur Objects of ſuch ſublime AﬀeQions ought not 
to loſe their Merit, and 'tis Praiſe enough to ſay, that 
they gave Birth to Loves, Which are the Wonder of 
the preſent Age, and may ſerve as Examples to ſuc- 
ceeding ones. | 
THELAMONT, to a Mind prudent and delicate, 
had a Greatneſs of Soul, and a ſuperior Loftineſs of 
Thought, which gave an inimitable Elegance to all his 
Words and Actions. Orophanes had Wit and Learning, 
and tho" it differ'd from that of The/amont, vet as their 
Principles were the ſame, the Diverſity of their Senti- 
ments only occafjon'd little Diſputes, which ſerv'd to 
make conſpicuous their ſeveral Excellencies, and gave 
a new Life to Converſation. Urenia and Felicia had 
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all the Reaſon in the World to expect Happineſs with 
Men who had ſuch exalted Spirits, temper'd with the 
ſweeteſt and moſt affable J iſpoſitions; nor was their 
Diſcernmentin the Choice they made of female Friends, 
leſs to be admir'd than in thoſe deſign'd for Huſbands : 
Camilla and Florinda, who from the Number of their 
Acquaintance were ſelected to be of this Party, yielded 
in Merit to no body but Urania and Felicia. 

Tusk fix Perſons, ſneh as I have attempted to 
ſpeak them, ſet out together on their little Journey, 
and in a ſhort Time arrived at the Retirement deſign d 
to afford a perfect Tranquilli y: The Houſe belong'd 
to Urania, who thinking true Happineſs conſiſted in 
having what was moſt uſeful adorn'd with native Sim- 
plicity, had not beautified her Country Seat with any 
Subtilties of Art, but only as it were aſſiſting Nature, 
had made it the moſt delicious Retreat that ever was. 
A great and famous River form'd the Canal of her 
Garden, beyond which lay a rich champaign Country, 
water'd by ſeveral little Streams. A Wood ſhady, 
thick, and kept in good Order, fill'd with Walks cool 
and ſolitary, ſhelter'd one Part of this agreeable Man- 
ſion, both from the rough Afaults of wintry Boreas, 
and Summer's ſcorching Heats. Thro' thoſe high-arch'd 
Meanders and refreſhing Groves you might for ever 
wander unprejudiced, uninterrupted, either by Sun, or 
Wind, or Rain: Here, ſafe from Injuries, of almoſt 
every kind, you might move ſtately on or lic reclined, 
indulging Contemplation, while all beſide was Hurry 
and Confuſion, A Parterre, graced with the ſweeteſt 
and moſt beautiful Flowers, charmed the Beginning 
andtheEnd of Day. An Orchard aad Kitchen-Garden, 
furniſh'd with all that might delight the Taſte, com- 
poſed Part of the C; and a Court-Yard, ſtored 
with thoſe Things moſt requiſite for Lite, compleated 
it. The Proſpect on every Side different, and always 
happily bounded, preſented to the greedy Eye a vaſt 
Variety of untaſted Pleaſures, which were for ever 
growing, for ever new. The Houſe of itſelf was nei- 
ther wildly great, nor diminutively ſmall, but commo- 

A 2 dious 


[ 4 ] 
dious beyond Expreſſion : It offer d not to View a 
Piece of pompous Architecture, nor was it furniſh'd 
with more Sumptuouſneſs than it was built, the Mag- 
nificence conſiſting only in the Neatneſs, Pleaſure, and 
Convenience of it. A noble Hall open'd to four Apart- 


ments, each of which being double, made eight; the 


Doors being ſo contriv'd, that they might be ſeparate 
or together, afforded vacant Rooms tor any whoſe 
Viſits ſhould be approv'd by this illuſtrious Company. 
In fine, if there was nothing /uperfuors in this beauti- 
ful Receſs, the moſt difficultly pleas'd muſt acknow- 
ledge there was nothing wanting. 


URANTA paid the Civilities of her Houſe in ſuch a | 


manner, as convinc'd her Friends of the Pleaſure ſhe 
took in receiving them: And tho' Thel/amont had been 
there ſeveral times before, yet the Pleaſure of ſeeing it 
free, and without Conſtraint, made him with more At- 
tention remark the Beauties ; and as nothing was capa- 
ble of affording him fo much Satisfaction as that which 
might be an Improvement of the Mind, he took notice 
with ar. Infinity of Joy, that what Urania had taken 
the greateſt Care in ſetting out, was a handſome large 
Cloſet, fill'd from the Bottom to the Topwith Shelves, 
richly lin'd and ſupported, and yet more graced with 
Books, the ſcarceſt, moſt neceſſary, and beſt choſen : 
He expreſs'd his Contentment by a Look lively and pe- 
netrating, which meeting with a Return from Urania, 
fll'd her whole Soul with that undeſcribable Rapture 
which we feel in an Opportunity of pleaſing what we 
love. You ſee, ſaid ſhe, with a becoming Smile, the 
Advantage which accrues from the having illuſtrious 
Friends! the Deſire we have of making ourſelves wor- 
thy of them, inſpires us with a generous Emulation, 
which leads us to praiſe-worthy Actions. I ſhould 
have thought my Houle intirely unfurniſh'd, it I had 


not fill'd Part of it with what might agreeably employ 


the Perſons I eſteem. You honour your own Choice 
in what you ſay, reply'd Felicia; but notwithſtanding 
that tis the Exceſs of your good Breeding which has 
made you addreſs fo obliging a Diſcourſe to the Com- 
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pany in general, yet I dare venture to aſſure you, in the 
Name of us all, that we, without Pain, will yield the 
Honour of it to him who is the real Inſpirer of it. We 
have too great a Value for his Wit, and the other 
ſhining Ornaments of his Character, continued ſhe, 
looking on Thel/amont,to be ignorant thatthe Sentiments 
and Condition of his Heart merit all the Attention of 
yours, I did not expect, anſwer'd The/amont, bowing, 
to have receiv'd a Compliment for that which 1s only 
due to the Excellence of Urania's Genius ; the Eſteem 
I have for it made me expreſs the Pleaſure [take in ſee. 
ing it always tend to that Which is /o//4; And as Reading 
is, according to my Opinion, a neceſſary Nouriſhment - 
to the Soul, I could not help looking on this Cloſet as 
the moſt beautiful and uſeful Part of the Houſe, and 
the moſt worthy of her who inhabits it. However that 
be, ſaid Uranic, twill help us to paſs away the Time 
we have agreed to tarry here. When our Converſation 
begins to languiſh, hither we'll repair for Aſſiſtance. I 
am perſuaded, cry'd Orophanes, that it will be a long 
Time before our Curioſity will be gratified with what 


+ this Repoſitory of Wit and Learning contains, if we 


ſtay till we ceaſe giving Attention to what you ſay. — 
Therefore my Advice is, that we lay ourſelves under a 
Law to come and ſpend two Hours here every Day, 
and that all in a mutual Silence take up what Book ſhall 
pleaſe us beſt, and then communicating the Subjects we 
haye been reading, make either a Diſſertation or a Cri- 
ticiſm—to dedicate this Place to the Actions, great or 
gallant, which theſe Books or our Memories ſhall fur- 
niſh us with. I approve of the Deſign, ſaid Camilla, 


with an amiable Sprightlineſs, all but what relates to 


the Silence.—As I ſhall be the firſt to break it, I ſhall 
be glad to prevent a Law being made, which I am 
well aſſur'd is not in my Power to obſerve: When I 
am in a Rapture with ſome beautiful Paſſage, I muſt 
immediately ſpeak. I muſt repeat it aloud—and point 
out the Beauties of it with an Earneſtneſs (with which 
I am ſometimes reproach'd) ; if I were to be debarr'd 
of this ſo great a Pleaſure, I ſhould grow ſtupid. 
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Tux Company laugh'd heartilyat this little Sally of 
Camilla's Wit, and to ſatisfy her, as well as not to de- 
prive themſelves of the Pleaſure of hearing her ſpeak, 
forbore the Inftitution of the Law they had intended to 
impoſe on themſelves. After which they agreed to di- 
vide the Day into three Parts : The Morning was ap- 
pointed for the Ladies to paſs as they thought proper ; 
from Dinner they were to repair to the Learned Cloſet, 
as being toowarm forwalking ; and the reſtof the Day 
till Supper was to beemploy'd either in telling ſome Sto- 
ry, or making their ſeveral Remarks on ſuch new Pieces 
as were publiſn'd either in Verſe or Proſe. Supper ended, 
they were torefreſh their Minds with an intire Liberty 
of following their own Inclinations. Nania approv'd 
of this Regulation, only deſir'd her Friends would agree 
not to oblige thoſe who might happen to viſit her, to 
be ſubject to their Laws, all the World, added ſhe, not 
being of a Humour to ſpend their Time as wedo. 

1 415 being complied with, they left the Cloſet, to 
view thoſe Parts of the Houſe'which yet they had not 
ſeen, which, notwithſtanding its Smallneſs, for a Wo- 


man of Urania's Eſtate and Birth, was ſo well manag'd, 


ſo compact and regular, that one could not be tired 
with admiring it. Camilla and Florinda being unwil- 
ling to ſeparate, deſired they might be lodg'd in one 
Apartment: Thelament and Orephanes did the ſame ; 
and Urania never parting from her dear Felicia, would 
needs have her take ſhare of hers : So that by this 
Means there ſtill remain'd more Rooms than Urania 
could poſſibly expect Company to fill. 

Tuksklittle Employments having taken themup till 
Dinner time, they ſat down to Table, which was ſerv'd 
according to the Syſtem Urania had form'd for her 
Oeconomy; that is to ſay, without Profuſion, but with 
a Neatneſs and Delicacy preferable to Magnificence. 
This, the neceſlary, but leaſt pleaſing Requiſite of Life, 
over, they reſolv'd to begin what they had defign'd by 
retiring into the Cloſet; and eachof them having taken 
a Book moſt ſuitable to their Taſte, or the Situation of 
their Mind, a Silence unenjoin'dreign'd for ſome Time 

| in 
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in this agreeable Society: But Camilla, not able to re- 
ſtrain the Fire of her Temper, was the firſt that broke 
it, by crying out, Here's a Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 
Cyrusthat charms me above all things] have ever read. 
J place that great Prince above 4/zxander, who, not- 
withſtanding his excellent Qualities, has always given 
way to his Paſſions, without Regard to his Glory, or 
the Immortality that he aſpir'd to; but Aenophon paints 


_ Cyrus ſuch as all great Men ought to be: This Hero, 


always a Warrior, always a Conqueror, has never ceas'd 
being wiſe, his Conqueſts have not authoriz d his Weak- 
neiles: Abſolute Maſter of innumerable Nations, he has 
not thought himſelf permitted to do a cruel or an unjuſt 
Thing, more than the meaneſt of his Subjects. This 


Prince, whoſe Virtue equall'd his Valour, after having 


ſubdued the moſt warlike Nations, having done enough 
to aſſure his Glory, is inform'd that the moſt beautiful 
Princeſs in the World, the virtuous Pantbea, is his Pri- 
ſoner ; he refuſes to ſee her, orders her to be ſerved 
with all the Honours due to her Rank and Merit, with- 
out once venturing to expoſe his Heart to her Looks, 
for fear of being conquer'd by a Paſſion which might 
influence him to ſomething unworthy of that Character 
he had ran thro' ſo many Dangers to obtain. I'm con- 
vinc'd that if Panthea had borne the ſame Reputation 
as Thaleſtris or Cleopatra did, this great Prince would 
not have dreaded an Interview; his Virtue would have 
been a ſufficient Guard againſt the Power of Beauty 
alone: But the Prudence of Panthea being more to be 
tear'd by him than her exterior Charms, he ought to 
imagine, as he did, that the Knowleage of that would 
be the Loadfſtone to attract his Soul; it being almoit 
unavoidable, but that the moſt virtuous of Men ſhould 
be charm'd with the moſt virtuous of men. 

Tre Remark of Camilla is very juſt, faid Thela- 
ment; and 1 believe to know Men well, one ought ra- 
ther to judge of em by the Inadvertencies they avoid 
falling into, than by the great Actions they have done. 
Love, Hatred, Avarice, or Ambition, may ſome- 
times hurry us on to wonderful Undertakings for the 
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n of our Deſires; yet are thoſe Perſons, 


thus inſpir'd, more ignoble in their Sentiments than 
the poor Cottage Hind, that has no farther Proſpect 


than his Sheep-hook.—The moſt cruel Tyrants have 


not been without ſome Virtues ; but when, from what 
would incline vs to be vicious, we extract an exalted 
Wiſdom, tis then, with Juftice, we acquire the Name 
of Great. The Monarch you have been ſpeaking of, 
would have been far leſs blameable in loving Panthea, 
than Alexander was in giving way to the Violence of 
his Temper, when in his Wine he murder'd Cys. 
But I think we need not trace Hiſtory for an Example 
of this Grandeur of the Mind.—A Prince of our own 
Time may be ſaid to excel, in Moderation, all who 
have gone before him, and eclipſes the Memory either 
of Cyrus or Alexander, by one ſingle Action, — This 
Prince — feaſted his whole Court, and drank 


enough to make him do ſomething beneath the Royal 


Dignity, in the Morning remembering it, was ſo an- 
gry with himſelf, that aſſembling the ſame Perſons, he 
made ap Oath in their Preſence, never more to taſte a 
Liquor which might, tho' but for a Moment, place 
him in the ſame Rank with common Men. This, ad- 
ded Tkelameont, is alone to be term'd real Virtue, to 
know our Failings, and to mend them, when we have 
the Power to perſiſt in them with Impunity ; this is to 
be truly wiſe, and we may hope for every thing from 
a Prince who thinks and acts in this Manner. 

"T's true, rep ly'd Forirda; but I won't allow that 
Love, when juſtly piac'd, is a Defect in a great Man; 
it don't ſeem to me, that to be a Hero, and at the ſame 
time conſcious of that tender Paſſion, are incompatible, 
No, doubtleſs, ſaid Felicia; but then to make theſe 
two Titles of Hero and Los er agree, the Perſon muſt 
love in the Manner Urania directs, —If the will oblige 
us ſo far as to read the Copy of that Letter ſhe writ to 
Beliſa on that Subject, you will be convinc'd that Lowe 
may be a Companion for the molt exalted Virtue. In- 
deed, anſwer'd that Lady, you are going to expoſe 
me to a ſevere Criticiſm ; and I have good Reaſon to 
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fear that what your Friendſhip alledges in my Favour, 
will rather turn to my Confuſion than the contrary, 1 
have heard much Talk of that Letter, ſaid Camilla, 
and, according to all Appearances, it is well worthy 
our Attention. For my part, added Orophanes, I was 
preſent at the Converſation which occaſion'd it, and 
ſhall hear it read with a vaſt deal of Satisfaction. I am 
entirely ignorant of it, ſaid Thelamont, and am very 
much touch'd at the Unconcern of Urania, which has 
hitherto prevented her from letting me know her 
Thoughts on a Paſſion which ſhe ſo well knows how to 
inſpire. You were abſent, replied ſhe, ſmiling, and I 
had ſo many things to ſay to you at your Return, that 
I could not find in my Heart to interrupt them for a 
Matter of ſo little Conſequence. You have obligingly 


excus'd yourſelf, ſaid F/orinda, but you ſhall ſubmit 


to the Law; and ſince the Sun gives us leave to enjoy 
the Pleaſure of your Gardens, my Opinion is, that we 
go to the Banks of that beautiful River, the Proſpect 
of which is ſo enchanting to my Eyes, that its refreſh- 
ing Coolneſs, join'd to Urania's Diſcourſe, may make 
our Pleaſure compleat. | 

ALL the Company approv'd of Florinda's Advice; 
they repair'd to the Water fide, where Urania having 
cauſed Seats to be brought, every Body placed them- 
ſelves, and by the Silence they kept, ſhew'd the Deſire 
they had to hear her; when ſhe began thus: Before I 
read the Letter, ſaid ſhe, which we have been talking 
about, I ought to let you know that Felicia and my- 
ſelf were invited to ſpend a Fortnight at Bellſa's: As 
ſhe is a Perſon extremely worthy our Eſteem, the Par- 
ty was very agreeable to us. We went, but at our Ar- 
rival were intorm'd, an Affair of the higheſt Import- 
ance had call'd her ſuddenly into-the Country; but that 
ſhe had deſir'd we would not deprive Julia, her Neice, 
of our Company, fince ſhe had left her on purpoſe ta 
receive us. Julia is one of the moſt engaging young 
Ladies on Earth, and has a very fine Underſtanding ; 
ſo that we made no Difficulty of complying with Beli- 


have 
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have taken that Journey on her Account only. She 
failed not to welcome us with all her Charms, and as 
ſhe is not only generally admir'd, but has alſo an ex- 
cellent Taſte in her Converſation, we found good Com- 
pany of both Sexes with her: The next Day it was in- 
creas'd by the coming of Damon and Orophanes: (I be- 
lieve you know Damon, and that his Character has not 
eſcaped you.) No, doubtleſs, anſwered Camilla, he 
is one of thoſe who deceive us: He talks as if he had 
Wit, and really has it on ſome particular Subjects; but 
when we enter into him, we immediately find we have 
been in an Error, and that it is to his Opinion being 
always contrary to that of other People, and to the vio- 
lent Manner in which he enforces his Arguments, that 
he owes the Attention which is ſometimes given him. 


This Damon, reſumed Urania, as you deſcribe him, 


was the Occaſion of a very warm Debate among us; 
of which ſome of the Company having inform'd Be/i/a, 
ſhe ſent me Word, that to make her tome Amends tor 
her not being able to partake in our Amuſements, I 
muſt write her Word for Word the Diſpute J had with 
Damor: On the other hand, being ſollicited by Oro- 
Fhanes and Felicia, who were afraid, as they ſaid, of 
forgetting the greateſt Part of what I had urg'd, I found 
myſelf obliged to make a ſort of a Work of a Diſcourſe 
that I had thought little worthy of their Remembrance. 
This is it, added ſhe, and I wiſh the Tediouſneſs of it 
may not make you repent of your Curioſity, 


Letter by way of Diſſertation on Love. 


To BEL IS A. 

OU avill oblige me, engaging Beliſa, to put down 

in ewriting achat I ſaid the other Day at your 
Houſe in the Behalf of Lowe : Your extraordinary Virtue 
gives great Weight to the Argument I have preſumed to 
maintain, ſince I am ſure you'll own you ſhould have 
lev'd with greater Tenderneſs than any one, could you 
have found an Ol ject worthy of an Affection ſuch as yours 
Wwou d have been; this is enough for me to gain the Vic- 
tcry 
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tory over my Adverſary. 1 maintain then, with more 
Authority than ever, that the Poets have deſcribed Love 
as a God, on purpoſe to give us an Idea of his Purity: 1 
allow indeed, that it betokens an abſolute Power, but 1 
cannot agree that the Dominion of that God is capable of 
perverting Virtue into Vice, fince I place the Merit of 
Love in the very contrary to ſuch a Metamorphoſis. 
According to my Notions of that Paſſion, it is more apt to 
' refine our Morals than corrupt them; this is what 1 
hall demenſtrate to you, in the Sequel of that Controverſy 

* you command me to relate, Orophanes Having begun a 

2? Diſcourſe on the Corruption of the Age, and the little 
Care thiſe Perſon:, whoſe Buſineſs it is, take to reform 
it; Damon, as much a Brute in his Inclination: as Un- 
derſtanding, preſent y accuſed Lowe as the ſole Cauſe of 

| the various Irregularities common among Mankind : That 
| Paſſion, ſaid he, deflroys Converſation, is the Bane of 
all Society, poiſons the Soul, and quite debilitates the no- 
bler Faculties; when once a Heart is poſſeſt'd of it, ons 
does nothing but with Deſign, one makes no ſcruple of 
violating all the Ties of Affinity and Nature, deſpiſes all 
Laws both Human and Divine, and I compare a Man 
in Lowe to a Beaſt both ſtupid and weracious. O hor- 
| rid! cried I, unable to contain myſelf, what a Monſter 
do you make of the tendereſt and 5 of all the Paſſions f 
| Are we to impute the Diſorders of a vicious Appetite to 
Lowe? All Men are born to be what they are; wwe 
every Day ſee that the ſewereſt Education, and moſt wir- 
tuous Examples, cannot reform a Mind propenſe to Ill ; 
abe perceive the little Progreſs it makes in Wiſdom, from 

its tendereſt Infancy; and when it comes to be its own 
Maſter, by its Actions diſcovers what only the Fear of 
Reproof had «made it hide. This is the Ground of Vice, 
and if ſuch a Mind be inflaincd with Lowe, that Paſſion 
awill indeed become the Monger which Damon has juſt 
now deſcribed. Ii is not therefore Love which leads to 
Vice, but the Soul's firſt Tendency to Vice corrupts the 
 Greſt it entertains. On the contrary, a Perſon born 
* evith à natural Diſpoſition to Virtue, will improve his 
Education and Examples; _ when ſubdued by Love, 
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it but flrengthens the Principles he before adhered to.— 
He ſeeks to pleaſe the darling Obje only by Methods 
evhich Juſtice teaches him. Lowe truſts him with his 
Torch only to enlighten and make more conſpicugus the 
Noblenefs of his Genius: Diſſimulation, Self- Intereſt, and 
Envy, are unknown to him. — A noble Lowe, continued 
J, is ſo far from deſtroying Society, that it renders Con- 
ewerſation more agreeable ; it faveetens the rougheſt Tem- 
per, enlightens the dulliſt Mind, and finds Ways to ſoften 
th: moſt Savage Soul: Without Lowe the World had ſtill 
remain'd in Chaos; faba, Lowe alone rais'd it from 
thence, and it is Lowe alone preſerves it from returning 
to it again.—How then can a Paſſion fo neceſſary to the 
Conſiſtency of the whole Univerſe, be accuſed of the Diſ- 
orders of the Manners, — Damon without doubt confounds 


Luft with Lowe; the firſt leads Men into the moſt enor- 


mous Crimes, the other frequently brings em out. How 


often have cue ſeen Men, whom Time, Opportunity, and 
all Company hade drawn into the moſt pernicious Plea- 


ſures, and wha, abandoning themſelves to the Fury they 
are poſſeſſed with, Ay from Objects to Objeas without « 


Choice or Reflection, on @ ſudden quit all this for Love! 
Had they more Vices, all would vaniſh at Sight of 
that Charmer, which Wiſdom throws in their Way as 
a Bank neceſſary to oppoſe the Impetuoſity of their Liber- 
tine Tempers.—T hey look back on their paſt Conducts with 
Shame, and the noble Ambition of renaring themſelves 
evorthy of what they love, gives them at the ſame time 
that of burying in Oblivion the Debaucheries in which 
they have been plung'd; this is the Power of true Love: 
All that is ſubſerwient to the Government of the Senſes 
7s not Love, but Luſt the Immortal Being has done no- 
thing for us but thro Love! Friendſhip, which unites 
Mankind, is Love: It changes its Name only by the 
Difference of Sexes ; but then, as I have faid before, it 
muſt not be the Senſes which direct Love, but Love the 
Senſes. I ben I ſpeak of Men, I mean Mankind in ge- 
neral; ſa that the weak and timorous Sex is compre- 
bended in my Diſcourſe, and will add another Argument 
ta thoſe I have already ventured ta urge, by their being 


oblig'd 
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oblig'd conſtantly to ſtudy the Laws of Virtue. Let a 


young Virgin, brought up in Innocence, be ever fo much 


frgn'd her, you'll ſe her refift her Paſſion as flrenuouſly 


ſhe knows nothing of ; ſhe withſtands the Progreſs of her 
called Modeſty—but let her be onee united to him in a 


( 13 ] 
charm'd with the Merit of the Man Heawen has de- 


as poſſible; but Fear and Baſhfulneſs are the only Mo- 
tives of ſuch a Combat.—She is ignorant of what Sin 
is, therefore her Heart cannot revolt againſt that which 


Paſſion only thro a Prejudice of Education, which is 
lawful Manner, her Paſſion throws off all Diſguiſe, ſhe 


oxwns ſhe loves, owns it without bluſhing, avows her 
Flame, nay, glories in the Confeſſion. Can ſuch an Al- 
teration happen in Vice] does any one boaſt of a Crime 
they have been guilty of ? no ſure: Yet this Woman, bred 
up in the ſtricteſt Virtue, can ſay, I love the Man wha 
is become my Huſband. Therefore Love in itſelf is wir- 
tuous; for if it were a Crime, tæuould be ſo always, nor 
cou'd a Ceremony only inſtituted to reſtrain Mantind take 
off of its Deformity. — If our Intemperance disfigures the 
native Innocence of the God, tis our Fault, not his ; the 
Doctrine corrupts not the Diſciple, but the Manners of 
the Diſciple often ſbames the Doctrine: Heawen is not 
to be blamed for our Sins, neither is Love for our Extra- 
vagancies—it has made Heroes of thoſe who before were 
Tyrants; and of all the Paſſions tis the only one which 
is compatible with Wiſdom; th: Heart is made to be en- 
ag d, but then it ought to be wwith the Love I hawe 
; $2 deſcribing ; that which Damon has ben ſpeaking 
of, being only the Irregularity of Nature, which by the 
Aſſiſtance of Reaſon may be overcome. Thus, wiſe Beliſa, 
1 finiſh'd my Diſcourſe, the Length of which I was a- 
fraid had tir d the Company; but Orophanes, whoſe 
Morals render him well worthy the Eſteem you have for 
him, flatter'd me agreeably, by aſſuring me in the Name 
of the Company, that they were all, except Damon, of 
my Opinion. Charming Julia, by a Prejudice of Educa- 
tion, did not dare to applaud me openly for having ſaid 
fo much on the Praiſe of Love; but one of her intelligi- 
ble Looks, which ſhe ſo well Rnoxws how to dart, con- 


winc'd 
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vinc d me of her Approbation. Damon alone continued 
in his Error, and let me knouav, that he look'd on me as 

a Perſ n aubiß Commerce was dang:rous: He auent azvay 
with a Diſjati:fation which for ſome time diverted us; 
; after wu hich wwe made ſome farther Reſflexions on what 
| I had been talking about, and then parted very much re- 
gretting your Abſence. Julia undertook to write you our 
Converſation, and as 1 did not expect you would hawe 
deſired to have known it from me, took no further Care 
than to aſſure you, that no body has more Impatience to 
fee you, than 


r 
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Tour moſt faithful 
# URANIA. 
URANIA had ſcarce done reading, before the whole 


Company ſeem'd to endeavour to outvie each, other 
which ſhould give her the greateſt Applauſe - But 7 þe- 
lamont looking on her with Eyes in which was writ his 
Paſſion, Indeed, ſaid he to her, you muſt own you 

have been to blame in naving ſo long depriv'd me of , 
| the Pleaſure which [ have now ſhar d with the Compa- 
; ny; but however d ſobliging your Diſcretion has been 
| to me, I can't help ſaying, that I think Damon very 
{ happy in being the Occaſionof ſo polite a Work. 'i'hat's 
true, ſaid Florinda, and it muſt have been only a Man 
ſo tenacious of his own Opinion as he is, who could 
| have denied aſſenting to Arguments ſo convincing. As 
1 for me, added C.::i//a, they haie had ſuch an Effect 
on my Heart, that I know not by what Meaſures to 
defend it, if I were addreſs'd to in the Manner Urania 
has expreſs'd. You very well deſerve it, rcply'd Fe/z- 
cia, but it muſt be own'd there are but ſew Pafiions ſuch 
as thoſe ſhe has deicribed, and na, anita has ſhew'd 
her Wit at the Expence of Probability. I won't allow 
that, beautiful Felicia, laid O, ophanes, but will main- 
tuin, even againſt you, that there are ſtill Men capa- 
ble of a virtuous Paſſion. Doubtleis, cry'd Thelamoat, 
alittle warmly, and I can't ink Urania began this 

Diſpute without believing that there are Men ſuch * 

| me 
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ſhe would wiſh em to be. I do not deny it, anfwer'd 
ſhe, and at the ſame time a roſy Bluſh ſpread itſelf all 
o'er her lovely Face, and I confeſs that my own Paſſion 
made me imagine I had really found one capable of re- 
turning it in the ſame Manner. Thelamont had all the 
Senſe he ought to have of ſoobliging a Diſcourſe and 
had itnot been for the Preſence of their : riends, would 
have thrown himſelf at her Feet to have thanked her for 
the Juſtice ſhe had done him. Felicia, perceiving he 
had a Deſire to ſpeak to her without being heard, pro- 
pos'd walking, to give him an Opportun'ty of pouring 
forth ſome part of thoſe tender "Tranſports which it 
is not poſſible always for a Lover to refirain without 
Pain. Come, ſaid ſhe, we muſt not hinder Thela- 
ont from giving his Opinion of Urania's Work.—At 
theſe Words they all roſe, and the o'crjoy'd Thelamont 
took his adorable Urania by the Hand, which gave the 
equally enamour'd Orophanes an Opportunity of doin 
the ſame to Felicia, while Camilla and Florinda fol- 
low'd Arm in Arm. Thus, without ſeparating, every 
body found themſelves according to their Inclinations. 
I am the happieſt of Men, ſaid Thelamnnt to Urania, 
as he led her, if what you have been ſaying has any 
relation to me. My Deſtiny is moſt glorious if I may 
flatter myſelf that you know me well enough to believe 
that you have inſpired mewith allthe Sentiments which 
you wou'd wiſh the Man to have, who declares himſelf 
your Lover. I aſſure you, reply'd Ur-nia, that in 
drawing the Picture of a pure and perfect Paſſion, I 
had you alone in view—the Footing we're upon, leaves 
no room to diſſemble my Inclinations, my whole Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in the Delicacy of yours, and I thought 
I ow'd them this Acknowledgment of telling you, I 
know the Value of a Heart, of which | flatter myſelf I 
am the Miſtreils—You ſee, Thelamont, continued ſhe, 
more gravely than before, I ſpeak to you with the Con- 
fidence of a Woman who has given her Promiſe; but I 
conjure you to remember that the Ceremony is {till 
wanting, which muſt authorize my Vows; therefore 
defire you will defer till then the Anſwer which I per- 
celve 
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ceive you are about to make me. No, Madam! cry'd 
Thelamont, to how immenſe a Height ſoever you carry 
my Happineſs, the Raptures you inſpire ſhall never ex- 
ceed the Bounds of that reſpectful Awe which the Pu- 
rity of my own Paſſions and your Virtue, impoſes on 
me.—But, divine Nania, added he, after alittle Pauſe. 
do not, till the ſolemaizingof that Ceremony you make 
me hope, - deprive me of entertaining you with the 
Sentiments of that Heart which you are ſo good toown 
you have ſubdu'd. I give you leave, ſaid ſhe, when 
any Occaſion offers, without Offence to what we owe 
the Company; and 'tis even now time to make the Con- 
verſation general hear a Diſpute between Felicia 
and Orophanes, which makes me believe they want us. 
—T helamont ſigh'd at the Sentence, which put an End 
to his Happineſs for that time, but always reſign'd to 
ber Commands, they join'd Florinda and Camilla, who 
were already with Felicia. As ſoon as that beautiful 
Perſon ſaw Urania approach, Come, I beg you, ſaid 
the to her, and be Judge of a Diſpute I have had with 
Orophanes; he complains of my Indifterence, and 
threatens to try if Abſence won't make me more ſenſible > 
I maintain that this is the moſt improper Method he 
can take, and that if his Preſence can gain nothing on 
me, Abſence will make me forget him entirely. On the 
contrary, cry'd Orophanes, you'll then think of the 
Faithfulneſs with which I have ſerv's you, that Remem- 
brance will bring Regret, Regret mutt infallibly occa- 
ſion Senfibility you Il recall me, and then I ſhall be the 
happieſt of Mankind, You ſuppoſe then, ſaid Urana, 
ſmiling, that you ſhould be regretted? My very great 
Paſſion, anſwer'd he, and infinite Reſpect, aſſure me that 
Felicia, finding none of her Slaves more tender, or 
more ſubmiſſive, will be oblig'd todo me Juſtice, Truly, 
ſaid Thelamont, were I not perſuaded that you ſeek ra- 
ther to ſhew your Wit than make known your real Sen- 
timents, Iſhould prodigiouſly condemn you for having 
ſuch. Can a Man, poſleſs'd with a ſincere Affection, 
think of leaving the Perſon heloves? Will he hazard a 
real Bleſſing for an imaginary one? Inſhort, 'tis an Ex- 
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periment a faithful Lover can never make, nor indeed 
ought to attempt, ſince it argues Dither but a ſmall 
Share of Paſſion, or a very great one of Preſumption. 
As he ended theſe Words, they found themſelves 
over againſt the Houſe : As they were a going in, a 
Chaiſe and fix, attended by two Men on Horieback, 
came galloping after them into the Court-Yard—Ura- 
nia turning back to receive em, was agreeably ſur- 
priz'd to A that Beli/a and Julia, of whom they had 
been talking, alight from the Chaiſe ; but two Cava- 
liers, who immediately diſmounted to lend the Ladies 
their Hands, rais'd the Wonder of not only Urania, 
but of all the Company, nobody there knowing em; 
but in particular the youngeſt of the two attracted all 
their Admiration : he was tall, his Shape fine, grace» 
ful and eaſy, tho' rather inclining to fat than lean ; 
his Eyes the lovelieſt blue that ever was ſeen, bright, 
ſparkling, but ſoften'd with a Languiſhment not to be 
deſcrib'd, not to be reſiſted ; his Noſe proportion'd to 
his other Features; a Mouth on which a thouſand 


little Loves ſat ſportive, and ſeem'd to wanton in his 


Smiles ; beſides all this, he had a certain Air of Gran- 


deur, which ſpoke him of ſuperior Extraction, and of 


a Mind yet more exalted. He led Beliſa; Urania 
ran to embrace her, who after ſhe had return'd thoſe 
Marks of Kindneſs from her, and ſaluted the reſt of 
the Company, You are without doubt ſurpriz'd, dear 
Urania, ſaid ſhe, to ſee me take the Liberty of bring- 
ing to your Houſe Perſons utterly unknown to you ; 
but my Friendſhip will ſuffer me to conceal nothing 
from you. I come to communicate to you both my 
Griefs and Joys.—As theſe Gentlemen are the princi- 
pal Occaſions of both the Paſſions I have mentioned, 
I thought their Preſence neceſſary to what I had to ſay 
to you. Tis adding very obligingly to my Satisfac- 
tion, ſaid Urana, to give me this Mark of your Con- 
fidence, ard were I leſs inclinable than I am to re- 
ceive any thing that you have a Concern in, the Air 
and Appearance of the Perſons who accompany you, 


are ſufficient to gain the Eſteem of every body. 
| BELISA 
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BELIS then turning to the Cavalier who led her, 
Behold, ſaid ſhe, that 7 he/amont and Urania you have 
had ſo great an Inclination to be acquainted with, and 
the Character of whoſe Merits has made fo great an 
Imprefli-n on yon! I have not miſtook them, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd the charming Stranger, advancing to- 
wards Urania, the Impreſſion you ſpeak of, pointed 
them out to me. Then addreſſing himſelf in the moſt 
graceful Manner to The/amont. whoſe Arms were al- 
ready open to receive him, ſaid Things to both, which 
were their Due from every body, but which they ſel- 
dom receiv'd in that agreeable Faſhion as he knew 
how to pay.—The noble Pair return'd his Compli- 
ments with their uſnal Wit and Vivacity, and the 
Company being join'd, Beliſa and Julia receiv'd the 
Careſſes of Felicia, Camilla, and Florinda. Orophanes, 
who had been long acquainted with Be/;/a, was pre- 
ſented by her to the two Strangers, who neither of 
'em forfeited that good Opinion of their Underſtand- 
ings which their Phyſiognomies at firſt Sight had gain'd 
'em. He which ſeem'd the eldeſt of the two, notwith- 
ſtanding an Air of deep Melancholy, ſhew'd ſo much 
Gracefulneſs in all his Words and Actions, which, 
Join'd to a Form perfectly compleat and lovely, ren- 


der'd it impoſſible for him to be ſeen without bein 


admir'd. As for the Younger, whom Bella call'd by 
the Name of O»/2»:e5, there was a certain Conformity 
in his Mind to that of Thelamont, a Greatneſs of Soul 
and Sentiment, their Hearts united themſelves as tho? 
they had a long time been acquainted, and it may be 
ſaid, that Sympathy cut off the 'I'ime neceſſary to 
know each other perfectly. 

Ir not being near Supper-time, Ur-or7ia led the Com- 
pany to a Terraſs which c:mmanded the River, and 
from which there was a moſt delicious Proſpect; it 
was {urronnded with a great Number of graſſy Seats, 
placed near enough each other to afford thoſe who 
ſat on them an Opportunity of Converſation. After 
the Compliments uſual on theſe Occaſions; I don't ſee 
any body here, ſaid Beliſa, that will be an Interruption 
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to my informing Urania of ſo ne Adventures, in which 
I am ſure ſhe'll take a Part; therefore. ſince we have 
Time, I think l had beſt employ it in acquainting her 
with what brought me here, independently from the 
Deſire of ſeeing her. You will prodigiouſly oblige 
me, anſwered Urania, and I fancy that I ſee a cer- 
tain Air of Languiſhment in the Eyes of the agreeable 
Julia, that redoubles my Curioſity, and makes me 
believe ſhe has great Intereſt in what you are about 
to tell us. 

Your Penetration, dear Urania, ſaid Julia bluſh- 
ing, is ſeldom ata Loſs, and you have now gueſs'd ſo 
true, that I muſt intreat you will engage Bellſa to per- 
mit me to viſit the Beauties of this Place during her 
Diſcourſe. With all my Heart, cry'd Beliſa laughing, 
and tho' we ſhall be ſorry for your Abſence, yet we 
muſt diſpenſe with your hearing your own Hiſtory, At 
theſe Words Julia got up, and leaning on the Arm of 
the eldeſt of the Gentlemen, ſhe retir'd, ſaluting the 
Company with a moſt becoming Gracefulneſs— The 
other Stranger followed her a few Steps, and whiſ- 
per'd her; ſhe ſeem'd to anſwer him with Tenderneſs, 
after which he return'd to his Seat, his Preſence being 
neceſſary to make himſelf known to the Company; 
and Beliſa perceiving they attended for what ſhe was 
to ſay, addrefling herſelf to Urania, began thus. 


The Hiſtory of BERLISA, ORSAMES, and 


JuL1a. 


OU know, dear Urania, ſaid ſhe, that my Fa- 
mily has been of a diftinguiſh'd Rank, and that 

a great many conſiderable Places, as it were hereditary 
in our Houſe, have render'd it illuftrious ; Tho' yon 
are perfectly wellacquainted with me, yet I am oblig'd 
to 
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to remind you of theſe things, that you may the better 
enter into what I am about telling you. My Father, 
who had heap'd up great Riches, as well by his Em- 
ployments, as by ſeveral ſucceſsful Voyages, which 
Ships of his had made to the Indies, by a Wife, who was 
a very advantageous Match, left only one Son and my- 
ſelf. My Mother dying before him, he brought me up 
in a Nunnery, and took a particular Care in the Educa- 
tion of my Brother Dorantis, who, when he became 
a Man, was in general Eſteem. —My Father dy ing, he 
was left Maſter of himſelf and an immenſe Fortune, 
and had ſo great a Tenderneſs for me, that he thought 
of nothing but making me a Partaker in the Enjoy- 
ment of it. He took me home, and uſing me with a 
paternal Care, mix'd with a brotherly Affection, I liv'd 
in all the Happineſs of Tranquillity ; but Lowe ſoon 
intervened to ruffle this Calm of Life, and by its mo- 
mentary Sweets beguil'd me into the fatal Labyrinth of 
bitter and laſting Perplexities. My Brother had a Friend 
call'd Philintus, who had one of the moſt conſiderable 
Employments in the Naval Forces; he was advanc'd 
by his Courage at an Age when others only begin to 
ſhew it. This Philintus had a Siſter as dear to him 
as I was to Dorantes, She was a Widow of about 
twenty Years of Age, and had a Son two Years old, 
which ſhe was ſo paſſionately fond of, that her whole 
Care was in the bringing him up ; living altogether re- 
tir'd, receiving no Viſits, and ſcarce ſeen by any body 
but her Brother and her own Domeſtics. So melan- 
choly a Life (to diſſuade her from which, ſeveral At- 
tempts had been made, tho' in vain) was a ſenſible Af. 
fliction to Philintus: He was gay, gallant and a great 
Courtier himſelf, and could not bear his darling Siſter 
ſhould deny herſelf thoſe Pleaſures he had ſo great a 
Reliſh of himſelf. —Reſolving, therefore, to make one 
laſt Effort to draw her from a Solitude, which to him 
would have been ſo irkſome; and prompted, perhaps, 
by Sentiments which he did not think proper at that 
time to declare, he requeſted, that Dorantes and I 
would make her a Viſit in this Retirement me 0 

choſen, 
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choſen. As mnch a Lover of it as ſhe was, he ſaid, he 
was very ſure ſhe would receive us with that Civility 
the Rank we held in the World, and in his Eſteem, de- 
ſerv'd ; and it may be, added he, the Converſation of 
the charming Beliſa may induce her to come into the 


World again, if it were only to reap the Advantages 


an Intimacy with her cannot but afford. 

My Brother conſented with Pleaſure, and my Com- 
plaiſance for him made me find no Difficulty in it. 
Hitherto I had not perceiv'd that Philintus had any 
other Sentiments for me than thoſe of Friendſhip, the 
very great one he had for my Brother authorizing the 
Reſpect he paid me; and as nothing in the World 
could be more amiable than Phi/intus, I had a moſt ten- 
der Eſteem for him, without believing that my Heart 
would go further. We were in this Situation of Mind 
when we ſet out to viſit Arſeſne, which was the Name 
of Philintus's Siſter. During the Journey, my Brother 
defir'd him to give us a Deſcription of her, but could 
get nothing out of him but theſe Words: You fall ſee, 
and you ſhall judge. The Silence he obſerv'd whenever 
(on Purpoſe to draw ſomething from him) we told him 
we doubted not but ſhe was handſome, and the volun- 
tary Retirement ſhe had made from the World, gave 
us an Opinion ſhe was deform'd; and that, conſc.ous 
of her Imperfections, it was her Prudence which made 
her avoid appearing in a Town ſtor'd with Beauties. 
Prejudic'd with this Idea, we deſiſted aſking any far- 
ther Queſtions. | 

As he had given notice that he would bring Com- 
pany with him, we found, atour Arrival, every thing 
in Order for our Reception. The Pleaſantneſs and 
Magnificence of the Place merits the moſt elegant De- 
ſcription ; but I ſhall content myſelf with telling you, 
'tis one of the moſt delightful and noble Seats in the 
whole Kingdom, and that ſo many Beauties ſtruck our 
Eyes, that Dorantes and I, in ſecret, ſigh'd that it was 
not inhabited by an agreeable Perſon: But how great 
was our Surprize, When we ſaw Arſeſue, who waited 
for us in the midſt of her Women, on a ſtately _ 
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which muſt be paſs'd beſore you go to her Apartment! 
— To form any Idea of what ſhe was, one muſt ima- 
gine all that can be conceived of Perfection the moſt 
blooming Youth, the moſt delicate Complection, 
Eyes that had in them all the Fire of Vit, and Ten- 
derneſs of Lewe, a Shape eaſy and fine proportion'd 
Limbs; and to all this, a thouſand unutterable Graces 
accompanying every Air and little Motion. — Whether 
it was the Idea which we had form'd to ourſelves of 
her, which contributed to our Admiration, or whether 
it was only the natural Effect of the Charms of this 
beautiful Widow, but both of us were ſeiz'd with an 
Aſtoniſhment which render'd it impoſſible for ſome 
Moments, for us to pay thoſe Civilities which were her 


Due. Philintus, who heedfully obſerv'd our Looks, 
ſaw the Confuſion we were in with a ſecret Satisfac- 


tion; but diſſembling his Thoughts at that Time, he 
took me by the Hand, and preſented nie to his Siſter, 
who, by the Reception ſhe gave us, diſcovered ſhe had 
as great a Share of Wit as Beauty. Dorantes was 
ſo charm'd and tranſported with every thing he ſaw, 
that he had not Words to expreis himſelf; and never 
did I ſee him at ſo great a Loſs before.—In fine, he 
fell paſſionately in Love, and, wholly unable to conceal 
it, he ſpoke to me of it the third Day after our Arrival 
in that agreeable Place, and deſir'd me to hint it to 
Philintus ; his Paſſion having alſo inſpir'd him with a 
Timorouſneſs which render'd him incapable of being 
his own Advocate. Dorantis was too dear to me, 
and Arſeſne too charming, for me to refuſe ſuch a 
Commiſſion. I undertooi the Buſineſs, and accord- 
ingly entertained Philintus with the Diſcovery of his 
Sentiments the firſt Opportunity, which was not hard 
for me to find, he always ſeeming pleas'd when any 
offer'd to talk with me alone. — He received what 
J had to ſay to him with an Extaſy which gave me 
ſome Surprize, knowing the Diſintereſtedneſs of his 
Scul, and that it could not be for any Advantages he 
could expect in that Alliance, Arſeſue having a For- 
tune ſeparate from her Son, which might entitle her to 
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as great a Match. He aſſur'd me, that if my Bro- 
ther really cefir'd it, A. ue ſhould conſent to be his 
Wife—that he would anſwer all the Scruples her Re- 
ſerve ſhould make, and that there was but one Obſtacle, 
and that depended wholly on Dorantes himſelf to re- 
move. I preſs'd him with all imaginable Earneſtneſs 
to let me know what it was; but he excuſed himſelf, 
ſaying it was not a thing proper to be reveal'd to any 
but himſelf. This Anſwer prodigioufly ſurpriz'd me, 
but I forbore to aſk him farther, and left him at Li- 
berty to go in ſearch of Dorantes ; a few Moments 
after, I ſaw 'em walking together in the Garden, but 
would not interrupt them, and retir'd to my Apartment, 
waiting the Iſſue of their Converſation, which I doubted 
not but I ſhould be inform'd of by my Brother. Ac- 
cording to my Belief, as ſoon as he had parted from 
Philintus, he came directly to me, and ſeating him- 
ſelf by me; I oweevery thing to you, my dear Beliſa, 
ſaid he, finiſh what you have begun, and make me the 
happieſt of Men, by giving your Hand to Philintas, 
who adores you. I own to you, dear Urania, that 
theſe Words open'd my Eyes; at once I found the 
Cauſe of P//;ntus's Aſſiduity, and of my Eſteem for 
him: But hiding from Dorantes this Secret of m 

Soul, I made my conſenting to receive Ph:/intus as a 
Lover appear as an Act of Friendſhip and Obedience 
to him. As I had done ſpeaking, Philintus came into 
the Chamber with Arſeſue, whom he preſented to me 
as a Siſter, who would not be repugnant to his Deſires. 
I revoke the Promiſe which I have juſt now given, 
ſaid ſhe, embracing me, if the charming Beli/a is a- 
verſe to make my Brother happy. That of Dorantes, 
anſwer'd I, is too dear to me to retard it; therefore, 
lovely 4r/e/2-, I aſſure Philintus before you, that I 
accept the Heart he offers me. Philintus reply'd to 
what I ſaid in Terms to make me beheve the Silence 
he had hitherto kept had only made his Love more 
violent. Dorantes gave a thouſand Thanks to his 
dear Arſeſne, for fo early Acknowledgment of her 
Eſteem of him; and this double Union being — 

clude 
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cluded on, our Brothers thought of nothing but ac- 
compliſhing it, and thought it proper to return to 
Town, both of them deſiring it might be {olemniz'd 
in public. 
ARSESNE gave Orders about her little Son with 
all imaginable 'Tenderneſs, whom ſhe lov'd with a 
Fondneſs exceeding that which is ordinarily to be 


found in Mothers; and I believe would never have 


conſented to a ſecond Engagement, if ſhe had not been 
prevail'd upon by ſome conſiderable Advantages 
which Dorantes offer d to yield to him. 

ALL things being ready for our Departure, we were 
ſenſibly affected at the extreme Sorrow of Ar/z/ne, in 
parting from the young Or/ames, for ſo the lovely 
Babe was call'd; a thouſand times we ſnatch'd him 
from her Arms, and ſhe as often clung to him again : 
A Torrent of Tears accompanied the tender Things 
ſhe ſaid to him, and her Grief ſeem'd to riſe to ſuch a 
Height, that Dorantes and all of us begg'd her to take 
him with her. But her Reaſon getting at length the 
b.tter of her Fondneſs, ſhe would not conſent, judging 
the Change of Air might do him a Prejudice, which 
her Kiſſes and Embraces could not repair. The Wo- 
men, who had the Care of him, ſtrenuouſly oppos'd 
his being remov'd on this Score; ſo that ſummoning 
all her Reſolution, ſhe threw herſelf into the Coach, 
and made a Sign he ſhould be taken from her Sight. 
We followed her immediately, and ſet out melancholy 
enough for Perſons who thought they had ſuch Reaſon 
to be contented, But it ſeem'd as 1f that Sadneſs which 
poſſeſs'd us all, and which at firſt was only occaſion'd 
by the Sight of AM /e/ne, was a Prediction of thoſe Mis- 
fortunes which we were too ſoon to fall into. 

ARSESNE appear'd more chearful as ſhe approach- 
ed the Town; ſhe ſaid a thouſand obliging Things to 
Dorantes and me; and I was ſo extremely charm'd with 
her, that I thought myſelf no leſs happy in being ally'd 
to her, than my Brother did in becoming her Huſ- 
band. P-ilintus having no Houſe in Town, his Siſter 
was prevail'd on to make ours her Home, before the 
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Ceremony of Marriage ſhould give her the Title of 
Miſtreſs of it—and the intended Bridegroom being 
impatient for the compleating their Wiſhes, every 
thing was preparing for the Celebration of both Nup- 
tials with all the Expedition imaginable. 

Ar length the Eve to this great Day arriv'd, but it 
came only to overwhelm us with a mortal Affliction: 
Arſeſne was on a ſudden ſeiz'd with fo violent a Diſor- 
der, that ſhe was oblig'd to take to her Bed, You may 
be ſure there was no Aſſiſtance wanting: but, notwith - 
ſtanding all the Care that could be taken, her Diſtem- 
per became mortal in leſs than twelve Hours: She her- 
{elf was the firſt who perceiv'd it, and cauſing Doran- 
tes and Philintus to draw near the Bed, where ] before 
was ſitting, holding ber in my Arms; I ſee, ſaid ſhe, 
that Heaven will not ſuffer me to enjoy the Happineſs 
you are preparing for me. I aſſure you, added ſhe, 
taking his Hand, I ſhould have laid myſelf under an 
agreeable Law of contributing every thing in my Power 
to your Felicity; but ſince that cannot be, transfer to 
my dear Child the Tenderneſs you have for me, and 
give me the Satisfaction of believing, that in loſing à 
Mother, he ſhall gain a Father ——-————1 alſo beg, 
that my Death may not retard the Marriage of Be/i/a 
and P/ilintus. In ſpeaking this, ſhe embraced me ten- 
derly, and making her Brother approach ſill nearer to 
her, ſhe took our Hands, and join'd them: Remem- 
ber, reſum'd ſhe, a Sifter, who dying loves you with 
an Ardour beyond what is ordinarily found among Re- 
lations. Ph:/intns and myſelf were almoſt drown'd in 
Tears, but the Condition of Derartes was terrible; I 
thought ſeveral times he would have expir'd before 
her: He continu'd on his Knees at the Ped-fide, hold- 
ing one of her Hands, without being able to ſpeak one 
Word; but the Deſpair which appear'd in his Face, 
gave me juſt Cauſe to fear the Fffects. That amiable 
Lady finding herſelf at the Point of Death, and trou- 
bled beyond Meaſure at the Sight of his Grief, looſing 
her Arm from him, threw it round his Neck; Fare- 
wel, my dear Huſband; ſaid ſhe, I beg you will re- 
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move from hence—your Sorrow ſoftens me too much 
remember that my laſt Breath conjures you to live, 


for the ſake of him who I prize far above myſelf. _—— 


She then made a Sign that we ſhould all retire, being 
deſirous of 14. 

her Confeſſor, Who was all this while waiting in the 
Room. Dorantes was carry'd away in a SwOOn— 
Philintus follow'd him, endeavouring to mitigate the 
Tranſports of his Grief.—As for me, I know not by 
what Means I was convey'd to my own Apartment, 
where ſome time after I found myſelf on my Bed, near 
which Philintus ſate in great Affliction; and it was not 
without Difficulty he forced himſelf to tell me, that 
Arſeſue was juſt expir'd, and that her whole Body was 
cover'd with the Venom of her Diſeaſe, which no Re- 
medies had the Power to throw out. I immediately 
thought of my Brother; but he aſſur'd me that he was 
iurrounded by Friends and Servants, who were uſing 
all the Means they could invent for his Conſolation. I 
went to him, and found him in a Condition the molt 


deplorable that Grief has Power to reduce one to 


and it was near a Month before we could obſerve the 
leaſt Abatement of it—and if then, he ſeem'd to have 


thrown off ſome Part of the Violence of that Anguiſh' 


with which at firſt he was ſo fiercely agitated ; it was 
only that he might enable himſelf to execute the Com- 
mands of that lovely Perſon whoſe Loſs had occaſion'd 
it. By herlaſt Words, he was made Guardian of her 
Son, and Poſſeſſor of his Eftate till he ſhould come of 
Age: He therefore ſent down to the Country where 
the Effects lay, to make her Death and her Will known, 
and to aſſure her Servants that he would take the ſame 
Care of them as if ſhe were ſtill living. 
PHILINTUS would very fain have had my Brother 
concluded our Marriage; but he was yet too full of 
Affliction to endure the I houghts of a Solemnity which 
would more remind him of his own irreparable Loſs. 
That faithful Lover, however, was ſcarce ever from 
me; and in this time of a more intimate Converſation 


with him than I had permitted before I had S_—_— 
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of making him my Huſband, I diſcover'd a thouſand 
Virtues, a thouſand Beauties, which till then had 

aſs'd unheeded by me: Our mutual Tenderneſs at 
ength arriv d to that Degree of Perfection which makes 
Love immortal. 

Ir was near three Months after the Death of Arſeſue, 
that Dorantes, beginning to think there was ſomething 
due to a living Friend and Siſter, having paid an un- 
common Tribute of Sorrow to the Dead, gratify'd the 
impatient Sollicitations of Phi/ixtus with a Promiſe, 
that our Marriage ſhould be celebrated in a few Days. 
But Deſtiny ſeem'd to oppoſe his kind Intentions, and 
our Happineſs: He had ſcarce time to thank him for 
the Grant, before he receiv'd an Order from ſuperior 
Powers to embark immediately, the Fleet being ready 
to ſail on a ſecret Expedition. Here was no Room for 
Hope, no Poſſibility of gaining Time——judge of his 
Deſpair, and my ungovernable Grief the Dangers 
he was going to be expoſed to, made his Departure 
more afflicting; and never were Farewels accompany'd 
with greater Symptoms of Inconſolement on both Sides, 
Omens, alas! too ſure we ne'er ſhould meet 

He had employ'd the little time allow'd him 


again. 


in aſſigning his whole Eſtate to me (his little Nephew 


Orſames having a great one of his own) which, tho? 
it was a vaſt Addition to my Fortune, was likewiſe ſo 
to my Grief, becauſe it proved the Greatneis of my 
Loſs in him who had bgſtow'd it The Town grew 
hateful to me in his Abſence, and I deſired leave of 


my Brother to retire, and paſs ſome time in Arſeſus's 


Houſe: He willingly yielded to it, and recommended 
the young Maſter of it to my Care. When I 
came near that fine Seat, methought it ſeem'd ſtript of 
all thoſe Charms which had taken my Eyes when firſt 
I went; Arſſue being no more, the very Trees and 
fine Parterre before the Gate ſeem'd to bewail her Loſs, 
andlook'd neglected and forlorn. But at my Entrance 
every thing became dreadful, by the Trouble and Con- 
fuſion I found the Family involv'd in; which was oc- 


caſion'd, as they preſently told me, by the Flight 
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of Orſames's Governeſs, who had diſappeared two 
Days. 

Tur Hope of her Return, and Fear of my Brother's 
Anger, had hinder'd 'em from acquainting him with 
ſo afflicting a Piece of News, contenting themſelves 
with making a diligent Search for her over all the 
Country, This Accident renew'd all my Griefs; but 
thinking it proper my Brother ſhould be acquain:ed 
with it, I diſpatch'd a Meſſenger immediately, to 
whom this was as if 7-///aehad died a ſecond time. He 
made uſe of all his Intereſt at Court, and the Power 
his Poſt there gave him, and got ſevere Orders, which 
were ſpread through all the Provinces, againſt any 
Perſons who ſhould conceal Orſames or digina {that 
V as the Name of his Governeſs) and at the fame time 
prom'fing a great Reward to thoſe who ſhould bring 
any Information of them; but all Enquiries were in 
vain, they were gone paſt Reach, nor could we hear 
of any who had ſeen them. 

ABourT ſix Months after this Misfortune, my Bro- 
ther marry'd a young Lady of Quality, called Phile- 
tua, at firlt induc'd to it more by Ambition than 
Love; but the great Merits he found in her, ſoon 
zain'd her his tendereſt Efteem, and the Complaiſance 


the ſhew'd in talking of 4-//:e with the higheſt Re- 


gard, and continually wiſhing her Son might be found, 
that ſhe might be a Mother to him, won him ſo entire- 
Iv, that in a little time he had no Thought for any 
thing buther. She grew big with Child, and ſhe often 
ſaid ſhe wiſh'd it might be a Daughter, who, if Or/a- 
2-5 Was ever found, ſhould be his Wife. ——She was 
ready to fall in labour, when, to make me the moſt 
unhappy Woman breathing, News was brought of P/i- 
Entus's Death, who was one of the firſt Commanders 
kill'd in the Expedition he went upon. I fell extreme- 
ly ill; ſhe never quitted me Night nor Day, notwith- 
ſtanding her Condition; and it was to her Care, Ten- 
derneſs, and the Charms of her Wit, that I was in- 
debted for my Recovery. Derantes took all the ne- 
ccflary Precautions to make ſure to me the Eſtate left 
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me by Philintus. The agreeable Philemena was ſoon 
after brought to bed of a Daughter, whoſe Merits you 
are not unacquainted with, fince it is no other than 
Julia; and tho' I am her Aunt, think it not a vain- 
olorious Boaſt toſay, few are more amiable, or have a 
Wit more juftly deſerving Admiration Her Birth, 
in ſome meaſure, mitigated the Grief I had been 
plung'd in fince the Death of Philintus, —- Three 
Years thus paſs'd away, at the End of which Death 
depriv'd us alſo of my Brother; his laſt Requeſt to us 
was, that we would not deſiſt from purſuing, with the 
utmoſt Vigour, the Diſcovery of Or/ames's Fate; he 
made me, in particular, promiſe to ſpare nothing which 
might be conducive to that, and, if found, to endea- 
vour to unite him with Julia. 

Turs Loſs did not at all leſſen the Friendſhip be- 
tween Philemena and me, and the little Jalla was the 
equal Care of both till nine Years old; at that Age 
Philemena thought proper to deprive herſelf of the 
Pleaſure of her Company, by putting her into a Nun- 
nery to perfe& her in her Education She con- 
tinu'd there three Years, in which time ſhe improved 
ſo conſiderably in Beauty and Underſtanding, that her 
Mother reſolved to take her home again. Several 
advantageous Matches for her were offer'd us; but al- 
ways flattering ourſelves that we ſhould find Or /amrs 
again, we would not hearken to any Propoſals: Julia 
herſelf expreſs'd ſo great a Repugnance to being mar- 
ry'd ſo young, that it made us the more reſolute in our 
Refuſals . Our Enquiries after O-/ames were ſtil! 
carried on, without being able to learn any thing of 
him or his Governeſs, who we made no doubt was the 
ſole Author of his Loſs, tho' for what Reaſon we could 
not poſſibly gueſs — We had taken up ſome of her 
Relations, who, notwithſtanding long Impriſonment 
and varioas Examinations, could give us no Light into 
any thing, we thought ourſelves oblig'd to releaſe. 

Ix the mean time a Siſter of Or /ames's Father, with 
whom I was not in the leaſt acquainted, Ane her- 
elf having no Correſpandence with her, commenc'd 

B 3 a Law- 
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a Law-ſuit with me for the Effects of Or/ames and his 
Mother, the Direction of which was left me by my 
Brother in his WIIl.— This Lady whoſe Name was 
Armira, pretended that the Death of Orſames was ſuf- 
fictently prov'd by the Length of Time he had been 
loſt, and that his Eſtate ought to come to an only Son 
of hers.— The Suit was long and vigorous; I produc'd 
Arſeſne's Will, whereby the made my Brother Guar- 
dian to Or/azes ; and that of Dorantes, whereby he 
depoſited his Wealth into my Hands, expreſly forbid- 
ding me to part with it till there were certain Proofs of 
his Death: But as I could give none of his being liv- 
ing, nor Armira of his being dead, the Judges order'd 
that the Eſtate ſhould continue ten Years longer in my 
Hands; and if in that time Orſames did not appear, I 
ſhould deliver it up to Arimont the Son of Armira, and 


undoubted Heir of Orſames's Father, if that young 


Gentleman were really not in being. 
THis Decree no ways pleas'd her; and her Rage was 
{o violent, that ſhe fell mortally ill. Her Son who is 
the other of the Gentlemen who accompany'd me hi- 
ther, and is now with Julia, employ'd all his Care in 
endeavouring to recover her, but tonoPurpoſe. Preſs'd 
by a Remorle of Conſcience, one Day, as ſhe believ'd 
herſelf in the Pangs of Death, ſhe confeſs'd to him ſhe 
had been guilty of a Crime, which could only be ex- 
cus'd by her too great Affection for him; and then pro- 
ceeded to ſurprize him, with telling, that it was ſhe 
who had ſtolen away Or/ames, favour'd in that Deſign 
by his Governeſs to whom ſhe had given a conſider- 
able Sum of Money to trade with in the Indies, where 
ſhe had ſent her, and had never heard. from her ſince. 
Tuis Diſcourſe made the generous and truly noble 
Soul of Arimont ſhudder with Horror; but ſeeing her 
in a Condition which would not permit him to reproach 
her, he contented himſelf with telling her, he would 
never conſent to enrich himſelf with the Wealth of an- 
other; and that if Orſames was not found, what he 
ſhould enjoy of his own would afford him but little Sa- 
tisfattion, To theſe Words he join'd an Intreaty, that 
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ſhe would declare what ſhe had done before me, as 
Part of Reparation for the Injury ſhe had done in com- 
mencing a Suit againſt me, which was every way fo 
unjuſt. —It was with much ado ſhe was perſuaded to 
this; but the Interceſſions of her beloved Son, join'd 
to what ſhe felt in a late Repentance of her Crime, at 
laſt work'd the deſir'd Effect, and Arimont immediate- 
ly 9 a Meſſenger to me with a Letter; the 
Words were theſe : 5 6 


Mapau, 
E pleas'd ia come to Armira, avho is dying, no Time 
is to be loft: You ought to be inform'd from her 
Mouth of a Secret on which depends your Eaſe, and the 
Honeur of him avhofe higheſi Ambition is to merit your 


Efleem. 
ARIMONT. 


I xEctrv'd this Letter, dear Urania, continu'd 
Beliſa, the Day before your Arrival at my Houſe, 
which was the Reaſon I could not enjoy the Satisfac- 
tion of receiving you. I found 4rimont's Mother well 
enough in her Senſes to inform me thoroughly of all 
the Particulars of the Crime ſhe had committed to 
ſettle Arimont in the Poſſeſſions of her Couſin. I caus'd 
her Confeſſion to be taken in Form by a Lawyer ;. and 
her Heart being eas'd of ſo heavy a Burden, ſhe died 
with more Tranquillity than ſhe had liv'd. 

Tas Proceedings of Arimont, in this Affair, appear'd. 
to me ſo perfectly generous and difintereſted, that I 
took an Affection to him as tho' he had been a near 
Relation. I would not take my Leave till I hadengag'd 
his Promiſe to come and be with me as ſoon as he had 
Paid his laſt Reſpects to his Mother's Memory; which 
when he gave me the Performance of, I preſented him 
to Philemena, who had ſome time before retir'd herſelf 
to the Nunnery where Julia was brought up, having 
truſted her wholly to my Care and Tendernefs. She 
receiv'd him with the Applauſe which his late Action 
merited, and, as well as I, enter'd iato a Friendſhip. 
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with him, which he has not once given us Cauſe to re- 
pent. Poſſeſs'd of Armira's Confeſſion, the Effects of 


Orſames remain'd peaceably in my Hands without any 


further Trouble. We caus'd Letters to be writ to the 
Indies; there was neither Governor nor Commander 
of any Place that was not inform'd of the Name of 
Orſamet, and Deſcription of his Governeſs. He muſt 
then have been about ſixteen Years old. But all our 
Labours were ineffectual, we could diſcover nothing; 
= ſtill unweary'd with the Search, fix Years ſince have 
en ſpent in the ſame Uncertainty, till at laſt Fortune, 
or rather a peculiar Providence from Heaven, reſtored 
him to us, when we had almoſt bid adieu to Hope. 
Bur, continu'd Beliſa, the Night ſeems to be pretty 
far advanc'd, and as my Deſign in giving you this In- 
formation is rather to divert than fatigue, I think I had 
beſt defer the remaining Part of the Story till to-mor- 
row. Urania ſeeing her riſe, did the ſame as well as 
the reſt of the Company. Youleave off, Madam, ſaid 
Thelamont, in a Place that very much excites our Cu- 
rioſity, and I read in the Eyes of the Ladies, that they 
would prefer the Pleaſure of hearing you to the Sup- 
per that ſtays for them ; and the rather, becauſe we 
make no queſtion but that we have with us that O- 
ſames ſo dear to you. I he Inclination he has inſpir'd 
us with, makes us extremely deſirous of knowing his 
Adventures. This is not the leaſt Effect of the good 
Influence of my Stars, reply d Oiſames, and they ſeem 
by Degrees to lead me to a State of perſect Happineſs, 
As for me, ſad Urania, I have too much Concern 
for every thing that touches Bellſa and Julia, not to 
have ſome for your Fate, if your own Appearance 
did not intereſt me yet farther; and ] own I am very 
much griev'd at the Interruption of a Diſcourſe in 
which I foreſee you muſt of neceſſity be often men- 
tion'd. "Tis true, cry'd Camilla, and it even makes 
me melancholly, who am by Nature the reverſe. In- 
deed, added Crethanes, we ought not to permit Bg- 
liſa to defer the reſt of that agreeable Account ſhe 


has to give us, till to-morrow ; and I think we give 
a ſuf- 
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a ſufficient Proof of Self-denial, if we conſent t) ſup 
in our Impatience, without png the whole Night 
in a State of Inquietude. I am of your Opinion, ſaid 
Florinda, and Beliſa has put my Mind into fo great 
an Agitation, that I think her obliged to compoſe it. 
As I always take great Pleaſure, anſwer'd Beliſa, in 
contributing to yours, ſo you ſhall govern. 

As they walk'd during this Converſation, by the 
time it was ended they were in the Hall, where they 
found Julia and Amon jult going to ſend them word 
that Supper wa, ſerv'd in. I hey fat down to Table, 
and tho' the Entertainment was large enough to have 
detain'd them ſome time longer, yet the Impatieacc 
of hearing the Adventures of a Gentleman who ap- 
zear'd ſo amiable made them quit it in haſte, Julia 
babe but lately recover'd of a Hurt ſhe had receiv's, 
and not having perfectly regain'd her Strength, deſir'd 
ſhe might retire. O-/ames led her to the Apartment 
order'd for Be/:/a ; and as ſie was not inclinable to go 
0 Bed, and that rania's Women {taid with her, he 
remain'd there too, not thinking his Preſence neceſſary 
while Beliſa ſinith'd the Hiſtory ſhe had begun. In 
the mean time, the other Gentlemen and Ladies ſar 
attentively to hear it; which the agrecable B:/2 b. 
liged them in, in the following Words, ; 
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The Continuation of the Hitory of Orgs amrs 
and JULIA. 


1 Have already told you, /a:4 c, that fix Years 
were paſt ſince the Death of Arma, without our 
having been able to get any Information of Or/ame:, 
Philemena continued in her Retirement, having left her 
charming Daughter to my Care, who was fill unwil- 
ling to enter into any Engagement, and intereſted her- 
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ſelf as much as we could do in the Deſtiny of Orſa- 
mes. It is certain ſhe form'd to herſelf an Idea of 
him very like what he really is, and that was owing 
to a Picture of Arſeſne, whom he very much reſembles. 
—]t was to no Furpoſe therefore that a Croud of A- 
doreis were daily at my Houſe ; their Praiſes were 
irkſome to her, their Preſence uneaſy, and ſhe never 
reſted till ſhe prevail'd on me to rid her of their Perſe- 
cut:ons. Almoſt deſpairing of ever hearing of Or/a- 
mes, I would have infuſed other Thoughts, but ſhe 
ſeem'd bent to die a Virgin, if Fate denied her the 
Felicity of becoming his Wife.--So odd a Paſſion, 
and ſo firm a Conſtancy for a Man whom ſhe had never 
ſeen, and who in all Probability ſhe would never ſee, 
fill'd me with various Conjectures; I communicated 
them to her Mother, who on that Score, and no other, 
conſented to leave the Monaſtery. It is about a Fort- 
night ſince ſhe has been with me, and had ſhe not been 
prevented by a little Indiſpoſition, had given herſelf 
the Plcaſure of coming along with us. 

Sz diſcours'd her Daughter on that Head I have 
been ipeaking, but could get no other Anſwer from 
her than, that ſhe found not the leaſt Inclination to 
Marriaye, unleſs ſhe could fee a Man ſuch as ſhe ima- 
gin d d the Son of the charming Arſeſne mult be. It was 
in vain that Philemena repreſented to her, that all 
Children vere not like their Parents, and that if he 
were alive, and ſhould ever be known, which now 
was highly improbable, it was a thouſand to one if he 
reach d b many Degrees the Image ſhe had form'd of 
him in her Mind; ſhe ſtiil continued in her firſt Deter- 
mination, tc Ive and die as ſhe was. So ſtrange a 
Reſolution in a Creature ſo young, and of ſo compli- 
able a Temper in other Affairs, made us conſider it 
rather as an Impulſe of Fate, than an Obſtinacy of 
Diſpoſition; therefore reſolv'd to preſs her no farther 
but wait the Reſuit.—Time, which they ſay unravels 
all things, ſoon put a Period to our Wonder, tho' in 
a Manner which gave us freſh Occaſion for it. 

ABouT 


35 J 


ABouT ten Days ago Julia, attended by ſome of 


our Women, happen'd to be taking the Air in a very 
> pleaſant Wood adjacent to my Houle, where, being fa- 
tigu' d either with the uncommon Heat of the Day, or 
: wearied with walking farther than ſhe was accuſtom'd,, 
2 ſhe ſat down at the Foot of a Tree, and fell aſleep. The 


Women retir'd to a little Diſtance, to have their own 


Talk, but near enough to hear and ſee any thing that: 
might happen. 


She had not ſlumber'd long, when a 
Gentleman on Horſeback paſs'd thro' theſame Wood : 
As the Way he took led directly toward her, he could 
not avoid ſeeing her ; and finding her what ſhe really 


| 3s, he ſtopt, alighted off his Horſe, and was advancing 


near her, when her Women came up, and begg'd him 
not to wake their Miſtreſs. The Cavaliertold em that 
was not his Intention, but that he was only deſirous of 
contemplating near, what at a Diſtance he had been 
admiring. As he himſelf was of a Form to inſpire Ad- 
miration, and pronouncing theſe Words with a moſt 
becoming Gracefulneſs, my Women ſmiled, and had 
notthe Power of hinderinghim ſoinnocent a Felicity as 
that which he required; but finding in himſelf (as he 
has ſince confeſs'd) Emotions which might tranſport 
him beycndthe Bounds of Reaſon, he ſighing, ſnatch'd 


| himſelf from the Place, and after having aſked who 


* 4a rr 7 


ſhe was, ſaluted them, and thank'd them, he mounted 
his Horſe and retir'd, tho' ſlowly. My Women in the 
mean time wak'd Julia, and begg'd her to return to 
the Caftle, leſt this Adventure, which had hitherto di- 
verted them, might be attended with far different Con- 
ſequences : They told her what had paſs'd, and ſhew'd 
her the Cavalier, who every Step turn'd back to ob- 
ſerve her. She was very angry with her Attendants 
for not having wak'd ker, and thought them as impru- 
dent as the unknown Pei {on appear'd to be diſcreet. 
As ſhe walk'd homeward, ſhe found ſhe trod on 
ſomething, and ordering it to be taken up, they per- 
ceiv'd it was a PiQture-caſe enrich'd with Diamonds; 
Curioſity obliging her to openit, ſhe found itcontain'd. 
the Reſemblance of a Man perfectly beautiful. My Ser- 
| | B 6 4 Fants, 
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vants, who preſently imagin'd it was his who had juſt 
parted from 'em, were as aſſiduous as Julia in viewing 
it; when ſhe, who was wholly Joſt in the pleaſing 
Contemplation of Features which appear'd ſo charm- 
ing, was on a ſudden rouz'd from the delightfu! 
Dream; ſhe felt herſelf ſtabb'd in the Shoulder by 


 ſomebedy behind her, who at the ſame time ſnatched 


away the Picture with the other Hand, —She gave a 
great Shrick, which was eccho'd by all the Women at 
once; who notwithſtanding the Fright they were in, 
obſerv'd that the Blow had been given by a Negro 
Woman, who fled with an incredible Swiftneſs. But 
as Julia bled prodigiouſly, and was fainting away, 
ſome of em endeavour'd to bring her to herſelf, while 
others ran to the Caſtle for Help. All this was accom- 

anied with ſuch piercing Cries, that they were heard 
b the Cavalier ; who returning to the Place wherehe 
had left Julia, more haſtily than he had gone from it, 
beheld her in all Appearance giving up the Ghoſt, and 


the Negro Woman at a Diſtance making off. —He be- 


{.tated not what was beſt for him to do, but clapping 
Spurs to his Horſe, overtook her in a Moment, and 
finding the Dagger ſtill bloody in her Hand, together 
with the Picture, he made no queition of her Guilt; 
but ſeizing her with a furious Graſp, dragg'd her, ſtill 
galloping back. He brought her to F:/a, about 
whom, by this time, we were all got. —She was come 
to herſelf, and the Blood a littleitanch'd by the Linen 
which in that Hurry my Women had tore to bind the 
Wound, The Cavalier leap'd trembling from his Horſe 
without leuiag go his Prey, and approaching us, Ma- 
dam! ſaid he to Julia, this is the barbarous Wretch 
that has committed this execrable Action; ſhe belongs 
to me, and I give her up to you to ſuffer the moſt cruel 
Puniſhments; but ſure 1 am, there are none yet in- 

vented ſevere enough for the Foulneſs of her Crime, 
Tur Creature, as he was ſpeaking, endeavour'd to 
make her Eſcape; but was ſurrounded by our People, 
who tied her on the Unknown's Horſe, he being on 
his Knees imploring Julia not to impute the horrid 
De- 


Krb 


233-1 


Deſign of his Slave to his Commands or Aſſent. She 
look'd on him, as we were afterward inform'd, with 
all the Attention imaginable, but anſwer'd not a Word: 
As for Philemena and myſelf, we were in ſuch Afﬀic- 
tion, that we ſcarce had the Power of obferving him ; 
but at length his Griefs, and the {ubmiſſive Manner 
in which he ſpoke, obliging meto take notice of him. 
I was ſtruck at the prodigious Reſemblance I found 
between him and Arſeſae: His Youth, his Beauty, and 
the Gracefulneſs of his Addreſs, even in that Hour of 
Horror, touch'd me to the Soul.—All the Charms of 
Arſeſne, and the Love ſhe had for our Family, came 
freſh into my Mind; and methought it ſeem'd a kind 
of Sacrilege to the Memory of that dear Friend, not 
to pay Reſpect to what appear'd to have ſo very much 
of her. By what Misfortune is it, Sir, ſaid |, that 
ſuch a Man as you ſhould have been brought to har- 
bour ſuch a Wretch about you? You ſee, Madam! 
anſwer'd he, before you the molt unfortunate Man in 
the World: But this Place and Exigence w.ll not al- 
JV me to ſpeak what I would very fain inform you; 
permit me to attend you home, and at preſent let 
us think of nothing but ſuccouring this adorable Diſ- 
treſs'd. 

In ſpeaking this, he took Julia by one Arm, and 
Philemens being next her, tho' almoſt motionleſs thro? 
Grief and Attoniſhment, did the ſame by the other. 
In this melancholly Condition we got to the Caſtle, 
where we immediately put her to Bed; and the Sur- 
geons being ſent for, comforted us with :he Hopes that 
her Wound was no otherwiſc dangerous, than thro'the 
creat Quantity of Blood ſhe had loſt: They dreſs'd it, 
and order'd the ſhould be left to reſt. We put the 
Negro Woman into a ſecure Apartment, and caus'd 
her to be ſtrictly watch'd, not being willing to deliver 
ter into the Hands of Juſtice, till we had heard what 
tie Unknown had to inform us of. Things being 
thus order'd, Philemena and I led him into another 


Room; where we begg'd him to diſcover to us what 
he could imagine the Motive to be, which had occa- 


ſion'd 


. 
fion'd this Misfortune : Which he did in theſe Words, 
atter'd in ſuch a Manner, as muſt have melted a Heart 


the moſt inſenſible. 
I wisx, Madam, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to Phi- 


lemena, that there was a Poſſibility for you to look in- 


to my Soul; you would find it pierc'd with a Grief 


fo poignant as would even mollify yours, injur'd as it 
is, in the moſt ſenſible Manner: And I believe you 
will make no doubt of it, when you ſhall be inform'd 
of my Fate. I have been brought up from my tender- 
eſt Infancy in Mexico, my Mother's Name was Ro/- 
munda, and mine M:/ares. Ro/imunda never told me 
by what Accident ſhe came to ſettle at ſuch a Diſtance 
from this Place, which ſhe often ſaid was her native 
Country; but however that was, ſhe was ſo very rich 
that ſhe kept a Houſe which ſeem'd to be a ſecond 
Court, and yielded to none in Magnificence, except 
the Viceroy's. She made her Viſits regularly to the 
Vice-Queen, who having a great Regard for her, pre- 
vail'd on her Huſband to take me under his Care ; 
which he did with an unparallel'd Generoſity, giving 
me an Education befitting the Heir of an Empire. 
made it my whole Endeavour to return the Goodneſs 
they ſhew'd me: My Heart and Sentiments were ſo 
well agreed with the Advancement I met with in the 
Palace, that I loſt great Part of that Tenderneis a Son 
ougnt to have for h s Mother; and tho' mine expreſo'd 
a great Concern for my Intereſt, yet it was obſerv'd 
tha there was a Tincture of Coolneſs in our Affections 
which ſeem'd to belye Nature. 

I was ſcarce arriv'd at the Age of Nineteen, when 
the Viceroy gave me a very conſiderable Employment 
in the Army; his Friendſhip for me making him over- 
look my Youth and want of Experience: But my good 
Fortune v as ſuch, that in three or four Campaigns J 
diſtinguiith'a myſelf ſo as to deſerve his Eſteem, and 
entire ytzke away all Fear of being blam'd by che King 
his Maſter for repoſing ſo much Confidence in a Per- 
ſon of my ge. I returr'd to Mexico after four Years 


Abſence, to ſee Ræſimunda, who was in a pretty ad- 
vanc'd 
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vanc'd Age, and in a weak State of Health: I found 
with her, and very much in her Confidence, this Cri- 
minal Negro, whoſe Name is Fatyma. Nothing could 
be well done in the Houſe, if Fatyma had not the or- 
dering of it; in fine, the Treatment ſhe found with 
her, was more like that one ſhould expect from a Siſter 


than a Miſtreſs. As for me, who ſeldom ſtirr'd from 


the Viceroy's Palace, and whom a Pride which I knew 
no Reaſon for, put above certain Attentions, I never 
troubled myſelf about the Cauſes of ſo extraordinary 
a Friendſhip ; but yet I took notice that whenever I 
went to viſit Reſimunda, this Fatyma uſed me with a 
Tenderneſs which exceeded Reſpe&t : This, for the 
preſent, diverted me, and 1 return'd it with as much 
Gallantry as ſuch an Object deſerv'd. 

Two Years paſs'd on in this Manner, when my 
Mother, who had long labour'd under many Diſtempers, 
died, recommending Fatyma to my Care, alluring me 
ſhe very well merited all the. Kindneſs I could ſhew her; 
and tho' ſhe was a Slave, had ſprung from a Famil 
the moſt illuſtrious in her Country; and beſide all this, 
it was in her Power to be neceſſary to me in Affairs 
which yet I did not dream of. I had no Difficulty to. 
obey this Injunction; Fatyma expreſs d on all Accounts. 
ſo great a Zeal for my Intereſts, that, whether I would: 
or no, it attach'd me to her. Some time after Rojj- 
munda's Death, a very advantageous Match was pro- 
pos'd to me; but Ambition being then my darling 
Paſſion, and looking on ſuch an Engagement as an Ob- 
ſtacle to my Fortune in the Army, I refus'd it: But 
one Day happening to talk to. Fatyma about it, Alas! 
Sir, ſhedding Tears while the ſpoke, your Fate isnotſuf- 
ficiently decided for you to take upon you the Cares of 
a Huſband and a Father—but if there be a Woman 
capable of meriting ſuchan Honour, it is only Fatyma. 
—CGueſs, Ladies, continued he, the Aſtoniſhment I 
was in at thele Words ; I plainly had ſeen that it was. 
Lowe had occaſion'd the Regard ſhe had ſhewn for me; 
but I never could have believ'd it would have carried 


ber to ſuch Lengths as to propoſe Marriage to me. I 
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was not able immediately to make any Reply to what 
ſhe ſaid ; but I doubt not but my Looks ſufficient!y 
acquainted her with my D.ſdain of io impudent au 
Expectation—— for, aſſuming an Air of Arrogance, 
which before I had n-ver ſeen her wear; You ſeem 
amaz'd, reſum'd ſhe, but it is infinitely in my Power 
to make you ſo much more ; foraſmuch as you ima- 
gine yourſelf affronted by the Offer I have made you, 
know, that ſhe who wiſhes to be Miſtreſs of your Heart, 
is already fo of your Diff is 
Tus laſt Paitof her Diſcourſe mak: ing me think her 
Brain a little touch'd, I began to Pity her, and anſwer- 
ing more ſeriouſiy than elſe I wou Thave done; Iam 
ſenſible of your Zeal to ſerve me, ſaid I, and have all 
the Gratitude imaginable for u bet. Fe tyima, I would 
* you think within yourſelf how improbable it is 
e ſhould be made for one another; and thatthe Paſ- 
fon you {iy you have for me, gives you no Right to 
be the Diſroſer of my Deſtiny. But yet I am fo, in- 
terrupred ſhe fercely, * lies hid in Clouds as 
dark as Night, or my 67 mY iſage, reveal d only to me, 
never to be expos'd to other Eycs, unleſs you Yield o 
nake me Sharer of it. — Think not that I am mad, 
or that my Paftion makes me ut:er Things im poſſible 
to be effected for, to prove the Truth of Pwhat I have 
further to relate, thus much I will inform you, that 
Rofirummia was not your Mother but for the reſt. —If 
this be real, cried I, firangely atarmed, and there be 
more of Wonders in try Meaning, as more there muſt 
be—there are Ways to force thee to relate it, if Per- 
ſuakons fail. Drive me not therefore to Extremes, 
continued I, a little more calmly, but let that Tender- 
neſs which you pretend to have for me, prevail to eaſe 
the Doubts thy ſtrange Diſcourſe has rais d. By Hea- 
ven, I nevei will, replied ſhe reſolutely, your Threats 
more move my 8 Scorn than Terror; that H-art which 
has, l ke mine, endur'd the Pangs oſ hopeleſs Love, can 
fear no other Racks—alrezdy torn by tt y Diſdain and 
Cruelty, I look with Contempt on all the leſſer Tor- 
ments which Wheels and Whips have Power to inflict. 
No, 
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No, Sir, added ſhe, after a little Pauſe, your Love's 
alone the Price can buy this Secret ; all other Bribes 


are as much unworthy of my Acceptance, as the 
Force you talk of is beneath my Conſideration. She 


quitted the Room in ſpeaking theſe Words, which 


were utter'd in an Accent ſo haughty and affur'd, as 
made me not doubt but ſhe had a Reſolution equal to 
what ſhe pretended. "Tis impoſſible to tell you how I 
was embaraſs'd at this Accident. I found ſome Sha- 
dow of Truth in what ſhe told me, becauſe of the little 
Tenderneſs I ever had for Ro/imunda. But the Con- 


| ditions Fatyma would impoſe on me, ſeem'd more grie- 
vous than the Obſcurity ſhe caſt on my Birth: Never- 
' theleſs the Character of thoſe People, the Violence of 
their Tempers rendering them capable of every thing 
that's deſperate, made me reſolve to proceed with her 


only by fair Means. To that End therefore, after a 
little Conſideration, I followed her into the Garden, 
where I perceiv'd from the Window, ſhe was gone; 


and ſubmitting my Temper as much as poſlible, ſaid 


all the obliging things I could invent, telling her, that 
as I had been inform'd by Royimunda that ſhe was of a 
Rank ſuperior to what moſt People believ'd her, how 
noble it would be to prove ſhe merited not the Il]-for- 
tune ſhe had met, and I was of a Diſpoſition as much 
averſe to any thing which had an Air of Compulſion 
as ſhe could be ; and fince I did not go about to uſe 
any to her, intreated ſhe would not be leſs generous 
to me,. but leave the Reward of that good Attion ſhe 
told me was in her Power to do me, to my own Gra- 
titude ; which would certainly make me more at her 
Devotion than any Promiſe ſhe ſhould extor from me, 
could bind me to be. 

To all this ſhe made no Anſwer for ſome time, but, 
while I was ipeaking, ſeem'd to regard me with a 
ſcornful Smile. Sir, ſaid ſhe at laſt, I know you think 
it an eaſy Matter to deceive a Woman, eſpecially one 
that loves you ; but thoſe of my Country and Com- 
plexion are more wary—lI ſtill inſiſt on the Condi- 


tions before mention'd, which if you refuſe, the Secret 
ſtall 
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ſhall die with me—'tis at your Choice either with Fa- 
tyma to be prov'd the Son of one of the moſt illuſtrious | 
Families in the Kingdom which claims your Birth, 
and the undoubted Heir of vaſt Poſſeſhons ; or, with- 
out her, to remain Me/ares ſtill, ignorant of your Birth, 
and Maſter only of a few Plantations ; which though 
enabling you to make a Figure here is nothing in 
competition with what is your due elſewhere. She 
urg'd many more Reaſons to perſuade me how happy I 
might be in a Wife who lov'd with that Exceſs of Paſ- 
ſion ſne did: But her Arguments were of no more Force 
with me, than mine with her; and I was oblig'd to leave 
her in the ſame Humour in which I had found her. 

Eich Days paſs'd away in this Perplexity, during 
which time I ſcarce ever ſlept or eat: what ſhe had 
told me, and which I queſtion'd not but ſhe had 
ron for, run ſo much in my Head, that to have 

een aſcertain'd, I would have given any thing but 
what ſhe demanded. I ſeveral times offer'd to make 
over to her al! the Eſtate left me by R:/inmunda, and 
you Part of that ſhe gave Hope of here, if that might 

ave purchas'd the Secret; but in vain: She was ſtill 
the ſame. At laſt with a prodigious deal of Difficulty, 
I prevail'd on ker to ſoften the Matter ſo far, as, in- 
ſtead of obliging myſelf to marry her, I ſhould engage 
myſelf to marry no other Woman, without ſhe herſelf 

ave conſent, and that ſhe ſhould always live with me, 
in what State ſoever I ſhould happen to be caſt. 

IT was certainly the Effect of a very great Paſſion, 
which made her ſatisfied, fince ſhe could not perſuade 
me to make her my Wife, that I ſhould not give to any 
other, a Title which ſhe imagin'd ſo great a Bleſling : 
and I, for my part, was well enough contented to en- 
ter into Obligations never to marry without her Ap- 
probation, which I well ſaw ſhe never would give to 
any one; becauſe at that time I thoughtI knew enough 
of my own Heart, not to be much afflited if I never 
enter'd into that Condition. As ſoon as I had given her 
the neceſſary Aſſurances proper to ſecure the Perform- 
ance of the Covenant, as an Earneſt, aid he, of 2 
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I can inform you, know, that the Name of Me/ares 


includes that of Orſames, which is your true one; that 
Rofimunda was in reality Argina ; and that your Mo- 
ther, who died when you were but two Years old, was 
called Ar/e/ne.—Scarce had the Stranger pronounc'd 
theſe Words when Philemena and I gave a Cry of Joy, 
which ſurprized him no leſs than the Diſcourſe he lately 
related he had had with Fatyma had done; but, reſtrain- 
ing ourſelves as well as we were able, Go on, Sir, ſald 
Philemena, you are with People very much diſpos'd to 
ſerve you : She that you juſt now named, has been ſo 
dear to us, that I doubt not but you will become inh- 
nitely ſo too. If ſo, Madam, anſwered he, I ſhall have 
no further reaſon to complain. Fatyma told me alſo, 
continu'd he, that ſhe had certain Proofs which might 
not appear conſiderable to me, but would be greatly ſo 
to thoſe to whom I belong'd. But to clear up this Mat- 
ter thoroughly, we muſt quit Mexico, and come hither ; 
and to convince you. perfectly, added ſhe, here is the 
Cap and Dreſs in which you was ſtole away ; at the 
ſame time taking out of a little Trunk, of which ſhe 
was always particularly careful, a Dreſs and Cap ſuch 
as Children generally wear: You may judge, ſaid ſhe, 
that they who have loſt you, will eaſily know this again. 
Supported by all theſe Proofs, what Argina diſcover'd 
to me cannot be ſuſpected, ſince I am of too diſtant a 
Country to have learn'd your Fate from any other Per- 
ſons than thoſe concern'd in it. Your Name, your Mo- 
ther's and ſome particular Inſtances of the Affairs of 
your Family, with which by the ſame means I am ac- 
| 697k will be additional convincing Proofs. I had 
ome farther Talk with her, which ſerv'd to afſure me, 
that what ſhe ſaid was certain. After which, I waited 
on the Viceroy, who was not the ſame who had educated 
and prefer'd me; but who had as great a Regard for 
me : for you know, Ladies, that the Kings of Spain 
beſtow thoſe great Dignities only for three Years; my 
Patron had, as a particular Favour, enjoy'd it fix, and 
when he quitted it, had recommended me ſo well to 
his Succeſlor, that I always found in him a readineſs 
to 
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to ſerve me. Iacquaintedhim with part of what Fatyma 


had told me, and the Defign I had of coming hither 
with her, to prove the Truthof what ſhe made me hope. 
He advis'd me to it, and gave me leave to make uſe 
of ſome Ships juft then ready to fail for Furope. 

I fettled my Affairs with all imaginable Expedition, 
and having placed truſty Perſons in my Houſe, and 
ſtock'd myſelf with a pretty large Parcel of Money and 


Jewels, embark'd with Fatma and her myſterious Ca- 


binet. The Wind favouring my Wiſhes, in due time 
we arrived near Britany, where Fatyma told me our 
Search was to begin; aſſuring me I had an unt named 
Armira, but that ſhe being my Enemy it was wholly 
improper I ſhonld make myſelf known to her, till I 
had ſeen others of my Relations more inclin'd to ſerve 
me. I ſubmitted to her Directions, and after great En- 
quiries, we were informed that ſhe was dead, and that 
her only Son reſided in the Capital of this Province, 
Fatzma told me 'twould be of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to go thither, becauſe there were Perſons who would, 
by the Proofs ſhe had to give, be obliged to own me. 
STiLL ruled by her, we ſet out; but the Troubles 
of my Mind, Change of Air, and Fatigues of my long 
Voyage and Journey, threw me into a little fort of a 
Fever; and I have been obliged to ſtay at a Village a- 
bout a Mile diſtant from this Caſtle. Growing ſome- 
thing better, the Pleaſure of this Wood invited me to 
partake of its Refreſhments ; and paſſing through it, I 
was ſtruck with the moſt amazing Sight of a beautiful 
Lady aſleep at the Foot of > Tree; my Eyes being per- 
petually fatigu'd with the Sight of Fatzma, I was glad 
to divert the Idea of her by that charming Obje&t—fa- 
tally to my Repoſe, and her Safety, as 1t afterwards 
proved: I drew near, and was inſorm'd by ſome of her 
Women, that her Name was Julia, and that ſhe liv'd 
in this Caſtle with Fer Mother and her Aunt, I figh'd 
with Grief at being oblig'd to leave her; and remount- 
ing my Horſe, turn'd back full of Emotions, which be- 
fore were Strangers to me; Hut tho' I was convinc'd 
it was the Sight of that divine Perſon which had 2 
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ſon'd 'em, I could not reſiſt the inexpreſſible Delight 
of looking on her; tho' my Horſe went forward, my 
Eyes were turn'd backward.—T ſaw her riſe before [ 
was out of Sight; but ſhe walking this Way, I loſt that 
Satisfaction; and I had nothing to conſole me, but the 
Hope that there was a Poſſibility I might ſome time or 
other renew that Happineſs.—I wa; riding ſlowly on, 
when my Contemplations were diſturb'd by a ſudden 
and moſt terrible Cry, it ſeem'd of Women ; which 
made me return with all the Speed I could, believing 
I might be of Service: But, O God! with what 
Words can I make you ſenſible of the Aſtoniſhment, 
the Horror, the Diſtraction which all at once invaded 
me, when I ſaw Fatyma flying along the Road with 
my Picture in one Hand, and a bloody Dagger in the 
other, and at the ſame time beheld the beautiful Julia 
in the Condition you found her? But what is impoſſible 
for me to expreſs, I doubt not but your own Thoughts 
will eaſily conceive. The preſumptuous Confeſſion I 
make to you of my Love to Julia, which is as violent 
as it is ſudden, muſt needs make you judge the Deſpair 
of a Man, who ſces the Perſon he adores aſſaſſinated 
by the Woman who 1s poſleſs'd of the Secret of his 
Life, and convince you that he can have but little Re- 
gret at dying, after ſo unhappy an Accident. 
Heaven, faid Philemena, ſeeing he had done ſpeak- 
ing, conducts its Favourites by ſecret Ways to Happi- 
ncis; and you may expect every thing from that invin- 
cible Hand that has, contrary to your Hopes, led you 
to the only Place where you can be inform'd of your 
Fate. Yes, doubtleſs, added I, and I make no que- 
ſtion but that you are that Or/ames, whoſe Loſs has 
coſt us ſo many Tears. If we ſeek further Proofs, 'tis 
rather to aſſure you of what you are, than from an 
Diſtruſt of ours. Fatyma is too neceſſary a Perſon te 
loſe, and if Julia is in no Danger, we will endeavour 
by gentle Methods to inform ourſelves. In the mean 
time, look on this Houſe as your own; if you are 
Orſames, as tis ſcarce probable you ſhould be any 


other, 
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other, you'll here find your Relations, Friends, and 
the Perſons who ought to be deareſt to you, 

He ſeem'd very much aſtoniſh'd at this Diſcourſe 
from me ; but his Surprize hinder'd him not from an- 
ſwering it in the moſt obliging and reſpectful Manner; 
aſſuring us, that he ſubmitted himſelf intirely to us. 
He put us in mind that we ſhould ſend to his Lodgin 
for the Cabinet; we deſired he would fetch it hinfel? 
making no Scruple of giving him that Mark of our 


Confidence ; for it was already evident enough to us, 


that he was really Or /ames. 
He immediately took Horſe, andduring his Abſence 


we went into Julia's Chamber, whom we found in a 
violent Fever, which gave us great Uneaſineſs; I left 
Philemena with her, and went to Fatyma, whom I 
found ſo loſt in Thought, that ſhe ſaw me not till I 
had been a conſiderable 'T'ime in the Room, and had 
ſeated mylelf in a Chair directly oppoſite to that ſhe 
was in; but having at length perceived me, ſhe aroſe, 
and looking on me with a reſolute Countenance—Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſhe, I am prepared to meet the worſt you can 
inflict; if you are come to give me Notice of my Death, 
be aſſured I dread it not. If you have no Regard for 
your own Life, anſwered I, tremble for that of your 
Lover—Me/ares's Head ſhall pay the Forfeit of your 


Crime. Meſares, interrupted ſhe, is innocent; and 


ſhould your Vengeance fall onhim, Juſtice would bluſh 
to have her ſacred Name prophaned in ſuch an AR of 
Horror. But there's no Need, continued ſhe, to loſe 
my Fears for him ; 'tis ealy for me to arreſt the Blow, 
tho' theup-lifted Axe was ready todęſcend with utmoſt 
Fury on him. What mean you? cry'd I, affecting a 
Surprize. I mean, reſum'd ſhe, to intereſt you in bis 
Fate, by Means you are yetfar from imagining ; but 
you muſt permit me to ſee him firſt, and ſpeak. to him 


without Witneſſes ; and in return for that Favour, I 


ſwear by all things holy, to inform you of a Secret 
which very much imports you to be acquainted with. 
You ſhall have your Deſire, ſaid I, but promiſe me that 


you will make no Attempt on your own Life. She 
vow'd 
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vow'd ſhe would not, and I left her to go and give 
an Account to Philemena of our Converſation, who 
was prodigiouſly pleas'd withthe Trick I had frighted 
her with. 

As we were diſcourſing on this wonderful Effect of 
Providence, Orſames return'd with the Cabinet; but 
the Key being in Fatyma's Poſſeſſion, we would not 
break it open, for fear of irritating her, and preventing 
her from diſcovering what we wiſh'd to learn. We 
thought proper to defer till the next Day the bringing 
Orſames to her Preſence, and in the mean time found 
ſo many Charms in his Converſation, that we thought 
we could not ſufficiently admire him. We ſhew'd him 
the Picture of Arſeſue, and he aſſur'd us he felt more 
ſoft Emotions at the Sight of that, than-ever he did 
at all the Tenderneſs that Raſimunda had expreſs'd for 
him. 

We paſs'd the reſt of the Day in telling him the Par- 
ticulars of the Life and Death of that amiable Lady; 
but without letting them into any of them, which we 
imagin'd were known to Fatyma. He appear'd very 
much touck'd at the Account we gave him, and the 
Power of Blood ſeem'd to manifeſt itſelf in him every 
time we pronounc'd the Name of Arſeſne. 

ArTex ſuch like Diſcourſes, we again went to ſee 
Fulia, whom we found ſomewhat better, but very 
4 weak and faint. Or/ames begg d leave to watch with 
her Women, never thinking her living but when he 

ſaw her. We would not ſuffer that, but to ſatisfy him 
gave him a Room ſo near her's, that he could every 
Moment hear News from her. The Night being 
pretty much advanc'd, we forc'd him to retire: It was 
very late when Philemena and I went to Bed, but we 
| had the Satisfaction of leaving Julia entirely free from 
her Fever, which gave us ſome Hours of undiſturb'd 
Repoſe. | 
| Tut next Day, as ſoon as Orſames thought it a 
5 proper Time, he begg'd leave to ſee us, and bein 
enter'd into Phil-mena's Apartment, Madam, ſaid he 
to her, I come to entreat your Permiſſion for my Inter- 
VIEW 
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view with Fatyma 
Uncertainty; the Favours you the'y me are too precious 
to be thrown away | dread in not being that 
Or/ames you ſo much wiſh to find, and of Conſequence 
not deſerving of them. I aſſure you, Sir, reply'd 
Philimena, with an obliging Smile, ſhould you not be 
the Perſon we believe you are, we ſhall not however 
ceaſe from having a very great Eſteem for you; and it 
would be more our Loſs than your's to find ſuch une- 
qual'd Perfections are not the Portion of him to whom 
we have determin'd to give 72lia. He ſigh'd at 
thoſe Words, which gave her Occaſion to proceed. I 
have hitherto, added ſhe, heard nothing but what ſerves 
to perſwade us you are really that Or/ames we wiſh to 
prove you: And here is Beli/a, who is more con- 
vinc'd of it than I am. Therefore, dear Siſter, pur- 
ſued ſhe, ſatisfy his Impatience, carry him to Fatyma, 


and bring Matters to a Concluſion, for our Common 


Good. 

I took too much Intereſt in ſuch a Deciſion not to 
comply; ſo taking him by the Hand, I led him to the 
Chamber where Fatyma was ſecur' d. She was in Bed 
when we came, and the Woman I had left with her 
told us, ſhe had nor clos'd her Eyes the whole Night, 
but had ſpent it in continual Agitations. They told 
her M-/ares was come, ſhe begg'd us to draw near 
1 aſk pardon, Madam, ſaid ſhe to me, for receiving 

ou in this manner; but the Reſolution I have taken, 
and which after I have you to Miſares you ſhall be 
inform'dof, will, I hope, plead my Excuſe. Ianſwer'd 
her with as muchGentleneſ: as ſuch aDiſcourſerequir'd ; 
and having told her ſhe was free to entertain him, I 
left them, ordering my Women to keep at a Diſtance, 
J was no ſooner gone, but cauſing him to fit down on 
the Bed-fide; Well, Sir, ſaid ſhe, was it not enough for 
the unhappy Fatma, that ſhe cou'd not inſpire you 
with Love, but ſhe muſt alſo incur your Hatred? "Tis 
oy Affection for you that has made me guilty, and 
the Motive, methinks, might induce you to pardon the 
Effect. Love is not now the Queſtion, anſwer'd he, 
lomewhat 


cannot bear living in this 
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ſomewhat ſullenly, you have committed a moſt deteſt- 
able Action; you have brought Affliction, and perhaps 
Death, into a worthy and innocent Family : But, Fa- 
tyma, a Pardon for all theſe Misfortunes is in your 
Hands, in diſcovering immediately what you know of 
my Birth. I ſee plainly, ſaid ſhe, the Action which 
my jealous Paſſion for you has influenc'd me to com- 
mit, will be a Pretence for you, out of your growing 
Love to Julia, to break thro” the ſolemn Promiſe you 
made me, never to marry without my Approbation.— 
Tis in my Power, added ſhe, even though to purchaſe 
my Pardon I reveal all that I know of you, to keep 
you ſtill unhappy, by never giving that Conſent, with- 
out which I know your Honour will not permit you 
to gratify your Paſſion. But you ſhall find that IL 
deipiſe all that muſt happen from Compulſion ; you 
were born to compleat n Misfortunes, I to deliver you 
from yours Therefore remember, that if my Paſſion 
has been the Cauſe of ſome little Uneaſineſs to you, it 
is now going to eſtabliſh your Happineſs for ever. But 
now, continu'd ſhe, let Philemena and Beliſa come in; 
for I will further explain myſelf only before them, and 
let the Cabinet which I have been entruſted with be 
brought. 

ORSAMES called immediately to ſome of my Wo- 
men to fetch us ; the Vivacity with which he did it 
made the unhappy Fatyma ſigh ; but the Reſolution 
ſhe had taken prevented her from giving any farther 
looſe to the inward Perturbations of her Soul. When 
we were come into the Room, and had ſeated our- 
ſelves, beginning thus—'Tis to you, Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
addreſſing herſelf to me, that J owe an Account of this 
Gentleman's Fortune, therefore ſhall declare te you that 
he is Son to A»/z/re, and his Name Orſames; his Go- 
verneſs Argina, who paſs'd for his Mother under the 
Name of Rofimunda, was never wanting in her Aﬀec- 
tion to him, in any Particular, except in taking him 
from his Family and happening to be ag eeable 
to one of the richeſt Merchants in Mexico, he married 
her, died in a ſhort time after, and left her in Poſſeſlion 
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of all his Wealth, which ſhe never ſpared laying out for 
the Service of young Or/ames ; for when this happen'd 
he was but a Child. By a moſt unhappy Turn of For- 
tune I was brought to Mexico, and preſented to Ro/i- 
munda in no other Quality than a Slave ; but finding, 
as ſhe was pleaſed to tell me, ſomething that appeared 
far different from the Station I was in, ſhe made of me 
a Friend inſtead of a Servant: I had ſo great a Share 
of her Confidence, that ſhe inform'd me, while her Eyes 
ſtream'd with repentant Tears, of every thing that Ar- 
mira, Siſter-in-law to Ar/e/ne, had done to prevail on 
her to carry him away, that his Eſtate might come to 
her own Son, whoſe Name, I think, is Arimont. 
She told me alſo, that your Brother Dorantes was Guar- 
dian to Or/ames, and that you was to have been mar- 
ried to Philintus, Brother to Arſeſne; and not lung be- 
fore her Death put into my Hands this Cabinet, in 
which were the Clothes and Cap O-/a.es had on when 
he was taken from his Mother's t:ouſe. The ſecret 
Paſſion I had for Orſames made me remember every 
Particular of what ſhe told me; I conitrain'd myſelf, 
however, to conceal what I felt from her, or him who 
had occaſioned it, while ſhe lived; but after ker Death, 
knowing myſelf the only ſurviving Miſtreſs of his Fate, 
I muſt confeſs I entertain'd the moſt preſumptuous 
Hopes, and accordingly ſpoke to him. 

You may ſpare yourſelf the Pains of relating all that 
pals'd between us in M-xico, cry'd Gr/ames, it being 
nothing material to the Buſineſs which is required of 
vou, and come to that Fart of it which more nearly 
will concern the Company. 

I dovsT not, reſum'd Fatyme, but my Paſſion is ſo 
very odious to you, that you cannot well endure the 
Repetition of it; but, Sir! you ſhall ſoon, very ſoon, 
be cas'dof it, and the Owner alſo. A great Sigh ſuc- 
cceded theſe Words; but ſummoning all her Courage, 
J will only then, continu'd ſhe, add, that Or/ames re- 
ceived my Declaration of Love with that Contempt 
which his Diſlike of me made him think it deſerv'd; 
but the Cuiioſity of knowing his Birth, at length, 8 
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vail'd on him to bind himſelf never to marry without 
my Leave and Approbation; which, ſince I could ob. 
tain no more, gave me ſome Satisfaction to think 'twas 
in my Power to prevent any of my Sex, who ſhould 
happen to be more agreeable in his Eyes, from-enjoy- 
ing a Happineſs which was deny'd to me. He ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to my Conduct, we embark'd with the firſt 
Ship, and in due time landed here in Britanny. As Ar- 
gina had inform'd me that Armira was of that Pro- 

vince, I ſecretly enquir'd into her Affairs, and was told 
of the Law. ſuit ſhe had with you, of her Death, and of 
the Confeſſion ſhe had made to you. I heard too, that 
Dorantes had been married, and had a Daughter by 
his Lady, ſince the Loſs of Orſames; that ſhe was or- 
dain'd to be his Bride if ever he return'd; that you, 
Madam, by the laſt Will of that dear Brother, was left 
Guardian of all the Effects which had been in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Arſeſne, till News ſhould be heard of her Son. 
All theſe Particulars, which Ro/imunda could not poſ- 
Ably know (as being at too great a Diſtance, and ſome 
of them happening after her Deceaſe) I learn'd from 


the People of the Country ; and judging you the Per- 


ſon moſt proper to be firſt acquainted with Or/ames, we 
directed our Journey hither, tho' without letting him 

know to whom we were coming. We ſtopt within 
a Mile of your Caſtle, being deſirous of informing my- 
ſelf if you were here, before I told him any thing of 
you.— I ſoon heard you were, and that your Niece 
alſo, the too beautiful Julia, was with you. I preſent- 
ly knew it was the ſame ordein'd to be Or/ames's Wife 
whenever he was found, and was alarm'd with moſt 
terrible Apprehenſions; but the Vow I had extorted 


from him, enabled me to ſuſtain them.——Jndulging my 


melancholy Thoughts one Day in the adjoining Wood, 
I ſaw you there with the fatal Julia; I foon gueſs d 
who you were, and reſolving to be certain, follow'd at 
a Diſtance till I ſaw you enter the Caſtle. I return'd 
home fullof Rage, Jealouſy, and Deſpeir; the Charms of 
Julia, which had been now an Eye-witneſs of, made 
me reſolve never to truſt Orſames with her Sight, not 
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doubting but he would break thro' all Vows, all Obli- 
gations, rather than render himſelf miſerable, by re. 
tuſing the Bleſſing ordain'd for him by her Father. I 
pretended to be out of humour, that I could hear no- 
thing of thoſe Perſons Reſfmunia had told me of—that 
I believe ſhe had deceiv'd me with a fictitious Tale, 
and that I would have him think of returning to Mex:- 
co ; for it would be but loſt Time to tarry here. But 
His Stars, ſtronger than my Keaſons, provided him 
with Arguments for ſtaying. I could by no means pre- 
vail with him to quit this Place, which he would often 
ſay was natural to him, He ſpent moſt of his Pays in 
riding up and down the Country, taking a vaſt Flea- 
ſure in vicwing the many beautiful Seats which are 
hereabouts. I never ſuffered him to go alone, ill fol- 
lowing, tho' unknown to him, his Steps. 

Some Days ago I loſt his Picture in the Wood; I 
never told him of it till Yeſterday, when happening to 
be ſeen by him, I made the Search of that my Pretence 
for coming after him: finding he took the Road in the 
Middle of the Wood, I ſtruck into the thickeſt Part of 
it, where I could, without being diſtinguiſh'd by him, 
obſerve all his Motions ; and when I ſaw him alight, I 
drew a little nearer, and diſcover'd Julia and her Wo- 
men. I ſaw every Agitation of his Soul while look- 
ing on her, and read my Misfortune in his Countenance. 
At was with the utmoſt Difficulty I reftrain'd myſelf 
from flying out, and diſturbing the Pleaſure he took in 
contemplating her; and I believe ſhould not have had 
the Power to have done ſo long, but that when my 
Impatience was at the utmoſt Height, I ſaw him re- 
mount, and again purſue his Way. TI was going to 
leave the Place, when I percerv'd his Picture in the 
Hands of Julia. I preſently imagined he had given it 
her, and that this was not the firſt time they had ſeen 
euch other. This Suggeſtion robb'd me of ail that was 
conſiderative -I as no longer Miſtreſs of my Deſpair ; 
—the work of Furies had the entire Poſſeſſign of my 
| reatt : I drew my Dagger, flew like Lightning 
to her, and Madam, you know the reſt, and may 
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ſpare me the Repetition of a Crime, which there's ny 
way to expiate but this—this is the only Means to ab- 
{lve Or/ames of his Vow, and purchale Pardon for the 
unhappy Fatyma. In ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe drew 
a little Poniard, which ſhe had concea!'d in the Bed, 
and ſtruck it into her Breaſt with ſo much fatal Speed, 
that none of us were quick enough to avert the Blo v.— 
The Concern for what ſhe had done ſuſpended our Ac- 
knowledgments of the Pleaſure we found in being con- 
vinced Or /ames was the Perſon we ſo much wiſh'd to 
find him. A Surgeon being in the Houſe to attend Ju- 
lia, we immediately call'd for him, but he gave us but 
little Hope of recovering her. At firit ſhe ſtrongly op- 
poſed the dreſſing her Wound; but Or/ames, who was 
touch'd to the Soul at the Effect of her Leſpar, intreat- 
ed her to live with ſo tender an Earneſtneſs, that ſhe at 
laſt conſented to have the Means applied. I onght not 
indeed, ſaid ſhe, to have diſturb'd the Tranſports of 
this happy Day ; I ſhould have joined their Hands, 
whoſe Heart, I ſee already are cemented—pardon my 
ſtubborn Soul. She fainted away with theſe Words, 
but ſoon recovering enough to ſpeak, Madam, ſaid fie 
to me, I had forgot one material Evidence of Orſam ss 
Birth, that Cabinet contains the Dreſs and Cap which 
he had on when ſtole away, I beg it may be open'd : 

Argina having told me you made a Preſent of it to Ar- 

/:jne, when ſhe was going to be married to. your Bro- 
ther, you doubtleſs will remember it. She gave the 

Key to one of my Women as ſoon as ſhe had done 

ſpeaking, who bringing it to me open, I found, as ſhe 

ſaid, the very Clothes and Cap I had given him; the 

latter having been embroider'd and enrich'd with Pearls 

by my own Hands, I very well knew again. 

PHILEMENA and myſelf embraced him tenderly ; 
ſhe deſired him to look on her as his Mother, aſſuring 
him, that ſhe with Pleaſure ſaw his Inclinations agreed 
with the dying Requeſt of Dorantes. 

ORSAMES could not contain the exceſſive Joy he 
felt at theſe Words; it broke out in the moſt rapturous 
Expreſſions; and Fatyma, who had not the leſs hag 
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for having ſo much Reſolution, not able to ſuſtain the 
violent Emotions which all at once invaded her, fell a 
ſecond time into a Swoon. Crſames, who too late per- 
ceiv'd what he had done, aſſiſted us in bringing her to 
hertelf; which, as ſoon as ſhe was, with a Voice and 
Countenance which plainly told us Death was not far off, 
I and, ſaid ſhe to Or/ames, my lateſt Moments are 
at hand- the Shocks I feel bring em on more ſwiftly 
than my Wound would do; I have but one Requeſt to 
make—perform it, I beſeech you, not to marry Julia 
t II I am laid in Earth, and when you have a leiſure 
Hour, read o'er a Paper which you will find in that 
Cabinet; it ma; give you ſome Conſolation to diſcover, 
that the Woman who thought the Loſs of Life nothing 
in Competition with that of you, was of a Rank whoſe 
Love was not a Diſzrace, tho' it has been a Trouble to 
you. — She was obliged to pauſe for Breath a while 
as ſhe ſpoke this; then ſtraining herſelf beyond her 
Strength, ſhe exhauſted her whole Stock in wiſhing him 
eter. al Happineſs with Julia, ſaid ſhe.— She 
could no more, but ſinking ſoftly down in the Bed, 
yielded 40 Fate a Life which had been full of Sorrows, 
There appeared in her, notwithſtanding thoſe Faults 
which raging Love and Jealouſy had occaſion'd, a 
Greatncfs of Soul in her Fehaviour, which methought 
look'd lovely. — Neither Phi/:menra nor myſelf could 
refrain from Tears, and Or/ames ſeem'd overwhelm'd 
in generous Concern. The Sight of his Grief obliged 
us to rouze from ours much ſooner than perhaps we 
ſhould elſe have done; and taking him by the Hand, 
Come, Sir, ſaid I, permit us to lead you from the View 
of this irremediavle Misfortune, to afford Julia the 
Satisfaction of partaking in the Joy we have to find you 
are the Perſon Heaven has allotted for her. The 
Name of Julia had the Effect I wiſh'd—his Eyes re- 
cover'd their Vivacity, and his Cheeks their Freſhneſs, 
At our entering her Apartment, we were told ſhe 
was entirely out of Danger; we told her the whole 
Story, and Pli/emena preſented Or/ames to her as a 
Man who was to be her Huſband, which ſhe wore to 
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ohey with Pleaſure. The Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſi- 
tion made her extremely concern'd at the ſad Effects of 
Fatyma's Deſpair; and hearing us make mention of that 
Paper ſhe had deſired Orſames to read, begg'd we might 
ſatisfy her Curioſity. and our own at the ſame time, by 
examining the Contents of it in her Chamber. We all 
agreed to it; I ſent forthe Cabinet, and finding a Scroll 
of Paper carefully ſealed, made no doubt but it was that, 
and gave it to Or/amrs to break open, which he did, and 
found written on the Top, The Mzsfortunes of Fatyma. 

Bur, continu'd Beliſa, looking on her Watch, I am 
afraid it will be breaking too far into the Hours allow'd 
us for Repoſe, to enter into this Hiſtory To-night ; be- 
ſides, if you are not tired with what I have already re- 
lated, the Remainder will ſerve for a Part of your En- 
tertainment To-morrow.—Tho' all the Company were 
prodigiouſly charm'd both with the Hiftory, and her 
Manner of telling it, and had a kind of impatient Cu- 
rioſity to know the Concluſion, yet believing it would 
be too great a Fatigue to her at that time, agreed to 
defer it till the Morning. — They waited on her to her 
Apartment, where they found Julia and Orſames. The- 
lamont again embraced him, and congratulated him on 
the Happineſs he was going to enjoy—all the amiable 
Society took Part in their Deſtiny, and complimented 
them on it. After which they retired, to take the 
Sweets of that Repeſe which never can be ſought in 
vain by thoſe whoſe Sentiments are noble, and whole: 
Aim 1s Honour, 
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SECOND DAY. 


HE Queen of Night, uneafy that Morphe- 
J 25, ſhelter'd under the Umbrage of her 
Charms, ſhould ſo long detain, bound in 
2 his filken Fetters, Perſons, the leaſt Mo- 
£9 ment of whoſe Lives loſt, was an irrepa- 
parable Injury to the World, with Vigour laſu'd her 
iable Steeds to make way for the Approach of Day; 
who, ruſhing on the drowſy God, drove him, reluQant, 
to his dreary Cave, and open'd thoſe Eyes that, in re- 
turn, made him more reſplendent with their Luſtre, 

Txt Hour for the Ladies to rife in being come, in- 
form'd Urania that ſhe might ſee Be/i/a : She paſs'd 
into her Apartment with Felicia, and having renew'd 


their mutual Proteſtations of the ſincere Friendſhip they 


tad for each other, ſhe reminded her of the Impatience 
which, by her own, ſhe imagin'd her agreeable Com- 
pany were in to know the Adventures of Fama; which 
that obliging Lady being willing to gratify, accompanied 
her with Julia and Felicia into the Hall, where they 
found all the other Gueſts already up, and waiting their 
Approach. The uſual Civilities of the Bonjour being 
over, Beliſa taking a Paper out of her Pocket, NE 
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the Intreaties they were about to make her, by tellirg 
them, ſhe thought it now a fit Opportunity to let em 
know that part of Fatyma's Misfortune:, which they 
were yet unacquainted with: I have here ſaid ſhe, that 
Account of her Life which was written with her own 
Hand, and at her Death communicated to Or /ames— 
it is this. In ſp.aking theſe Words, ſhe open'd it, 
and read as follows. ; 


The Secret Hiſtory and Migfortunes of 


FATYMA. 


WAS born in Fez, one of thoſe few Kingdoms who 
have maintain'd their Liberty from being inſlav'd by 
the o'erpowring Pride of Europe. My Father was Bro- 
ther and preſumptive Heir of the Crown; for the then 
reigning Monarch was without Children, and of an Age 
when none could be expected. Fhey liv'd together in 
a perfect Amity, and free from all thoſe Jealoufies and 
Fears which too often are the Portion of the Great.— 
My Father and my Uncle being ſuch as I have deſcribed 
em, "tis not to be doubted but that I was bred up in 
the higheſt Expectations. Our Palace was continually 
crouded with Embaſſadors from foreign Courts, whole 
Princes ſought the Alliance of our Family; but a fa al 
Inſenſibility prevented me from being pleas'd with any 
of the Offers made me; and I was too great a favou- 
rite to have my Iuclinations forced. Tn the midit of 
Royal Solicitations, there was a Stateſman, no other- 
vile enobled than by the Favours the King had unde- 
tervedly conterr'd on him, had tne Arrogance to hope 
that from me, which I had refus'd to fo many ſove- 
reign Princes; preſuming that the fame Subtilties 
which had procur'd his Advancement in Fortune, 
would allo prevail on me. 
C-2 Tais 
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Tuts YTamaxc for that was his Name) had the Ar- 
rogance to tell me, that if I would conſent to marry him 
privately, he would eaſily find Means to oblige my Father 
and the Kingto approve my Choice; butwhenl reſented, 
as I ought, his Boldneſs, with the true Art of a *. 
he varied the Meaning of his Words in ſuch a Manner, 
as I ſcarce knew what to make of them, and ſhould have 
been greatly puzzled to have repreſented the Senſe of 
what he ſaid, if I had had a mind to it. It was how- 


ever the Influence of my ill. Stars which prevented me 


from complaining of his Preſumption, which had 1 done 


in Time, it might have depriy'd him of that Share he 
had of the King's Confidence, and contequently ſav'd 
us all from the Miſeries we have been ſince involv'd in. 
Txar Monſter, fill burning in a hopeleſs Paſſion for 
me, tcok Meaſures for the Gratification of it, ſuch as 
perhaps no Age yet ever parallel d: By the moſt unſuſ- 
pected Inſinuations that Hell e'er taught, he infus'd a: 
mutual Jealouſy between my Father and his Royal Bro- 
ther; and in a ſnort Timecontriv'd it fo, that they, be- 
fore the deareſt and moſt cordial Friends on Farth, grew 
the moſt inveterate Enemies. He perſuaded the eaſy Na- 
ture of the creculous King, that my Father, jmpatient of 
Sovereignty, and growing uneaſy i in a long Expectance, 
reſolv'd to mount the Throne by Force. Jo my Father, 
he alledg' d, that the King, inſtigated by ſome falſe Friends 
was made to believe he harbour'd treacherous Deſigns a 
gainſt him, which he reſolved to circumvent, by having 
him privately deſtroy'd. To avoid which, he diſſuaded 
him from coming to Court, always to keepa Guard about 
his Perſon, and a thouſand other ſuch like things, which 
were ſufficient to confirm the other in the Truth of all 
he had ſuggelte d. He brought it to that Height, that 
at length the King gave Orders for his Impriſonment, 
hoping thereby to tame an Ambition, which he would ra- 
ther have admonilh'd than chaſtis'd: But before the Of- 
ficers, who had the Command of ſeizing my Father, 
could reach our Palace, Yamaxo came, and with well- 
counterfeited Zeal and Friendſhip, gave Notic of the 
Danger, and advis'd him to make his Eſcape. —_— 
m—AN 
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—avd making no Scruple of revealing to ſuch a Friend 
as he believ'd Yamaxo, where he deſign'd to retire, by 
Letters they began a Conſpiracy, in which were after- 
wards a great Number of the Nobility engaged. Every 
thing being ripe for Execution, my Father now led in- 
deed an Army into the Field, tho' not as that deteſted 
Villain gave it out, to dechrone his Brother, but to vin- 


dicate himſelf, and oblige him to reſtore him to thoſe: 


Poſſeſſions which his Flight had forfeited. 
THe King ſoon rais'd Forces to oppoſe him; Ya- 


-axo Was made the General, which gave him an Op- 


portunity of ſometimes favouring one Party, ſometimes 
another, to keep the Event of War doubtful on both 
Sides; while ſtill continuing to incenſe each by private 
Inſinuations, prevented either from liſtening to any 
Terms of Accommodation. Numbers of unhappy 


Vicims to this Wretch's baſe Deſigns fell in three Bat- 


tles, in the laſt of which he diſtreſs'd my Father ſo 
much, that he was palt Hope of attempting another, 
when he receiv'd a Letter from 7amaxo, with an Offer 
of declaring himſelf his Adherent, and bringing to his 


Party all the Forces liſted in his Name, if-he in return. 


would give him Fathyma. The Propoſal ſeem'd too ad- 
vantageous to be refuſed, and all my Tears and Relue- 
tance were in vain. He ſent him an Anſwer of Con- 


ſent, and charged me to diſlemble my Concern: Then. 


came the Words of Tamaxs freſh into my Mind, that 
he would find Means to oblige him: to approve him for a 


Sen, I told. my Father of it, and my Opinion of his 


Proceeding, which was indeed a true one. But whe- 
ther he look'd on it only as the Effect of my Hatred 
which had incited me to raife this Story, or whether it 
was only the Exigence of his Affairs that made him re- 
gardleſs of it, I xnow not; but he was deaf to all I 


urged, and began to prepare for the meeting of Yamaxo,. 


and the ſolemnizing the intended Nuptials. 

Tre Diſtraction of my Soul is not to be exprefs'd ; 
but being always Mittrefs of an uncommon Share of 
Courage and Reſolution, I invented a Stratagem to de- 
yer me from this mot dreadful Evil, without conſi- 
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ſidering what others I might meet with: I dreſt myſelf 
in one of my Pages Clothes, and having got the Watch- 
Word, made my Eſcape thro' the Centinels at dead of 
Night. But it happen'd not ſo well with me after- 
wards; the Out-guards which were placed to watch 
the Counterſcarp of the King's Army, ſeiz'd on me, 
who being unprepar'd of an Excuſe, they took me for 
a Spy, and would not ſuffer me to go farther. I offer'd 
them Bribes {ufficient to have corrupted Perfons whom 
one would imagine leis mercenary ; but they were ei— 
ther too hone or too fearful, to accept them, and, in 
ſpite of ail I could do, would carry me to Tamayo. The 
Terror I was in, that he ſhould know me, I believe 
contributed to make him do ſo; for I had neither the 
Fower to form any plauſible Story for my coming to their 
Camp, nor to ditguiſe my Voice in thoſe Anſwers I 
was obliged to make him. In tne, he diſcover'd who 
I was immediately, and diſmiſſing thoſe who had brought 
me before him; "Tis well, my lovely Fugitive, ſaid he; 
Is this a Habit or an Hour in which a Maid of your 
Quality and Niceneſs ſhould chuſe toramble? Do theſe 
nocturnal Sallies become the Princeſs Fatyma? Any 


thing becomes me better, replied I, with my ufual 


tlaughtineis to him, than to be the Wife of ſo deteſt- 
ca 'Iraitor as Tamaxo; and tho' I find myſelf diſap- 
pointed in my intended Flight, be aſſur'd thou never 
malt reap any Advantage by my Misfortune ; not alf 
my Father's Power, not all thy Subtilties, ſnall terrify or 
perſuade me to be thine; thoſe who dare die, dare an 

thing. *Tis true, ſaid he, and that methinks ſhould put. 
Fatzma in mind, that Tamaxo, who often has prov'd 
the little Fear he has of Death, may alſo prove, he fears 
not to make uſe of this Opportunity, which his good 
Stars have ſent him, to gratify the Impatience of his 
Paſſion, without waitinga flow Conſent, or the Forma- 
I'ty of Ceremony. Yes, Fatyma, continued he, his Eyes 


blazing with luſtful Fires, I have you in my Power, and 


WII this Hour—this very Moment make uſe of it.— 
And ſo will I, cried I, drawing a Dagger which I had 
eonceal'd about me, incaſe any Accident thould happen, 
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and plung'd it in his Heart, —To Hell! ſaid I, and from 
the King of Furies receive the juſt Reward of all thy 
Treaſons here. I ſtruck the Blow with ſo much Force, 
that the Weapon was quite buried to the Hilt in his Bo- 
ſom. He ſpoke not, but fa ling on the Couch, to which 
he was dragging me, expir'd immediately, 

I nave often wonder d {nce at the Preſence of Mind 
which afliited me on this Occaſion: I no ſooner ſaw 
him dead than I ſearch d his Pocket, and taking out 
his Seal, went directly out of the Tent, and telling thoſe 
who kept it, "that they muſt admit me Paſſage to the 
next Guard; on ſhewing them the Signal, I was eaſily 
ſuffer'd to go thro' them; nor was it ſtrange I ſhould, 
Yamaxo had been uſed fo frequently to ſend private 
Diſpatches in this Manner to my Father, that they made 
na doubt but that I had brought, and was returning to 
him with ſome Intelligence. By this Means did I paſs 
ſafely thro' the Lines, but not daring to venture my Fa- 
ther's Indignation, till the firit Guſt of it was blown 
over, I went to a little Town on the Borders of Fez, 
deſigning to tarry there for ſome time, till I ſhould hear 
the Event of this War, and what was the Conſequence 
of Yamaxo's Death. Alas! I was inform'd of the Parti- 
culars but too ſoon; my Father taking Advantage of the 
Confuſion the Troops were in, by the ſudden Death of 
their General, fell on them immediately, and had indeed 
the better of them; but what avail'd it, when he him- 
ſelf, and his only Son, my Brother, fell in the Battle? Af- 
ter his Death the Conſpiracy was utterly diſſolv'd, and 
his Papers being brought to the King, he by them diſco- 
ver'd the Means by which he had been drawn td form it, 
and took ſo violent a Grict at the Knowledge, that he 
had been ſo much impos'd upon by the Treaſons of Ta- 
maxo, that, being of an Age not able to ſtruggle with 
the Force of any extraordinary Emotion, he fell into a 
Diſeaſe, which in a few Days put a Period to his Life. 

He was no ſooner expir'd, than a Nephewof Yamaxo's 
having by his Death become the Maſter of vaſt Poſ- 
ſeſtions, and had the Army entirely at his Devotion, took 
the Crown, without any Oppoſition, Some few there 
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were who urged my Right; but the Uncertainty wht 
was become of me filenc'd their Arguments; beſides, 
the Friends of Tamaxy had caus'd a Report to be ſpread 
abroad, that I was the Miſtreſs of his unlawful Love, 

and on ſome Jealouſy had murder'd him; for it was pre- 
ſently known, by the Purſuit that my Father made for 
me, and the Defcription of the Habit in which I had 
made my Eſcape, that it was I who ſtabb'd him. My 
Life was therefore proſcribed, and vaſt Rewards ofer'd 
to:thoſe who ſhould take me. I was too ſenſible of the 


little Inclination the People of Fez have of being under 


the Government of a Woman, join'd to the Knowledge 


of the Number and Power of thoſe who were Friends to: 


the Tyrant in Poſſeſhon, to expect any thing but Diſap- 
pointments, if I ſhould attempt to raiſe any Party againit 
him: I therefore reſolv'd to fit quiet, and being by the 


late Troubles wearied with the Fatigues and Turmoils- 


which attend Grandeur was well enough contented to- 
reſign my Share to thoſe whoſe more robuſt Spirits were 
better able to ſupport them. 


I LerT the Place I was in, and keeping ſtill my true 
Quality diſguis'd, found Means to be introduced to the 


Princeſs of Morocco. She receiv'd me into her E amily, 


and I liv'd there for more than two Years with as much: 


Tranquility as my Misfortunes would permit me to en- 


joy, t i] the Prince, her Huſband, ſeeing ſomething in 


me, which he thought worthy an extraordinary Recard, 
ſhe grew jealous; But being of a Diſpoſition more cun- 
ning than paſſionate, conceal'd it, till ſhe had an Op- 
portunity of getting me convey'd away in a Ship then 
ready to fail for Mexico with Slaves, of which Number 
I was made one. When landed I was expos'd to Sale 
among the reſt; it was my good Fortune, which, after 
ſuch Variety © f Evils, made Ro/imunda think me worth 
her Purchaſe; and with her it is that I Jdefir- to re- 
main till Heaven is pleas'd to put an End to my Misfor- 
tunes, by taking me to itſe f, and the Society ct thoſe 
who were ſo dear to me on Earth. 3 
ALL the Company were extremely pleas'] with the 


D. ſcovery of the Quality of her, who had de. lar'd her- 
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felf the Lover of Or/amcs, and a great Number of gal- 
lant Things were ſaid to him on the Occaſion; after 
which, Beli/areſum'd that Diſcourſe which the. Adven- 
tures of Fatyma had broke off. Julia growing every 
Day better and better, ſaid ſhe, I diſpatch'd a Meſſenger 
to Arimont, to defire him to come immediately to me, 
and bring with him the proper Perſons to acknowledge 
Or/ames; he took Poſt, and was ſoon follow'd by thoſe 
who were to be the Witneſſes: he appear'd fo infinitely 
charm'd with him, that he took all the neceſſary Steps 
to convince him that he preferr'd the Pleaſure of find- 
ing ſuch a Kinſman as he was, to any Eſtate he could 
have poſſeſs'd without him. We ſpent about a Week 
in ſettling the Affairs of Or/ames, in which Time Ja- 
lia was perfectly recover'd, excepting a little Weakneſs. 
And as we had often talk'd to thele accompliſh'd Cava- 
liers of the Perſons we moſt eſteem'd, they begg'd to 
accompany me, to defire you, dear Crania, to partake 
of our Joy.—I would have left Julia with Philemera, 
but ſhe would not deprive her of the Pleaſure of coming 
to ſee you, nor ſeparate her from Or/ames, who is uneaty 
to find himſelf a Moment without her. — Their Marri- 
age is to be concluded in a few Days, and I beg you to 
honour the Ceremony with your engaging Company, 
and that of your Friends; it will be ſolemniz'd at my Seat, 

to prevent the Croud and Trouble of many Viſitors. 
BELISA having left off ſpeaking, and receiv'd the 
Thanks of all preſent, Urania inform'd her of the Law 
they had impos'd on themſelves during their Stay in that 
Place; and ſhe found it ſo much to her Taſte, that ſhe 
promis'dtoſubmittoitwi ha great deal of Pleaſure. As 
it was one of thoſe fine ſerene Days whichadmitof walk - 
ing, Urania propos'd taking a Turn till Dinner; they 
agreed to it, and they all repair'd to the Terraſs which 
commanded the River; after having admir'd the Pro- 
ſpe&, the happy Situation of the Houſe, and prais'd UV. 
rania for the caſy and gallant Manner with which ſhe 
receiv'd her Company, every body ſeated themielves. I 
aſſure you, ſaid Urania, you allow me a Merit which is 
waolly owing to yourſelves; as I love and eſteem you 
all 
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all infinitely, tis th it animates my Actions: What comes 
from the Heart, is always accompanied with an Air of 
Eaſe, which cannot be diſguis'd: My Temper is ſuch, 

that if the Company were leſs agreeable to me, I ſhould 
be leſs fo to them; and tho' I would not be wanting in 


-ood Manners, I ſhould be under a certain Conſtraint 


which would diſturb their Reception. 

”Frs true, ſaid Felicia, I have ſeen Urania on ſuch 
an Occaſion, and ſhe is not the ſame Perſon; ſhe becomes 
as ſerious, and even ſomething more ſo with Perſons ſhe 
does not love,” as ſhe is engaging and entertaining with 
thoſe ſhe does; And you may read in her Face almoſt 
every thing that paſſes in her Heart. A free and open 
Temper, cried Orophanes, is certainly a very great 
Charm; but ſtill, methinks, there ought to be a little 
Policy blended with i it, and tho! all the World does not 
Mleaſe us, 'tis our Intereſt to endeavour to make our- 
telves agreeable to them, What you call Policy, inter- 
rupted Camilla, with a gay Air, is nothing but Diſſimu- 
lation, and that is a Fault I cannot pardon. You pro- 
nounce a little too haſtily, amiable Camilla, replied The- 
ſamont, there are Occafions when Diflimulation is abſo- 
Jately neceſſary; without it Kings could not ſupport 
the Weight of their Crowns, preſerve or enlarge their 
Dominions, or determine the different Intereſts of their 
Allies or Enemies. Leaves the XIth was the greateſt 
Politician, and the moſt ſpiritous Prince of his T. ime; 
by Fineſſes, where he ran no Riſque, ke often did more 
Hurt to his Enemies, than if he had led an Army into 
their Countries. Policy is of ſo great Eſtimation among 
Potentates, that Charles V. always carried the Life of 
Leavis XI. in his Pocket in all his Voyages; and it is a 
Remark, that in the midſt of a Court, the politeſt ſince 
the Roman Emperor s, he every day allotted two Hours 
to the reading it. He A1 VIII. King of England did the 
ſame, but he unluckily only imitated the Cruelty of it. 

Tnar's what I waited for, cried Camilla, you muſt 
agree with me that Cruelty 1s often the Child of Po- 
licy. I grant, ſaid Orophanes, that Policy does ome- 
times lead Princes to Actions that are cruel, and that 
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Diſſimulation is a Part of Policy; but it is alſo a neceſſa- 
ry Part of it to accompliſh great Actions; and when 
Glory is the Aim, tis even a Virtue to know how to 
diſſemble well; and I praiſe that Art on ſome Occaſions | 
as much as I blame it on others. To embrace one's Bro- 
ther, and conceal one's Hatred, the better to get an Op- 
ortunity for Revenge, as Nero did with Britannicus, is a 
criminal Diſſimulation; as was the Action of Artzxerxes 
towards Artaban, who pretended his Armour hurt him, 
and defir'd that Warrior to change with him, which he 
id; but he had no ſooner pull'd it off, than Artaxerxes 
plung'd a Poniard into his Breaſt. Theſe are Pieces of 
Diſſimulation unworthy not only of the Royal Majeſty, 
but of all Men of Honour, and which ought to be avoid- 
ed as the Ruin of Glory and Reputation. Lewzs XI. was 
once guilty of an Action, to which he was neither induc'd 
by Policy nor a neceſſary Diſſimulation ; which will ſhew 
you, that when a Prince is cruel, he looks on his Sub- 
Jets no otherwiſe than as Goods, which he may diſpoſe 
of according to the Time, Place, or his own Caprice. 
In the Reign of that Monarch the Cuſtom of travel- 
ling to the Holy Land was very prevalent. The Prior 
of St. Coſme, near Plaſir le Tours, a Man of exemplary 
Piety, out of the Exceſs of his Devotion, determined to 
go thither. He aſk'd Leave of the Court, obtain'd it, 
and ſetting forth, arriv'd ſafely at Feru/a/em ; but in his 
Return was taken by the Balgarians, and made a Slave. 
He continued twelve Years in that unhappy Situation, 
The length of his Abſence perſuaded every body he 
was dead, and one of the King's Chaplains believing 
the Priory vacant, begg'd it of him, who gave it with- 
out Scruple. Accordingly he took Poſſeſſion of it. 
SoME Years after, the old Prior, having regain'd his 
Liberty, return'd to France, oppreſs'd with Age and 
Misfortunes : His firſt Care was to repair to his Priory ; 
but finding it was fill'd, went to the Court, which was 
then at Plaſir le Tours; his venerable Air, which a long 
Beard had render'd more commanding Reſpect, the Re- 
cital of the Woes he had endur'd, and the unhappy Con- 
dition he was in, inſpir'd all, who ſaw or heard him, with 
Compaſſion, THz 
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Tue King, to whom he preſented himſelf, promis'd 
to reſtore him to his Benefice, or, in exchange, to give 
him ſome other as good; but that Prince, not makin 
any Haſte in the Performance of what he had made him 
hope, the unhappy Prior inceſſantly importun'd him: 
The King thinking he grew troubleſome, and not verx 
inclinable to grant his Requeſt, one Night call'd for 
Triſtant the Hermit, his Grand-Prevot, and order'd 
him to rid him of the Prior of 87. Co/me. Triftant, ac- 
cuſtom'd to ſuch Executions, thought of nothing but 
ſhewing his Obedience, and, taking a Confeſſor with 
him, went the next Day to the Priory ; where finding 
the preſent Prior at Table with ſome of his Friends, he 
invited the Grand-Prevot to fit down with them: But 
he, whoſe Orders were preſſing, declar'd them in a pa- 
thetic Manner. His Friends and he at firſt thought 
that Tri/fant was inclin'd only to divert himſelf ; but he 
ſoon related the Command he had received in ſuch a 
Manner, as left no Room for doubting the Truth of 
what he ſaid. The poor Prior, finding there was no 
Remedy, ſettled his Affairs, and prepared himſelf for | 
another World, as much as the ſhort Time he had al- 
low'd him, would give leave. After which, 7Tri/ant 
order'd him to be put into a Sack, with a great Weight 
at the Bottom of it, and thrown into the Loyre. 

THe next Day he attended the King, with an Aſſu- 
rance that he had perform'd his Duty, as to what he 
had commanded him concerning the Prior. The King 

 ſeem'd ſatisfy d. But a few Hours after, walking in 
the Palace-Garden, he perceiv'd the venerable old Prior 
of St. Co/me coming towards him: On which, turning 
towards Trilant ; Wretch, ſaid he, have you impos'd 
on me? Your Life ſhall anſwer the Arrogance, Tr:/- 
tant, very much alarm'd, threw himſelf at his Feet, 
affirming that he had punctually obey'd his Commands. 
But, ſaid the King, do you not ſee him before your 
Eyes? pointing to the Prior. Sir, reply'd he, the Miſ- 
take has only been occaſion'd by your Majeſty ; you 

commanded me to rid you of the Prior of Sf. Cojme; 
I went to the Priory, and took him that was in _ . 
on, 
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ſion, and drown'd him: But it is eaſy to repair the 
Fault; I will make away with this alſo. No, ſaid the 
King, tis very well. Then turning to the Prior; Go, 
good Man, ſaid he to him, and take poſſeſſion of your 
Benefice, 'tis now vacant, 

You ſee, continu'd Orophanes, of what little Uſe to 
the State was the Death of this innocent Prior ; and by 
this Inſtance muſt infer, that it was more a Cruelty of 
Diſpoſition than Policy, which induced Lewis XI. to 
{end him out of the World. 

IT muſt be allow'd, ſaid Bellſa, that the Adventure 
of the Prior was ſomewhat extraordinary : But fince 
our Converſation turns on the Actions of Princes, tho' 
it be different from the Subject, yet it may not be im- 
proper, if I relate to you a Sentence of Charles V. which 
tho' on a Trifle, ſeems to me to be admirable. This 
Emperor, reſiding at Braſſelt, and holding there a mag- 
nificent Court, the great Princes in Europe adorning it, 
had baniſh'd all ſuperfluous Ceremonies, that it might 
be as free as pompous. Two Lad es of diſtinguiſh'd 
Quality took it in their Heads to interrupt this Liber- 
ty, by quarrelling for the Preheminence. The thing was 
carry'd to a great Length, and Charles ſeeing that the 
Pleaſures of the whole Court were interrupted by the 
Foible of theſe two Ladies, would himſelf be Judge in 
it; and ſetting a Day for determining this Affair, there 
was prepared for him a ſtately Throne, which he 
mounted, attended by all his Grandees, and heard the 
Council of the Parties, who were both preſent. The 
Cauſe was pleaded with Vigour on both Sides ; but the 
Emperor finding the Arguments pretty equal, and de- 
firing to end the Affair, without diſobliging any one, 
gave Sentence, that the leaſt wiſe of the two ſhould 
have the Precedence ; and ſo broke up the Aſſembly, 
with a general Applauſe of the Deciſion. 

Tuts was a very pretty Turn, ſaid Urania, yet ſtill 
it keeps us inſenſibly on Politics. Charles V. ſhew'd 
his Wiſdom in this Determination, ſince too often the 
Quarrels of Women give Men Occafion to take Part in 
them; and a thing which is in reality of little Conſe- 
quence, 
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quence, many times becomes a State-Aﬀair. Charles's 
Prudence prevented all the Accidents that might have 
happen'd. It did ſ>, reſum'd Beli/a, and as each of 
the Ladies wiſh'd to appear the Wiſeſt, they found 
themſelves both oblig'd to give way, or elle to embrace 
that amiable Liberty the Emperor had eſtabliſh'd ; and 


tie Men of each Party were forc'd to make a Jeſt of 


an Affair, which might, by the indiſcreet Pride of our 


Sex, have become very ſerious. 


THELAMONT ought to be very well ſatisfy'd, 
cry'd Arimont, with the Company's carrying Policy to 
ſuch a Degree of Neceſſity; for, if I miſtake not, he 
has ſeem'd very vigorous in the Defence of it. And 1 
am ſo far of his Mind, ſaid Orophanes, that I think, with- 


out it, 'tis impoſſible for a Prince to govern well; and 


that without Study, and the Art of Policy, a King muſt 
certainly fall into great Errors. Doubtleſs, rejoin'd T he- 
lamont, a Prince born to hold the Reins of a Kingdom, 
ought inceſſantly to apply himſelf to Study; Hiſtory 
ſupplying him with various Examples-of Wiſdom, Pru- 
dence, Equity, Juſtice, and Policy, oa which he muſt mo- 
del his Actions, in order to make himſelf lov'd and fear'd. 
But, ſaid Arimont, can't Men regulate their Actions 
by their own Experience and Inſight into Affairs, with- 
out the Afiſtance of Study? Muſt they be always ty'd 
down to follow Precedents? There are ſeme who 
think they may, cry'd Thelamont ; but I can't bear 
that a Man of your Senſe and Underſtanding ſhould 
continue in that Error; and ] aſſure you, I ſhall ſpare 
no Pains to convince you, Men may have in them the 
Seedsof Virtue; but without Study, andthe Knowledge 
of Things palt, they cannot be ripen'd into Perfection. 
Kings, above all other Men, have need of the Example 
of former Potentates ; 'tis a Light which guides their 
Actions all their Lives. If it be true, that there is an 
Art even in driving a Chariot, ſteering a Ship, building 
a Houſe, or managing things of yet leis Ingenuity ; how 
much more muſt there be in the Adminiſtration of a 
monarchic or republic State? He that would breed 
up a Hawk, ought to learn the Method; and infinitely 
| more 
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More ought he, whoſe Province it 1s to govern Men, 
the moſt capricious, fantaſtic, and refractory cf all 
Creatures, and who require the greateſt Dexterity in 
managing ? Uſed to Sovereignty over every Species of 
the Creation, with Difficulty he ſubmits to the Govern- 
ment of his Fellow-Creature.—Certainly if nothing was 
neceſſary towards the ſubduing of a People, but Courage 
to attempt it, and making uſe of our own Notions; or, 
to ſpeak like our new Heretics in Policy, to leave eve- 
ry thing to Hazard, in vain have ſo many Hiſtorians, 
great Poets, Orators and Philoſophers, employ'd their 
Jime, and broke their Reſts for the Inſtruction of 
Princes, Magiſtrates, and Miniſters of State; yet, I be- 
lieve that every body will acknowledge, that Poſterity 
has been infinitely obliged to them, and mutt look on 
their divine Writings, as containing all the Maxims re- 
quiſite to the Art of Ruling : For from them have the 
greateſt Stateſmen taken their Knowledge ; 'tis by their 
Care that we every Day lay before us the Examples of 
the Egyptians, Perſians, Athenians, and Romans. 

Ir there was any Ground for Arimont's Notions, what 
Occaſion have we to be inform'd of the Actions of 
thoſe Princes or Sovereigns, who have govern'd fo 
many Nations? It would be alſo unneceſſary for Poſte- 
rity, to know what paſſes in our Age, were we not con- 
vinc'd there is an Art in ruling well, which cannot be 
acquired but by weighing things paſt, which Hiſtory 
preſents us with, as Mirrors and Guides in our Affairs, 
preſont and to come, Can there be ſo beautiful a Sci- 
ence as that which preſerves Peace? A Science which, 
inſtcad of beirg deitroy'd by Time, is enrich'd, aug- 
mented, and brought nearer to Perfection. Every thing 
flouriſhes in the State where that is cultivated; and, 
where it is neglected, Ruin and Perdition are the unfail- 
ing Conſequences. I very well know indeed, that not- 
withſtanding the Uſe of Wiſdom and Policy, tis very 
difficult for Princes and great Miniſters to content every 
body. The Accidents which daily arrive, and are im- 
poſlible to be foreſeen, the Envy of Cotemporaries, the 
Calumnies which are ſpread among the People, and the 

Care 
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Care Malecontents always take to blacken the moſt 
innocent Actions, 1s, generally ſpeaking, the Reaſon. 
For it is as hard to pleaſe every body, as Simonides 
pleaſantly ſaid, as it is to fit a Garment to the Mcoz, 
that never continues a Minute in the ſame Shape. But 
what Glory then muſt it be for a Prince, or a Miniſter, 
who, deſpiiing thoſe vile Creatures, always conſults 
the Good of the State? Every thing he undertakes 1s 
crown'd with Succeſs, and he is reſpected by his Neigh- 
bours, and by his Subjects, 

IT is certain, ſaid O-ophanes, that the Art of Policy 
muſt be acquired by Study and Experience ; and that 
many may ſay with the Emperor Commodus, that they 
are born Kings and Princes; but nobody can pretend 
to be enduec, when born, with Policy and the Art of 


govern.i:.. Yet thele new Doctors in Politics, cry'd 
Arins 1, old that all Monarchies have their Begin- 
ning appointed Time of Maturity, and their Pe- 
rio ©. tcrmuined by Fate; ſo that all Politics are un- 
nece ; ard'fay with Lictwins, that too much Learn- 
ing (ic Ruin of Commonwealths; and that all Books 


oug!.is be forbid as pernicious. That is a moſt con- 
demnable Piece of obſtinate Ignorance indeed, interrupt- 
ed Thelamont, which precipitates a Nation into irre- 
trievable Misfortunes: Alexander, the Conqueror, was 
of a very diftcrent Opinion ; he ſtiled the Liad of Ho- 
mer a true Guide in military Aſtairs, and conſtantly lay 
with that and his Sword under his Head. Julius Cæ- 
ſar, in his Expeditions, always carry'd a Library with 


him, which he conſtantly ſtudy'd, communicating the 


Remarks he made to his Generals, his Miniſters, and 
thoſe who govern'd the Provinces. Theſe great Men 
did not think their own Wiſdom ſufficient to carry 'em 
thro' every t..ng. Alexander was wont to ſay, that 
he ow'd more to his Preceptor Ariſtotle, than to Phi- 
lip of Maceden, his Father, That glorious King, whoſe 
Heart was {0 much bent on War, had a View to Fame 
in ſomething he thought preferable to Arms, and 
modeſtly complain'd, in a Letter he wrote to Ariſtotle, 
that he was concern'd he ſhould publiſh the Inſtructions 
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he had beſtow'd on him, becauſe others might profit by 
them, as he had done: and he had much rather ſur- 
paſs Mankind in Learning than in Power and Riches, 
Demetrius the Phalerian advis'd King Ptolemy, and all 
other Princes, to ſtudy Night and Day; and it was a 
Saying of Plato's, that that Commonwealth was hap- 
py whoſe Governor was a Philoſopher. In fine, Stu- 
dy enlightens the Underſtanding, and leads Men to a 
perfect Knowledge of themſelves, which renders them 
more humane, and excites them more to Virtue. The 


Trophies of Miltiades rous'd up Themiflacles; fo have 


{ſeveral Heroes been inſpir'd by the Examples of thoſe 
who have been before them; witneſs the Scipio's, the 
Cato's, the Emilius's, and the Cz/ars. Learning be- 
gets Authority, Credit, and Reſpe&t among Men; 
and the Love of the whole World is the Fruit of a wiſe 
Behaviour. How can a Prince, whoſe Rank places him 
ſo far above the Vulgar, be capable of gueſſing the 
Calamities his People may fall into, but by Study ? 
How can he diſcover the ſecret Plots that are contrived 
to enſnare him; how can he preſerve himſelf from 
the Flatteries his Ears are perpetually beſieged with? 
Books have a greater Privilege than Men? they explain 
themſelves with Freedom, and their Counſels and Re- 
proaches are liſten d to without Anger; they ierve as 
Antidotes to the Poiſon of Flattery, and may be con- 
ſulted at all Times, and on all Occaſions. Would you 
ſee what Effect the Deſire of Liberty has upon the 
Soul, what is the Conſequence of a baſe Action, what 
Remorſe follows Cruelty, and how ineſtimabic a Vir- 
tue Clemency is; would you look into the Viciſſitudes 
of Fortune, and how liable to Change 1s the Condition 
of the moſt Powerful preſent, Hiſtory ſhews it all with- 
out Diſguiſe. Tis the Theatre where the whole World 
is repreſented; we here find every thing we want; we 
view Tempeſts and Shipwrecks without Terror; Battles 
and Sieges, without Danger; the Cuſtoms and Manners 
of all Nations, wituout Expence; and 'tis here we may 
tind the Beginnings and Endings, the Flouriſhing and 
Decay of Empires. I ſubmit, ſaid 4rimont, * 
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find your Reaſons ſo juſt and well grounded, that I now 
blame thoſe who will have it to be, as I endeavour'd to 
maintain, that Experience alone was ſufficient. But J 
can't repent having been the Occaſion of a Diſcourſe, 
the Beauties of which I am ſo charm'd with: and I 
believe they are not a few who have taken the Liberty 
to contradict Thelamont, cn purpole to give him an Op- 
portunity of anſwering them. I muſt own, added Be- 
4%, that he has maintain'd his Opinion with ſuch ad- 
mirable Learning and Eloquence, as very well demon- 
ſtrates the Advantages of Literature, which has aided 
him in ſo agreeable a Converſation. Thelamont anſwer'd 
with Modeſty to the Praiſes he had ſo well deſerved ; 
and, that he might put a ſtop ro them, made the Com- 
pany take notice that 'twas Dinner-time; they got up, 
and walking towards the Houſe, found every thing was 
ready to be ferv'd to able. Mirth, a mutual Love and 
Confidence, and a noble Frankneſs, animating this amia- 
ble Society, one ma) ſay heir Fleaſures were compleat. 

ArTeR Uinner was over, Beliſa would make every 
one ſubmit to the Law winch had been made, and de- 
fired them to follow her to the Library. They con- 
ſented; and having in the fame Manner as the Day 
before, ſeated themſelves, and taking up Books, no- 
thing was heard but the Ruſtle of turning over Leaves: 
Beliſa was the firſt that broke Silence; I have hap- 
pened, ſaid ite, on the Inſtructions which B＋ gives 
his Son, which puts me in mind of what Philimena 
has wrote to lia; 'tis a Piece worth your Attention, 
and will let you ſee the Humour and Underſtanding 
of that amiable Woman. At theſe Words the Com- 
pany begg'd ſhe would not defer the Pleaſure they pro- 
poſed to themſelves in hearing it. As I deſire, ſaid 
Julia, never to ſtray from the Rules Phi/emena has ſet 
me, I always carry them about me, ſo can eaſily ſa- 
tisfy your Curioſity : In ſpeaking this, ſhe preſented to 
Urania a little Book in Manuſcript; who taking it 
with a Grace pecnliar to herſelf, and perceiving her 
Friends diſpoſing themſelves to give Attention, began 
to read, | 
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General Inſtructions of a MOTHER to 


a DAUGHTER for ber Conduft in 
Life. 


N the Plan of your Education, my dear Julia, I 
have conſulted your Glory more than my own, 
and ſhall be compleatly happy to ſee you perfect with- 
out any Vanity, in having doubly form'd you, by Blood, 
and Precepts: The only Pleaſure I propoſe to myſelf, 
is ſeeing you follow them, which your Docility in liſten- 
ing to them flatters me you will do. I give you my 
Inſtructions in Writing, that in what Place or Condi- 
tion ſoever you are, they may be always preſent with 
you, and that when Death deprives you of me, it ma 

not, at the ſame time, rob you of that which may be 
more uſeful to you than myſelf. A Cuſtom wiſely in- 
troduced into the World, having made me traſt your 
bringing up to Perſons who are, by being ſhut in a 
Cloiſter, ſecur'd from all worldly Troubles, will there- 
fore prevent two Things equally unhappy ; either too 
great an Inclination for a monaſtic Life, or too violent 
an Abhorrence of it : Be upon your Guard, my deareſt 
Fulia, againſt both. Youth, always fond of Novelty, 
often ſurrenders itſelf without conſulting Reaſon. The 
Tranquillity of a monaſtic Life, the inticing Diſcourſes 
of thoſe whoſe only Aim is to make you embrace the 
Vows they are already bound by, makes me apprehend 
your adding to the Numb-r of ſo many young Crea- 
tures, who are, by an inacceſſible Grate often render'd 
more wretched than thoſe whoſe Morals have been cor- 
rupted by the World. When Remorſe aſſaults one in 
the Cloiſter, one muſt be very particularly endow'd 
with Grace to find any Remedy, fince the only ones 
that can be apply'd, are the very Cauſes of our AMic- 
tion; as Retirement, Prayer, and a regular, and a reli- 
gious Life. One is then apt to paint the World in ſuch 


lively and beautiful Colours, that one burns with an Im- 
Ver, , D 
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patience to be in it, and cannot forbear lamenting the 


Impoſſibility there is of ever doing it. How will the 


Mind, inſuch a Caſe, be rack'd with ten thouſand tor- 
turing Ideas! One thinks thoſe very things fill'd with 
Charms, which are, in reality, Subjects only of Sorrow 
and Vexation; Vice appears dreſs'd in the Shape of 
Virtue, and without ſinning in the Practic Part, one 
does ſo doubly in the Theorie. 

Wren a Perſon has lived in the World, and has 
had the Misfortune to give into ſome of the little Fol- 
lies of it, the Remorſe of an irregular Conduct, and the 
Diſguſt of a Life fill'd with Intrigue; every thing ap- 
pears in its proper Colours, and one looks on Retire- 
ment as the moſt ſovereign Bleſſing. We ought there- 
fore to know ourſelves thoroughly before we enter into 
ſuch a Life. But perhaps you'll ſay, Muſt we then 
plunge ourſelves into Vice, that our Return to Virtue 
may be with the more Vigour? No, that is not what 
I mean, but I would have you be Witneſs of the Fail- 
ings of others, without erring yourſelf, that ill Examples 
may ſerve as a Preſervative to your Diſcretion ; and 
that comparing the 'Troubles, Noiſe, Hurry, and Con- 
fuſion, and an intereſted and intriguing World, with 
the ſerene Comforts of Retirement, you mav conſult 

our Heart in the Choice, and then embrace that to 
which you are moſt inclined. One may live as regu- 
larly in the World as in a Cloiſter, and perhaps bet- 
ter ; a genercus Mind, when it has the Power of do- 
ing Evil, will rather avoid it, than when it is under a 
Conſtraint. 

THE Charms with which Heaven has bleſs'd you, 
while they delight the Eye, make me tremble for you 
hereafter. . Beauty has often been the Rock on which 
Virtue has ſplit, when Care has not been taken to en- 
rich the Mind with Meaſures which may defend i: in 
all the various Changes of Life. A ſplendid Fortune is 
ever attended by Luxury, whoſe Companion 1s Coquet- 
ry. The Adoration of the Men, and the perpetual Flat- 
teries one meets with from them, are often toe pleaſing 
to our Vanity; and, by liſtening to a Number, the Heart 

1s 
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is uncertain in its Determination, and one inſenſibiy 
gives up to a Croud that Reputation we fear to truſt 
with one fingle Perſon, and which ought to be dearer te 
one than one's Life. Poverty, Misfortunes, and a Life 
embitter'd by eternal Vexations, is no leſs fatal to Vir- 
tue; ſuch a Woman is apt to make uſe of her Beauty 
to ſubdue her Enemies to procure her Frie. ds in 
Time of Need: She meets, tis probable, with danger- 
ous Conſolers, and her Honour 1s the Sacrifice to Gra- 
titude, To prevent theſe Accidents, Wiſdom is the 
only Means; but endeavour to be w/e without Ae. 
tion; Wiſdom does not require ſo much outward Shea, 
as inward Severity. Be prudent, without being a Prude : 
Let your Modeſty be accompanied with Gatety, and your 
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> KReſerve with Good. Nature: Apply yourſelf to learn 

What will embelliſh your Mind, but let not Vanity attend 

e | your Knowledge: Let your Philaſophy be Chriftian : Be 

ʒt affable and obliging to all, intimate but with feav, Pi- 

55 the Misfortunes you are in no Proſpect of feeling : 

s | Behave without too much Submiſſion to your Equals, 

d | and without Pride to your Inferiors: Comfort the Diſ- 
n- | treſled of all Conditions: Do nothing but what is 
th praiſe-worthy, without aiming at Praiſe ; the Oftenta- 
alt tion of a good Action often eclipſes the Glory which it 
to would otherwiſe deſerve. If Fate allots you to a happy 

zu- Marriage, make the Bleſſing permanent by Love, Vir- 
et- tue, and a generous Confidence. If, on the contrary, 
lo- þ youare unfortunately ſo, and your Mind torn and diſ- 
x 4 trated with the Agonies of domeſtic Jars, look out for 
| Friends who have a greater Regard for your Virtue 

ou, than your Beauty; and if by that means you get no Re- 
yo'l lief, ſeek it from him who alone can excricate us out of 


ich the deepeſt Diſtreſs. If you love your Huſband paſ- 
en- ſionately, and he but ill returns your Tenderneſs, let 
in Mildneſs, Complaiſance, and a blameleſs Conduct be 
the only Arms wherewith you combat his III humour; 
Jealouſy, Sullenneſs, or a peeviſh Melancholy will never 
late regain a Heart liable to wandering. If the Match is 
ing | diſproportion'd, and he happens to be very agreeable in 
eart his Humour, but the contrary in his Perſon, never ceaſe 
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endeavouring to conquer your Diſlike, and remember 
the Beauties of the Mind are by far the moſt preferable. 

If you chance to be equally indifferent to each 

other, let not that draw you into any Irregularities, 

ſhun the Opportunities of finding in another the Charms 

that are wanting in your Huſband, and let the Force of 
Duty ſupply the Defects of Fondneſs. 

Tis in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe that 'tis difficult 
to preſerve one's Virtue ; but then ' tis, at theſe Times, 
that it is moſt requiſite, and appears with greater Luſtre. 
A Woman perfectly happy, who is not wanting in her 
Duty, is e/tecmed without being praiſed, becauſe having 
no Complaint, ſhe has no Pretence for doing otherwiſe ; 
but a Woman that is »nfortunate, and yet wiſe, ſeems 
to exceed even Expectation. The Virgin, or the Wi- 
dow-ſtate alſo ſeems to me as much or more expos'd to 
Danger; a young Woman that is left without Father or 
Mother, and entirely Miſtreſs of her Actions, can't be 
too circumſpect in them. She takes no Step that 
does not endanger her Reputation; if ſhe keeps a great 
deal of Company ſhe paſſes for a Coquette ; it ſhe con- 


fines berſelf to a few ſelect Friends, ſhe then has ſome 


ſecre: Intripve ; in ſhort, every body paſs their Judg- 
ment on her with leſs Charity, becauſe they know ſhe 
has n body to bs reſponſible for her Conduct. Tis then 
I adv.ſc Retiren ent but without entering into religious 
Orde s If you ſhould marry, and your Huſband 
die, t.ke care rot to imitate thoſe Women, who think, 
becau'e they have nobcdy to whom they are obliged to 
be ac:ountable for hat they do, they may with Safety 
aban.!on themſelves to an irregular Conduct, believing 
that, under the Umbrage of their Crape, they may 
conc-al the looſe Inclinationsof their Hearts. A Widow 
oug it to be more nice in her Behaviour than either a 
Wife cr a Maid: The State ſhe has paſt through ſhould 
make her obſerve a greater Decorum, fince the ought 
to reſume the Modeſty and Innocence of a Maid, with 
the Knowledge of a Wife; Wiſdom mult bea her inſepa- 
ble Guide, or ſhe will be liable to Cenſure; if ſhe can 
thcrefore be diſengag'd 'rom the Cares of a Family, ard 

the 
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the Affairs which are capable of retaining her in the 
World, the beſt thing ſhe can do, is to retire herſelf 
from it : She knows all the Deficiencies of it, the In-- 
juitice, the Cruelty, and the Afflictions of it; the Plea- 
ſures ſhe has enjoy'd not having recompens'd the Pains, 
a Cloiſter is for her a ſafe and ſure Aſylum. Ah! how 
acceptable to Heaven is ſuch a Sacrifice]! Religion 
meets with no Oppoſition in her Soul, free and detach d 
from the Things of this World, all would otherwife 
ſeem Conſtraint, is now joy and Comfort. Let none but 
theſe, and Maids of a mature Age, who have had Time 
to reflect on the Life they are entering into, pretend to 
embrace Holy Orders ; let there be no forc'd Calls, no 
Victims of Family and Intereſt. Tis not but dat Grace 
may operate in young People, but ſuch ſort of Holocauſts 
are ſcarce; and, among the great Number of Nuns, 
thoſe that are content are by much the ſmalleſt Part. 

Tn us, my deareſt Julia, have I led you through the 
different Stages of human Life, and hope, when you 
read this, you'll rather think it came from a Friend, 
whoſe Tenderneſs endeavour'd to make you perfect, 
than from a Mother grown ſevere by Age; and do not 
enquire whether ſhe who gave you theſe Leſſons ob- 
ſerv'd 'em herſelf ; only think, that ſhe who could give 
em was capable of following em; others Faults do not 
leſſen ours, but ought to ſerve as Examples to deter us 
from em. T flatter myſelf, from the Obſervations I 
have made on your Temper, that this Abridgment of 
your Conduct may be ſerviceable to you in all the In- 
ſtances of your Life, on which I beſeech the Divine 
Being to pour his holy Bleſſings. 

Wren Urania had done reading, This, ſaid The- 
lamont, 1s an amiable Manner of inſtructing ; there 
runs thro' the whole Work a certain Tenderneſs and 
Gentleneſs, which very much adds to the Value of it. 
As for me, ſaid Or/ames, it ſhall be ſo much my Care 
to render Julia happy in a married State, that I hope ſhe 
will have no Occaſion for the Leſſons which relate to an 
unfortunate Match. I own, added Florinda, that this 13 
a much better Method of teaching Youth than Severity; 


D 3 the 


"3 Pad 
the "en! readily inclines to Virtue, when 'tis pointed out 
with Delicacy, I am charm'd with it, cried Camilla, 
tor | can't bear the Meaſures ſome Parents take in the 
Education of their Children, who ſtrive by Dintof Blows 
and harſh Expreſſions to fright 'em into Virtue. That 
is the Reaſon, ſaid 4rimont, that we ſee Numbers of 
Men and Women, as ſoon as they are free from the pa- 
ternal Yoke, give themſelves blindly up to their Paſ- 
fions ; their Leſſons of Honour and Wiſdom being given 
them with Severity, they are no ſooner at Liberty than 
they miſapply 'em, and, inſtead of their Admonitions, 
only remember the IIl- nature of thoſe who gave them. 
This puts me in mind, reſum'd 7he/amont, of a Story 
that Montaigne relates upon the Subject of Children's E- 
ducation; he blames, as much as we, the too great Se- 
verity of Parents, who ſeek rather to be feared than 
loved, retrenching even the tender Names that Nature 
gives 'em. the Son calling his Father Sir, and his Mo- 
ther Madam; on which he tells us, that a Perſon of 
Diſtinction, a Friend of his, who had loſt his only Son, 
a Youth of great Hopes in the Army, in diſcourſing 
with him onthe Afffiction ſuch a Loſs muſt be, ſaid, my 
greateſt Grief is the having brought up my Son with io 
much Severity, that it hid from him the Tenderneſs I 
had for him, and that he died with the Idea of my 
loving him but ſienderly: This muſt have been a very 
cutting Regret, added 7 helamont, and is a good Leſſon 
for Fathers. Montaigne on this makes Reflexions, 
which we are apt to make as well as he, but I wiſh we 
would not coafine em only ta Reaſoning, but put em 
in Practice alſo. his Example, faid Orophanes, is 
not only applicable to Fathers, but to all Mankind in 
general, who ſeldom underſtand the Value of Things till 
they poſſeſs them no longer. A Father, a Son, a Friend, 
a great Monarch, a Hero, are never ſo much reſpected, 
loved, or valued, during their Life-time, as after their 
Death : The Sorrow for the Loſs of them has thisin par- 
ticular, that it brings to mind thoſe Actions which their 
being alive had made to be forgot. Tis a certain Truth, 
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Value of Coriolanus, till they had baniſh'd-him, and the 
Volſcians, who had been ſo often defeated by him, had 
made him their General, and under his Conduct drawn 
Victory to their Side, What a prodigious Alteration in 
the Roman Affairs was occaſion'd by the Death of Quin- 
tus Fabius? —— Did not that of Marcellus hinder the 
City of Locri from being taken? Scipio had no ſooner 
loſt his Life, than the Cartbaginians thought themſelves 
Conquerors, and the Romans overcome; and ſo it 
would have happen'd, reply'd Orſames, had it not been 
for the Prudence of Publius Volumnius, who ſeeing the 
Conſul Valerius fall dead, cover'd him himſelf and 
conceal'd his Loſs ſo well, that the Army knew no- 
thing of it till the Battle was over. The very Preſence 
of Camillus terrified the Enemy, and he was always at- 
tended with Victory. The Reputation of Alexander 
was ſo ſpread, that he was known in the moſt diſtant 
Countries ; every body thought it an Honour to obey 
him, and deſpiſed all other Leaders. 

Tn1s Converſation having laſted till the Hour for 
walking, the Company repaired to the River-ſide. 


The Converſation for ſome time turn'd on indifferent 


Things; but at length falling on Poetry, the agreeable Fe- 
licia Kid ſhe would entertain Beliſa with a Piece that had 
never been ſeen, and which ſhe believed would pleaſe 
her. They all deſir'd her to read it, which ſhe did with 
a becoming Air and Softneſs in her Voice, 


OLYMPIA in Deſpair, 


An Irregular ODE: 


W EAR, deteſting all Society, 

Since ſhun'd by him I only auiſb to ſee, 
T fly the chearleſs Sight of Human Kind, 
Seek Solitude befitting my ſad Mind : 

Where unalarm'd and free 

From Inſults and from Flattery, - 

Senſe in a Lethargy of Thought, 
D 4 Might 
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Zlight be diſſold d, Timoleon forgot, 


| 0 And future Time glide on, unfelt, in bleft Stupidity. 
AM But when to unfrequented # ils I run, 
$ Or hide me in ſeme Day-d:fying Gloom; 


1 N W hire the br: 1 L. 7. of Heav'n ut er ſhane, 
| Lud Nrgrt ſeems ever but begun! 
Cre! Remembiaace perſecutes me ſtill, 
And dijaffpoints my Wil; 
SHeaus wheat I was, with what I'm now become, 
And racks my Brain with curs'd Compariſon. 


N hat ſhall I de? alas ! I flrive in vain ; 
Long lofi Repoſe I never muſt regain : 
Where-eer I go, Timolion 7s there ! 
Even Darkneſs cannot hide him from my Sight, 
His fatal Beams dart through the Veil of Night, 
To my Soul's Eye his Glories all appear, 
And wake Reflexion with too glaring Light ! 
The ſleeping Paſſions at the quick*ning Blaze, 
Start to new Life, and hoſtile Vigour gain. 
All Foes alike to Reaſon's Sway, 
Each his whole Force diſplays 
To torture or betray. 
With Shews of Pleaſure, or with real Pain, 
Hope, fiatt'ring Paraſite, is always near, 
Oppes'd to him, ſtands Tyrant Fear, 
Both have enough to ſay, and both by turns engroſs my Zar, 
Long they ſiruggle, but in vain, 
Deſpotic Rule to gain. 
Their Strength is equal, my divided Soul 
Yields now to this, and then to that's Controul 3 
And æauhbilſt of neither diſpoſſeſt, 
Both wwith condulſive Fury nend my bleeding Breaſt, 
Thought warring againſt Thought, like meeting 1idts, 
Dajh ver each other with tumultuous Force, 
5 O'erwhelming all within their rapid Courſe, 
3 A!] rage at once, all conquer and yet none ſubſide. 
5 My Mind a Chaos of Confuſion ſeems, 
1 Doubt-fiil d Expectance, ſoon as born, expires, 
15 Ten thouſand Horrors the ſhort Foy ſucceed, 
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And each new Thought does a new Fury breed. 
Wild and abortive Schemes! 
Deſpair-check'd Wiſhes, and untam d Deſires, 
Numberleſs, nameleſs, Contradictions riſe, 
Driving, in Storms, my ſcatter d Senſe about; 
Determination, her fought Aid demes. 
And Madneſs reigns throughout ! 
So when o'er Buildings fir d, a Whirlwind rides, 
Aud every way th' excentric Flame divid's, 
Some ſnatch'd aleft in blazing Volumes fly, 
And paint with dreadful Radiance all the Sky 
While others doxunward hurl d, 
At firſt, devour the humble Duſt, and cracul along the 
(Ground, 
Till at their Lot enrag'd, they gather round, 
And ſpread vaſt Ruin thro' th aff righted World. 


I wovuLy fain be acquainted with Olympia, ſaid Fu- 
lia; theſe Verſes give me a very great Eſteem for her, 
She very well deſerves to be eſteem'd, replied Felicia, 
and her Adventures would be extremely worthy your 
Attention; but I am engag'd to Secrecy for ſome time. 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, by chance ſhe calt her Eyes on 
A-imont, and found him ſo much alter'd, that ſhe aſc'd 
him aloud, if he were not well; which made all the 
Companyobſerve him with Concern: Tis nothing, ſaid 
he to them w:th extreme Sorrow, the Name of Olympia, 
and the Repetition of thoſe Verſes, has reminded me of 
a very great Misfortunc; but I beg you will give me 
leave to imitate the Diſcretion which ſhe has enjoin'd | 
Felicia, and alk me no Queſtions, 

Tris Diſcourſe made that Lady thoughtful for 
ſome Moments, and partly diſcovering the Myſtery the 
had been let into but imperfectly, repented her having 
mentien'd O/ympia before him: But to interrupt a Con- 
verſation which was becoming ſerious, we muſt lay no 
Conſtraint upon our Friends, ſaid ſhe, and, without 
preſſing Arimont on a Subject which is painful to him, 
1 hope he will excuſe our Care for him, fince it pro- 
ceeds from our Eſteem, I ſhould be glad if Fine 
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and Camilla, continu'd ſhe, turning to them, would tell 
us their Hiſtory, and the Beginning of that agreeable 
Friendſhip that unites them. With all my Heart, ſaid 
Camilla, laughing, pray attend; for I am going to be- 
gin. We are the Daughters of two Siſters, and con- 
tequently Couſin-germains; we were brought up toge- 
ther, and left Miſtreſſes of ourſelves very young. Sym- 
patty, in concert with Nature, has united our Hearts; 
our Fortunes are in common; we live together without 
Envy or Ambition, but eſpecially without that Paſſion 
which is calbd Lowe, by this you may gueſs we have 
not many, Adventures to tell you. The Company 
laugh'd heartily at Camilla's gay Humour. Truly, 
ſaid Orophanes, if every body liv'd ſo, Or/ames and 
Julia would not have ſo much. engroſs'd our Attention, 
Camilla can't impoſe upon me, cried Urania, what- 
ever the ſays; I have ſometimes ſeen her Gaiety changed 
into a Thoughtfulneſs, and Fhrinda's Gravity has fre- 
quently ſeem'd to me to be mixt with a ſoft compoſed. 
Joy, that ſufficiently denoted the Situation of her Heart. 
Don't deceive yourſelf, beautiful Urania, anſwer'd Ca- 
rilla briſkly, tis for the Convenience of our Friends 
we are ſo; and that we may not be both alike tireſome, 
hen Florinda jeſts, I grow ſerious; and when I fol- 
low the Vivacity of my Temper, the becomes grave: 
And, by this Alteration, we find the Secret of not grow- 
zug tedious to thoſe we would oblige. Every body 
prais'd Camilla's agreeable Turn. It muſt be allow'd, 
ſaid Orophanes, that Wit is an Ingredient very neceſſary 
for Converſation. He that is bleſt with it, is never tire- 
{ome to himſelf nor Company. There are ſo many Sorts 
ot Wits, replied Florinda, that one can't engage not 
do be wearied with: ſome of them. Tis true, ſaid 7u- 
fa, and one ought to be aſſur'd that one is poſſeſs'd of 
the only true Sort before one can think one's ſelf agree- 
able. And yet, cry'd Be/i/a, there are ſome who have 
a vaſt deal, and are yet diſagreeable. I know ſome Per- 
tons of moſt profound Learning and great Knowledge, 
w.th whom I can't ſo much as amule myſelf; and 1 
have ſome Friends of not near ſo ſublime a Ungerſtand- 
ing, 
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ing, whoſe Converſation charms me, becauſe perhaps 
their Wit is nearer my Reach, and that I have not Ca- 
pacity enough to comprehend the other's. That's very 
modeſt, ſaid Urania, but when one is as knowing as 
you are, every thing is in one's Reach. I have a Work 
upon the Subject, which may decide the Queſtion; tis 
writ by a Friend of mine, addreſs'd to another: This 
is it, ſaid ſhe, pulling out a little Book. 


A Diſſertation upon Wit. 


ELING to mind the Converſation that you and 
I had together one Day, the Humour took me to 
put down in writing what I had ſaid to you, in Oppoſi- 
tion to your Exceſs of Modeſty, in which you ſeem d to 
me to ſurpaſs yourſelf: You maintain'd, in choſen Terms 
and with Expreſſions full of Vit, that you had no 
Wit. It ſeem'd to me a pleaſant Thing, to ſee yoa 
make uſe of the greateſt Learning, accompanied with 
all the Graces of Eloquence, the moſt beautiful Sup- 
porters of Wit, to prove to me your want of Wit; this 
makes me ſpeak to you now, as if I did not want it. 
and endeavour to define it: So much Boldneſs does your 
too great Modeſty enforce me to commit. | 
In my Opinion, there are three Sorts of Men of Wit; 
the Man of 1.earning, the Pedant. and the natural Genius 
that is cultivated; the Scholar is ſeldom ſo agreeable as 
he is z/eful; as his Genius, ſhut up in a Study, comes out 
of it with Pain, always retaining the Gloomineſs of that 
Place which has been the Scene of his producing, per- 
haps, a great many beautiful Things, yet hinders him 
from ſaying them in common Converſation ; being too 
full of what he has done, or too much taken up with 
what he is going to compoſe, he ſeldom gets. out of his 
Enthuſiaſm; and finding every thing beneath his own 
Thoughts, he's always ſerious and reſerv'd: I ſooner 
therefore chuſe to read his Book than hear him ſpeak. 
THe Pedant, puffed up with having paſs'd through 
all the Degrees of the College, can ſcarce ſpeak to any 
D 6 one 
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one that does not underſtand Gree+ and Latin; he makes 
it a Rule, always to particularize himſelf by ſome Opi- 
nion which he maintains with Violence: This makes his 
Learning tedious and fatiguing, and his Company is 
ſhun'd by all Perſons of leſs Knowledge, and more 
Senſe. 

Tur true Wit ſeems to me to be the natural Genius 
cultivated, who has neither the Ill-nature of the Scholar, 
nor the Dogmatiſm of the Pedant; a Man, whoſe Educa- 
tion has been carried far enough to give him an Inſight 
into the Sc.ences, who is well read, and bleſs'd with a 
happy Memory, and with thoſe has ſeen the World, as 
we call it; this Man has more Wit than the Schlar, and 
more Learning than the Pedant; he joins to the beautiful 
Sprightlineſs of Converſation, a Solidity of Judgment. 
Let the Converfation turn on Hiſtory, or Fable, or Phi- 
loſophy ; his Memory lays before him every thing he has 
read, his Judgment makes him quote it a propos, his Vi- 
wacity makes him tell it agreeably, and the Happineſs 
of his Genius inſpires him with Delicacy, and a Taſte. 
He underflends all Arts, without pradifing them; he 
talks av/ely, yet agrceably; being well vers d in the Au- 
thors, his Judgment on them is found, and his Remarks 
juſt: Without making Verſes, he underſtands Poetry; 
and without writing Books, he knows which of them 
is good, which is bad. For a Proof of my Aſſertion, 
don't we every Day ſee the Hi/orian and the Poet leave 
to the Man of //:i''s Determination, whether their Book 
or Poem be worth any thing cr no? For the World has 
more Men of Vit in it than crue Schelars. 

Tur Man of Learning knows the Man of W²iit, and 
the Wit ſees the Faults of the Scholar. Muſt we have a 
fine Voice, before we can judge of Muſic? Why not as 
well i without Scholarſhip? It would be a great 
Misfortuneon Nature, if it muſt always have the Embel- 


lichments of Art to make it pailable, We cultivate the 


Earth, to make it produce with more Eaſe; but we 
don't load it with Things, to force it to be iruittul : We 
dom t diiregard the Field that affords us but one Crop in 
the Year, becauſe we know others that db twice as 
much, 
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much, The Scholar, without Experience, or having 
ſeen the World, is like a Field that owes its Fertility to 
its having been till'd and dung'd, which, notwithſtand- 
ing the Labours of the Huſbandmen, ſoon returns to its 
native Barrenneſs: Such are the Vite that are full of 
logical Arguments, they conſume themſelves in dee 
Reaſonings where there is in reality but little Reaſon, 
and only a ſuperficial Wit. The Scholar thinks Learn- 
ing ſufficient, to render him witty, therefore neglects 
what might truly make him fo. On the contrary, the 
Man of Vit thinks he has none, becauſe he wants Scho- 
larſhip; therefore, in order to repair this imagin'd De- 
feat, he endeavouis in every thing to enrich the Gifts 
he has receiv'd from Nature: This Application often 
places him above the Scho/ar, always puts him on a 
Footing with him. emen could not be ſaid to have 

it, if there was no enjoying that without Learning; 
ſor, generally ſpeaking, they are not Schelars, yet are 
endowed with a Delicacy of Expreſſion, and a Facility 
in writing well. Theſe Gifts of Nature raiſe them to 
ſuch a Pitch, that the brighteſt Men of Learning often 
eſteem, their Deciſions well enough to refer to them, 
"Tis therefore not neceliary to be a Grecian, a Latiniſt, 
Phyjician, Metaphyſician, Rhetorician, or in ſhort, a 
finiſh'd Philoeph:r, in order to be a Vit. 

ONE may ſpend whole Days with Pleaſure in the 
Company of a Man, whoſe natural Genius has been cul- 
tivated and improv'd, and but a very ſmall Time with 
one, whoſe Learning is intirely infus'd into him. One's 
Imag'na ion cannot be always on the Stretch to ſuch 
exalted Objects; it muſt ſtop to reſt itſelf, and return 
to its native Simplicity. Tis the Center of its Re- 
poſe. 

Ix ſhort, thare are ſo many Things requiſite towards 
maintaining the T:ile of a Scholar, that When I'm ſple- 
netic, I even prefer Ignorance to it; and I maintain, that 
he who has a natural and an improv'd Genius, ſuch as 
I have deſcribed, ſurpaſſes the Scholar and the Pedant 
in every thing, and has more Wit. 
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Wnuxx Urania had done 2 the Company 


thank'd her for having communicated it to them, and 
thought it was well written. Orphanet, who had, 
with an outward Appearance of Reſerve, a very amiable 
Temper, finding that the Converſation ſtill continued 
ferious, endeavour'd to enliven it. I am very much 
afraid, ſaid he, that Felicia won't allow me to have 
any Wit now; the Work I've juſt heard read, makes 
me tremble: And if, in order to pleaſe, one muſt have 
ſuch a Vit as that deſcribes, I am an undone Man. 
There are ſo many different Ways of pleaſing, replied 
Urania, that your Vit may eaſily find one of them: 
I don't ſee you have ſuch great Reaſons for your Ap- 
prehenſions. You flatter me agreeably, Madam, an- 
{wer'd he, but I would fain know, for my Satisfaction, 
if charming Felicia finds any little Matter that's plea- 
ſing in my Vit. I ſhall take care, ſaid ſhe, laughing, 
not to explain myſelf on that Head; for if I ſay your 
Wit does not pleaſe me, you'll be chagreen'd at it; and 
if I tell you it does, you will make an Advantage of it, 
that I am not willing to let you. That's as much as to 
ſay, anſwer'd Orophanes, that you treat my Vit as you 
do my Heart; you let my Fate be always undetermin'd. 
Dear Thelamont, continu'd he, turning to him, I beg 
you to take Felicia apart, and find out what ſhe thinks 
of my Wt. 

THEL AMONT ſmiled at his Friend's Requeſt; 
This is a pleaſant Piece of Inquiſitiveneſs, ſaid he: Can 
you make any queſtion about what Felicia thinks on 
that Article? She has too much Wit herſelf, not to 
know the full Extent of the Merit of yours. That is 
not enough, anſwer'd he, I would have her tell me her- 
ſelf, and then I could judge whether my Per/ox might 
not beg the Protection of my Vit, if I were ſure that 
had the Happineſs of pleaſing her. The Expreſſion 
very much diverted the Company, and Felicia was 
forced to own, that he had all the Wit requiſite to- 
wards making him perfectly amiable, 
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Iwovrp fain be learned, ſaid Florinda, for I think 
nothing is ſo great a Pleaſure as to excel others in Know- 
ledge. Tis a very praiſe-worthy Ambition, ſaid The + 
lamont, for Learning has been always reſpected and. 
rever'd by the greateſt Men. Pliny tells us, that a 
certain Man came from Cales to Rome, on purpoſe to 
ſee Titus Livy, which he would not have done to have 
ſeen Auguſtus Ceſar, who ruled the whole World; nor 
even to have view'd Rome, which was then the Metro- 
polis and Magazine of the Univerſe. Cato, after 
having led the Roman Armies, ſet himfelf about writ- 
ing on the military Art, ſaying that the Valour of a 
Man could but be uſeful to the Commonwealth for a 
little Time, but that the Counſels he ſhould leave in 
writing ſhould be ſo always. Which made Cicero ſay, 
added Or/ames, that he eſteem'd Solon as much as The- 
miſtacles, his Victory having been ſerviceable but once, 
but that the good Inſtructions that Solon had left behind 
him, would be eternally uſeful. Tis true, ſaid Oro- 
phanes, one can't too much prize good Counſel, tis the 
Thing in the World the molt neceſſary both for Princes. 
and private Men. Conon the Athenian, being Gene- 
ral of the King of Perfa's Army, found all his Deſigns 
diſappointed and traverſed by the great Men at home, 
who, jealous of his Glory, made him want not only 
Money, but even the moſt neceſſary Requilites for the 
Execution of his Projects; he made ſeveral Complaints, 
but his Enemies prevented their reaching the King's 
Ear. He was obliged to ſend a Man in whom * 
could confide, Who having the good Fortune to gain 
Admiſſion to the very Throne, he ſo well ſet forth the 
Neceſſity of the Army, and the Deſpair of the Gene- 
ral, that the King, unknown to his Miniſters, wrote 
him word with his own Hand, that he had nothing to 
do but to adviſe him how to remedy theſe Misfortunes. 
Conon anſwer'd him, that he muſt put the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Finances into one body's Hands, and let 
him be Maſter of the Treaſure of the Army. The 
King gave immediate Orders that it ſhould be ſo. Then 
Coenen, Diſpoſer of the Money and Army, enter'd into 
the 
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the Enemy's Country, ravaged it, took their Cities, 
making great Numbers of Slaves, and return'd to 
Court, loaded with the Honours that were due to his 
Victories, with the glorious Title that the King gave 
him, of a great Captain and a wiſe Counſellor. — 

T'HIs puts me in mind, ſaid Urania, of the Anſwer 
that was made by a certain Peran General, who be- 
ing aſk'd, why his Enterprizes were ſo unfortunate, tho' 
his Diſcourſes were fo prudent. and his Meaſures ſo well 
taken, replied, Thathealone was Maſter of his Thoughts 
and Words, but that Fore, the King. and the Army, 
were of the Execution. This Anſwer was very juſt, ſaid 
Orophancs, and the more to, becauſe Jealouſy and pri- 
vate Intereſt are often more regarded than-the public 
Good. Hence comes the falſe Maxim of moſt of thoſe 
who are in Power, never to advance thoſe in whom they 
ſee the Talents and Virtues capable of making them 
ſurpaſs or come up to themſelves, even tho' the State 
wants them. This 1s indeed a general Rule among Po- 
liticians, replied Arimont, yet a neighbouring Iſland 
does at preſent afford us a very noble Inſtance ot an Ex- 
ception to it. There the great Publicus Sewerirus 
« being at the head of Affairs, Mezit and a Capacity is 
« a certain Introduction to Preferment. With Plea. 
“ ſure he embraces any Opportunity of promoting the 
Man that is moſt likely to be ſerviceable to his Coun- 
« try; no little Jealouſies or private Intereſts ſway his 
& Actions, but, like the Dew of Heaven, his Favour 
* lights moſt on the moſt conſpicuous, being indeed 
* born with all the Talents requiſite for the forming a 
„% complete Stateſman; and having improv'd and per- 
ce feed them by his Learning, and great Knowledge, 
« in Mankind, he need not fear the being excell'd, or 
“ even equall'd: But yet few, that had not his Gene- 
* roſity of Soul, would have ſhared his Power with, 
« and admitted as Partner into the Management of 
% the Finances, a Man ſ{ach as Lucius Hiſpanicus, 
c whoie Abilities were well known to him, and wha 
„ had eſtabliſh'd ſo fhininga Reputation for his profound 
Skill in the Management of public Affairs, by his 

“ Con- 
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« Conduct, when ſome Years ago he bore a public 
« Character in a certain foreign Court; theſe Per- 
« fections, I ſay, would have render'd him a Com- 
«« petitor to have been dreaded by any other than Se- 
% Verimus.” 

Bes1Des this, ſaid Or/ames, there are ſo many Ac- 
cidents in War, which depend on ſo many ſecret 
Springs, and are ſo various, that a Chief can never be 
certain of conquering or ſucceeding, not being ſure of 
always having the ſame People for and againſt him; 
Time, Place, and Opportunity ofteneſt determine his 
Glory and Good fortune. Alexander, without contra- 
diction, was a great Man, but his Reputation ow'd 
Part of its Splendor to the Scarcity of great Captains in 
his time. There's a great deal of Difference in having 
Men or Women for Enemies; a Reproach which was 
made to that Prince, that his Fame would have been 
much leſs, if he had had to have fought againſt a Va- 
lerius, a Co winus, a Manlius, a Torquatus, a Decius, a 
Papirius, or ſome other Hero of ancient Rome, the leaſt 
of whom deſerv'd all hi Triumphs. 

Twas not, ſaid Bellſa. a difficult thing to conquer 
a Prince ſo effeminate as Darius, who was hinder'd by 


Luxury from underſtanding true Glory and Virtue, and 


who always carry'd with him a Train of Women and 
Courtezans. Tis certain, added Or/ames, that there 
are Moments favourable for Heroiſm and Heroes; I am 
not ſurpriz'd that the Romans were ſo ſucceſsful in their 
Wars, ſince, by their Prudence join'd to their natural 
Valour, they even forced Fortune to be on their Side, 
and prevented their receiving any fatal Blows from her, 
by their Application in conſu'ting even the Temper and 
Conſtitution of thoſe whom they made choice of to lead 
their Armies. This is ſo true, that having, to oppoſe 
Aſdrubal, pitch'd upon Claudius Nero, à brave Soldier 
and great Captain, but ſo _— and enterprizing 
that he thought nothing capable of reſiſting him, they 
gave him for Collegue, and with an equal Authority, 
Livius Salinator, valiant, but at the ſame time pru- 


dent and wiſe, and who, when he aim'd at Victory, 
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made uſe of all the Precautions neceſſary to prevent the 
Caprice of Fate. On the contrary, Claudius Nero was 
for gaining ſignal Victories at all Hazards. Aſdrubal 
laid ſeveral Snares for them ; in which the Impetuolity 
of Nero had fallen, had it not been owing to the cool 
Sagacity of Salinator. This Conduct of his was ſo 
happy, that one Day, when it was his Turn to com- 
mand, having in return laid a Snare for A/drubal, which 
the cunning Carthaginian could not avoid, Sa/inator 
attack'd and defeated him, gaining ſo compleat a Vic- 
tory, that the Romans decreed a Triumph for him alone, 
though he very much ſollicited the Senate, that Nero 


might partake, his Intentions doing him as much Ho- 


nour as his Victory; the Romans did the ſame with Fa- 
bius Maximus and Marcellus. 

I Tyink, interrupted Camilla, that you have ſuffi- 
ciently ſrewn your Wits and Memories; and notwith- 
ſtanding the Pleaſure we take in liſtening to you, we 
ought to think that the Hour of Supper is come, with- 
out our having ſtirred from one Place. That is as 
much as to tell us in an obliging Manner, anſwer'd 
Orophanes, that you are equally fatigued with our Diſ- 
courſe, and fitting ſo long. No matter, ſaid Felicia, 
rifing, I think Camilla is in the right; for ſince Beliſa 
is obliged to go away early to morrow Morning, it 
is but reaſonable to advance the time of her going to 


_ eſt. 


AT theſe Words all the Company got up to take a 
turn in the Garden; they had not walk'd far, when 
Urania miſs d Arimont; upon my Word, ſaid ſhe to 
Beliſa, Arimont gives me a great deal of Uneaſineſs, he's 
ſo infinitely melancholy, Gar one may eaſily perceive 
*tis the greateſt Conſtraint imaginable to him to give 


Attention to any thing but his own Sorrows. We have 


done our utmoſt Endeavours, anſwer'd Beliſa, to dil- 
cover the Cauſe, without being able to ſucceed ; Or- 
ſames, for whom he has ſo great an Eſteem, cannot 
get any thing out of him: We imagine it, however, to 
be occaſion'd by Love. I am of your Opinion, ſaid 
Felicia, and Ohmpia's Name gave him ſo much Con- 
| cern 
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tern juſt now, that I am apt to believe that beautiful La- 
dy is the Perſon he's in love with, tho' I can't well con- 
ceive how he ſhould know her; for Olympia is —_— 
by ſome very extraordinary Misfortunes, to fly from 
Province to Province, and from Cloiſter to Cloiſter, 
not ſuffering herſelf to be ſeen by any body ; I mw ſaw 
and entertain'd her by great-Chance. A Niece of mine 
who is in religious Grime, being deſirous I ſhould be 
preſent at the Ceremony of her m Aras the Vows, begg'd 
me to ſpend a Fortnight with her: 1 went, and taking 
notice of the extraordinary Beauty of all the young 
Ladies, ſhe aflur'd me that there was one who ſurpaſs'd 
them all, but that ſhe kept herſelf hid with the greateſt 
Care. This exgited my Curioſity, and I begg'd my 
Niece to contrive that I might ſee her. She, with a 
great deal of Difficulty effected it, for the next Morn- 
ing ſhe enter'd my Chamber, leading the Fair Un- 
known; to whom ſhe ſaid, preſenting me to her, Charm- 
ing Olympia, fear nothing, for Felicia is diſcreet. I 
found her ſurprizingly beautiful, and begg'd her to 
excuſe my Curioſity ; ſhe did the ſame, for having he- 
ſitated in ſatisfying it: But Madam, added ſhe, I have 
eſſential Reaſons for not being known; and they be- 
ginning to be inquiſitive about who I am, even here, I 
ſhould already have quitted this Place, had it not been 
for the Intreaties of Celia (meaning my Niece) but the 
tender Friendſhip I have for her, has made me comply 
with her Requeſt, as well in ſtaying here a few Days, 
as in appearing before you. 

I THaxx'D her for her Complaiſance, our Acquaint- 
ance begun but that Day ; but at length ſhe put ſo 
much Confidence in me, that ſhe partly told me what 
occaſioned her concealing herſelf, begging me to diſco- 
ver nothing till ſhe ſhould give me Liberty either 
by Word of Mouth, or Letter. She preſented me 
with ſeveral of her Works, her Mind being as beauti- 
fully adorn'd as her Face. I have hitherto kept her Se- 
cret inviolably, but thinking her Name of no Conſe- 
quence, becauſe ſeveral might be of the ſame, I ven- 
tured to mention it: But Arimont has taught me, that 
in 
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in a Secret, the leaſt thing is to be conceal'd. It is 
now two Years ſince I ſaw her, and I have not heard 
the leaſt News of her ſince; only my Niece ſent me 
word, a few Days after I had left her, that Olympia 
was gone away, but that nobody knew whither. 

THESE are very odd Circumſtances, ſaid Urania, 
and we mult be contented with remaining in Ignorance ; 
for 1 know F-licia's Diſcretion ſo well, that I am ſure 
you ſhall not be able to get more out of her. I aſſure 
you, aniwer'd ſhe, that were it my own Secret, I would 
long ago have truſted you with it, never deſiring to hide 
any thing from my true Friends. But this is not a 
common Affair, but may be of very ill Conſequence, 
and prejudice a young Lady who is very dear to me. 
She was ſo apprehenſive of being diſcover'd, that ſhe 
never told me the Names of her Family, nor of thoſe 
coneern'd in her Hiſtory ; but the Matter of Fact is 
ſomething ſo very particular, that were one but never 
ſo little deſirous of diving into the Bottom of it, it 
might be eaſily diſcover'd ; which engages me to make 
uſe of the greater CircumſpeQion. But, ſaid Oropha- 
nes, I can't comprehend, if it be true that Arimont is in 
love, what Reaſon he has to be melancholy ; if he is 
belov'd, he muſt be happy; if he is hated, his Grief 
would render him amiable. | 

You judge of others by yourſelf, ſaid Felicia, and 
becauſe your Humour — you bear every thing with 
Indifference, you think the whole World can do the 
ſame. As for me, ſaid Florinda, I can eaſily conceive, 
that an unfortunate Paſſion may make one's Life bur- 
denſome ; every thing that attacks the Heart, is diffi. 
cult to be cured; and the Efforts that are made to ren- 
der Reaſon victorious, ſerve often but to ſtrengthen the 
Diſtemper; and this I believe is the Condition of the 
unhappy Arimont. Whatever it be, ſaid Belſa, tis 


a Diſadvantage to his Friends, as well as to himſelf, 


that his Melancholy does not allow him to make him- 
ſelf known; So it is, added Julia, for he has a great 
deal of Merit, his Mind is beautifully adorn'd, his 
Sentiments are generous, and his Perſon amiable, this 
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is enough to make him be agreeably received by every 
body. But, Madam, ſaid Orophanes, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Beliſa, you have known Arimont a conſiderable 
time, was he always thus melancholy ? As I had no 
Correſpondence, ſaid ſhe, with Armira, his Mother, 
but on Or/ames's Account, and that Arimont was the 
Object of our Law-ſuit, I never knew him perfectly 
but on Armira's Death, and have always ſeen him thus 
afflicted. I might have thought it had been occaſion'd 
by his Concern for the loſing ſo conſiderable an Eſtate, 
if he had not behaved himſelf ſo very handſomely in 
that Affair, and with ſuch a diſintereſted Greatneſs of 
Soul that left no room to harbour any 'Thought diſad- 
vantageous to his Generoſity; and ſince the Return of 
Orſames, he has had ſo tender a Friendſhip, and ſo 
reata Deference for him, tho' he is three Years elder 
than himſelf, that I can no longer doubt of the Noble- 
neſs of his Sentiments. So, ſaid Camilla laughing, I 
find we muſt accuſe Love alone for it, and I foreſee 
that Arimont's Silence, and Felicia's Diſcretion, will 
have the ſame Period. | 
Wirst this Converſation led the Company inſen- 
ſibly towards the Houſe, Osſames and Thelamont, who 
walk'd ſlowly behind them, had one equally affecting; 
for Or/ames, whoſe Heart ſympathiſed with his, after 
ſome other Diſcourſe, told him the Joy it was to him 
to have ſeen and known Urania, that he could not 
enough admire her ; and I think you happy, continu'd 
he, dear Thelamort, in being fated to ſpend your Days 
with a Perſon of her Merit. Alas! anſwer'd he, that 
Moment is ftill a great way off, and I meet with ſo 
many Obſtacles to my Happinefs, that I very much 
fear I never ſhall obtain it. But who is it, ſaid Or- 
ſames, that can hinder ſo agreeable an Union? I don't 
ſee that you have either of you Father or Mother to 
oppoſe it ; you ſeem to me both of you at your own 
Diſpoſal, and I cannot apprehend what it is that 
obliges you to defer your Felicity, Pardon me, added 
he, for taking this Liberty ; the Eſteem and Friendſhip 
I have for you occaſion'd it: But, if my Curioſity 
gives 
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gives you any Pain, I will impoſe an eternal Silence 
upon it. You do me a Favour, dear Orſames, reply d 
Thelamont, for beſides its being a Relief to communi- 
cate our Grief, I have ſo great an Inclination for you, 
that it is impoſſible for me to hide any thing from you, 
Know therefore that Ijhave to combat one more terrible 
than a whole Family put together. 

URANIA having betimes loſt the Authors of her Birth, 
found herſelf left in the Power of a Guardian, who, 
not content with enjoying her Eſtate, will alfo have her 
Perſon; and as her Father in his Will has order'd, that 
ſhe ſhall not marry but with her Guardian's Approba- 
tion, and that he 1s fallen deſperately in love with her, 
ſhe is far from being her own Miſtreſs. He would have 
forced her to have married himſelf; but Urania having 
an incredible Averſion for him, did her utmoſt to get 
out of his Power. I became acquainted with her in the 
Height of her Diſpute with him. To ſee and love her, 
was with me the ſame thing; but not daring to de- 
clare myſelf, I endeavour'd to comfort her, and ſerve 
her in her Law-ſuit with him, to the utmoſt of mine, 
or my Friend's Power. My Cares and Silence ſuc- 
ceeded ; having obtained that ſhe ſhould be taken from 
her Guardian's Cuſtody, and that he ſhould reſtore her 
Part of her Eſtate on Condition that ſhe ſhould not 
marry during his Life ; he always thinking that ſhe 
would change her Mind, and that Intereſt would oblige 
her to marry him. 

In the mean time, Urania being ſenſible of the 
Zeal with which I had ſerved her, tho' her Guardian, 
whom I ſaw every Day, knew nothing of it, expreſs'd 
her Gratitude to me, which gave me an Opportunity of 
declaring my Paſſion. She did me the Honour to own 
ſhe had perceiv'd it before; but that, not being at her 
own Diſpoſal, ſhe begg'd me to conceal it; fince which 
time, I have conſtantly viſited her, and, in Proportion 
to the new Graces I have every Day diſcover'd in her, 
my Love has increaſed, Geront (for that's her Guardi- 
an's Name, has ſome Regard for me, becauſe he knows 
nothing of my Paſſion, not being well enough loved in 
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the World to be inform'd of it either by thoſe who 
know it, or by thoſe who but ſuſpect it. 

URANIA had no ſooner thus obtain'd her Liberty, 
but her Merit, Virtue, and Wit, gain'd her a great 
number of Friends; out of whom ſhe has ſelected a 
few to be inceſſantly with her, that her Actions being 
conſpicuous, ſhe might be ſafe from all Reflexions, 

I FLATTER myſelf that ſhe eſteems me, but I can't 
be happy, becauſe I don't poſleſs her, nor can't ſee her 
without a thouſand Witneſſes: who though they are 
Friends, deprive me of a Liberty that I would pur- 
chaſe at the Hazard of my Life. 

Tuus, my dear Friend, I have in a few Words told 
you the State of our Aﬀairs; you muſt judge, that my 
Happineſs is not ſo near at hand, ſince it depends on 
the Death of Geront. I own, ſaid Or/ames, that you 
are to be pity'd; but I can't help thinking that Ura- 
nia might hake off her Yoke, and by Law reduce 
Geront to Reaſon. Tis impoſſible, ſaid T helamont, to 
make her give her Conſent to it; ſhe dreads giving the 


World an Opportunity to talk of her: She even thinks 


*tis ſhameful to own that ſhe refuſes Geront, on Pur- 
poſe to marry me. , ſhe had much rather ſuffer, than 
thus declare her Sentiments; and her Severity is ſa 
great, that ſhe baniſhes from her Thoughts, as a Crime, 
the very Hopes of that Man's Death. This is a very 
valuable Character, anſwer'd Or/ames, and tho' it gives 
you reaſon to complain, it muſt increaſe your Paſſion. 
As he ſaid thele Words, they found themſelves ſo near 
the reſt of the Company, that they were obliged to lay 
aſide their private Diſcourſe, and render the Converſa- 
tion general, I believe, ſaid Orophanes, the Arrival 
of Beliſa will deprive me of every thing I love: The- 
lamont is intirely taken up with Or/James, and beauti- 
ful Felicia is by chance become the Confidante of Ari- 
mont's Afflictions; what muſt become of poor me? 
This Reproach, reply'd Felicia, is pretty obliging to 
Thelamont, but very offenſive to me. "Tis not ſo diſ- 
advantageous as you think it is, ſaid Camilla; Oropha- 
nes apprehends leſt Arimonts Melancholy _ _ 
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Relief in your Converſation; and, to ſay the Truth, 
I know no body fo capable of making one forget the 
greateſt Misfortunes. As Thelamont and Or/ames were 
not preſent when Olympia was talk'd of, they begg'd 
to know the Explication of this little Diipute; Beliſa 
tify'd them, at the ſame time jeſting on what Oro- 
phanes had ſaid. I think, continu'd the, that no body 
has reaſon to complain of what Orophanes has ſaid but 
myſelf: for, eſteeming him as I do, I ſhould be very 
ſorry to find, that the Sight of me had done him any 
Prejudice. That's impoſſible, ſaid Thelamont, in the 
ſame Strain, we have all gain'd by it; the acquiring 
ſuch a Friend as Or/ames, is a Preſent for which we 
cannot too much thank you. But yet, tho' he is be- 
come very dear to me, that makes no Alteration in my 
Heart towards my old Friends; and if Felicia does 
not give more Conſolation to 4rimont than I ſhall 
ſhew Inconſtancy to Orophanes, he'll have no Reaſon 
to complain as he does. It muſt be allow'd, reply'd 
he, that Friendſhip. has great Prerogatives: when I 
complain'd, I thought I had Reaſon for ſo doing; but 
the Moment The/amont opens his Mouth, I find I'm 
in the wrong. — By this time they were arrived 
in the Hall, where every thing being ready, they ſat 

down to Table. | 
ArTER Supper, the Company finding the Night to 
be a very fine one, return'd to walking: and as it was 
compoſed of Perſons of the greateſt Wit, the Conver- 
ſation ſoon fell on Subjects worthy of themſelves: And 
firſt on the Liberty that Camilla and Florinda enjoy'd. 
Beliſa congratulated them on having it in their Power 
to give their Times up to therr Friends, without any 
body's pretending to gain-fay them. *T'is true, ſaid 
Felicia, that Liberty is the preateſt Bleſſing in Life; 
but our natural Inconſtancy does not let uz long enjoy 
it, we never knowing the Value of it till we have loſt 
it: and, notwithſtanding the preſent Tranquillity of 
Camilla's and Fhorinda's Life, they cannot be aſſured 
of its being laſting. The Reflexion of Ficia, ſaid 
Orcphanes, is juſt and ſolid; in whatever State 
we're 
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were born, or whatever Condition we are in, we are 
ſtill prone to a Deſire of Change. There are daily In- 
ſtances of People, who, thro' Chance, have it in their 
Power to make themſelves happy, but the unſatisfy'd 
Reſtleſſneſs of their Minds makes them quit the Road 
that is agreeable to their Genius. Hiſtory, ſacred and 
prophane, is fill'd wich the Misfortunes that Inconſtancy 
has brought Mankind into. The Hebrews are an au- 
thentic Example, ſince every body knows, that they 
being diffatisfy'd with the Children of Saul, demanded 
a King to govern them. God, on their {mportunity, 
determin'd to ſatisfy chem; but he gave them warning 
by the Mouth of the Prophet, that the King that was 
to rule over them ſhould be Maſter of their Lives and 
Fortunes ; that, from being free, they ſhould become 
Slaves; and that he ſhould tyrannize over and deſtroy 
them. They, notwithſtanding this, ſtill perſiſting in 
their Requeſt, God puniſhed chem, by granting it. 
Theſe very Hebrews were govern'd by Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, Captains, Judges, and at length by the High- 
Prieſts, under whom the Nation was deſtroy d and diſ- 
pers'd. Was there ever the like Inſtance of Inconſtan- 
cy? And how cangne be ſurpriz d at it in others, ſince 
we findit in a cholen People, who were the Lord's Inhe- 
ritance, and to whom ſo many Bleflings were promis'd 
if they would but walk in his Ways? 

AND the Romans, ſaid Orſames, that powerful Re- 
public, that has produced ſo many great Men of all 
kinds, and particularly in the Art of Government, has 
it not alter d its Form a thouſand and a thouſand times? 
Have they not had Kings, Conſuls, and Dictators; ſome- 
times a Senate, ſometimes Cenſors and Tribunes; at 
laſt, not knowing where to pitch, have they not fallen 
into the Hands of ſeveral Tyrants, whoſe ill Conduct 
has occaſion'd the Deſtruction of the greateſt Empire 
that ever was? But, ſaid Camilla, why do you think 
that it is the Inconſtancy of Mankind that has occaſion'd 
all theſe Diſorders % Could all their Prudence have hin- 
der'd the Fall of ſo many Empires, ſince it was decreed 
it ſhould be ſo? Ah! beautiful Camilla, cry d Thela- 
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#:99t, don't have ſuch a Notion as that; it will be con- 
demn'd by the whole World, and particularly in a Per- 
ſon of your Senſe and Virtue. Things never happen 
caſually, or by chance; nor thro' an invincible Ne- 
ceſſity, or inevitable Deſtiny ; if it were ſo, there would 
be no room for Policy ; and if all the Changes, Mo- 
tions, and different Succeſs of Things, could be attri- 
buted to Fortune or Chance, there could be no Reaſon 
why one Thing ſhould happen before another. Twould 

be a Folly in Mankind to endeavour by Counſels or 
Prudence to accompliſh their Deſigns, or to avoid what 
they think will be prejudicial; fince all their Cares and 
Watchings will not prevent what they apprehend, nor 


bleſs them with what they wiſh, unleſs it be decreed 


to be ſo; and if ſo, it will happen if they ſtand ſtill, 
People that are of this Opinion, don't allow of there 
being a God; an Error that their own Eyes may con- 
vince them of daily; for tho' God be inviſible, he ma- 
nifeſts himſelfto Man by his Creatures. And, to quote 
tie Royal Prophet, The Heawens declare the Glory of 
God: The Earth, the Sea, and all that therein is, fhew- 
eth his Handy-work. This has been the Sentiment of 
even Pagans, whole Souls have been enlighten'd; as 
Cicero, Tacitus, Juvenal, and in particular Claudian 
the Poet, who meditating on the Works of the Al- 
mighty, and reflecting on thoſe who impute every thing 
to Hazard, confeſſes ingeniouſly, that, confidering the 
beautiful Diſpoſition, and the Agreement that is ſeen 
in the whole Univerſe, even among Things that to our 
Eyes ſeem diametrical'y oppos'd, the unanimous Obe— 
dience, the Revolution and Conſtruction of that great 
Work, he cry'd out, that there muſt be a God, who 
had thus eſtabliſn'd every thing, diſpoſed the Stars, 
given Light to the Sun, plac'd Bounds to the Heavens, 
and planted the Earth in the midſt of the Univerſe; 
and, ſince God was the Author, 'twas he that took 
care of his Works; and that not to acknowledge it, 
was to be wanting in Thankfulneſs to the Almighty, 
who alone is what he is through himſelf, and whoſe 


Operations alone depend on his own Will, whereas no- 
thing 
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thing elſe can ſubſiſt or operate without him; I mean 
immediately, becauſe notwithſtanding the Superinten- 
dancy which he has reſerv'd to himſelf in every thing, 
and his Co-operation always neceſſary, he has given to 
inferior Cauſes a fubaltern Power of acting, and pro- 
ducing the Effects that are natural and proper Conſe- 
quences of thoſe Ad ions. After having cited Pagan 
Authors of my Opinion, give me leave to ſtrengthen it 
by St. Bail, who maintains, that nothing can be ſaid 
to happen by Chance, or without a Cauſe, but that 
every thing is in God's Protection; therefore, charm- 
ing Camilla, be ſatisfied, that the Downfal of ſo many 
Empires, and the Deſtruction of ſuch mighty Nations, 
would perhaps have never happen'd, had it not been 
for the Ambition, Inconſtancy, and IIIl-Conduct of 
Mankind, 

I as$URE you, reply'd ſhe modeſtly, that I am not 
ſorry for having been in an Error, fince I am in fo in- 
genuous a Manner convinc'd of it. Tis true, ſaid Be- 
liſa, Thelamont's Wit is univerſal ; but in ſome mea- 
ſure to excuſe Camiila's late Opinion, there are a great 
many People who admit of a Neceflity, which. neither 
Learning nor Wiſdom can oppoſe, or prevent that from 
happening which is decreed to happen, or that from 
not happening which is fated not to happen. Though 
this is a Subject that ſeems to be far above our Com- 
prehenſions, yet The/amont explains himſelf ſo well, 
and makes uſe of Expreſſions ſo natural and ſo well 
adapted to our Underſtandings, that I beg him once 
more to tell us his Sentiments on this Opinion. I pro- 
teſt, Madam, reply'd Tyelamont, I have no Ambition 
of appearing wiſe; in what I ſay, I only ſpeak my 
own, and, 1 believe, every reaſonable Man's Thoughts; 
and tho' I am in the Company of Ladies, yet, as they 
have all of them bright Underſtandings, and are of an 
exact Virtue, I explain myſelf in the ſame Manner as 
if I were before Men of the greateſt Learning and 
Erudition, 

To anſwer therefore your Queſtion ; I think the 
Opinion of an abſolute Neceſlity is the greateſt of Er- 
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rors, ſince it deſtroys the Free- will that is given to Man, 
by which he chooſes various Methods of arriving at 
different Ends, and without which he could not be ca- 
pable of meriting or demeriting; for when Things are 
done by a Neceſſity or Conſtraint, a Man has not the 
Liberty of chooſing nor acting, neither ought he to be 
puniſh'd or rewarded, prais'd or blam'd. People, in 
this Error, maintain too, that there is a Fatality, which 
has ſuch an Error of Power, that, if you will believe 
them, nothing happens but what has been before de- 
creed to happen infallibly, at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch 
a Manner, and that it is impoſſible to prevent it, or ſo 
much as to defer or haſten it ; and, in particular, that 
the flouriſhing or decaying of Empires is not at all ow- 
ing to good or evil Government, but entirely to their 
Fate: Thus did the Pagans think that Deſtiny over. 
comes all human Wiſdom, which is manifeſtly contrary 
to Man's Free-will. If by this Deſtiny they mean the 
Will of God, on which all Things depend, I admit of 
it in that Senſe, ſince nothing can happen without his 
Permiſſion and Knowledge. Every thing certainly hap- 
pens as God has decreed it ſhould, that is to ſay, fore- 
ſeen ; and in what Manner he has foreſeen, ſo it will 
inevitably be, becauſe his Foreknowledge 1s infallible; 
but Men are ſtill free in their Actions, becauſe his Fore. 
ſight is not the Cauſe of Things, no more than our Me- 
mory is of what is paſt, or Senſe is of what is preſent, 
How many Things have the Prophets foretold by 
Dreams, Revelations, and the Celeſtial Luminaries ? 
yet we don't think theſe Predictions or Prophecies have 
been the Cauſes*of what happen'd, but only as Warn- 
ings for Mankind to avoid the Evilsthat were preparing 
for them. As for Deſtiny, or the Will of God, I nei- 
ther can nor will deny, but that the Fate of Empires 
and Crowns depends on it, ſince all Power comes from 
God, who gives- and takes away at his Pleaſure, as 
abſolute Maſter of all, without any body's having 
Right to complain. Why did he love Jacob more than“ 
Eſau? His Will is Deſtiny ; we may as well aſk why 
the Sun ſhines on the Unjuſt as well as Juſt ? 
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I sHALL ſay no more, continued Thelamant, on a 
Subject ſo extenſive, that it may eaſily lead us to Re- 
flexions far above our groveling Underſtandings, I 
am charm'd with your L iſcourſe, ſaid Beliſa, and I 
return you a thouſand Thanks for your Complaiſance, 
which has given us an Opportunity of admiring your 
Wit and Learning. I wiſh to God, ſaid Or/ames, I 
could ſpend my whole Life with The/amont ; twould 
ſlide away without Sorrow or Heavineſs. Tis true, 
ſaid Urania, we may always profit by his Converſation, 
Tis for that Reaſon, ſaid Oroaphanes, I quit him as 
little as poſſible. 

I Be6 a Truce to your Praiſes, interrupted Thela- 
mont, I no ways deſerve them ; if I have had the Hap- 
pineſs not to have been tireſome to you, 'tis owing to 
Truth, which is always pleaſing, out of what Mouth 
ſoever it comes. We will conform ourſelves to your 
Modeſty, ſince you will have it ſo, ſaid Felicia; and 
ſince Beli/a is reſolved to leave us 'To-morrow, let us 
no longer keep her up. On which they returned to 
the Houſe, and having waited on Beliſa and Julia to 
their Apartment, they repair'd each to their own, with 
a Reſolution of waiting on them, and taking their 
Leaves in the Morning. 

ORSAMES found Arimont in his Chamber in a 
rofourd Muſing, out of which he ſcarce wak'd him 
y his Embraces : How can you, ſaid he, always ſepa- 

rate yourſelf from thoſe who eſteem you, and interrupt 
my Happineſs by your exceſſive Griefs? Why won't 
you rather ſeck Relief, by communicating them to your 
Friend, who is entirely attach'd to your Intereſts ? You 
would ſee me leſſen your Grief, by ſharing the Bnrden 
with a Zeal that would convince you of the Senſe I 
have of every thing that touches you. I ſwear to you, 
reply'd Arimont, preſſing his Hand, that if my Secret 
were of a Nature that would admit of being revealed, 
you ſhould have already been appriz'd of it; but ſuch 
is my Misfortune, that I muft ſuffer, without daring to 
diſcover the Cauſe of my Griefs; you could not hear 
them without Horror; you would perhaps deprive me 
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of your Eſteem, and I ſhould then die with Shame and 
Deſpair. But, leſt you ſhould think me guilty of ſome- 
what worſe than I really am, I muſt own that Love 
occaſions all my Sorrow ; but it 1s a Love ſo extraor- 
dinary, the Circumſtances of which make me ſo cri- 
minal, that it is enough I am odious to myſelf, with- 
out becoming ſo to Perſons whoſe Eſteem is ſo dear 
to me.- 

H1s Diſcourſe was ſo moving, that it pierc'd Or/a- 
mes With Grief and Aſtoniſhment; but not being will- 
ing to renew Arimont's Afflictions, he preſs'd him no 
farther to explain himſelf, only aſſuring him, that twas 
not in the Power of any thing to leſſen the Friendſhip 
he had for him. After which they went to Bed, all of 
them ſpending the Night according to the Satisfaction 
or Diſquiet of their Minds. | 


THE 


WW, CARCE had the Sun appear'd, when 
: Urania and Felicia, being informed that 
Beliſa was up and ready to depart, re- 

pair'd to them; Thelamont and Or:ypha- 
& a C4 did the ſame : Beliſu and Julia not 
having ſuffer'd that Camilla and Florinda ſhould be 
wak'd, thoſe two beautiful Ladies ſaw them not be- 
fore they went. Uraria and Felicia renew'd the Aſ- 
ſurances of cheir Friendſhip with Julia and Beliſa, 
who join'd in intreating they would not be abſent at 
the (ceremony of the Marriage, which was to put Or- 
ſames in undoubted Poſſeſſion of all he wiſh'd. It 
being then Thurſday, they agreed on ſetting out on the 
Sun ay following. Thelamont and Or/ames had con- 
ceiv'd ſo prodigious a Liking to each other, that it was 
not without the utmoit Difficulty on both ſides that they 
ſeparated, tho' for ſo ſhort a Time, and each bleſt with 
the Society of what they thought moſt valuable in the 
World. Urania, Felicia, and Orophanes, very much 
careſs'd the melancholy Aimont; but at length this 
Charming Company divided themſelves, promiſing to 
E 4 meet 
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meet again ſoon: Uraria and her Friends follow'd 
them as long as they could with their Eyes, and when 
they had loſt Sight of them return'd to their Apart- 
ments. Tho' it was {till ear.y, the Ladies went not to 
Bed again: Urania taking this Opportunity for Writ- 
ing, went into her Cloſet, where 7 helamont follow'd 
her, glad to lay hold of this Opportunity of entertain- 
ing her alone: It is a great Affliction, Madam, ſaid he, 
to ſec others overcome all Obſtacles, and arrive at Hap- 
pineſs, while I alone am in Uncertainty—Oh ! too diſ- 
creet Urania, had you that juſt Senſibility which my 
Paſſion merits, you would make me no longer envy the 
Fate of Or/ames. Unkind Thelamort, reply'd ſhe, you 
ſpeak as though you know not I bear at leaſt an equal 
Share in your M:sfortune ; but we muſt leave the Relief 
of it to Time I cannot bring myſelf to do any thing 
tothe Prejudice of iny Glory; Geront is of an Age pro- 
per to inſpire Reſpect and Veneration—He has brought 
me up l am oblig'd to him for an Education that dif. 
tinguiſhes me in the World; my Father dying, ſubjected 
me to him, and his laſt Commands muſt be ſacred to 
me Content yourſelf with the Aſſurance I give you, 
that I neither can nor will be any one's but yours; I 
have already promis'd you, and now confirm it with an 
Oath—ſhew therefore no turther Marks of Impatience, 
which may make me believe that you are not certain 
of continuing faithful, or that you ſuſpect me ot In- 
conſtancy. 1 know you too well, anſwer'd he to have 
any ſuch Apprehenſions, and my Paſſion has, by your 
unequall'd Merits, too {olid a Foundation for any thing 
to eraſe it: But, Madam, is it not natural to wiſh to be 
compleatly happy ? I allow it is, anſwer'd ſhe, neither 
would I prevent your deſiring st, but only to have Pa- 
tience. Jam now going to write to Geront; J am ſur- 
prized I have not heard from him; he does not uſe to 
let me be eaſy ſo long; p.rnaps he is ſick, and if ſo, you 
know my Preſence is abſolutely neceſſary at his Houſe : 
I wanttolearnthecReaton of his Silence; if it is occaſion'd 
either by ihe Return of his Reaſon or Death, I will not 
one Moment defer my Marriage with you. Tyhelamont 


ap- 


[ 105 ] 


2ppear'd ſatisfied with this tender Proteſtation, and after 
having, in the moſt paſſionate Manner, expreſs'd his 
ratefal Senſe of it, he withdrew, to leave her at Li- 
beny to write. He found O- -þhanes and Felicia in 
Camilla's and Florinda's Apartment; rallying them 
agreeably for their Lazineſs, "Tis true, ſaid Camille, 
it has got the better of our Civility, and I hall never 
forgive myſelf for not bidding adien to Bei, u. I was 
in hopes, added Florinda, that Lrania would Wave let 
us know before they went, or elſe I had not un fo 
long. She would have calPd you, ſaid / belaimont, if 
Beli/a had not hinder'd her, fo you have nothing to re- 
proach her with on that Account: But reme mher. ad- 
ded Orephaner, not to be fo ſleepy on Su dar Morne: 
ing. when we are 70 go to Beli/a's Wedding 
is worth rung an our ſooner for, efpecially when it is 
like to be a HAPPY one. It muſt be owned, ſaid Fell- 
cia, that there art but few ſo, and if one did but reflect 
before entering — that Engageme. at, one ſhould 1-zad 
doing it: Tis neverthelets, in that, aniwer'd Tela 
ment, che Flappincis of our Lives conifts; and Ienn't 
comprehend how it is, that it brings with it 10 much 
Trouble and Perptexity, Tis che Fault of the Ladies, 
ſaid Orophones; when they are only Lovers, they pre- 
ſerve an Air of Authority, which Keeps Men within 
their Duty ; but when they are Wives, t they become fo 
ſuomiſhve, that they loſe all their Power, and give us 
but too much over them. You think chat you are in 
jelt; interrupted Flicia; but whether you will or no, 
you ſpeak Truth: Women are unhappy only when they 
are too good. That is not always ſo, ſaid Camilig, 


laughing, I believe we-are ſometimes in fault, and that 


'tis not always tne Huſbands who are the Aggreſſors. 
As ſhe ſpoke, U-2/a enter d: I think, ſaid ſhe, you 
make but an ill Uſe of the ſineſt Morning that ever was, 
We can do nothing without you, replied Camilla. You 
are too obliging, reſum'd Urania; I with I could in 

return find new Pleaſures for you every Day. 
Tr the aſk'd tnem if they had any Commands 
to Pari ie, for ſhe had a Servant ready to receive them. 
E 5 the 


L 106 |] 


The two beautiful Couſins thank'd her, but aſſur'd her, 
that when they follow'd her, they had left nobody be- 
hind them dear enough to be enquir'd after. Our 
Friends, continued Camilla, know we are with you; 
and fince you have given them Leave to come to us, 
*tis their Buſineſs to lay hold of ſuch a Favour, or elſe 
net expect to hear from us. If ſo, ſaid Urania, I Peg 
the Favour of Thel/amont to give Orders that my Meſ- 
ſenger may ſet out: and if you'll follow my Advice, 
we'll take a Turn in the Wood till Dinner-time. Ac- 
cordingly the Company went thither, and Thelamont 
having join'd them, the Converſation was renew'd with 
its accuſtom'd Vivacity. Orophanes told Urania, that 
While ſhe was writing they had been taking notice of the 
Iittle Agreement in Marriages; the Meaning of it, ſaid 
Thelament, muſt certainly be, becauſe Lowe has gene- 
rally the leaſt Part in making them, —Intereſt and Policy 
being the only Things coaſulted, tis no wonder that the 
Victims of ſuch Motives diſagree among themſelves, 
What Thelamont ſays, reply'd Felicia, is very true; 
yet People that marry purely thro' Lowe, are alſo fre- 
quently unhappy.— If Love would laſt, how charming 
would be the Tie!—But Men are inconſtant, and Wo- 
men Coquetts—both grow tir'd with pleaſing but one 
Body, and the gay roving Soul is impatient for new 
Conqueſts.—Firſt comes Indifference, Diſguſt ſoon fol- 
lows, and we repent of having enter'd into Engage- 
ments which we once thought our greateſt Happineſs. 
This is a melancholy Deſcription of Marriage, ſaid Oro- 
phanes, and if we were to believe Felicia, we would 
never marry, fince the Bleſſing we propoſe by it is of ſo 
ſhort a Continuance. What I haveaſlerted, an{wer'd ſhe, 
is in general; but as I know ſome Perſons incapable of 
Change, I will except them; but they are ſo few, that, 
I believe, I have advanc'd nothing but what I ſhall have 
too great a Number of Vouchers of. I am of Felicia's 
Opinion, ſaid Florinda, and I can give youa little Hiſtory 
of an unhappy Marriage, tho' grounded on Merit, and 
the tendereſt Affection; 'tis of the Princeſs de Ponthien, 
I have taken it from an ancient Manuſcript, and as the 
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Surprize pleas'd me, it being written as a Truth, I took 
the Pains to put it into a more familiar Language, 
which will facilitate my telling it you. The Company, 
who knew that F/orinda had a natural Eloquence, and 
an Underſtanding thoroughly improv'd, begg'd her 
to begin it, ſince they might without Interruption, liſten 
to her till Dinner. She made no ſcruple of complying 
with their Requeſt, and every body being ſeated, ſhe 
thus began. 


E\9 SY CRISP LSD e 


The Hiſtory of the PRINx ESS de 
PONTHIE U. 


MONG all the great Families which flou- 
riſn'd in France, in the Reign of Philip the Firit, 

the Count az St. Paul and the Count de Ponthieu were 
the moſt diſtinguiſn'd; but eſpecially the Count de Pou- 
thieu, who, poſſeſſing a great Extent of Dominion, 
maintain'd the Title of Sovereign with inconceivable: 
Magnificence. He was a Widower, and had an only 
Daughter, whoſe Wit and Beauty, ſupported by the 
ſhining Qualities of her Father, made his Court polite 
and ſumptuous, and had attracted to it the braveſt 
Chevaliers of that Age. The Count de St. Paul had 
no Children, but a Nephew, Son of his Siſter, by the 
Sieur La Domar, who was the only Heir of his Title 
and Poſſeſſions. This Expectation was, for the preſent, 
his only Fortune; but Heaven having form'd him to 
pleaſe, he might he ſaid to be one of them whoſe in- 
teinſic Worth is ſufficient to render 'em ſuperior to 
the reſt of Mankind: Courage, Wit, and a good Mien, 
together with a high Birth, made ample Attonement 
tor his want of Riches. 'This young Cavalier having 
made himſelf to be taken notice of by the Count 4+ 
Ponthieu in a Tournament, where he had all the 
Henour; he conceiv'd ſo great an Eſteem for him, that 
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he invited him to his Court, The confiderable Advan- 
tages he offer'd him there, were ſo much above what 
the Count de St. Paul's Nephew could for the preſent 
expect, that he embrac'd the Propoſals he made him 
with Pleaſure, and the Count thought himſelf happy 
in having prevail'd on him to ſtay with him. Thibault, 
for ſo Hiſtory calls this young Cavalier, was no ſooner 
at Court, than the Beauty of the Princeſs inſpir'd him 
with Admiration, which was ſoon ripen'd into Love; 
and it was but in vain that his Reaſon oppos'd, in re- 
preſenting how little he was in a Condition to make any 
ſuch Pretences. | ove is not to be control] d 
it is not to be repell'd. But in ſome meaſure to 
puniſh his Temerity, he condemn'd himſelf to an eternal 
Silence: Yet tho? his Tongue was mute, the Princeſs, 
who had as great a Share of Senſibility as Beauty, ſoon 
perceiv'd the Effect of her Charms written in his Eyes, 
and imprinted in all his Motions, and in ſecret, rejoic'd 
at the Conqueſt ſhe had gain'd. But the ſame Reaſon; 
whicu oblig'd t to conceal his Sentiments, pre- 
vented her from making any D ſcovery of hers, and 
'twas only by tie anguage of their Glances, that they 

told each other that they burn'd with a mutual Flame. 
As at that Time there were great Numbers of ſo— 
vereign Princes, there were very often Wars between 
th-m; and as the Count % Pontbieu had the greateſt 
Extent of Land, ſo he was the moſt expos'd. But Ti- 
bault by his Courage and Prudence render'd him fo 
formidabie to his Neighbours, that he both enlarg'd 
his Dominions, and made the Poſſeſſion of them ſecure, 
The{eimportant Services added to that Eſteem the Count 
and Princeſs had for him before; but at laſt a fignal 
Victory which he gain'd, and which was of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to the Cc unt, carried the Gratitude of that 
Prince to ſuch a Height, that in the middle of his 
Court, and among the joyful Acclamations of the Peo- 
ple, he embrac d that young Hero, and begg'd him to 
demand a Rewa d for his great Services; aſſuring him, 
that did he aſk the half of his Dominions, he ſhould 
think himſelf happy in being able to give a Mark of 
; his 
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his Tenderneſs and Gratitude. Thibault, who had 
done nothing but with a View of rendering bimſelf 
worthy of owning that Paſſion, he ſo long and painfully 
had conceal'd, encouraged by ſuch generous Offers, 
threw himſelf at the Feet of the Count, anſwerinz him, 
that his Ambition was entirely ſatisfied in having been 
able to do him ſervice; but that he had another Pa ſſion 
more difficult to be pleaſed, and that it was which begg d 
a Boon of him, on which deper ded the whole Felicity 
of his Life. The Count preſs'd him to an Explanation 
oftheſe Words, and ſw ore to him by tie Faith ofa Knight, 
an Oath inviolabiy ſacred in thoſe Times, that there was 
nothing in his Power he would refuſe him. This Pro- 
miſe entirely ret overing the tiembling over from that 
Confuſion wich the Fears that accompany that Paſlion 
had involy d him in, I prefume then, my Lord, aid 
he, to beg I may have leave to dec are m ſelf the Prin- 
ceis's Knight, and chat I mey ſerve and adore her in that 
Qual iy. ] am not ignorant, continu d he, of the Te- 
merity of my Wſhes, but it a Crown be wanti g to de- 
ſerve her, let ne later myſelf with the Hope 3 this 
Swo:d, already ſucceſ ful over your Enemies, may one 
Day, entoiced by Love, make my Fortune worthy of 
the Glory to waich I a'pire. The Joy which appear'd 
in the Face of the Count at this Demand, would be im- 
poſiole to repreſent: He rais'd Thibault, and again 
tenderly embracing him, My Son, ſaid he, for ſo hence- 
forth LI call you, Ipra, Heaventodiſpoſe my Daughter 
toreceiv:: your Vows as favourably as I ſhall ſatisfy them, 
He tuok him by the Hand with theſe Words, and led him 
to the Princeſs's Apartment; Daughter, ſaid he, as I 
have nothing ſo der to me as yourſelf, you alone can re- 
compenſe the Obligations I have to this young Warrior. 
he Reſpect he has for you, makes him deſire 


only to be entertain'd as your Knight; but I come to 


let you know, I would have you receive him as your 
Hufband. The Princeſs bluſhing, caſt down her Eyes; 
but being commanded to reply, ſhe confeſs d the Choice 
he had made ſor her was agreeable to her Inclinations, 
and that it was with Pleaſure ſhe ſubmitted to her Father's 


Will, 
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Will. Thibault thank'd the kind Conceſſion in Terms 
that teſtified his Exceſs of Tranſport. The Count per- 
ceiving their mutual Wiſhes, ſuffer'd them not to lan- 


guiſh in Expectation of a Bleſſing he had reſoly'd on; 


but gave immediate Orders for the Marriage-prepara- 
tions, and a few Days after it was celebrated with the 
Magnificence the Occaſion deſerv'd. Hymen, in Agree- 
ment with Love, only render'd their Flames more laſt- 
ing. Poſſeſſion was ſo far from extinguiſhing them, 
that it ſeem'd to be the Torch which kindled them. 
The Count was charm'd with the happy Union he ſaw 
between them, and his Heart could ſcarce decide which 


| he moſt loved, his own Daughter, or Son-in law. 


Two Years paſs'd away without any other Inter- 


ruption of their Joy, than the Want of Heirs ; and tho' 


that no way diminiſh'd their Love, yet they thought its 
Perfection conſiſted in having firſt this Idea, which be- 
ginning to give Thibau/t ſome Uneaſineſs, made him 
reſolve on a Progreſs to St. James of Galicia; that Age 
was not corrupted as this is, the Heroes ſought as much 
to ſhew their Picty, as their Courage; and what would 
now be thought a Weakneſs, at that Time gavea greater 
Luſtre to their Virtue. It was not ſurprizing there- 
fore to ſee the valiant Thibault take a Reſolution of 
going to Compoſtella; but the Princeſs not being able to 
bear a Separation from ſo dear a Huſband, would needs 
accompany him, and join her Vows with his; his un- 
bated Affection for her, made him receive the Propoſal 
with Joy, and the Count de Ponthieu, always ready ta 
oblige him, order'd an Equipage to be got ready, wor- 
thy of thoſe illuſtrious Pilgrims, being willing that they 
ſhould be well enough accompanied, to prevent any Ac- 
cident during their Journey. They ſet out, and the 
Hope of ſeeing them again in a little Time leſſen'd the 
Count's Affliction at the Separation. 

THEY got ſafe to a little Village, within a Day's 
Journey of Compoſtella; there Thibault ſtopt, to reſt 
the Princeſs: And the next Day, finding themſelves ſome- 
what fatigu'd, he ſent his Attendants before him to 
provide for their coming, that they might loſe no. Time, 

Te- 
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retaining only his Chamberlain. When they thought 
themſelves ſufficiently repoſed, they ſet forward; but 
having learned there was a dangerous Place in the Fo- 
reſt thro' which they were obliged to paſs, the Prince 
ſent his Chamberlain to recall ſome of his People. Ne- 
vertheleſs they ſtill went on, and their ill Fortune en- 
gaged them in a Road, which had ſo many Croſs-ways 
in it, that they knew not which to take. The Rob- 
bers had made an eaſy plain Path, which led Travellers 
into the moſt intricate part of the Foreſt, getting Num- 
bers by this means into their Power: It was this fatal 
one the unhappy Thibault and his Lady imagin'd to 
be the right; but they ſoon perceiv'd their Error, when 
not having gone above two Bow-ſhots into it, they 
found it terminated in a Thicket: out of which, before 
they could avoid them, ruſh'd eight Men compleatly 
arm'd, and ſurrounding 'em, commanding 'em to 
alight. Thibault had no Arms, but his Courage diſ- 
daining to yield Obedience to theſe Ruffians, made him 
anſwer in Terms which let them ſee it muſt be to their 
Number they muſt be obliged to force him: One of 
them thinking to do ſo, quitting his Rank, made at 
him with his Lance in reſt; but Thibault with an admi- 
rable Dexterity avoided the Blow, and ſeiz'd the Lance 
as it paſſed him, with the Vigour of an Arm accuſtomed 
to Victory: Then ſeeing himſelf in a State of Defence, 
he ſet on 'em with an heroic Fierceneſs. killing one 
immediately, and facing 'em all, pierc'd a ſecond; but 
in attacking a third, the Lance flew into a thouſand 
Shivers, and diſabled him from reſiſting farther. The 
remaining five encompaſſing him, and killing his Horſe, 
ſeiz'd him: And notwithſtanding his Efforts, and the 
piercing Cries of the Princeſs, ſtript him, and tied him 
taſt to a Tree, not being willing to ſteep their Hands 
inthe Blood of ſo brave a Man. The Heat of the Com- 
bat and their Eagerneſs in tearing off his rich Habit, 
had hinder'd them from caſting their Eyes on the Prin- 
eeſs; but ſhe being now left alone, ſhe appear'd a more 
precious Booty than what they had juſt taken, Love 
inſpires virtuous Minds with a Deſire of doing only 2 
an 


112] 


and noble Actions, and, in the Hearts of any others tlian 
theſe Barbarians would have endeavour'd to have 
inſinuated itſelf by Pity: But that Virtue being un- 
known to them, the Charms of this unfortunate Lady 
only redoubled their Cruelty. Their Fury and Bruta- 
lity enflamed them all aim'd at the Poſſeſſion of 
her, and each began to diſpute the Privilege of enjoying 
her; they had perhaps fought with each other, if their 
Chief had not reconciled them, by telling them, that 
after him every one of them ſhould have his With 
What a Spedtacle was this for a Huiband !—the Soul 
of the wretched THibhault was torn with the moſt poi— 
nant Anguiſh diſtracted at not being able either to 
ſuccour, or revenge her, who was a thouiand times 
dearer to h m than his Life —he conjured Heaven 
to ſtrike him dead that Moment——— a that can be 
conceiv'd of Horror, of Miſery without a Name, was 
his gut if his Deſpair was more than Words can 


repreſent, how much more {> was that of the afflited 


Princeſs ? ——— he tore her Hair and Face, begg'd, 
threaten'd, ſtruggl d, till her delica e Limbs had 'of the 
Power of Motion; £II'd ail the Foreſt with her piercing 
Cries, without making thoſe relentleſs Monſters recede 
from their D-tign. Never Woman fo arden:ly wiſh'd 
to be beaut ful, as ſhe did to become detorm'd; ſhe 
would have rejoiced to have had her lovely Face that 
Moment changed into the Likeneſs of Media; hut all 
her Prayers and Tears were ineffectual: Victim of Force 
and Rage, ſhe had undergone all the Horrors of that 
dreadfu} Sacrihce, and every one of theſe brutal Fa- 
viſhers had completed their Intent, had net a ſudden 
Noiſe of the 'Tramoiing of Horie, and the diſtant Voices 
of Men forced them to fly, Fear, the inſeparable Com- 
panion of villa nous Actions made them abandon their 
Prey, and make off with inſenſible Swiftneſs, ſo that 
the wretched Princeis ſoon ſt Sight of them; but her 
irremediable Misfortune, too preſent to her Mind, to 
vaniſh with the Authors of it, diſorder'd her Senſes ſo 
cruelly, that thinking herſelf become the Shame of Na- 
ture, and believing ſhe could no longer inſpire her E * 

bard / 
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band with any thing but Contempt, ſhe look'd on him 
as one that was become her cruelleſt Enemy; Witneſs of 
her Diſgrace, her troubled Imagination made her be- 
lieve ſhe ought to free herſelf from the only one who 
had the Power of publiſhing it. Struck with the 
Idea of being unworthy of his Affection, all ſhe had 
formerly bore him, now changing into Hatred and 
Fury; aud becoming as barbarous as the very Ruffians, 
who had juſt left her, ſhe ſnatehl'd up one of the dying 
Villain's Swords, and ran with her Arm lifted up to 
take away the Life of he wretched uſband ; But lit- 
tle accuſtom'd to ſuch Actions, the. Blow fell on the 
Cords which bound him, and gave him Liberty to wreſt 
the Weapon from her Hands, -- He ſaw immediately 
into her Thoughts, and made uſe of Softneſs to calm 
the Tempeſt of her Soul; if, iaid he, you could read 
my Heart, you would find Grief and Pity only there 
Wich what, alas! can I accuſe you? What are you 
guilty of ? 1 fill am your Huſband—— {ill love 
you with the ſame unbated i ondnefs am the only 
Witneſs of your ill Fortune: I'll hide it from the Eyes 
of the World, nor ſhall you ever be ſenſible that I my- 
ſelf remember 1t— ſeek not therefore by a blind 
Fury to publiſh our mutual Same comfort your- 
ſelf, and let us, by Sentiments of Piety, endeavour to 
purify ourſelves from an invoiuntary Crime. In this 
manner did he talk to her, but all his Love and Ten- 
derneſs made no Impreſſion on her Mind—ſhe anſwer'd 
h:m only by her Endeavours to ſnatch away the Sword, 
and ſtab him. "Twas during this melancholy Struggle 
that their Attendants arriv'd ; they had alſo loſt them- 
ſelves, and having ſought their Maſter all over the Fo- 
reſt, the Noiſe of their Horſes, tho' then at a Diſtance, 
had frighted the Robbers, and ſaved the Princeſs from 
further Violation. 

THIBAULT took a Cloak from one of his Equi- 
page, and having mounted his diſconſolate Lady on 
Horſeback, did the ſame himſelf, and in a ſhort time 
arrived at Compoſtella, neither he nor ſhe ſpeaking a 
Word. A deep Affliction was imprinted in both their 

Countenances; 
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Countenances; but the Princeſs had a Wildneſs in her 
Eyes and Air, that diſcover'd the Diſtraction of her 
Mind. Thibault placed ber in an Abbey, and went 
and proſtrated himſelf at the Feet of the Altars; not 
with the Deſign he went for, but to beg of Heaven to 
enable him to undergo ſo terrible an Adventure, This 
Act of Piety being over, he return'd to the Princeſs; 
who remaining ſtill in the ſame Humour, not being able 
to get any Expreſſions from her but Threats againſt his 
Lite, he took her out, and return'd with all poſſible 
Speed to Ponthicu, where they were recciv'd with a 
Joy that they were not able to partake. 

ALL the Way on their Journey, and after they came 
home, 7 h:ibault omitted no Act of Tenderneſs, to con- 
vince the Princeſs ſhe was ſtill as dear to him as ever; 
but finding all his Proteſtations were in vain, and that 
ſhe conceal'd a Dagger in the Bed one Night with an 
Intent to aſſaſſinate him, he took a ſeparate Apartment, 
ſil! endeavouring by his Behaviour to her, to prevent 
the Public from finding out the Cauſe of their Diſa- 
2 and he was the more to be pitied, becauſe 

e could not help loving her ſtill with the ſame Ardency 
as ever. In the mean time, the Count % Pontbieu per- 
ceiv d there was ſomething more than ordinary between 
them, they could not hide it from his Penetration; 
Thibault was overwhelm'd with a ſecret Melancholy 
the Princeſs would be ſecn but rarely; her 
Silence, and when ſhe was obliged to ſpeak, the Inco- 
herency of her Words; in fine, all her Actions im- 
ply d a ſtrange Alteration, and made him reſolve to ob- 
lige Thibault to a Diſcovery of the Cauſe. He de- 
fended himſelf a long time, but being too cloſely preſ- 
ſed by a Prince to whom he ow'd every thing, he at 
laſt reveal'd all the Particulars of his Misfortune to him; 
and painted his Love, and the unjuſt Fury of the Prin- 
ceſs in ſuch moving Colours, that the Count was ſo 
thoroughly affected, that he could ſcarce contain his 
Anger againſt her, He pitied Thibault, comforted 
him, and promis'd him to ſpeak to the Princeſs in a 


Manner which ſhould oblige her to change- her _ 
a uct. 
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duct. Yours, ſaid he, is ſo prudent and fo tender, 
that I cannot ſufficiently admire it; and I hope my 
Daughter will not always be inſenſible of it, but return 
to her Duty. 

He left him, and paſs'd to the Princeſs's Apartment, 
whom he found fitting in an Elbow-chair ; her Head 
reclined, and in the Poſture of one buried in Thought, 
her Women round her in profound Silence. - The 
Count making a Sign for them to withdraw; What, 
Daughter, ſaid he, will you never lay aſide this gloomy 
Melancholy which ſo much troubles me, and aſtoniſhes 
my whole Court? — I] know your Misfortune, your 
generous Huſband has juſt diſcover'd.it to me—l am 
very ſenſible of it, but much more fo of his proceed- 
ing; who, notwithſtanding your blind Rage, has pre- 
ſerv'd ſo great a Regard for you, as never to complain. 
At theſe Words, the Princeſs fixing her Eyes fullof Fury 
on the Face of her Father, How, cry'd ſhe, has Th:- 
bault dared to reveal that Secret to you! Ah! Prin- 
ceſs, interrupted the Count, ſpeak with more Mode- 
ration of a Man who adores you—enter into yourſelf 
a Moment, remember you have loved this Huſband 
that I did-not force you to accept of him, that your 
Misfortune, dreadful as it is, has not impair'd his 
Eſteem; you, in return, owe him the ſame Affection 
and Confidence; I defire it of you as a Friend, and de- 
mand it of you as a Parent and a Sovereign, Make 
good uſe of the Pity that pleads in my Breaſt in your 
Behalf—and dread irritating me, left I throw aſide the 
Father, and act wholly as a Prince. This Diſcourſe ſo 
far from ſoftening the Princeſs, redoubled her Diſtrac- 
tion, and ſhe diſcover'd ſo much Rage of Temper to the 
Count, that he deferr'd, till a more favourable Oppor- 
tunity, the reclaiming her. He went out, ordering her 
to be ſtrictly guarded in her Apartment, and that ſhe 
ſhould not be ſuffer'd to have Communication with any 
one but her Women, and ſo returning to Thibault, 
inform'd him of the ill Succeſs he had met with. Yet 
he did not deſpair, but every Day for a whole Month, 
made freſh Attempts on her diſorder'd Mind; but every 


thing 
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thing proving in vain, and her Fury rather increaſing 
than diminiſhing, he reſolv'd to free his Family ot a 
Woman whom he look'd on as a Monſter. With 
this Intent, on Pretence of taking the Air, he carried 
her with him in a Shallop, and having got a conſider- 
able Dittance from Shore, e order'd her to be ſerz'd by 
ſome Sailors and put into a Tun prepared for that Pur- 
poſe, and cloſing it up again, thrown into the Sea. Aſ- 
ter this cruel Expedition, he landed ; but, alas! what 
became of 7hibault, when the other, ſtill tranſported 
with Rage, told him what he had done! how great was 
his Affliction! and what Reproaches did he not vent 
againſt ſo barharous a Father! He ran to the fatal Place 
which he heard had been the Grave of his unhappy 
Princeſs, but finding nothing that could flatter him with 
any Hope there was a Poſhbility of her being ſaved, he 
return d to Court in a Condition truly pitiable-—the 
miraculous' Beauty of the dear Departed was for ever 
in bis Mind, and he thought himſelf the moſt miſerable 
Creature living, becauſe he had it not in his Power to 
revenge her. "Twas not long before the Count himſelf 
repented of the Action, and his Remorſe became {ſo 
great, that even the miſerable Thibault endeavoured to 
mitigate it. At laſt it wore off, and he began to think a 
ſecond Marriage, and the Hope of an Heir, would diſ- 
ſipate his Afflictions; and well knowing that his Son- in- 
Law would never engage himſelf again, he married, and 
was happy enough at the Expiration of a Vear to have 
a Son; yet his Grief was not wholly vaniſh'd, his 
Daughter came ever freſh into his Memory, and the 
Sight of Thibault, who continu'd overwhelm'd with a 
mortal Languiſhment, added to his Deſpair. 5 

Iv this manner they paſs'd almoſt nine Years, when 


the Count becoming once more a Widower, reſolv'd, 


together with Thibault and his little Son, to travel to 
the Holy Land, hoping by that Piece of Devotion to ex- 
piate his Crime. Thibault, who now thought he had 
found an Opportunity of dying gloriouſly in fighting for 


the Faith, readily embrac'd the Propoſal. Every thing 


was ſoon ready for te Voyage, and the Odunt de Pon- 
thien 
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thicu having entruſted the Government of his Domi. 
nions to Perſons of Confidence, they ſet out, and arriw'd 
ſafely at Jeruſalem, The Count and hibauit engag'd 
themſelves for the Space of a Year in ſerving the Tem- 
ple, in which Time they had frequent Opportunities 
of teſtifying their Zeal and Courage, and did Actions 
worthy of being eterniz'd; the Infidels always find- 
ing the Strength of their Arms, and the Ardour of their 
Faith. The Year finiſh'd, and their Vows accom- 
pliſh'd, they embark'd in order to return, The Winds 
were for ſome. Days favourable, but a molt violent 
Tempeſt ſucceeding the Calm, they were fo ſhook by 
the Fury of it, that they expected nothing but Death; 
when on a ſudden a contrary Gait ariſing, drove 
them on the Coaſt of Mica, a Land belonging to the 
Infidels; they were ſoon ſurrounded by the Barks 
and Brigantines of the Saracens, and as the Ship was 
incapable of putting to Sea again, they were much leſs 
{o, in a Condition of Detence, 

TuE Count de Ponthieu, the Young Prince his 
Son, and 7hibault were made Priſoners, . and thrown 
into Dungeons; all the Chriſtians in the Ship were 
ſerv'd in the ſame Manner, and ſo loaded with Irons. 
that they immediately found they had been preſerv'd 
from the Rage of the Sea, only to periſh in a more 
cruel Manner on Land. 'T hoſe Heroes prepar'd them- 
ſelves for Death, with a Reſolution worthy of their 
Courage; but the Infidels believing them a noble Sa- 
crifice, permitted them to live till the Day on which 
they celebrated the Birth of the Sultan, it being the 
Cuſtom of that Country, to otter to their Gods on that 
Day ſuch a Number of Criminals, or Chriſtians. 

THE Day being come, they were oblig'd to caſt 
Lots which of them ſhould die firſt: The fatal Chance 
happen'd on the Count ae Ponthieu; his Son and 7 hi- 
bault contended for the Preference, but all they could 
obtain was, to wait on him to the Place of Execution. 
The whole Court was aſſembled to ſee this Spectacle 
the Sz/tan was preſent himſelf, and his Su/tane/s, 
whoſe extraordinary Beauty had attracted the Eyes - 


» 
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all the Infidels, when they were drawn off by the Arri. 
val of the illuſtrious Victim that was going to be 
ſacrific'd to the Honour of the Day. But that Queen, 
whoſe Soul was as perfect as her Body, was ſurpriz'd 
at the majeſtic Air of the Count de Porthieu, who 
was as yet at a great Diſtance from her: His venerable 
Age, and the Contempt with which he ſeem'd to look 
on his approaching Fate, made her order him to be 
brought nearer to her; he being a Stranger, ſhe let 
down her Veil, the Women of that Country never ſuf. 
fering themſelves to be ſeen by any but Saracens. 

As he approached, ſhe found Emotions which at 
that time ſhe knew not had any other Source than Pity; 
but having attentively look'd on his Face, ſhe ſoon 
diſcover'd the true Cauſe; but making uſe of her utmoſt 
Efforts to prevent her Diforder from being taken no- 
tice of, ſhe aſk'd him his Name, of what Country he 
was, and by what Accident he had been taken. The 
Softneſs of her Voice, and the Manner of her Delivery, 
gave him a ſenſible Alarm, tho' he knew not the Mean- 
ing of it.— He anſwer'd her without Heſitation, That 
he was of France, and of the Sovereignty of Ponthica. 
Are you here alone? demanded the Queen. I have 
two Companions in my Misfortune, reply'd he, my 
Son, and my Son-in-Law. The Queen order'd they 
ſhould 1mmediately be brought to her; ard having 
heedfully obſerved them for {ome time, order'd the Sa- 


crifice to be ſuſpended, and ran to the Throne where 


the Sultan was fitting, and throwing herſelf at his Feet; 
My Lord, ſaid ſhe, if ever I have been happpy enough 
to pleaſe you, and may flatter myſelf with your Aﬀec- 
tion, grant me the Lives of theſe three Slaves; they 
are of my Country, and Pity makes me intereſt my- 
ſelf for them, and I hope your Clemency will be re- 
warded by the Merit of thoſe I am going to bind to 
your Service. The Sultan, who adored her, rais'd her 
tenderly: You are Miſtreſs of my Fate, Madam, reply'd 
he, can Irefuſe you then the being ſo of that of thoſe 
Strangers? Diſpoſe of them as you pleaſe, I give them 


entirely up to you, without reſerving to myſelf any 
Right 
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Right over them. She thank'd him in Terms full of 
Gratitude and Reſpect; and returning to the noble 
Captives, inform'd them of their Pardon; and being 
ſecretly too much diſorder'd to fit out the Feaſt, or- 
dered them to follow her to her Apartment where 
ſeeing herſelf alone with them, ſhe was oblig'd to renew 
her Eforts, to conceal the Confuſion of her Soul; and 
aſſuming an Air of as much Fiercenels as ſhe could, 
which was heighten'd by a natural Majeſty, I have ſav'd 
your Lives, ſaid ſhe, and you may judge by ſuch a 


Proof of my Power, that I have Authority enough to 


put you again into the ſame Danger. ———ketolve 
therefore to ſatisfy my Curioſity, in diſcovering with- 
out Diſguiſe all your Adventures: I give you till To- 
morrow to prepare yourſelves I muſt know your 
Names, Qualities, and by what ſtrange Accident Fate 
brought you into this Country If you are ſincere, 
you may expect every thing from my Goodneſs. 
Thibault, who had not ventur'd to lift his Eyes upon 
her, while they were before the Su/tar, now endea- 
vour'd to diſcover with the niceſt Penetration her Beau- 
ties, which the thin Gauſe, of which her Veil was 
made, did not altogether conceal. The dazzling 
Luſtre of her ſparkling Eyes blaz'd through the 
thouſand Charms which play'd about her lovely Mouth 
diſclos'd themſelves, where that Impediment to the 
longing Sight was not ſo cloſely drawn, but that the 
Ruby Lips appear'd to view. The daring Gazer 
found himſelt agitated with Emotions, which had been 
unknown to him ſince the Death of his unhappy Wife. 
— — =— He felt a Pleaſure in contemplating this 
adorable Queen, which nothing but itſelf could equal; 
and perceiving the Count was ülent, perhaps kept ſo 
by Sentiments which he knew not how to account for, 
he threw himſelf at her Feet: As for me, Madam, ſaid 
he, it will not be the Fears of Death that would prevail 
on me to relate the Particulars of a Life which has 
been full of ſuch unheard of Woes, that what to others 
would be the greateſt Dread, to me would be a Blefling 
ut there is ſomething far more terrible than 

2 what 
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what you have named, the abuſing a Generoſity ſuch 
as yours, prevents me from concealing any Part of 
what you command me to diſcloſe if therefore the 
Recital of our Misfortunes can teſtify our Acknow- 
ledgments, you may depend on our Sincerity. | 
ALL the Reſolution which ſhe had aſſumed for this 
Encounter, had like to have forſook her at ſo movin 
a Diſcourſe; but making a new Effort, Riſe, ſaid ſhe, 
your Deſtiny promiſes ſomething very touching, I am 
concern'd in it more than you can yet imagine 
the Sultan will ſoon appear; therefore I would have 
you retire you ſhall want for nothing this Palace 
can afford recover yourſelves of your Fears and 
Fatigues, and to-morrow you ſhall receive my Orders ; 
and till then I will defer the Hiſtory I have engag'd 
you to give me. She then called a Slave m whom ſhe 
entirely confided; Sayda, ſaid ſhe to her, conduct them 
as I have order'd; and then making a Sign to them to 
withdraw, they obey'd, and follow'd the Slave. As 
they went cut they heard the Queen ſigh, and neither 
of them could forbear doing ſo too.————Th:ibavlt, 
who quitted her with Regret, turning to look on her 
= more, perceiving ſhe put her Handkerchief to her 
yes to wipe away ſome Tears, he could not reſtrain 
his own. Sayda led them to a little Apartment behind 
the Queen's, it conſiſted of three Rooms, and at the 
End an arch'd Gallery, where the Fruit was kept that 
was every Day ſerv'd up to her Table. This, ſaid 
Sayda, is the only Service the Sultaneſs expects from 
you; ſhe could not have placed you io commodiouſly, 
without giving you ſome Employment that requir'd your 
Attendance near her Perſon you muſt therefore 
take care of this Fruit, put it in Order in Baſkets pro- 
vided for that Uſe, and preſent it to her at her Repaſts 
under this Pretence you may poſleſs theſe 
Apartments, and be ſerv'd by the Slaves appointed 
for that Purpoſe——you are to be ſubſervient only to 
the Sultan and Sultaneſs. 
Ix ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe quitted them, leaving 
them in an inconceivable Surprize at all they had =_ 
en 
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When they were by themſelves, Thibault, who could 
no longer contain in his Breaſt the different Agitations 
which crouded one on another, and ſeem'd to ſtruggle 
for Utterance, approaching the Count, and tenderly 
embracing him, What a Woman 1s this Queen, my 
Lord, ſaid he, and by what Miracle does ſhe reign over 


theſe Barbarians! What have we done to deſerve 
her generous Care of us! Ah! my Lord, I find 
her Compaſhon dangerous. Alas! my dear Prin- 
ceſs, added he, you alone was wont to raiſe theſe E- 
motions in my Soul! J don't know, reply'd the Count, 
what will be our Fate, or what are the Deſigns of the 
Queen: Her Goodneſs does not affect me as it does 
you; you are young, and your Heart ftill preſerves a 
Fund of Paſſion, which may cauſe more violent Pertur- 
bations in it than mine; yet I own, I have felt for her 
the Tenderneſs of a Father; and that when ſhe ſpoke, 
my Daughter came into my Mind. - But I am afraid, 
my dear 7hibault, that you will doubly loſe your Li- 
berty in this fatal Place. Thibault made no other An- 
{wer than by Sighs; and ſome Refreſhments being 
brought in, they were forced to drop a Diſcourſe that 
did not admit of Witneſſes. 
THE Queen, in the mean time, was too much in- 
| tereſted in the Affairs of the Day to be very eaſy, and 
was no- ſooner left alone with her dear Sayda, than 
giving a Looſe to the Tranſports ſhe had ſo long re- 
ſtrained, her beautiful Face was bath'd all o'er in 
Tears, The faithful Slave, aſtoniſh'd at her Exceſs of 
| Grief, kneel'd down at her Feet, and taking one of 
| her Hands, Alas! Madam, ſaid ſhe, what is this ſud- 
den Misfortune are theſe Strangers come to trouble 
the Tranquillity you were beginning to enjoy ?—you 
| have hitherto honour'd me with your Confidence 
may I not now know what has occaſion'd this Grief ?— 
Ah! dear Sayda, reply'd her Royal Miſtreſs, let not 
| Appearances deceive you-—Love, Joy, Nature, and 
Fear, make me ſhed 'T'ears much more than any Grief; 


b hat Huſband ſo dear to me, and of whom thou 
5 haſt heard me ſpeak ſo much, is one of the Captives 
en Vor. I. whole 
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whofe Lives I have ſav'd the other is my Father, 
and the young Lad my Brother. The Horror of ſeeing 
my Father die for the Diverſion of a People to whom 1 
am Queen, has pierc'd me with ſo lively an Affliction, 
that 1 wonder the Apprehenſion of it did not a ſecond 
time deprive me of my Reaſon. My Huſband, Par- 
taker of the ſame Fate, his Melancholy, his Reſigna- 
tion before me, his Looks full of that Love and 'I'en- 
derneſs which once made my Happineſs, has touch'd 
my Soul in the moſt nice and delicate Part: I dare not 
diicover myſelf before I know their Sentiments, and 
the Conſtraint I have put on myſelf has been ſuch as 
Nature ſcarce can bear. Preſerve my Secret, dear 
Sayda, and don't expoſe me again to tremble for Lives 
on which my own depends, Doubt not of my Fidelity, 
Madam, anſwer'd the other, it is inviolable ! my Re- 
ligion, your Goodneſs, which I have ſo often experien- 
ced, and the Confidence with which you have honour'd 
me, have attach'd me to your Service till Death. 
Trese Aſſurances entirely ſatisfied the Queen, and 
they conſulted together on Meaſures by which they 


might be at Liberty to entertain the illuſtrious Slaves 


the next Day. The Su/tar's coming in put an End to 
their Converſation for this Time. This Prince, who 
had no other Defe& than his being a Saracen, accoſted 
her with that Joy, which his having had it in his Power 
to oblige her, gave him.— Well, Madam, ſaid he, can 
vou doubt of my Love! — may I flatter myſelf, that 
what I have done will diſpel the Grief and Melancholy 
that has io long poſſeſs'd you? I owe you every 
thing, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, and my whole Endeavours 
ſhall be to expreſs my Gratitude. The Sultan, charm'd 
to find her in ſo good a Humour, entertain'd her a lit- 
tle longer; and then told her (for he was juſt come 
from Council) that it was reſolv'd to oppoſe vigorouſly 
an Irruption that a neighbouring Prince had made into 
his Dominions, and that War was going to be declared 

immediately in Form. | 
Tus News inſpired the Queen with a Thought, 
which ſucczeded to her Wiſh ; and being w__y 
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take the Advantage of the Diſpoſition ſhe found the 
Sultan in, of granting her every thing; Heaven, ſaid 
ſhe, favours me in an extraordinary Manner, in giving 
me an Opportunity of acknowledging your Goodneſs. 
One of the Captives, my Lord, whom you have given 
me, is the moſt valiant Man of his Time, nor is his 
Conduct in War inferior to his Courage. By the Won- 
ders he has done, I am almoſt aſſured you will have 
the Victory, if you permit him to combat the Enemy. 
The Sultan demonſtrated to her the Difference of their 
Religions, and the little Aſſurances he could have in the 
Faith of a Chriſtian. IAI anſwer for him, ſaid the 
Queen haftily—P'll be the Pledge of his Fidelity; and 
the better to aſſure you, I'll keep the two other Cap- 
tives, who are, I know, very dear to him, as Hoſtages. 
The Sultan ſeem'd ſatisfied with theſe Words, and 
granted her Requeſt, leaving her abſolute Miſtreſs to 
act in this Affair as ſhe pleaſed, and retir'd to his Apart- 
ment, much more affected with the Joy of obliging 
her, than diſturb d at the Succeſs of the War. 

Tut beautiful Queen paſs'd the Night in very dif- 
ferent Emotions; Lowe had renew'd his Force in her 
Soul; Nature that did for a while revolt at the Re- 
membrance of the Cruelty inflicted on her, return'd ta 
its Obedience, and was wholly taken up with the Fear 
of not being lov'd, and remember'd enough to be ac. 
knowledg'd, when diſcover'd, with the Joy fhe wiſn'd.— 
The Counts of Panthieu and St. Paul ſpent not their 
Hours more quietly. Thibault found himſelf agitated 
with the Perturbations of a dawning Paſſion; he accuſed 


* himſelf of it as a Crime,—the Count was no leſs em- 


barraſs'd about his, tho' he was very well aſſured they 
procceded not from Love; but the prodigious Reſem- 


blance he found between his Daughter and this lovely 
Queen, reminded him -of the Barbarity he had been 


guilty of, — He could not imagine there had been a 


| Poſlibility of ſaving that unhappy Princeſs; but the 
Tenderneſs with which the Saltaneſs had inſpired him, 


was ſo near that he felt for his Daughter, that it gave 


him an Aſtoniſhment not to be conceiv'd. 
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Day appearine, they roſe, and ſet themſelves about 
preparing the Fruit, as Sayda had order'd them; which 
done, they were not long before hey received a Com- 
mand to bring it to the Queen. Nothing cou'd be more 
caſing than this Commiſſion; both found an unde- 
ſc::bable Impatience to ſee her again, and follow'd the 
faithful Slave till they came into her Preſence. They 
found her dreſs'd with an incredible Magnificence, re- 
ſplendent withan infinite Number of Diamonds; ſhe was 
reclin'd on a S/a, and after having look'd a Moment on 
them, Well, ſaid ſhe, are you ready to ſatisfy me?—] 
will not give you the Pains of relating your Names and 
Qualities, neither are unknown to me; only tell me by 
what firange Adventure you arriv'd at this Place.——- 
Count ge Ponthien, it is to you in particular J addreſs. 
THe Count was in a Surprize which cannot be ex- 
preſs'd to hear himſelf named, and finding there was 
indeed no room for Diſſimulation, told his Story with 
Sincerity; but when he came to that Part which con- 
cern'd his Daughter, his Sighs made many Interrup- 
tions in his Diſcourſe, yet did he forget no Circumſtance, 
but confeſs'd the Crime he had been guilty of, in putting 
her to Death: But alas! added he, with what Remorſe 
has my Soul been torn ſince that fatal Day ?—my Ten- 
derneſs for her reviv'd with freſh Vigour, and the Tor- 
ments I have endured have been ſuch, that if her Spirit 
has any Knowledge of what is tranſacted in this lower 
World, ſhe muſt believe my Puniſhment at leaſt equal to 
my Guilt.—Then hetold her of their Vow, their Voy- 
ge to Feruſalem, the J empeſt, and their Slavery and 
C ondemnation. — This, Madam, ſaid he, is a faithful 
Account of our Misfortunes; and tho'they are of a Na- 
ture beyond the common Rank of Woes, yet they re- 
ceive no inconſiderable Alleviation by the Concern your 
exceſſive Goodneſs makes you take in them, And, in- 
deed, the fair ©u/tanc/s, during the latter Part of his 
k elation, had ſeem'd drown'd in Tears, and was ſome 
time before ſhe could recover herſelf enough to ſpeak; 
but at laſt- I own, ſaid ſhe, that what ypu have told 


n. e very much touches me. I extremely pity the Prin- 
| ceſs 
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ceſs of Ponthieu; ſhe was young; her Reaſon might have 
return'd to her; the generous Proceeding of her Hut- 
band would doubtleſs have reclaim'd her in Time; but 
Heaven has puniih'd you for your Cruelty, you muſt not 
therefore be any more reproach'd with it. But to prove 
your Penitence {i:1iccre, what Reception would you give 
that Princeis, if by any Miracle, which T cannot at pre- 
ſent conceive, ſhe ſhould have eſcap'd that Deſtiny your 
Raſhneſsexpos'd herto? Ah, Madam! cry'd the Count, 
were there a Poſſibility of ſuch a Bleſſing, my whole 
Life ſhould be employ'd in rendering ker's fortunate. 
And you, ſaid ſhe to Thibault, who ſhe ſaw overwhelm'd 
in Tears, would your Wife be dear to you ?—Could 
you forgive her diſtracted Behaviour? — Could you re- 
ſtore her to your Heart, as fond, as tender as ever ?— 
In ſhort, could you till love her? Queſtion it not, 
Madam, anſwer'd he, with a Voice interrupted with 
Sighs; nothing but her Preſence can ever make me hap- 
py.—Receive her then, cry'd ſhe, caſting aſide her Veil, 
and throwing herſelf into his Arms, I am that unfortu- 
nate Wife.—I am that Daughter, added ſhe, running 
to her Father, that has coſt you ſo many melancholy 
Hours. Own her, my Lord; take her to your Breaft, 
my dear Thibault, nor let the Sight of her di ſſipate the 

Tenderneſs you expreſs'd for her when unknown. 
Wuo can deſcribe the Joy and Aſtoniſhment of theſe 
illuſtrious Perſons! their Eyes were now open'd, the 
ſecret Emotions they had felt were now eaſy to be ac- 
counted for.—She was acknowledg'd for the Wife, bleſt 
as the Daughter, with a Torrent of inexpreſſible incon- 
ceivable Delight. Thibault threw himſelf at her Feet, 
bathing her Hands in Tears of overpowering Joy; 
while the Count held her in his Arms, without being 
able to utter more than—my Daughter—my dear—my 
long-loſt Daughter. The young Prince kiſs'd her 
Robe; and Sayda, only Witneſs of this moving Scene, 
diſfolv'd in Tears of Tenderneſs and Joy.—At length, 
the firſt Surprize being over, this mute Language was 
ſucceeded by all the fond endearing Things that Na- 
ture, Wit and Love, had the Power of inſpiring. The 
1 eautiful 
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beautiful Queen had now time to return the Careſſes of 
the young Prince her Brother, who, tho' ſhe knew no 
otherwiſe than by her Father's Account, his Youth and 
Beauty had very much affected her from the firſt time 
the ſaw him.— After having a little indulg'd their Tran- 
ſports, It is time, ſaid ſhe, to inform you of my Adven- 
tures.— The Sultan is taken up with making Prepara- 
tions for a War he is oblig'd to enter into—ſo that we 
may have the Liberty of converſing, without Apprehen- 
fion of being interrupted. Then having ſeated them- 
felves, and Sayda being placed on the Outſide of the 
Cabinet, to give them notice if any ſuſpicious Perſon 
ſhould appear, the charming Saſtaneſs, addreſſing herſelf 
to the Count, began her Diſcourſe in this Manner: 

I wiLL not repeat, {aid ſhe, the Cauſe of your de- 
figning my Death, you are but too ſenſible of it; and 
the Loſs of my Reaſon too well known to you for me 
to go about to renew the Affliction it oceaſion'd you: I 
ſhall only ſay, that it was Exceſs of Love which cauſed 
my Diſtraction; and being prepoſſeſſed with an Idea of 
be ing no longer worthy of my Huſband's Affection, ima- 
gining that I ſaw him reproaching me with my Misfor- 
tune, and endeavouring to get rid of me, I was fo aban- 
don'd by my Senſes. as to with his Death, as the only 
Thing that could reſtore meto my Repoſe. This Thought 
ſo wholly engroſs'd my Soul, that J look'd on the Sen- 
tence you inflicted on me as caus'd by him—my Frenzy 
prevented the Horror of my Fate from making any Im- 
preſſion on me: and you may remember, Sir, that I nei- 
ther endeavour'd by Intreaties or Strugglings to avert 
it, being rather in a State of Inſenſibility than any thing 
elſe —Which Courſe my little Veſſel ſteer d, or how 
long I continu'din it, I know not—all I can tell is, that 
1iouad myſelf in a real Ship, in the midſt of a great 
many unknown Perſons, buſily employ'd in fetching me 
to my {e'f; but what is moſt ſurpriſing, I recover'd my 
Sight, Memory, and Reaſon, at the ſame Inſtant; whe- 
ther it was owing to the common Effect that the Fear 
of Death has, or to the Property of the Sea or to judge 


better, the Work of Heaven; but all Ihad ſaid, or done, 
or 
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or thought, came into my Mind, and I found myſelf 
ſo guilty againſt you and my Huſband, that the firſt Sign 
of Life, that my Deliverers perceiv'd in me, was by ſhed- 
ding an exceſſive Shower of Tears; which was the more 
violent, becauſe I had never wept fince that fatal Ad- 
venture in the Foreſt: And indeed I thought, as did all 
about me, that they would have ſuffocated me; but ſo 
much Care was taken of me, that without putting an 
End to my Affliction, my Life was out of Danger. The 
People of the Ship had plac'd about me a young Woman 
extremely amiable ;——the Tenderneſs ſhe expreſs'd for 
the Griefs ſhe ſaw I was involv'd in, made me take a 
very great Friendſhip for her; and, indeed, as ſhe was 
the only Woman there, it was natural for us to be more 
than ordinarily pleas'd with each other. When ſhe found 

me a little compos'd, ſhe inform'd me that we were with 

Flemiſh Merchants, who were trading to the Levant; 
that having perceiv'd from Deck my extraordinary 
Tomb, the Hope of finding ſomething valuable in it 
had made them take it aboard; but that having open'd 

it, they were ſurpriz d to fee a Woman richly habited; 

That at firſt they thought me dead, becauſe I was very 

much ſwell'd; but having plac'd me in the open Air, 

alittle Motion of my Heart gavethem Hope of recover- 
ing me: That accordingly, with great Difficulty, they 
effected it; and that finding, as they thought, ſome 

Beauty in me, they reſolv'd, at the Expence of my Li- 
berty, to make themſelves Amends for having found 
nothing but me in the Tun. It is with this Deſign, added 
ſhe, that we were ſailing towards Almeria, where theſe 
Merchants deſign to ſell you to the Su/tan of that Place. 
It is now ſix Months fince they took me away from the 
Coaſts of France, which is my rative Country, on the 
ſame Account; but I very well foreſee that your Beau- 
ty will preſerve me from being expoſed to the Sultan's 
Deſires: Vet, as I cannot avoid Slavery, I beg, Madam, 

that.you will not let me be ſeparated from you. The 
Sultan will, without doubt, buy you; contrive it ſo 
that he may think I am a Dependant of yours, that ſo 


I may wear no other Chains than yours, I was very 
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glad to have a French Woman with me, ſo promiſed 


her, that whatever was my Fate, ſhe ſhould, if ſhe 
pleas'd, ſhare it with me; but what ſhe had told me 
giving me great Uneaſineſs, I defired to ſpeak with the 
Captain of the Ship.—I began with thanking him for 
the Succour he had given me, and thinking to have 
gain'd him by the Hope of a Reward, I aſſur'd him it 
ſhould be made even beyond his Wiſhes, if he would land 
me on the Coaſt of France. He anſwer' d me, that he 
doubted not of my Generoſity, nor my being conſider- 
able enough to recompenſe the Service he had done me; 
but that he could not follow his own Inclination in do- 
ing what I deſired of him, becauſe he was accountable 
to his Companions, who had reſolv'd to ſell me and the 
other young French Woman to the Sultan of Almeria; 
that they knew would be certain Gain to them, whereas 
the Effect of my Promiſes could not be ſo. With theſe 
Words he return'd tohis Companions, and gave me not 
Leave to anſwer him: I made ſeveral other Efforts, but 
finding it impoſſible to perſuade them to alter their Re- 
ſolutions, I was oblig'd to ſubmit to my ill Deſtiny. In 
proportion as I recover'd my Reaſon, my Affection to 
my dear Thibault reſum'd its Empire o'er my Soul. — 
I was ſenſible of the whole Extent of my Misfortunes, 
and my Deſpair would perhaps have kept no Bounds, 
if it had not been for the Prudence and Good-nature 
of my young Companion. Yet, for all her Cares, I 
fell into ſuch a Languiſhment as frighted the Merchant, 
leſt I ſhould loſe the Luſtre of my Beauty, of which he 
propoſed to himſelf ſo great an Advantage. 

Ar length they arrived at Almeria, and we were 
immediately led to the Sultan. As he was accuſtom'd 
to traffic with thoſe People, he receiv'd 'em pertectiy 
well, and was ſo much pleas'd with the Prize, that he 
gave them their Demand both for myſelf and Sayda.— 
We were plac'd in the Palace of the Stans Women, 
where he ſoon follow'd us; and I had the Misfortune 
of affecting him in ſo extraordinary a Manner, that he 
ſeem'd to make his loving me an Affair of State. — 


I call that a Misfortune, which any one but me would 
have 
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have look'd on as the higheſt Felicity; for I owe the 
Sultan the Juſtice to ſav, that he is full of Merit, and 
adorn'd with the moſt heroic * irtues : But I was a 
Chriſtian, and prepoileſs'd with a Paſſion, which lett 
no Room for any other; I therefore conſider d hi A.- 
ſiduity as my wortt of Troubles. This Prince per- 
ceiving my Regard for Sayda, gave her to me; (Sayda is 
a Name I made her aſſume, to conceal her own.) ' He 
plac'd me in an Apartment different from thoſe tae icit 
0: the Women were lodg'd in, and commanded ] ſhould 
be ſerv'd as Queen. All theſe Honours added to my 
Uneaſineſs; yet the Submiſſion with which he treated 
me gave me ſometimes a Hope he never would have 
Recourſe to force that which I reſolv'd never to grant; 
but, alas ! this Prince at laſt, worn out with his own 
conſuming Paſſion, and the continual Murmurs of his 
Subjects, who could ill endure he ſhould expreſs fo 
much Conſideration for a Chrittian, reſolv'd to ſpeak 
to me in ſtronger Terms than he had hitherto done. 
My Reſiſtance had laſted a whole Year, and he thought 
he had ſufficiently teſtifhed his Reſp-& in allowing me 
ſo long a Time; he came to me therefore one Day, 
and finding me extremely melancholy, Madam, ſaid 
he, "tis with great Regret I find myſelf oblig'd to ex- 
ceed the Bounds I had preicrib'd myſelf? in gaining your 
Heart; but you muſt now either conſent to marry me, 
or publicly abjure your Religion; all my P_.wer can- 
not exempt you from the Laws which oblige the Wo- 
men of the Seraglio to embrace our Faith. I adore 
you, and tho' I ought to compel you to a Change 10 
beneficial to you, yet I will not, ſince it is not your 
Deſire. I promiſe you the free Exerciſe of your 
Religion in private, provided you accept of the Crown 
I offer you ; — my Subjects and all my Court, will 
then believe you have chang'd your Religion, without 
ſeeking any further Proofs, and you will then be at 
Liberty to obſerve your own in ſecret. This is the 
only Means to preſerve you from the Fury of a People, 
who, when enrag'd, have no Regard even for their 
Sovereign. Twould have been more agreeable to me, 
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if my Love and Complaiſance had engag'd you ; but I 
hope Time will inſpire your Heart with thoſe Senti- 
ments that will be conducive to my Felicity, and your 
Repoſe. I could not refrain from Tears at this Dif. 
courſe of the Su/tay—— the Choice appear'd ter- 
r.ble to me: Is it poſſible, my Lord! replied I, that 
a nong the Number of Beauties who would be proud 
of the Honour you offer me, you cannot find one more 
worthy than myſelf ? If you had not diſtinguiſh'd 
me, your Subjects would have thought nothing of me, 
Conſider, my Lord, what Glory you might 
gain by ſubduing your Paſſion, and ſuftering me to re- 
turn to my native Country. What Felicity can it 
be to live with a Woman obtain'd but by Fear and 
Force, who will always be regretting her Parents and 
Liberty ? 

Tre Sultan ſmil'd at theſe Words; I ſee, Madam, 
ſaid he, that you are ignorant of your own Condition; 
— you are in this Place for Lite ;—when once a Wo- 
man is enter'd within theſe Walls, there is no Hope of 
ever getting out again; Law and Cuſtom-have decreed 
it ſo : Therefore you are more oblig'd to me than you 
imagin'd, for the Reſpect I have paid you, being from 
the frſt Moment the Maſter of your Deſtiny.—I then 
intreated he would give me three Days to anſwer him; 
he granted my Requeſt, and I ſpent them in Prayers: 
But at length ſeeing myſelf without any Hope of Relief, 
or ever returning to my Country, that my Death there 
was thought certain, and that I had no Means of let- 
ting you know I was living, or if J had, could not pro- 
miſe myſelf that, ſince you had conſented to my Death, 
the News would find a Welcome; I look'd on mylcit 
as utterly abandon'd, and the Facility of following in 
private my own Devotions, determin'd me in ſubmit- 
ting to the Sultan's Perſuaſions. The three Days being 
exp'rd, he came to me again, and I then told him, that 
if he would ſwear never to force me to alter my Reli- 
gion, I was ready to give him my Hand. His Joy at 
my Aſſent was inconceivable ; and tho' he ſaw plainly 
that what I did was out of Neceſſity, he aſſur'd me he 

though? 
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thonght himſelf the happieſt Man on Earth, and bound 
himſelf by an Oath, fired in their Law, to ſuffer me 
to exerciſe my own Religion, provided I took care not 
to be diſcover'd. 
THis News was ſoon blaz'd thro” all Almeria; and, 


fated ever to be guilty of conſtrain'd Infidelities, I was 


proclaim'd and crown'd Saltana Queen, with a Magni- 
ficence that would havedazzled any one but the Princeſs 
de Ponthieu. During the whole Ceremony, the Image 
of Thibault never quitted me; I ſpoke to it, begg'd its 
Pardon; in ſhort, I was fo loſt in Thought, that Sayda 
has ſince told me, I had more the Appearance of a Sta- 
tue than a living Perſon. As for you, my Lord ! I often 
reproach'd your Cruelty, that had brought me to the 
Precipice in which I found myſelf. There has not paſt 
one Day in the nine Years I have been married to the 
Sultan, on which I have not talk'd of my dear Thibault 
to the faithful Sayda, with a Torrent of Tears. The 
Sultan has kept his Word with me, all his Court thinks 
me a Renegado, he alone knows the Truth; and with- 
out reproaching me with my Melancholy, has done 
his utmoſt to diſperſe it. The ſame Reſpe& and Com- 
plaiſance has always accompanied his Actions, and you 
yourſelves have been Witneſſes of my Power, by his grant- 
ing me without Heſitation your Lives. I knew you 
again the firſt Moment I ſaw your Faces, and ſhould 
have diſcover'd myſelf Yeſterday, but had a mind to 
know whether my Memory was yet dear. Theſe are 
my unhappy Adventures ; but this is not all I have to- 
ſay: You muſt, my dear Thibault, in order to regain 
your Wife and Liberty, expoſe your Life to freſh Ban- 
gers: Speak, do you think me worthy of ſo great a Teſ- 
timony of your continued Love and Tenderneſs? You 
cannot make a doubt of it, anſwered he, without being 
guilty of a greater Offence than all your Diſtraction. 
made you act I ſwear to you, my dear Princeſs, 
by the Pleaſure I had in obtaining you of your Father, 
by the Felicity I enjoy'd in being belov'd by you, by 
my Misfortune, and by the Joy I feel in ſeeing you again, 
that I neyer adored you _ more Ardour than I _ 
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do.—Fear not there'ore to explain yourſelf, command 
me, dilfo'e of me as you pieaſe. The fair Sultan; 
was charm'd with this tender Aſſurance; and there be- 
ing nobody preſent that ſhe ſuſpected, ſhe again em- 
brac'd her much lov'd Huſband, and then told him 
what the had propoſed to the Sultan. It is of the ut- 
moſt Importance, added ſhe, that you ſhould gain his 
Confidence by ſome ſignal Service, that my Deſigns 
may the better ſucceed he has already loſt ſeveral 
Battles, through the ill Conduct of his Generals; but 
if you fight for him, I doubt not of the Victory — 
He cannot then refuſe you his Eſteem, which will en- 
able me to put my Project in Execution. 

Tas Count and 7h;bau!t approv'd of what ſhe ſaid; 
but the young Prince -begg'd ſhe would contrive it ſo, 
that he might accompany his Brother to the Army, his 
youthful Heart burning with Impatience to behold ſo 
noble a Sight; but the Queen told him ſhe could not 
poſũbly gratify thoſe Teſtimonies of ſo early a Courage, 
tho' ſhe admir'd them, becauſe ſhe had given her Pro- 
miſe to the Sultan, that both he and his Father ſhould 
remain at Court as Hoſtages for the Fidelity of Thibault, 
After ſome further Diſcourſe, and renew'd Em- 
braces, ſhe ordered them to retire, it growing towards 
the Hour in which the Satan was uſcd to viſit her. 
They were ſcarce out of the Room before that Prince 
enter d; and having aſ{k'd her if the valiant Captive 
agreed with her Intentions : Yes, my Lord, replied 
ſe, he is impatient to expreſs by his Services the grate- 
ful Senſe he has of his Obligations to us. The Sultan im- 
mediately commanded they ſhould all three be brought 
before him, and obſerving them more heedfully than 
he had done before, was infinite:y charm'd with their 

o0d Mien: The venerable Age, and commanding 
Aſpect of the Prince of Pcnthieu, excited his Reſpect ; 
the Beauty and Vivacity of the young Prince, his Ad- 
miration ; but in the noble Air, and manly Graces of 
the accompliſh'd Thibau#t, he fancied he diſcover'd an 
Aſſurance he would be able to anſwer the Character 
the Su/taneſs had given of him.— The pore he wy 

| der 


. 28 2k. 


[ 133 ] 


der'd him, the more he found to love and eſteem —— 
the Sultaneſs, ſaid he, who has ſav'd your Life, will 
needs out of Love for me, and Reſpect for you, have 
you expoſe it in my Service] ſee nothing about you, 
but what ſerves to convince me I do not err, when I 
place an entire Confidence in you: Therefore you muſt 
prepare to ſet out Lo- morrow, 1 have in my Council 
declared you General. My Subjects are ſo fatigued 
and heartleſs with continual Loſſes, that they repine 
not I endeavour to repair them by extraordinary Me- 
thods; and tho' you are a Chriſtian, my Soldiers will 
with Joy obey you, if your Valour does but anſwer 
their Expectations, and the Character they have of you. 
After Thibault had in the moſt handſome and ſubmiſ- 
five Manner aſſur'd him of his Zeal and Fidelity, that 
Prince proceeded to give him thoſe Inſtructions which 
were neceſſary: and retiring, left him to receive thoſe 
of the Sultaneſs. 

He was no ſooner gone, than turning towards Th;- 
bault, You are going to fight againſt Infidels, ſaid ſhe, 
tho' you fight for one; but, my dear Huſband ! con- 
ſult my Repoſe as well as your own Courage, and fight 
to conquer, not todie; remember I expoſe you, that 
I may the better ſave you. He thank'd her for her ob. 
liging Fears, and promis'd to combat only to preſerve 
his Honour and gain the Opportunity to deliver her.— 
It being time to retire, they quitted the Queen's Apart- 
ment, and returning to their own, a Slave brought to 
Thibault a ſtately Veſt and Sabre, adorn'd with pre- 
cious Stones, a Preſent to him rom the Sultan; he put 
them on, and attended that Prince at Dinner, who ſaw 
him with Pleaſure. They diſcours'd on the different 
Methods of making War, and the Sultan found his 
new / General ſo conſummate in the Art, that he aflured 
himſelf of Victory: He then preſented him to the chief 
Men of his Court. The reſt of the Day was employ'd 
in reviewing.the Troops that were in Almeria. As he 
was to go the next, he begg'd of the Sultaneſi by Say- 
da, that he might be permitted to bid her adieu with- 
out any Witneſles ; the fair Queen, who deſir'd it with 
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equal Ardour, appointed Night for the Interview : 
fo when all was quiet in the Palace, he was introduced 
by that faithful Slave into the Apartment of his dear 
Princeſs. Then it was that this long ſeparated Huſ- 
band and Wife, now more in love, if poſſible, than ever, 
renewed their Proteſtations of everlaſting Affection, 
and, forgetting the reſt of the World, gave a looſe to 
the Raptures of being once more bleſs'd, and the ſoft 
Hope of re-uniting themſelves, no more to be divided 
The beſt part of the Night paſs'd"away in theſe 
Tranſports, and Day would have ſurprized them, had 
not Sayda given them notice it was time to part. The 
Sultaneſs wept, and Thibault was extremely mov'd ; but 
Reafon re-aſſuming its Empire, they embracing, bid. 
each other adieu, begging Heaven they might ſoon 
meet again. He went not to Bed, employing the re- 
maining Hours in taking leave of the Count de Ponthieu, 
and the young Prince his Son.— He recommended his 
dear Princeſs to the former, intreating him to neglect 
no Opportunities of being with her. He then repair 'd 
to the Sultan, to receive his laſt Commands, and ſet 
out with a Chearfulneſs that ſeem'd to preſage Succeſs. 
Duin his Abſence, the watchful Policy of the 
fair Sultaneſi contriv'd to acquire a great Number of 
Creatures, ready to undertake every thing to ſerve her ; 
ſhe cauſed ſeveral Favours to be conferr'd on them, thro? 
the intereſt the Count had with the Szltan. He was 
now grown prodigiouſly in his Favour... The Sultan 
uſed frequently to divert himſelf with hunting, it was 
an Exerciſe he extremely loved, and the Count under- 
ſtanding it perfectly, was always one of the Party.—— 
The Expreſſes which were continually brought of the 
Victories Thibault had gain'd over the Enemies, in- 
creaſed the Sullan's Eſteem of the two Hoſtages. Three 
Months paſled thus, with creating new Friends on the 
Queen's Side, and Confidence on the Sultan's; but the 
Joy of both tho' for different Reaſons, was compleated, 
when a Courier arrived with the News that the conquer- 
ing Thibault had entirely vanquiſh'd, cut the whole 
Army of the Foe in pieces, kill'd their Prince, with his 
own 
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own Hand, and not only recover'd the Dominions they 
had taken from the Sultan, but alſo added that of the 
bold Invader to his Empire.—Theſe glorious Actions 
were ſignaliz'd in Almeria by great Rejoicings ; 
nothing was talk'd of but the Bravery of the Captive, 
and the Obligations both King and People had to him. 
As for him, when he found no more Enemies to com- 
bat, he made haſte to garriſon the conquer'd Places, 
and having deputed ſuch Governors as he thought 
were faithful, return'd in triumph to Almeria. The 
Sultan receiv'd him as his Guardian-Angel, reſtor d 
him his Liberty, and preſs'd him to accept of the great- 
eſt Places in his Empire, if he would change his Reli- 
gion; but the other gave him to underſtand, tho' with 
the greateſt Reſpect, that he could not embrace his 
Favours, but aſſur'd him he would ſtay at his Court as 
long as he ſhould be wanted. This Refuſal was ſo far 
from incenſing, that the Sultan gave him the greater 
Eſteem for it; and this illuſtrious Warrior became ſo 
conſiderable at the Court of Almeria, that nothing was 
done but by his Advice. The Sz/tane/5- finding the 
Succeſs of her Project, now thought it time to put the 
finiſhing Stroke to it. She pretended to be with 
Child, and that the Air of Almeria did not agree with 
ber: A Renegado Phyſician, that ſhe had gain'd to her 
Intereſt, aſſur'd the Sultan that her Life would be in 
Danger, if ſhe did not remove from where ſhe was. 
That Prince, alarm'd by the Tenderneſs he had for her, 
begg'd her to make. choice of any of his Houſes of 
Pleaſure to go and reſide in. The Sultangſi pitch'd 
on one which was by the Sea-ſide, and the Way to 
which was by Sea. The Sultan immediately gave 
Orders for the equipping a Galley, and the Queen took 
care to fill it with Perſons entirely devoted to her In- 
tereſt. When every thing was ready, ſhe begg'd 
the Sultan that ſhe might be accompany'd thither by 
the French Cavalier, for the Security of her Perſon ; as 
tor the Count de Ponthieu and his Son, there was no 
Occaſion for aſking leave for their Attendance, becauſe 
they belong'd immediately to her.— The Sultan made 

no 
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no ſcruple of granting every thing ſhe deſired, and ſhe 
embark'd with her Father, her Brother, and Huſband, 
and the faithful Sayda; taking with her a Son of ſeven 
Years old, which ſhe had by the Su/taz, leaving in A. 
meria a Daughter that was ſtill at the Breaſt, Heaven 
ſeem'd to favour their Deſigns, they were no ſooner got 
to Sea, than our Warriors, ſeconded by the Queen's 
Creatures, oblig'd the Slaves of the Galley to row di- 
rectly to Brindes, where they happily arrived. The 
Princeſs gave the Chriſtian Slaves their Liberty, and put 
in their places all the Saracens ſhe could purchaſe, with 
Orders to give the Sz/tan the following Letter. 


The Princeſs of PonTHIEvU to the Sultan 
of Almeria. 


FI had only your Generoſity to have combated, I weuld 

have diſcover'd to you the Cauſe which urged me to this 
Flight—convinc'd, that you would rather have favour'd 
than oppos'dit ; but your Love and Religion being inſur- 
mountable Obſeacles, I was oblig'd ta make uſe of Artifice 
to be juſt. I quit you not, my Lord, through Inconſtan- 
oy; 1 follew my Huſband, my Father, and my Brother, 
wo avere the three Captives whoſe Lies you granted me; 
my Huſband having exfcs'd his for your Glory, and the 
Security of your Domirions, has, in part, acquitted me of 
the Obligations I oaue you. Jam a Chriſtian, and was 


a Sovereign before your Wise; judge iber, fore, whether 


my Rank and Religion did not demand this of me. 1 ſhall 
always with Gratitude remember the Honour you have done 
me : I have left you my Daughter, being «blig'd to aban- 
don her becauſe of her Youth : Look on her, I intreat you, 
ewith the Eye of @a Father.—1 wiſh you all the Happineſs 
you deſerve, and ſhall with Ferwency beg of Heawen 1 
bleſs you with thet divine Ilumination, which is the only 
thing. in which your heroic Virtues are deficient, 


PONTHIEU. 


Turner 


1 


THE Sultan ſaw the Galley return, and receiv'd the 
Princeſs's Letter while ſne was proſecuting her Journey 
to Rome; he was inconceivably afflicted at the News, 
but his Reaſon at length getting the better of his De- 
ſpair he endeavoured to comfort himſelf, by tranſplant- 
ing all the Tenderneſs he had paid the Mother to the 
little Daughter. In the mean time, our illuſtrious Fu- 
gitives arrived at Rome, where they were received by 
the Pope with extraordinary Honour» ; and after having 
reconciled the Princeſs of Sayda to the Boſom of the 
Church, they departed loaded with Preſents and Fa- 
vours to Ponthieu, where the unanimous Joy of the 
People ſer their Return is not to be expreſs'd. - The 
Count dying ſome time after, his Son inherited his Do- 
minions; but that young Prince not long ſurviving, he 
left the Sovereignty to the Princeſs his Siſter, who, 
with her Huſband, re gn'd a long time in perfect Glory 
and happy Unity. The Son ſhe had by the ultan 
married a rich Heireſs of Normandy, from whom are 
deſcended the Lords of Preau ; and the Princeſs who 
was left behind with the Sultan was married to a Sa- 
racen Prince, and from a Daughter of that Princeſs was 
born the famous Saladin, Sultan of Egypt, ſo known 
and dreaded by all Chriftendom. 

I own, ſaid Urania, finding Felicia had done 
ſpeaking, that this Hiſtory has a great deal in it pro- 
digiouſly ſurpriſing, and I find no other Fault in it, 
than that it appears too marvellous to be Truth. 
As for me, ſaid Florinda, there are ſeveral Incidents in 
it, which at the ſame time both aftoniſh'd and touch'd 
me. The manner of amiable Florinda's repeating it, 
added Thelamont, has given Graces to the moſt ter- 
rible Parts of it. I vow, ſaid Orophanes, the Adventure 
which the Princeſs met with in the Foreſt, was not the 
eaſieſt to deſcribe; and I more than once trembled for 
Florinda in going thro' it. You rally, ſaid Camilla; 
but ſetting feſting apart, I do think ſhe gave us to 
underſtand with a great deal of Delicacy that Misfor- 
tune of che unhappy Princeſs, and proved the __ 
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tender Unions are not always exempt from Trouble. 
The Hiſtory, added Orophanes, is really very beautiful, 
and well told; and it puts me in Mind of ſome Parti- 
culars in Saladin's Life, which I'll impart to you. 
THe Hour for Dinner put an End to this Converſa. 
tion; which being over, they repaired to the Library: 
but though they had laid themſelves under a Law to 
read ſometimes, they did not always ſtrictly obſerve it 
—that charming Society having firſt eftabliſh'd Liberty, 
there were ſome Days in which their Wit and Memory 
furniſh'd them with Subjects of Entertainment without 
the Help of Books. Thelamont was the firſt that began. 
Since, ſaid he, I don't find you much diſpos'd to ob- 
ſerve that Silence which Reading exacts, and this Cabi- 
net is appointed for relating Paſſages in Hiſtory, I'll tell 
you one | found Yeſterday in Athenæus, which I was very 
much pleaſed with, and I make no doubt but you will 
be ſo too. Few Princes allow of their Miniſters A- 


_ bility, their Self-love making them lay their own Faults 


on them, and take to themſelves thoſe things which 


have ſucceeded. Philip of Macedon was not of this 


Number; Athenzus reports, that in the very Criſis of 
his greateſt Affairs, that Prince drinking hard with his 
Friends, gave an authentic Proof of the Eſteem and 
Confidence he placed in his Miniſter ; Come, /aid that 
Monarch, let us drink, let us drink, tis ſufficient that 
Antipater doth not drink. This, in my Opinion, con- 
tinued Thelamont, was as great a Teſtimony of Love 
as a Prince could give a Subject; it is certain that 
Philip muſt have been perſuaded, that that Miniſter's 
Reaſon was more neceflary to the State than his own. 
I was not a little pleaſed with reading it ; there 1s, 
I think, ſomething in it free and natural. and at the 
ſame time great and noble. In the Heat of Wine, 
amidſt the I. icentiouſneſs of the Feaſts of thoſe Times, 
to be ſedate enough to account for his own Neglect to 
thoſe who might have blamed him, and to beſtow 
Praiſes ſo full of Juſtice on his Miniſter, was a Proof, 
that he who could debauch in that Manner, was inca- 
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Pable of forgetting himſelf. Philip muſt have been as 
great a Prince, fai Florinda, as Antipater was an 
excellent Stateſman; which proves, that let a Prince 
be ever ſo great, he always ſtands in need of good Coun- 
ſellors. Doubtleſs, reply'd Thelamont, if Agrippa had 
had only a common Genius, Auguſtus would never have 
been Maſter of the World. What Thelamont ſays, 
reply'd Orophanes, is very juſt; Auguſtus often fell 
from the Character of Great on the moſt important 
Occaſions: There are ſome Paſſages in his Life, where 
he deſcends even to Meanneſs; for example, when he 
heard of the Defeat of his Army in Germany com- 
manded by Varro, he tore his Hair, and beat his 
Head againſt the Wall, cryingout, Varro, reflore me my 
Legion! What Glory was this for Arminius, to have 
forced the Commander of the Univerſe to ſuch an Ex- 
travagance? And in this Particular, obſerve the Dif- 
ference between the Genius of Auguſtus and that of 
Philip. This, out of a Greatneſs of Soul, takes a 
Pleaſure in doing Honour to the Merit of his Miniſter; 
the other, out of Weakneſs, adds to the Victory of his 
Enemy, by his fruitleſs Lamentations. Your Notice 
of theſe Paſſages is extremely juſt, ſaid Urania, and 
I believe I can add another equally blameable. I have 
read in Suetonius, that when he heard of the Princeſs 
Julia's Behaviour, he condemn'd her to Death; but 
repenting of it the next Moment, he took the moſt ri- 
diculous Method in the World; he ſent a Memorial to 
the Senate, in which, in a pathetic Manner, he expoſes 
the Shame and Infamy of his Houſe.—His Reaſon once 
more returning, and getting the better of his Paſſion. 
he was ſenſible of the Error he had committed, and, 
Seneca ſays, fell into Tears, and cry'd out ſeveral times, 
1 had not thus proclaim d my own Difroer, if Agrippa, 
or Mecznas, had been living.—This Contrariety of 
Sentiment, ſaid Florinda, ſhews the want, indeed, he had 
of a prudent and underſtanding Miniſter; yet there are 
Princes who do not care to have about them Genius's 
ſuperior to their own; of which, Emanuel, King of Por- 
tugal, is an Example, That Prince having a Letter of 
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Importance to write, commiſſion d a Man of known 
Wit in his Court to do it : The Gentleman havinrs c- 
quitted himſelf of his Truſt, waited on the King with 
it; that Monarch, after having read it, took one out of 
his Pocket, that he had wrote himſelt, and comparing 
them, confeſs'd that of the Courtier was the beſt, and 
that he would make uſe of it, The Gentleman having 
made ſome Reflexions on the Adventure, went to one 
of his Friends, and told him, That he had ſettled his 
Affairs, and was come to take leave of him. His Friend 
having aſk'd the Reaſon of his ſudden Departure, There 
is no longer any Safety for me at Court, anſwer'd he, 
the King knows I have more Wit than he has. What 
followed, ſhew'd that he had taken the wiſeſt Reſolu- 
tion ; for Emanuel cauſed him to be ſearch'd for, in 
order to ſacrifice him to his Jealouſy. It muſt be al- 
low'd, ſaid Felicia, that it is very difficult to know 
Mankind; the higher they are in Rank, the leſs poſſible 
it is to ſee into the Sincerity of their Hearts, An inti- 
mate Friend of Cicero's, aſk'd him one Day what he 
thought of Cz/ar, after he had made himſelf Maſter of 
the Republic ? Stay, reply'd that great Senator, till 
he is in peaceable Poſſeſſion of it, and you ſhall then 
judge of him yourſelf : But remember, that the Pupil 
of Ariſtotle, ſo wiſe and knowing, became paſſionate, 
debauch'd, proud and cruel, when he no longer had 
any thing to fear. I think, ſaid Camilla, twill be a 
Shame for me to be the only one that does not produce 
ſome Paſſage in Hiſtory ; and fince you have all ſpoke, 
tis but juſt for me to take my Turn. What 7-ela- 
mont ſeems to be moſt taken with, is the Juſtice Philip 
paid his Miniſter ; but what pleaſes me moſt, is what 
I have read of the Manners of the Ancients in the 
Strictneſs of their Friendſhips; 'tis in that they molt 
ſurpaſs us, and we give ourſelves leſs Trouble in imi— 
tating them in that, than in any thing. If any one 
. ſhould attempt it, he would be made a Jeſt of: What 
Differenceis there in our Behaviour, in regard to Friend- 
ſhip, and the religious Obſervation of it in Xenophon's 
Time? 'They look d on it then as the moſt 9 Qua- 
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lification of a Man of Honour, and they gain'd as much 
Fame by it as by the moſt illuſtrious Virtues. They 
died, ſaid that noble Athenian, ſpeaking of the Grecian 
Captains that the Per//ans had ſo perfdiouſly maſſacred, 
they died, as they had liv'd, without Reproach either 
in War or Friendſhip.-Who would ventcre to make 
ſuch an Encomium in the funeral Orations of the great 
Men of this Age? Is there one now to be met with. in 
whom ſuch a Confidence could be put, as that which 
Crates, the famous Philoſopher, placed in his- two 
Friends when he was dying ; who, in his Will, left to 
one of them the Care of providing for his Mother, and 
to the other, that of educating his Daughter, marrying 
her, and giving her a Portion; and in caſe one of them 
ſhould die, he ſubſtituted the Survivor in his room, to 
take care both of his Mother and Daughter in the ſame 
Manner : The two Friends accepted of the Truſt in full 
Senate, and expreſs'd as much Satisfaction in thoſe 
Marks of Confidence, as they were charm'd with being 
able to comply with them. This Remark, ſaid Thela- 
ment, which the agreeable Camilla has made, is the more 
to be admir'd, becauſe I am convinc'd ſhe ſpeaks from 
her Heart ; for it is certain we cannot be touch'd with 
the Effects of a Virtue which we are not capable of prac- 
tiſing. You reward me very gallantly, reply'd ſhe, for 
the Silence I have obſerv'd, and the little I have ſaid; 
but, I believe, continu'd ſhe, that ſerious Matters have 
taken up enough of our 'Time, we had beſt now divert 
ourſelves with walking. At theſe Words the Company 
roſe, and repair'd to the River-ſide. 

OROPHANES, who always attack'd Fe/icia on the 
Paſſages that were quoted, now laid hold on Friend- 
ſhip. If Friendſhip, ſaid he, is a Virtue, the Want of 
it muſt be a great Vice; and the beautiful Qualities of 
Felicia muſt be imperfect, ſince ſhe has not that. Can 
you never complain, anſwer'd ſhe ſmiling, without 
offending me? Do you confound Love with Friend- 
ſhip ? If I have nothing to ſay to the firſt, I value my- 
ſelf very much upon the.laſt; and if I were worthy 
of the 1'rouble of an Hiſtorian, ſhould deſerve the Elo- 
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ium that Xenophon gives thoſe Grecians. If ſo, ſaid 
oc give me the Means of writing your Hiſtory, and 
by ſome ſigi al Mark of your Friendſhip for me, engage 
my Pen to chaunt your Praiſes; let me talk to you of 
Love, and do you entertain me with Friendſhip; by 
this Means you'll ſoften the Rigour of my Chains, with- 
out wounding your auſtere Virtue, and oblige me, in 
Gratitude, to make your Encomium. Indeed, ſaid 
Thelamont, tis my Opinion that Orophanes very well 
deſerves to be treated with leſs Rigour ; and if you 
have not more Humanity, you'll find that all your 
Friends will take his Part againſt you. I'm certain, 
ſaid Florinda, that Orophanes's Fate concerns us all; as 
for me, 1 declare myſelf on his Side. I do the ſame 
try d Camilla, my gay Humour will not permit me to 
ſee any body ſuffer. This is too much, ſaid Felicia, 
and I don't know how I iball come off in ſo unequal a 
Combat, if Urania does not take my Part. Urania 
ſmil'd, and made no other Anſwer than by ſinging the 
following Words: 


When with Paſſion we admire, 
In vain the favourite Lower ſues; 
We fear to own the ſecret Fire, 
Left by yielding wwe ſhould loſe : 
Trifling Afecitens are with Eaſe reveal d, 
But that's moſt fervent, which is moſt conceal d. 


Wuar, ſaid Felicia, do you compoſe off-hand 
againſt me? I did not expect ſuch a Piece of Treaſon 
from dear Urania. The Company diverted themſelves 
for ſome time with Felicia's Confuſion, and very much 
applauded Urania's Air, making her repeat it more 
than once ; and, notwithſtanding the Vexation of her 
amiable Friend, they agreed that ſhe had exquiſitely 
laid open the Heart in theſe Lines ; ſince nothing 1s 
more certain, than that an Apprehenſion of loſing the 
Eſteem of the Man they love, makes Women ſo often 
conceal their true Sentiments. 
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Tux x were {till reaſoning on this, when they were 


inform'd of the Arrival of is and Acautes, two Gen- 


tlemen who were nearly related to The/amont. Urania 
knew them, but the reſt of the Company dic. not. 
Thelamont having preſented them to the Ladies, Ura- 
nia aſk'd them, if the Favour of their V ifit was owin 
to Chance or Deſign? As Sincerity is a Mark of Re- 
ſpe, anſwer'd Acantes gaily, what we owe you, Ma- 
dam, obliges us to own that Hunting has occaſion'd us 
the Honour of waiting on you at this time—that Exer- 
ciſe having led us to tollow our Game on your Eſtate, 
we thought it our Duty, before we left it, to pay you 
our Reipects. I find then, ſaid The/amont, that Hunt- 
ing is ſtill your darling Recreation. I am ſtill the ſame, 
dear Thelamont, ſaid he, in every thing, always free, 
gay, and eaſy, without Reſtraint or Paſſion, and I con- 
feſs I find nothing capable of amuſing me ſo agreeably 
as this Exerciſe. But, ſaid Urania, I am ſurpriz'd that 
Iphis is complaiſant enough to accompany you in it; 
for I know he is no Sportſman, his grave and ſerious 
Humour does not admit of any violent Exerciſes. You 
ſay true, Madam, replied” Iphis, but we muſt ſome- 
times oblige our Friends; I unt with him, and in re- 
turn he conſents to think with me. 

Tur v laugh'd heartily at this Anſwer ; and the Con- 
formity that there was between the tiumours of Ca- 
enil/a and Florinda, and Acantes and [phis, occaſion'd 
a good deal of ſprightly Wit on all Sides. I believe, 
faid Florinda, that Acantes would not be ſo complai- 
ſant to his Friend; he'd ſcarce miſs a Party at Hunting 
to oblige his, Upon my Word, anſwer'd Acantes, 
with a very pleaſant Eagerneſs, 'tis well the Perſon 
that accuſes me of ſo much Ingratitude 1s beautiful as 
you are, or I ſhould very much reſent it. What! does 
ſaying a Man is a very great Hunter, imply he is full 
of Defefs !—Becauſe 1 love that Sport, am I inca- 
pable of loving my Friends ?—lI have heard, reply'd 
Florinda, that a Man entirely given to Hunting can 
love nothing elſe ; he is always ready to quit his dear- 
eſt Friends, and the moſt agreeable Companies, to 
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hunt a Stag, or chaſe a Hare. When he is in the Heat 


of his Sport he can think of nothing elſe. — At his 
Return, fatigued and wearied, he juſt gives himſelf time 
to gratify his Thirſt and Hunger, then in the Arms of 
Sleep takes that Repoſe he ſo much wants.—The next 
Day reſuming the ſame Amuſement, 'tis abſolutely im- 

oſſihle to have any Society with him, tho' he were the 
moſt amiable Man in the World : How can ſuch a 
Man be depended on, who ſeems to forget Mankind for 
Brutes, and being always with them, oft contracts their 
Habits of Fierceneſs and Inconſtancy ? Upon my word, 
Madam, ſaid Acantes, you have drawn a fine Picture of 
a Hunter; if he has a mind to be univerſally diſeſteem- 
ed, 'tis but obliging the World to liften to you ; but 
what gives me the greateſt Concern 1s, that you ſpeak 
with ſo much Wit and Grace, that you muſt infallibly 
be believ'd ; therefore I will not aim at anſwering you 
with Reaſons, but with Demonſtration : I will, in Re- 


,venge, become furiouſly in Love with you, follow you 


every where, adore you, and ſacrifice my moſt precious 
Time to yon, and yet ſtill continue a Sportſman ; I will 
go out and hunt, and at my Return lay at your Feet the 
Animals I have ſubdued in the Woods; I'll only think 
of you, and the Pleaſure of ſeeing you ſhall make me 
haiten home: And I will ſo well convince you that a 
Hunter can love with Ardour, that, perhaps, in your 
urn, you will delight in Hunting too. The Diſpute 
was ſo diverting, that they were unwilling to interrupt 
it; but Orophancs finding that Florinda was at a Lois 
how to anſwer the Gallantry of Acantes, endeavour'd 
to draw Camilla into the fame Nonplus. Twould 
be pleaſant, ſaid he, if Acantes ſhould perſuade Flo- 
rinda to love Hunting, and Ibis learn Camilla to 
be Thoughtful. Don't bring me into the Ditpute, 
ſaid ſhe, leave every body's Temper to themſelves ; III 
learn nothing that can interrupt my Gaiety, and all 
the Solidity of his Mind ſhall not give a Check to 
the Vivacity of mine. As Heaven, anſwer'd [phis, has 
not end w'd any one Perſon with all the different Ac- 
compliſhments; fince Camilla has not Gravity enough, 
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nor T Gaiety, in ſome ſort to improve Nature's Handy- 
work ; let us endeavour to unite our Minds and Hearts, 
that out of us two we may make one perfect one. The 
Propoſal is very pretty, ſaid Urania, and tho' extreme- 
ly gallant, not at all contraditory to the Philoſophy 
that /ph:is profeſſes. Thy it may not diſturb his Phi- 
lolophy, it may my Repoſe, reply'd Camilla ſmiling, 
therefore I will not come into it. Uranza, ſeeing it was 
near Supper-time, invited the two Friends to ſt2y, 
knowing that their Seat was near enough to go home 
at Night: They embrac'd her Offer with Pleaſure; 


and this agreable Society having walk'd a little lon- 


er enter'd the Houſe, and plac'd themſelves at Ta- 

le. Acantes ſaid a thouſand bright Things to Florix- 
da, who anſwer'd him with a Mildneſs, mix'd with a 
Vivacity, which very much diverted. As Iphis had a 
fine Voice, they begg'd him to ſling .; he did not give 
them the Trouble to preſs him much, and finding it 
would be ſoon time to take leave, ſung the following 
Words, addreſſing himſelf to Camilla : 


Lowe has for me no Charms, 
Since from Iris I muſt part; 

Fate tears me from your Arms, 
Yet in Chains you hold my Heart : 

O let that go, or keep me here, 
As you and Heaven decide; 

The Gods will oaun "tis too ſevere, 


Me from myſelf thus to divide. 


IPHIS receiv'd a thouſand Applauſes for the Sweet- 
neſs of his Voice, and the Words, which were his own. 
Laſſure you, ſaid Camilla, that I would be glad to af 
ford him ſome of my Mirth, but not deprive him of 
Thinking, ſince it is to that Quality we owe the Beau- 


ty of theſe Lines. I amperſuaded, ſaid Florinda, that 


they can never be wanting, where you are the Object. 
The Repaſt over, bis and Acantes, after embracing 
Thelamont and Orophanes, and ſaluting the Ladies, took 
Horſe, and with Kegret quitted this amiable Aſſembly. 

Vor. I. (3 The 


146 
The Moment of their Departure being that in which 


Urania was accuſtom'd to retire, ſhe led Camilla and 
Florinda to their Apartment; and Thelamont and Oro- 


| | | — — * . * 
FF $hones, having waited on her and Felicia to theirs, 
11 they all endeavour'd to take that Repoſe which uſually 
: 1 attends on the Shades of Night. 
„ 

F 
We 
4 


THE 


E 


1 143 } 


of EAN GENT 


, 
6 Wall ©) 4 
Rd bh 11 = 18, X =) 
S 


SZ 
14 
7 

c 


ENT 
©O&Y 7% 
N 
NA 


& 


RM 
* — 7% 
= 42 Q- 


$29 CN S29 


I 


= 4 ö 
* 2 — 


* 


THE 


FOURTH DAT 


R A NI 4 was no ſooner awake, than the 
Meſſenger ſhe had ſent to Geront, re- 
turn'd with a Letter, in which ſhe found 


GERONT fo URANIA. 


1 Hatever is the Motive that has faucur d me with 
Some Marks of your Remembrance, I cannot heip 

being ſenſible of them, tho" I am very well afſur'd mv 
reſence is not agreeable to you : I ſhould have given my- 
jelf the Satisfaction of waiting on you, had I not been 
prevented by the Hurry of Buſineſs, occaſioned by a con- 
iderable Lawſuit, which a near Relation of | helamont 
bas commenc'd againſt ne. His Praccedings are /6 
vigorous, that I am in Danger of lo/ing no | fs than my 
whole Eſtate ;  avould come to an Accommoda- 
tion, but he avill hearken to no Terms; ſo that in a 


8 Very 
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very little Time you will be entirely ſatisfy'd, fince my 
Ruin avill inevitably take from me the Power of perſe- 
cuting you with a Paſſion, which you never approv'd of 
from the 


Unfortunate 


GERONT, 


Tuis Letter occahoned Reflexions in Urania, which 
took her up ſome Hours; but at length aſſuming a Re- 
ſolution worthy of herſelf, ſhe ſent to deſire The/amont 
to come to her in her own Apartment. He was no 
{ooner enter'd, than he took notice there appear'd an 
uncommon Concern in her Countenance, and eagerly 
aſk'd, What was the Cauſe ? Uranza, whoſe Mind was 
{till taken up with the Diſcourſe ſhe had to make to 
him, anſwer' d no otherwiſe than by preſenting to him 
the Letter ſhe had juſt receiv'd from Geront. He read 
it attentively ; and eaſily gueſſing, by the Knowledge 
of Urania's Generoſity, the Cauſe of her Chagrin, and 
{ſenſible ſhe was not ignorant how much it was in his 
Power to be ſerviceable to this unfortunate Gentleman, 
Is it poſſible, Madam, ſaid he, that knowing the Au- 
thority you have over me, you ſhould be embaraſs'd 
to declare your Sentiments ? I read in your 
yes, that yon demand a fignal Proof of my Love; 
I am ready te ſacrifice my Life for you: Can you 
queſtion my being ſo, to obey any Commands you can 
lay upon me ? I expected no leſs from your Ge- 
neroſity, ſaid ſhe, and I have prais'd a thouſand times 
that happy Sympathy which makes us always think 
and act in the ſame Manner. Then explaining her- 
ſelf more clearly, ſhe begg'd him to uſe his Intereſt to 
{ſerve Geront in this Affair, and to endeavour to bring 
his Kinſman, over whom ſhe knew he had an Influence, 
to Terms of Accommodation. Lay aſide, added ſhe, 
the Intereſt of your Heart, and conſult nothing but the 
Nobleneſs and Humanity of your Soul; and by this 
Effort, force G:ront to acknowledge, that nobody but 

| | Thelamont 


ED ER - 

Thelamont can "deſerve Urania. Such engaging Per- 
fuaſions had the Effect they merited ; the enamour d 
Thelamont promis'd to a& with Vigour, and that if 
Geront ſhould fail of confeſſing, as he ought, the Fa- 
vour, yet by doing it he ſhould think himſelf bleſs'd in 
convincing her of the Diſintereſtedneſs and Purity of his 
Affection. They then agreed that he ſhould depart 
immediately about it ; and whatever Grief it was to 
deprive themſelves of the Fleaſure of being together, 
the Greatneſs of their Souls permitted them not, on 
this Occaſion, to expreſs any Regret. 

Tre Family was ſoon appriz'd that Thelamont was 
about to depart; and Camilla and Florinda haſtened, 
with Orcphanes, to Urania's Chamber, to learn the 
Occaſion of it. Felicia, who had a mind to teaze Oro- 
Phanes, told them, that Urania found the Gentlemen 
prolong'd their Viſit to a greater Space of Time than 
ſhe defir'd, and had therefore defir'd them to withdraw | 
for a little while. How! reply'd Orophanes, is not 
Urania ſatisfy'd with baniſhing my Friend, but muſt I 
be ſent away too? Upon my word I ſha!) not ſhew 
that implicit Obedience as The/amort does; I ſhall not 
leave this Place willingly. Camilia and Florinda, Who 
lov'd Urania tenderly, ſhew'd ſo much Uneaſineſs at 
this ſudden Change, which, they imagin'd, had pro- 
eeeded from ſome Miſunderſtanding between the Lo- 
vers, that ſhe was obliged to acquaint them with the 
Truth, | 

Wulrr ſhe was doing this, Felicia took Orophanes 
aſide, and begg'd him to accompany Thelamont. Charm- 
ing Felicia, ſaid he, I can be of no Service to him in 
this Affair he is undertaking, and my Preſence is ex- 
tremely ſo to that which is of the utmoſt Moment to 
myſelf. But, reply'd ſhe, I am ſerious in what I now 
fay to you, I cannot ſuffer you to continue here with- 
out Thelamont ; you are not ſo indifferent to me, but 
that my Fame is frighted at it. This Acknowledg- 
ment, reſum'd he, 1s too favourable not to ſoften the 
Rigour of your Command.—T'll obey you, ſince you'll 
have it ſo —but, lovely Felicia, added he with. a 
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Spb, I can't tell-how the Preſence or Abſence of The- 
/{+nort can be of any Conſequence to your Fame, ſince 
here ſtill remain Witneſſes enough of your Prudence, 
and my. Reſpect, to preſerve it from any Suſpicion. 
No matter, anſwer d Felicia, Urania and Thelamont 
behave themſelves with ſo much Wiſdom and Virtue, 
that by them I am reſolv'd to direct my Actions. 
Tho' none of us but know they love each other ten- 
derly, yet both preſerve that Decorum and Reſerve, 
that we admire their Pation, without being able : 
blame it —Let us then imitate them, Oroptarer, and 
by cur Conduct render ourſelves worthy the Eſteem of 
two ſuch extraordinary Friends. Felicia {poke this in 
ſo abſolute a Manner, that Oropbanes durſt offer no 
more in Oppoſition ; ſo joining with the reſt of the 
Company, he ſaid he would accompany Thelamont, 
and not return till he did. But, ſaid Camilla, what will 
then become of the Adventures of Saladin, which you 
promis'd to tell us ? for I am not at all inclinable to 
excuſe you from keeping your Word. I can eaſily ac- 
quit myſelf of that, anſwer'd he, pulling out a Paper, 
and pieſenting to Felicia; J had writ them, that [I 
might the more correctly inform you of them; but 
fince I am depriv'd of ſo great a Pleaſure, this Lady 
will oblige you with reading them. 

By this time every thing being ready for the two 
Friends Departure, they took their Leave of the 
Charmers they left behind 'em, with Looks which ſuf- 
ficiently denoted the Pleaſure they enjoy'd in their 
Company.—The Ladies expreſs'd a Concern not much 
inferior ; but having agreed to meet again at Beli/a's, 
they ſeparated, with the flattering Hopes of ſeeing 
each other ſoon again. Their Departure occaſion'd a 
Melancholy in the Hearts of Urania and Felicia, which 
ſoon communicated itſelf to Camilla and Florinda; 
and there was ſuch a Silence, as might have been taken 
for Grief : But Urania recollecting herſelf, and with 
an amiable Smile looking on her three Friends, I ſee, 
{aid ſhe, the Thoughtfulneſs I have been in for a Mo- 
ment has already been inſectious; your Eriendſnip for 

me 


8 7 * 


Proe. 


* 
* 
1 
* 3 8. 1 
1 * 
L 
d. _ ? 
* > 
* 
4 . * i 
8 
- $A 4 
3 
* 
4 l 
\ l 
44 
4 
* % 
* 
"a 


5 t 4:7 : 11535 


— 


$i 
«++ 


Nl 


i 
jj 


: 


. 
| 
| I 
I; 
lil 
| 


— 


— —— 


me 


"01 


1006-4444 WT x 7 © . OY 
\ (84.77 1 ee 
4 C3454 1 * * 
| 14 # 13444 £ 5 
7 2 187 « . 7 — —1 
7 . , 11 


$7982 a* 


3 


2 its: 


15. 


its 


* = 3 
27788 
5 


[ r5r ] 


me has made you conform to my Humour ;—but I 
beg you to excuſe me, you know the Reaſon, and may 
the better pardon it. I aſſure you, ſaid Florinda, we 
do not at all blame you—we always find a Pleaſure in 
following the Motions of your Heart, fince in what 
Situation ſoever it be, it has always a thouſand Charms. 
Urania thank'd her for ſo kindly excuſing what ſhe 
could look on no otherwiſe than as a Weakneſs : But, 
I believe, added ſhe, till Dinner-time we may divert 
ourſelves in hearing the Story of Saladin, if Felicia 
will give us the Pleaſure of reading it tous. I am 
ready, continu'd ſhe, on condition that, to prevent our 
being interrupted, we retire into the Wood. Her 
Friends approv'd of her Propoſal, and being got thi- 
ther, and all ſeated in the pleaſanteſt Part of it, Felicia 
took out the Paper which Orophanes had left with her, 
and in the moſt graceful Manner read theſe Words; 


The Adventures of SALAaDIN, Sultan of 
Egypt. 


I Don'rT undertake to tell you the Life of Saladin; 
you know by the Hiſtory which Florinda has re- 
lated to you, that he is deſcended from a French Prin- 
ceſs. It ſeem'd as if Nature, notwithſtanding the Su- 
perſtitions of his Religion, which he imbibed with his 
Milk, had endow'd. him with all the Virtues requiſite 
to make him worthy of his illuſtrious Birth; he was 
generous, magnificent, affable, friendly, a Lover of 
Virtue and great Actions, and more capable of per- 
forming 'em than a great many of thoſe he endeavour'd 
to imitate : He was a good Soldier, great Captain, as. 
able in Peace as in War, and a moſt rehn'd Politician, 
This is a ſmall Sketch of the Character of that Saladin, 
of whoſe Life I ſhall give you but one Incident, as a: 
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foffigient Teſtimony of the Greatneſs of his Soul and 
Generoſity. 

E had concluded a Truce with the Chriſtians, and 
was willing to make uſe of it, by travelling incognito 
through Europe; and, in Perſon, to ſee and know the 
Strength of the Chriſtian Princes in league againſt him, 
the Dangers of ſuch an Enterprize could not deter him 
from endeavouring to make himſelf Matter of the Ad- 
vantages of it. Heembark'd inthe Habit of an Armenian 
Merchant, attended by hitecn of the principal Lords of 
his Court, all diſguis'd in the fame Manner, and provided 
with a great Number of Diamonds, which they expos'd 
to Sale, the better to appear for what they ſeem'd. 
They firſt landed at Venice, and from thence paſſing to 
Bolonia thro' a Wood, at the Cloſe of the Evening they 
met with the Count of P-ntiwolis returning from Hunt. 
ing. This Lord ſeeing Strangers, without a Guide, ready 
to ſtrike into the thickeft Part of a Foreſt where Thieves 
every Dav attack'd and murder'd Paſſeygers, accoſted 
em, made 'em ſenſble of the Danger they were in, and 
defir'd *em for that Night to accept of his Caſtle, and 
in the Morning he wouid cauſe 'em to be conducted to 
Holouia, und at the fame time made known to 'em his 
Name and Quality. Our pretended Armenians embrac'd 
his Invitations. After many reciprocal Civilities on the 
Way, the Count took notice that the reſt of the Arme- 
zians paid very great Reſpect to Saladin; and as his 
Perion hada certain Airof Grandeur and Majeſty, which 
Princes cannot hide, the Count conceiv'd a more than 
ordinary Regard for him, which increas'd in proportion 
as he convers'd with him; for Saladin and his Retinue 
talking very good 7ta/ian, he eaſily diſcover'd his good 
Senſe and Underſtanding. They ſoon arrived at the Ca- 
ſtle, where the Counteſs being appriz'd of her Husband's 
Intentions, received 'em with a particular Civility. 

AFTER Supper they were conducted to magnificent 
Apartments; but having an Inclination to find out who 
they were, from the firſt Moment believing they were of 
a Quality ſuperior to what they pretended, he invited 
em to hunt with him the next Morning —_— 
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aſſented to, he had ſtill the better Opportunity of diſco- 
vering the Merits of his illuſtrious Gueſts. From one 
Amuſement to another he diverted 'em for three Days, 
and was, in that Time, ſo charm'd with the Wit and 
graceful Behaviour of Saladin, that the Thoughts of be- 
ing ſeparated from him ſeem'd painful. The feign d A. 
menians took alſo a particular Friendſhip for him, and ex- 
preſs'd a great Tenderneſs for the young Marquis of 
Bentiwvolio, the Count and Counteſs's Son: But Sala- 
din, who had greater Views than Pleaſure in his Head, 
was reſolv'd to purſue his Journey; and not being wil- 
ling to depart without giving his noble Hoſts ſome Teſ- 
timonies of his Eſteem, he deſired the Count to permit 
him to make a Preſent to his Lady, of ſomething that 


might preſerve him a Place in her Remembrance. This 


noble - minded Gentleman was very unwilling to conſent, 
but being preſs' d, at laſt ſubmitted; and Saladin gave 
her a Diamond of ſo great a Value, that ſhe, who only 
expected a trifling Piece of Gallantry of noConſequence, 
retus'd it : But he aſſuring her, that he ſhould take her 
Denial as an Affront, and that what ſeem'd to her as a 
magnificent Preſent, was nothing in compariſon of what 
he would willingly have done in Return for their Civi- 
lities; and, in fine, inſiſted ſo handſomely on her taking 
it, that the Count was forc'd to make her accept it. 
She, on her Side, being willing to expreſs the Gratitude 
and Eſteem ſhe had for Gad, made him a Preſent ot 
a magnificent Veſt, cmbroider'd with Gold, and en- 
rich'd with Pearls, which ſhe herſelf had work'd, and 
deſign'd for the Count her Huſband. Saladin was 
charm'd with ic, and by his Manner of receiving it, 
plainly ſhew'd that the Friendſhip of the Giver was 
dearer to him than any thing. At length, part they 

muſt, tho' with an equal Reluctance on both Sides. 
THe1iR taking leave of each other was moving: 
Saladin departed with his Retinue, to which the Count 
added a Gentleman and a Guard, to conduct them to- 
Bolonia with Safety. The feign'd Merchants de- 
fir'd their Guide to ſhew em the beſt Inn in the Town; 
the Gentleman affur'd 'em that he would, and led em 
5 to 
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to a ſtately Palace, where they were regal'd with the 
utmoſt Magnificence.—Sa/adin, ſurpriz'd at this Ad- 
venture, aſk'd the Meaning of it, but could get nothing 
out of the Gentleman, till it was explain'd by the Ar- 
rival of the Count and Counteſs of Bentiwolio; who, 
willing to put him into a little pleaſing Aﬀtoniſhment, 
had cauſed him to be carried to their Palace; the Caſtle 
where before they had been entertain'd being only a 
retiring Place, which, at ſome Seaſons of the Year, 
they choſe to reſide in for the Benefit of the Air. 

SALADIN was extremely delighted with this Piece 
of Gallantry, and expreſs'd his Gratitude by a thouſand 
Acknowledgments. Ihe Count ſhew'd him all the Beau- 
ties of that great and opulent City. There happen'd 
to. be a Tournament, in which Saladin, and the Lords 
of his Court, appear'd with ſo much Magnificence and 
Addreſs, that they carried the greateſt Honour of it; and 
nobcdy queſtion'd, but that theſe illuſtrious Strangers 
ere much above the Rank they would have paſs'd for. 

AFFER he had ſtaid eight Days in Polonia, he ſet for- 
ward on his Journey, vowing an eternal Friendſhip for 
the Count and Counteſs ; who, on their Side, were ſen- 
fibly touch'd at tie S22aration. And the more ſo, be- 
cauſe they could not by all their Induſtry diicover who 
he was, and had little Hope of ever ſeeing him again. 

SLAM repair'd to Rome, and from thence, thro' 
the Courts of all the Chriſian Princes, making him- 
ſelf a Judge of what Ke might expect from ſuch power- 
tu. Enemies; this done, he return'd to his own Domi— 
nions, to prepare for War, where, with Firmneſs, he 
e-1 ected the Chriffizn Army, which met with the un- 
f:rtunate Succeſs that Hiſtory informs us of; our Forces 
being defeated and deftroyed by that powerful and in- 
trepid Foe. The Count of Bentivelio, who was one of 
thoſe who had taken up the Croſs, was made Priſoner, 
and on dividing the Slaves, he fell into the Hands of a 
Grandee of Saladin's Court; where, having conceal'd 
his Name and Quality, he was employ'd about the mean- 
eit Offices. As Hunting was the Count's favourite Diver- 
non, he took notice that his Maſter, who was alſoex- 
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tremely fond of it, had great Numbers of fine Dogs; but 
not being broke as our European Packs, they loſt a great 
deal of their Merit. He undertook, without men- 
tioning it to any body, to break ſix of them; and ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that his Maſter, to whom he preſented 
them, was charm'd with the Change he found in them: 
—— The Count told him, that if he would give him his 
Liberty, he would engage to make all his Hounds as 
much under Command as theſe fix. 'The Saracen Lord 
promis'd he would, and ſet him to Work; the Countby 
this Means leſſened the Severity of his Captivity, this 
Buſineſs appearing to him more nob'e than what he had 
formerly been employ'd in.— He acquitted himſelf in 
a very little Time of his Promiſe, having broke the: 
whole beautiful Pack. The Saracen was ſo well pleas'd, 
that he gave him great Rewards, but aſſur'd him 'twas 
not in his Power to reſtore him to his Liberty. *I3 
eaſy to believe this News was a prodigious Shock to 
the Hopes that he had been flatter'd with, and that he 
ſtood in need of all his Reaſon and Philoſophy, to en- 
able him to ſubmit to his Deſtiny ; but there is nothing 
ſo much entitles one to the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, as pa- 
tient ſuffering what the divine Decree is pleas'd to in- 
flict: Such a Verſorrarely, ifever, is diſappointed in his 
Hope of Redreſs. The Count reap'd the Benefit of his 
Reſignation, and all the Afflictions he at preſent labour d 
under, ſerv d but to endear approaching Happinels. 

S AL AD TIN hav ng heard great Talk of his Mini- 
ſter's fine Pack of Hounds, and under what a prodigious 
Diſcipline they were, order'd h m to bring his Huutieg- 
Equipage, that he might partake the Diverſion with 
him : The Lord obey'd, and gave Orders to the Count 
that every thing might be ready. He had Reaſon to be 
ſatisfied, for the Dogs perform'd Wonders; and the S: 
tan being tranſported, would know by what Means he 
had render'd ſo numerous à Pack of Hounds fo obedi- 
ent. The Saracen Grandee oven'd to him, that he had a 
Chriſtian Slave, who, in hopes of his Liberty, had broke 
'em for him; and that the firit time he had hunted with 
'em, he had look'd on it as a Prodigy. Saladin begg d 
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the Slave of him, that he might do the ſame Serviee for 
lim, and commanded he ſhould be brought to him. He 
came ; but how great was his Aſtoniſhment, when, in 
the Perſon of the Slave, he found the Count of Benti- 
io! his Generoſity and Friendſhip made him ſee him 
in Fetters with the utmoit Concern. His firſt 
'Thouzht was to catch him in his Arms, but reflecting on 
the Conſequences of ſuch an Action, he reſtrain'd him- 
{elf, tho' not without Pain. The whole Court took no- 
tice that there was a vaſt Alteration in his Countenance, 
but none gueſs'd at the Meaning of it; Chance having 
order'd it ſo, that not one of the Lords, who attended 
him in his Travels, was preſent. Saladin aſk'd the 
Count in Talian, his Country, Quality, Age, and the 
Condition of his Fam ly, and his own Eſtate : He ſatis- 
ted him in every Particular, his Name and Quality 
excepted, The Sultan fmiled at his Anſv ers, and ther. 
Alk d him, if he would undertake to take care of his 

Pack of Hounds.—'! he Count trembled with Horror at 

ze Propoſal, foreſecing, t that when he ſhould be once 
the S. Eay's Slave, there cou'd be no further Hopes of 
r-gaming his Liberty, either by Ranſom or Exchange. 

Fele : "who hee -dfully obſerv'd his ev 'ery Motion, per- 
ey the Trouble he was in; and being willing to put 
an Erd to it, I promiſe you, ſaid De; it you ſucceed as 
well as you have done, I will give you your ure do 
and I iwear to it by M 55 ct. The Count re-aflur'd by 
eat Oath, which is ire ola 1 among the Saraceus, told 
te Suan he was read) wto obey him. 


SALAD, N erder'd hiln t. to be lodg'd in his own Pa- 
inc; but the Amaze men the Count was in, at ſeeing 
himicli e into a magnißcent partment, is NCT 
to be expreſs'd. He was ſo tar from being treated as a 
Slave, when he came there, that he fou id leveral at his 
Con mand, who attended © on bi im after the European 
Maurer. His Surprize was Hil increas'd, when going 
about to teachthe Dogs, he found he had only the T'rou- 
ble of diiciplining them, as be mi ight have done his own 
tor his Diverſi don tw enty Slaves being always ready 
iQ Wait on him, and o obey him. He Was eight Days. in 


this 
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this Situation, each of which was diſtinguiſh'd by ſome- 
Preſent from the Saltan. So many Favours, and as he 
thought unmerited, made him tremble, leſt they ſhould: 
be the Bribe to ſomething, the Performance of which. 
would have been worſe than Slavery. In the mean time, 
the eight Days being expir'd, Sa/adin gave the fifteen 
Lords who had travell'd with him Notice to attend him, 
and order'd the Count to appear before him. He was in- 
troduc'd into the Royal Cloſet, where he found theSz/- 
tan alone, who looking ſtedfaſtly on him, and perceiving. 
his Eyes were caſt down, as ruminating on the Sequel of 
this Adventure, Lift up your Eyes, ſaid he to him, and 
ſee if you do not remember the Face of the Sultan of 
Egypt ! Sir, reply'd the Count with more Aſſurance, you: 
have Features which are not unknown to me, and tho? 
there are but few Men of your auguſt Preſence, yet I 
have ſeen one who had the Honour to reſemble you; but 
whether it be an Effect of my Memory, or Imagination 
only, you ſee at your Feet a Chri/tian, a Slave perfectly 
ſenſible of your Goodneſs ; the Reaſonof it is unknown: 
to me, but my whole Ambition is to deſerve and ac- 
knowledge it. That you may eaſily do, reſumed the 
Sultan; but firſt, added he, do you not know this Piece 
of Work? ſhewing him the Veſt which he had receiv'd. 
from the Counteſs. The Count felt ſomething at his 
Heart at theſe Words, and the Sight of the Garment, 
which cannot be well accounted for : A Confuſton 
of Ideas ruſh'd at once upon him, and as he could not 
immediately diſtinguiſh which was real, or which illu- 
ve, ſo could he not aſſume Preſence enough of Mind to 
beg to be inform'd. Atlaſt, Alas! ſaid he, how can I 
but know ſo precious a Work! I own, Sir, that Veſt 
came from one who 1s united to me by Ties never to be 
diſſolved; it was deſign'd for me, but with my Conſent 
ſhe preſented it to an illuſtrious Stranger, for whom we 
both had a particular Eſteem. 

SAL ADIN, at this Declaration, could no longer con- 
tain himſelf, but ſnatching the Count into his Arms, 
It is I, my dear Count, cried he, it is I who am that 
Stranger——know your Friend in the Sultan of Beige 
- Wno 
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who has never met with ſo great an Affliction, as the 
being ignorant of your Slavery; you ſhovld never have 
undergone it, my Gratitude and Friendſhip ſhould have 
been the only Chains to have retain'd you. 
During this obliging Diſcourſe, the Count expreſſed 

his Joy by a thouſand Tranſports of Tenderneſs and 

Reſpet———this one Moment made him forget his 

Misfortunes, and he return'd the Su/tan's Careſſes as 

paſſionately as he beſtow'd them on him. After having 
allowed a ſufficient time to the teſtifying the mutual 
Friendſhip each had for. the other, Receive this Day, 
ſaid Saladin, the Reward of that Generoſity I found 
from you without knowing me, I reſtore you to your 
Liberty ; but I won't ſuffer you to leave. me till I have 
loaded you with Honours and Riches in the Preſence of 
my whole Court. Then having call'd in the Lords, 
who with Impatience expected the End of this Con- 

ference : Behold, ſaid he to them, the generous Count 

of Bentivolio, who entertain'd us at his Palaces ſo mag- 

nificently, ſhew, by your Friendſhip to him, they of 
Egypt are not leſs hoſpitable and grateful than thoſe of 

Bolonia. Theſe Words were attended by a general 

Acclamation, each ſtriving who ſhould embrace him 

firſt; never was there a greater or fincerer Joy. 

AFTER Saladin had publiſh'd to all his Court the 
Obligations he had to-the Count, he order'd him ſump- 
tuous Equipages, and a ſtately Palace, and treated him 
in the moſt ſplendid Manner. I know, ſaid the Su/tan to 
him one Day, the Love you bear your illuſtrious Coun- 
teſs, and your Tenderneſs for your amiable Son; but give 
three Months to my Friendſhip, that time expired, you 
ſhall depart, and I'll aſk for your Ranſom, added he, ſmil- 
ing, but one Favour, which will be eaſy for you to grant. 

TE Count's extreme Deſire to ſee his Family, would 
have made him glad. to have had it in his Power to 
have refuſed him ; but ſuch Marks of Friendſhip, from 
ſo great a Prince, would not ſuffer him to diſobey; and 
he yielded to his Entreaties. During this time, the Sal- 
tan order'd a Veſſel to be equipp'd, laden with immenſe 
Riches, and all Proviſtons neceſſary for rendring the 
Voyage 
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Voyage commodious. The Hour for parting being 
come, Saladin ſaid to the Count, all that Friendſhip 
could diftate to a generous Soul : Well, my dear Count, 
added he, do you think yourſelf capable of a great Proof 
of your Regard? I aſk it of you with all the Ardour that 
a true and perfect Friend can be ſenſible of; which is, 
that as ſoon as you have ſettled your Affairs in /taly, 
you will return, and bring me too the Counteſs, and 
your Son, that I may ſhew them, as well as you, ſome 
Marks cf my Eſteem : This is your Ranſom, dear Ben- 
tivolio, do not refuſe it to a Prince who loves you above 
all Mankind. The Count was charm'd with this new 
Piece of Generoſity, and gave him his Honour to do 
what he deſired of him; then Saladin told him, there 
was a Veſſel ready, that. there were ſome Preſents for 
the Counteſs and her Son ;- the reſt, added he, 1s for 
yourſelf——you may fail 'To-morrow, and may your 
Return be as expeditious as I wiſh it. 

Tu Count thus parted, and having a fair Wind, 
was ſoon at his defired Port But it 1s Fancy only, 
which muſt make known the Joy with which the Coun- 
teſs welcam'd. her long-abſent Lord: The firſt tumul- 
tuous Tranſports of their Meeting over, he inform'd 
her of his Adventure, and the Promiſe he had made 
Saladin; which ſhe no ſooner heard, than ſhe was im- 
patient he ſhould make it good, that ſhe might thank 
that Prince for all his Favours, and in particular for 
reſtoring to her what was ſo dear, that Life without 
him ſeem'd only a lingering Death. 9 

Tnkix Affairs being adjuſted, they embark'd with 
young Bentivolio, and arriv'd at the Sultan's: Court, 
who receiv'd them with an inexpreſſible Joy. 
He entertain'd the Counteſs in as elegant a Manner as 
he would have. done the greateſt Empreſs, only with 
more Tenderneſs; and the young Marquis received a 
thouſand Marks of his Kindneſs. He made ſome mo- 
deſt Efforts to engage the Count and his Family to ſtay 
with him, and change their Religion, promiſing him 
the greateſt Places in his. Kingdom ; but he made this 
Demand only as a Friend who wiſh'd it ſo, without 
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any Terms that might make the other ſuſpe& there was 
Danger in refuſing; which obliged the Count to anſwer 
with the ſame Confidence. He thank'd him for his Of- 
fers, which he' told him he knew were deſign'd only for 
his Advantage; and having let him ſee the Impoſſibility 
of what he deſired, the Sultan preſs'd him no farther, 
and only employ'd himſelf in taking care to load him 
and his Family with rich Preſents. He detain'd 'em as 
long as he could poſſibly; but having at length given 
'em Leave to return to /taly, they came home with 
; ſuch exceſhve Riches, that they have ſince made their 
' Deſcendants Sovereigns of Bolonia. 


T as8vURE you, ſaid Camilla, when ſhe ſaw Felicia 
had done reading, that I am very ſorry Saladin is not 
now living; I ſhould flatter myſelf that ſo great a Man 
might ſhake off his Superſtitions, I ſhould have no 
Hopes, replied F/orinda, that the Difference of Times 
could effect what Love could not; for I have read, that 
a great and beautiful Queen of our Religion held in 
Chains the Heart of that Szltan, and that he lov'd her 
without ceaſing to follow the Law of Mahomet., How- 
ever that be, ſaid Urania, Orophanes has perfectly 
well acquitted himſelf of his Promiſe. 

Tux Hour for Dinner being come, they got up; and 
tho' the Repaſt was not attended with the uſual Gaiety, 
it wanted not Delicacy. When it was over, not being 

willing to ſwerve from their accuſtomed Diverſions, 
they went into. the Library; the Humour they were in 
made them prefer Reading to Converſing; each having 
pitch'd on a Book, there was for ſome time a profound 
Silence: But Camilla, who look'd on Melancholy as a 
Monſter, endeavouring to drive away thoſe Symptoms 
of it, which ſhe began to feel in her Mind; Come, ſaid 
ſhe, throwing her Book down on the Table, let us put a 
Stop to our ſerious Amuſements; I am ready to faint, I 
am dull, and do not know why. Speak, dear Urania, 
continued ſhe, running to her and embracing her, Read- 
ing makes me fall into moral Reflexions; and if you 
don't help me, I am undone, Urania could not — 
car 
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dear ſmiling at Camilla's Diſcourſe; and returning her 
Careſſes, laid ade her Book. Felicia and Florinda 
did the ſame, to pleaſe her: Since you are ſo com- 

laiſant, ſaid Camilla, I would be glad to convince you 
that the Diverſions of the Mind are not diſtaſteful to me, 
ſince I have with Pleaſure and Attention read a Paſſage 
in Philo the Few among his Embaſſies, which mates. 
me extrem.-ly condemn thoſe that cheriſh Adulation and 
Flattery : He mentions a Man, none of the wiſeſt, who 
ſaid; that ſince they who take care of the Flocks are 
not Brutes, as thoſe are, but of a more excellent Na- 
ture; of Conſequence they who command over Men, 
and are ſo ſtrictly obey'd by them, could not be only 
Men, but Gods. Is not this way of arguing, added Ca- 
»'i//la, a moſt inſolent Piece of Flattery ? How many 
Princes do we meet with in Hiſtory, adorn'd with great 
Virtues, but who were eclipſed by their Attantion to 
Flattery ; and may we not conclude, that to the Exceſs 
of this Flattery is owing the Apotheoſis of ſo many Pa- 
gan Princes! Your Reflexion, ſaid Lrania, is juſt, but 
Policy has ofcener had a Hand in theMethod among the 
Ancients of deifying their Sovereigns, than the Flattery 
you talk of. 'This fort of Adoration maintain'd the 
People withi the Bounds of their Duty, and render'd 
the Monarch formidable even after his Death. In this, 
ſaid Felicia, J admire the Sanctify and Force of our 
Religion; which not allowing of thoſe Apotheoſes, has. 
otherwiſe as well eſtabliſh'd the Authority of our Prin- 
ces, that they may much more eaſily abuſe it, if they 
pleaſe, than thoſe deified Kings or Emperors could. 
We have ſome, tho' but few, Examples of Princes, ſaid 
Florinda, that hated Flattery, and even ſome of the 
moſt vicious too in other things. 

TIBERIUS, the moſt cruel of all the Roman Em- 
perors, valued himſelf on being eloquent: The Senate, 
to pleaſe him adjudg'd him the Prize ; but that Prince, 
thinking the Flattery too groſs, refus'd it, and by ſo 
doing, acquir'd more Honour than the Senate offer d 
him, Alexander did much the ſame thing, added Ca- 
milla, for acertain Perſon having writ his Hiſtory — 
| I 
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with Actions that were incredible, and a continued 
Scene of Flattery, making V irtues of his greateſt Vices; 
and reading it to him as he paſs d the River 4raxis, 
that Prince threw the Book into the Water with the 
greateſt Indignation, and order'd the Author never 
more to appear before him. But Cleontes the Hiſto- 


_ Tian, having wrote the Life of the ſame Prince with 
exact Truth, he receiv'd it with Pleaſure, thank'd him, 


honour'd him with his Friendſhip, heaping Benefits on 
him, in return, he ſaid, for having deſcrib'd Alexan- 
der ſuch as he really was. If every body, ſaid Uraenia, 
would do themſelves the ſame Juſtice, they would ſoon 
arrive at Perfection, the Knowledge of ourſelves being 
the greateſt Proof of Wiſdom ; and this puts me in 
mind of one who deſerves to be chronicled among 
thoſe of the moſt famous Heroes. One of our Kings 
deſigning to Honour the Sieur de Couſſy with the Sword 
of Conſtable of France, he refuſed it; repreſenting to 
the King, that for a Dignity of ſuch vaſt Importance, 
it was not only requiſite to be a Man of Vigour, but 
that Vigilance ought to be added to his other Abilities, 
and that his great Age _— left him only his Zeal 
and Courage, he thought himſelf unworthy of it. The 
King, who knew him to be a faithful Subject, deſir'd 
him to name ſome one whom he thought more worthy 
of the Poſt. Coufſy, without heſitating, named his 
greateſt Enemy. The King, ſurprized to hear him 
recommend a Man with whom he knew he was at en- 
mity, told him, he thought he would have named one 
that was his Relation, and who I know, ſaid he, de- 
ſerves it. He does ſo, reply'd Couſſy, hut he's next to 
him I firſt meationed. The whole Court admired this 
Piece of Juſtice and Generoſity, and it afterwards occa- 
ſion'd the Reconciliation of theſe two illuſtrious Ene- 
mies. Hiſtory, in making the Elogium of this Here, 
places this Action of his above all his Exploits in War. 

As ſhe ended theſe Words, ſhe was told, a Gentle- 
man deſired to ſpeak with her from Celimen a, a. Lady 
of the ſame Village in which Urania's Houſe was; and 


when ſhe had order'd his Admittance, I come, 3 
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ſaid he, by Cel/imena's Command, to intreat, that you 
ard your Friends will honour her with your Company 
at a Country Feaſt that is to be To- night at her Houſe : 
] was to have aſk'd the ſame Favour of Thelamont and 
Orophanes, but I underſtand that they are gone. As 
Celimena was a Woman of Merit and Quality, Urania 
thank'd the Gentleman for the Trouble he had given 
himſelf, and deſired him to aſſure that Lady, that ſhe 
and her Company would immediately wait on her: If 
I had known, ſaid ſhe, that ſhe had been now in the 
Country, I ſhould have paid my Dewozrs to her before. 
The Gentleman told her ſhe had been come but two 
Days, and if ſhe had not been taken up about the Feaſt, 
{he now invited her to, ſhe would have been the firſt 
to have come and aſſured her of her Friendſhip. 

AFTER theſe Compliments on both ſides, he retir'd. 
I am charm'd, ſaid Urania, at this Opportunity of 
diverting Camilla; Chance, agreeable to my Deſires, 
will pais the Time in a more pleaſant Manner than 1 
could have hoped: I proteſt, reply'd ſhe, my Me- 
lancholy was diſſipated as ſoon as you had given me 
leave to ſpeak. I don't think, faid Florinda, that 
the Converſation we have had can be reckon'd __ 
the Number of thoſe that fatigue. —It is true, fai 
Felicia, we have ſaid good things enough to prove we 
know how to ſpend our Time. No matter, {aid Ura- 
nia, ſmiling, Variety is ſometimes pleaſant, 

AT theſe Words they all remov'd to their Toilets. 
— The Magnificence and Politeneſs of Dreſs, join'd to 
their natural Beauty, it might be ſaid, there never was 
a more pleaſing Sight than theſe four Ladies, who, 
taking Coach, repair'd to, the Caſtle ; where Celimena 
receiv'd them with a fincere Joy. 

TE y found there a great deal of Company, and a 
great Number of Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes ſcatter'd 
in the Gardens and Apartments ; that beautiful Place 
might, on that Day, have been compar'd to the Valley 
of Tempe, ſo famous for the Number of illuſtrious Per- 
ſons who retired thither to enjoy the Pleaſures of a ſoli- 
tary Life; the greateſt Part of the Perſons of Condi- 
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tion of that Company, having taken up the Scrip and 
Hook, to do Honour to this rural Feaſt. The No. 
velty of this amiable Spectacle, extremely delighted 
Urania and her Friends; in ſhort, it ſeem'd as if Wit 
and Simplicity join'd to make this Condition appear 
preferable to the moſt exalted Rank. This Reflexion 
was for ſome time the Subject of their Converſation); 
but Celimena, who had a particular Eſteem for Urarnia, 
being willing ſhe ſhould be inform'd of the Occaſion of 
this Feaſt, defir'd her to paſs from a ſtatelv Hall, in 
which they then were, to her Apartment. Camilla, 
Florinda, Felicia, and part of the other Ladies, follow'd 
them. I intend, faid Celimena, to ſhew you the Obects. 
of this Day's Diverſion— they deſerve your Attention; 
and by them you'll find, that there are ſtill Examples 
of Fidelity, tho' not common in this Age. As ſhe ended 
theſe Words they found themſelves in a magnificent 
Apartment, fill'd with Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes, 
whoſeem'd to be preparing to act ſome theatrical Piece. 
Among ſo many young Beauties that ſhone with Splen- 
dor in that Place, one only attracted Urania's Obſer- 
vation; ſhe could not look on her without Admiration, 
and having extremely praiſed her to Celimena; Ap- 


— Hortenſia, ſaid the Lady, come and ſalute that 


Jrania you have ſo much defired to know. At theſe 
Words the lovely Shepherdeſs advanced, and embracing 
Urania with a moſt becoming and graceful Eaſineſs, 
You'll be ſurpriz'd, Madam, ſaid ſhe, that ſuch a one 
as I am ſhould take this Liberty : But you ſee I am 
commanded to do fo, and have learn'd nothing better 
in a Country Life, than to be perfectly obedient. You 
are fo beautiful, anſwer'd Urania, returning her Ca- 
reſſes, and expreſs yourſelf with ſo truly noble an Air, 
that, whoever you are, I ſhall think myſelf happy in 
your Acquaintance. Then the reſt of the Ladies having 
ſaluted her, Urania ſaid to Celimena, that though that 
Shepherdeſs very much deſetv'd to be preferr'd to 
the reſt, yet ſhe ſuppoſed there was ſome other particular 
Reaſon for her being the principal Subject of the 
Feaſt. It is a very extraordinary Adventure, * 
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ſhe, and I could wiſh that Melintat, who is here, 

pointing to a Shepherd perfectly well made, would re- 

late it to you himſelf, The whole Company was 

charm'd with his good Mien, and the Addreſs with 

which he enter'd the Room; and agreed that Hortenſia 

and he ſeem'd a Couple ſuited as it were by Heaven 

for each other: Neither has any thing been able to 
ſeparate them, ſaid Celimena; but you ſhall have the 

Satisfaction of hearing their Story. —Melintas anſwer'd 

the Praiſes that were given him with ſo much Wit and 

Politeneſs, that the Surprize Urania had before been 

in was very much heightened, and ſhe could not com- 

prehend how two Parties, who were preſented to her 

only as Shepherds, ſhould have an Air and Manner of 
Behaviour, rare even to be found in Courts ; but think- 

ing there was ſome Myſtery in it, the Eſteem ſhe had 
conceiv'd for em, as well as Curioſity, made her, in 
very obliging Terms, preſs Me/intas to ſatisfy her. 
The Company being ſeated, he began thus, by Celi- 
mena's Order, addreſſing himſelf to Urania. 
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The Hiſtory of MEL INTAS and 
Ho RTENSIA. 


OU will be ſurpriz'd, Madam, that plain Shep- 
herds ſhould have any thing in their Lives which 
merit your Attention, and to hear me relate ſerious Ad- 
ventures in a Language, the Simplicity of which can 
have but few Graces for you ; but I hope you will ex- 
cuſe my Faults, on the Account of my Obedience. 
Amonc the many Shepherds in this Country, my 
Father has been always look'd upon as the richeſt ; he 
is call'd Ergaſtus, and if the Innocence of the Woods 
would allow me to be vain enough to go back ts the 
Source of my Family, I ſhould, among the Number of 
my Relations, find Names conſiderable enough to ſatisfy 
thoſe who reſpect Birth more than Virtue ; but having 
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inherited none of their Fortune, I ſhall only give my- 
ſelf for what I am. Ergaſius never had any other 
Child than myſelf; I was two Years old (for it is now 


twenty Years ago) when a neighbouring Shepherd, a 


Friend of my Father's, ſaw arrive at his Houſe a mag- 
mficent Equipage and Chariot, in which was a Man, 
who, by his Air and Dreſs, ſeem'd to be of a diſtin- 

uiſh'd Rank. Palemon, for that was the Shepherd's 

ame, aſk d him, with great Reſpect, what had brought 
him thither. The Unknown took him aſide, and told 
him, that knowing he was poor, but honeſt, he had 
made choice of him to repoſe a Truſt in, that ſhould 
make his Fortune ; then having cauſed one of his At- 
tendants to approach, who held in his Arms an Infant 
not three Months old—This is the Charge, continued 
he, for which J confide in your Fidelity to educate 
with Care, either as your own, or a Relation of yours. 
— You ſhall call her Hortenſia, —here is wherewith to 
defray the Expence you ſhall be at: (With theſe Words 
he gave him a large Purſe of Gold, and a Caſket of 
Jewels.) If your Money fails, ſaid he, before you ſee me, 
have recourſe to theſe: But I will ſoon be with you 
again, and ſhall continue frequently to viſit you, and 
when I take her from you, will reward you amply ; all 
I defire is, that you will conceal by what means you 


came by her. Having ſaid this, without waiting for 


Palemon's Anſwer, he got into his Chariot, his People 
on Horſeback, and were immediately out of Sight. 
Txt amaz'd Shepherd, charg'd with the Child, a con- 
ſiderable Sum of Money, and the Means to raiſe much 
more, calls his Wife, and tells her his Adventure ; the 
dextrous Shepherdeſs preſently thought of a Method to 
conceal her, ſaying, ſhe ſhould paſs for her Niece, the 
Daughter of a Siſter of hers, who liv'd a great way off, 
and that the Wife of oneof their Herdſmen ſhould ſuckle 
her. All theſe Expedients found out, they lock'd up 
the Gold and Jewels, very much careſs'd the Infant, 
and gave her the intended Nurſe. ———Palemon and 


his Wife conceal'd her ſome ays, becauſe ſhe might 


not be thought to belong to the Equipage that had been 
{een 
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ſeen at their Houſe, telling thoſe who were curious 
enough to enquire, that they knew not the Lord; but 
that wanting ſome Refreſhment, Chance led him to 
their Houſe, which they had, as well as they-could, 
afforded him. At the End of eight Days Palemon gave 
out, that he expected next Day to receive a Daughter 
of his Wife's Siſter, that he had deſired to have the 
bringing up of ; the > re Day being come, he ſaid 
ſhe was arriv'd, and ſhew'd her to all the Shepherds. 
—— —- Nothing of Moment happened till ſhe was five 
Years old, I was then ſeven, and our Neighbourhood 
as well as Youth made us contract a Friendſhip. She 
was certainly the moſt beautiful Child that ever was ſeen, 
all the Shepherds admired her, Palemon and his Wife 
perfectly idoliz'd her, and I felt a Tenderneſs for her 
that far ſurpaſs'd my Age. In the mean time, no News 
coming from the Perſon who had left her, her ſuppos'd 
Uncle was too honeſt to miſapply what he had receiv'd 
with her, and reſolv'd to employ it in giving her an 
Education agreeable to what ſhe was; and tho” ſhe was 
brought up as a Shepherdeſs, he ſaid. his Fondneſs 
would not permit him to let her be ignorant of what 
Perſons of ſuperior Quality ought to 'know, —— She 
had Maſters to inſtruct her in Singing, Dancing, and 
playing on various Inſtruments. Such an Education 
beſtow'd on a Shepherdeſs, and by a Man who was 
known not to be very rich, gave my Father a jealouſy; 
he thought it would be .a Shame, if he, who was ſo 
much at Eaſe, and had no Child but me, ſhould bring 
me up as an ordinary Shepherd, when his Neighbour 
went even beyond his Abilities to accompliſh his Niece. 
—— Theſe Reflexions prevail'd on my Father to give 
me the ſame Improvements as a Man, as Hortenſia had 
as.a Woman; I learned to ride, fence, ſhoot the Bow, 
and had all neceſſary Inſtructions in my Exerciſes as 
well as Studies ſo I may ſay, I owe all that I 
am to my dear Hortenſia, ſince had it not been for 
her, Ergaſtus would never have brought me up with 
ſo much Care and Expence.— Thus employ'd, did 
we arrive at that Age, when the Mind begins to m_—_ 

itſelf, 
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itſelf, but ſtill keeps within the Bounds of Innocence, 
She cxcelling every body in Perſection, and I 
flatter'd with having ſome Advantage over the reſt of 
the Shepherds, — we were unwilling ever to part; and 
when we met, it was with a Joy which ſhew'd itſelf in 
all our Actions. My Father, who lov'd me, could ſee 
no Imperfection in Hortenſia, and obſerv'd with Plea- 
ſure my Attachment to her; but Palemon behav'd with 
more Reſerve, and as ſhe. grew more amiable, the leſs 
he ſuffer'd her to be ſeen. 

I REMEMBER this Management very much griev'd 
me, without knowing why was ſo; and being one Day 
at one of our Country Feaſts, where ſhe carried away 
the Prize in Dancing, as J had done at Shooting, having 
receiv'd our Garlands at the ſame time, we reciprocally 
plac'd them on each other's Head in Exchange. 'This 
Action occaſion'd an Acclamation of Joy through the 
whole Aſſembly, and they would have it, that we ſhould 


keep together all the reſt of Day; which gave me 


an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her, when no body elſe 
could hear what I ſaid. What is the Reaſon, beautiful 
Hortenſia, cried I, that I can ind no Charms in any 
body here but you? and that I think no body elſe wor- 
thy of the Garland I have juſt now given you? I don't 
know that, anſwer'd ſhe, but none of our Shepherds 
pleaſe me; and I thought, when I crown'a you, I did 
a Piece of Juſtice, I ſee very well, reſum'd I, the 
Occaſion of my paying you this Deference, none here 


is ſo lovely as yourſelf. If ſo, ſaid ſhe, then mine is 


alſo becauſe there is nothing amiable in any body here 
but yourſelf. | : 

Pax box me, Madam, that I relate ſuch trifling 
Converſations: but they are neceſſary to let you know 
Love took Poſſeſſion of our Hearts, even before our 
Minds were enlighten'd with Reaſon. From that Day, 
I let. no Opportunity ſlip of ſhewing Hortenfia how 
dear ſhe was to me; and tho' ſhe was extremely modeſt, 
ſhe return d my Cares with equal Tenderneſs. Our 
mutual Paſſion augmented to that Degree, that when 


ihe was arriv'd at the Age of fifteen, and J ſeventeen, 
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it was not longer poſſible for us to know that a moſt. 
violent Paſſion had poſleſs'd our Souls; we had ſo of- 


ten ſaid that we lov'd one another more than all the 


World beſide, and that Language was become ſo ne- 
cefiary to our Repoſe, that when Age informed me of 
the Reſpect I ow'd the Object of my Flame, and had 
tanght her the Reſervedneſs that became her Sex, we 
knew not how to ſubmit to thoſe rigorous Laws, but 
in Maturity repeated what we had ſaid when Children, 
and, tho' we acted with more Circumſpection, it was 
not with leſs Ardour. 

ERGASTUS finding himſelf rich enough to give 
me the Satisfaction of marrying Horten/ia, demanded 
her for me of Palemon. That Shepherd received his 
Propoſal with Reſpect, but ſaid, he could not diſpoſe of 
his Niece, becauſe his Wife was reſolv'd not to ſettle 
her in our Country. This Anſwer vex'd Ergaſtus to the 
Heart, and being piqued at Palemon, order'd me to 
think no more of Hortenſa. I thought I ſhould have 
died with Grief at this Command ; but my Father be- 
ing paſſionate and poſitive, I was forc'd to ſubmit, tho? 
in doing ſo I felt Pangs which a Perſon inſpir'd with a 
leſs violent Paſſion cannot gueſs at I contriv'd to 
intorm Hortenſia of our common Misfortune ; ſhe was 
equally ſenſible of it, and having vow'd eternal Love in 
ſpite of all the Obſtacles we might meet with, we en- 
deavour'd to comfort ourſelves by reciprocal Aſſurances 
of never marrying but with each other. The Cool- 
neſs that was between my Father and Pal. mon, not per- 
mitting us to ſee each other often, we appointed pri- 
vate Interviews in the moſt unfrequented Parts of our 
Hamlet, and we employ'd the Hours of Abſence in per- 
fecting thoſe things we were learning. The great De- 
ſire I had of becoming worthy of Hortenſia, made me 
advance with incredible Expedition ; and ſhe has had 
the Goodneſs to own, that the Ambition of growing 
more amiable in my Eyes, occaſioned her making the 
Application ſhe did in her Improvements. We liv'd 
hve Years in this Manner; ſhe the moſt beautiful Shep- 
herdeſs in the World, I the moſt faithful Shepherd.— 

Vor. I. | H Twas 
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"Twas thought, that as we had improv'd in Reaſon, 


we had chang'd our Opinions, and no longer thought of 
eachother: We ſtill conceal'd our innocent Intelligence, 


- till about eight Months ago my Father died, and left 


me the richeſt Shepherd in the Neighbourhood. His 
Death making me Maſter of myſelt, I publicly fought 
Hortenſia in Marriage; and Palemon finding that in 
twenty Years he had Heard nothing of the Perion who 
had plac'd her with him, and knowing her Affection 
for me, thought he could not diſpoſe of her better ; 

and ſince ſhe had been thus abandon'd, he might with- 
out Fear diſpoſe of her. About ſix Months ago, our 
Marriage was ſolemniz'd with all the Ceremonies that 
are neceſſary to make ſuch an Union indiſſoluble. 
I made Hortenſia Miſtreſs of my Fortune, as ſhe was 
betore of my Heart; our Happineſs was complete, and 
it had all the Appearance of continuing ſo, when about 
fifteen Lays ago, the ſame Lord that had entruſted Pa- 
lemon wich the Care of Horter/ia, came to his Houſe, 
Twenty Years Abſence did not hinder him from know- 
ing him, and he was ſeiz'd with an extreme Dread; My 
Lord, ſaid he, throwing himſelf at his Feet, your long 
Abſence made me look on H:rten/ia as a Bleſſing Hea- 
ven had beſtow'd on me; I have diſpos'd of her, ſhe is 
married, ſhe is rich and contented,can you make her more 
happy? The Man of Quality ſeem d ſurpriz'd at this 
News; but the Simplicity of the Shepherd, and his hum. 

ble Poſture, having touch'd him; 1 am ſorry, ſaid he, 
that you have pretended to diſpoſe of Hortenſia—'tis 
what you ought noc to have done till you had heard 
from me;—but perhaps I may remedy it, and Power be- 


ing on our Side, it may not be impoſſible to take Horten- 
fa out of the Arms of a Man, whom ſhe can no longer 


think deſerves her, when ſhe ſhall know who ſhe is. 
PALEMON taking Courage, told him of our Paſ— 

ſion, ſpoke advantageouſly of my Perſcn and Fortune, 

aflur'd him, he had inviolably obſerv'd Hortenſia's Se- 


cret, and concluded with owning, that he foreſaw there 


would be great Pifficulty in ſeparating us. The Lord 
prder'd him to fend for Hortenſia; (he went and ap. 
pear d 


wiha3- of - BE - 20 IE 


[171] 
pear'd to him as ſhe is, the moſt beautiful Perſon in the 
World. The Unknown told her, before Palemon, in what 
Manner ſhe had been plac'd in his Hands, and acquaint- 
ed her, that ſhe was of an illuſtrious Birth, that ſhe muſt 
renounce a Country Life to aſſume a more exalted Rank, 
and quit a Huſband who could not pretend to her; that 
he would find out a Method to diſſolve ſuch an ill- ſort- 
ed Match, and that the Intereſt of her Family, her Pa- 
rents not daring to own their Marriage till that Day, 
had not allow'd of her being inform'd of her Fate ſoon- 
er: After which he exaggerated to her the Advantages 
of a ſplendid Fortune, and an exalted Condition; b 
ing charm'd that the Education Pal/emor had given her, 
ſupported with the Graces of her Perſon, had render'd 
her ſo very worthy of the Fortune that waited for her. 
You may eaſily judge of Horten/ia's Surprize at being 
inform'd of ſo ſurprizing a thing: She receiv'd the 
Careſſes and Praiſes of that Lord with Reſpect; but 
immediately taking her Reſolution, I can't but be ſen- 
ſible, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, with a charming Graceful- 
neſs, of the Goodneſs you ſay you have ſh-wn me, and 
that which you now expreſs for me, and ſhall ever ac- 
knowledge it; but I moſt ingenuc ..ſly confeſs, that if, 
to enjoy the Advantages you promiſe me, I muſt be 
ſeparated from a Huſband ] paſſionately love, and who 
is a thouſand times dearer to me than Life, I renounce 
them with all my Heart, and prefer to the moſt exalted 
Rank the Title of Palemon's Niece ; ſince that gives me 
the Liberty of ſpending my Days with the only Man 
that pleaſes me. 

Tr1s Diſcourſe, ſpoke with an humble and modeſt 
Boldneſs, aſtoniſh'd the Lord as much as the News of 
her Marriage had done; he hoped, nevertheleſs, to 
ſucceed, by demonſtrating to her what ſhe would loſe 
by continuing as ſhe then was. He omitted nothing that 
might engage her to abandon me; but all the Promiſes 
he could make, had not the Power to ſtagger her Re- 
ſolution, This Reſiſtance making him apprehend more 
Danger than he had at firſt imagin'd, he order'd Pale- 
man's Wife to ſecure ä and bid that — 
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himfelf lead him to my Houſe. Palemon obey'd, and 
I was extremely aſtoniſh'd to ſee myſelf aſk'd for, by a 
Man entirely unknown to me: I thought he ſeem'd 
ſurpriz'd in accoſting me, but recovering himſelf, Me. 
tintas, ſaid he, knowing you to be a Man of Senſe, I 
make no doubt but you will, with Pleaſure, come into 
a Propoſal I have to make to you, and ſee into the ill 
Conſequence that will attend the Refuſal of it; and, as 
you would never have pretended to aſpire to a Woman 
of exalted Condition, you will with leſs Difficulty part 
with Hortenfia, who is not Palemon's Niece, but a Per- 
ſon of Diſtinction, and who conſequently can't remain 
yours, This Diſcourſe had ſo very much ſhock'd me, 
that Palemon, by his Order, told me the whole Adven- 
ture, and I heard it without ſpeaking a Syllable; at laſt, 
recovering myſelf, I am very much concern'd, Sir, 
ſaid I, at my having made Hortenſia deſcend from an 
exalted Rank to mine, but Love makes every one equal, 


and mine will not permit me to give up a Bleſſing in 


which tke Happineſs of my Days conſiſts; and what- 
ever Dangers may follow the Denial, I will ſooner part 
with my Life than Hortenſa. I pronounc'd theſe 
Words with a Reſclution that amaz'd him; but the 
Greatneſs of his Mind making him think it would be 
unjuſt to uſe Violence, he anſwer'd me with Mildneſs, 
J hat to atone for that Loſs, he would load me with 
Wealth, ard make me of a Fortune to beenvied. Could 
you make me a King, Sir, ſaid I, I would refuſe the 
Crown to poſſeſs Hortenſia. Greatneſs, Riches, Tor- 
ments, nor Leath itſelf, ſhall make me ever alter my 
Reſolution. 

As I ſpoke theſe Words, I ſaw Hortenſſa come in, 
follow'd by Palemon's Wife, and the moſt conſiderable 
among the Shepherds: My dear Hortenſia, ſaid J. 
taking her by the Hand, they want to part us, will you 
agree to it? and does Melintas the Shepherd appear lels 
amiable to you now, than when Love and Hymen made 
you prefer him to all Mankind? No, no, Melinta:, 
{aid ſhe, you are ſtill the ſame to me, I come to aſſure 
you of it; I have ſnatch'd myſelſout of Telana 
Cuſtody, 
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Cuſtody, ſaid ſhe, ſhewing Palemon's Wife, and have 
call'd theſe Shepherds to our Aſſiſtance; and I will firſt 
arm the whole Country, and ſuffer Death, before I'll 
be ſeparated from you. You ſee, Sir, ſaid I, a Coun- 
try Life does not corrupt generous Minds; Truth go- 
verns our Actions, let Juſtice dire& yours; ſhe is as much 
for Shepherds as other Men : Force ought not to over- 
come Right, neither can I think it poſſible for Men to 
ſever the Knot that Heaven has in a lawful Manner 
tied, | 
CouLD it be done, reply'd he, twould be a Cruelty 
to ſeparate two ſuch faithful Lovers; I no longer de- 
lire ſuch a Diſunion ; only come along with me to Ce- 
limena's, where you ſhall both ſtay, till I can prevail 
on Hartenſia's Parents to conſent to your Happinels ;, 
and I promiſe you, before all theſe Witneſles, to employ 
my utmolt Endeavours towards it, being thoroughly af- 
iected with the Sentiments I find in you both : Perſons 
of the greateſt Condition might glory in having the 
ſame. I no longer wonder that Palemon gave Hortcn- 
fra to Melintas, his Merit was ſufficient Recommenca- 
tion; ſince, tho' I've been brought up my whole Life. 
time at Court, I don't remember ever to have ſeen 
his Superior in good Mien, Senſe, and Greatnefs of 
Soul. Theſe Words, ſpoke with infinite Goodneſs, 


remov'd Horten/ia's and my Fears. I would have 


thrown myſelf at the Feet of our generous Protector, 
but he would not ſuffer it; and embracing us both. 
tenderly, made us get into his Coach, and order'd Pa- 
lemon and the other Shepherds to come to Celime- 
nas; Where we were receiv'd with ſo much Honour, 
that I cannot find Expreſſions ſtrong enough to ſhew my 
Gratitude, 

SHE was inform'd of our Adventure by the Gentle- 
man that brought us to her, and was ſo mov'd with: 
our Love and Conſtancy, that ſhe reſolv'd to join with 
him in preventing the Laws both of God and Man be- 
ing infring'd, by parting us. We ſtaid at her Houſe, 
waiting for her's, or the generous Nobleman's Return.. 
They b 
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oth ſet out at that Inſlant, and we were not long, 
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in Suſpence; for Cælimena return'd three Days ago with 
Letters from Horten/ia's Parents, in which they ſaid, 
That not being willing to oppoſe Heaven's Decrees, 
they conſented to our Marriage, and ratify'd it, on 
Condition we ſhould near them ſhare the Splendor of 
their Fortune; and, for their Glory, quit a Life, in 
effect, more quiet, but not ſo honourable as that which 
they would prepare for us. This News fill'd us with 
Joy, and the Fortune we had ſcorn'd when to be ſepa- 
rated for it, appeared to us with all 1:5 Charms the In- 
ſtant we were to enjoy it together. 'The Shepherds and 
the Shepherdeſſes of this Country, pleas'd at our Hap- 
pineſs, and knowing we were going to leave 'em, would 
give us a Mark of their Friendſhip, and celebrate the 
Victory our Conſtancy had gain'd, and have therefore 
begg'd Celimena's Permiſſion to give us a Feaſt at her 
Houſe, in return for our having eſteem d the Innocence 
of their Life enough to — 4 it to che Grandeur of 
a ſplendid Fortune: Tis upon that Account they are 
aſſembled: Moſt of Celimena's Friends, and the Per- 
ſons of the beſt Condition hereabouts, have given us 
the Honour of their Company, and dreſt themſelves 
like us, to make the Feaſt the more compleat. This, 
Madam, continued Melintas, is what I have been 
commanded to inform you of, and ſhall think myſelf 
happy, if my Narration has not tir'd you, and if 
Hortenſia and I may obtain a Place in your Eſteem. 

I assURE you, ſaid Urania, that your Story has 
very ſenſibly affected me, and you have ſhew'd ſo much 
Underftanding in your graceful Manner of telling it, 


that I ſhall think myſelf happy in being admitted into 


the Number of your Friends; and beg that you and 
FHortenſia will accept of my Houſe, whenever you have 
a mind, for a few Days, to taſte the Pleaſure of a Coun- 
try Life. PFortenſia and Melintas receiv'd Urania's 
Marks of Eſteem with great Tenderneſs, and the who'e 
Company gave them the Praiſes they deſerv'd. Celi- 
mena receiv'd Notice that every thing-was ready, and 
that they only waited for her, to begin ; upon which 
ſhe led Urania and the reſt of the Compapy to a ſtately 
Gallery, 
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Gallery, at the one End of which was ra's'd a Stage, 
on each Side were Benches riſing by degrees one above 
another, for the better Convenience of ſeeing. At the 
Front of the Stage there was a convenient Spaze rail'd 
in, where eaſy Chairs were placed for the moſt conſi- 
derable of the Company. Behind the Rails, which were 
breaſt-high, there wa left a large Space, which was 
fill'd with Spectators. The Place was illuminated with 
large Looking-glaſs Sconces fix'd round the Room, and 
in the Middle a vaſt Number of Cryſtal Branches load- 
ed with Wax Flambeaux. 

Tuk Aſſembly was numerous, and afforded a de- 
lightful Proſpe&, by the Mixture of Shepherds and 
Shepherdeſſes, of which it was compos'd. Hortenſia and 
Melintas were plac'd between Celimena and Urania, 
fronting the Middle of the Stage ; and every body be- 
ing plac'd according to their Rank, the Entertainment 
began with a beautiful rural Symphony finely perform'd, 
wich was follow'd by the nobleſt and tendereſt Scenes 
in Paſlor-Fido, repreſented with Succeſs by the Shep- 
herds and” Shepherdeſſes. When this Diverſion was 
over, it being Supper-time, the Company paſs'd into 
the Gardens, which were now become ten thouſand 
times more ſurpriſingly beautiful, by an infinite Num- 
ber of Lights with which the Trees were fill'd ; whoſe 
Blaze reflecting among the verdant Leaves, dazzled the 
raptur'd Gazer's Eye, with the charming Novelty of an 
artificial Day. The ſeather'd Choriſters of the Woods, 
again deceiv'd with this more than Zeuxean Art, wel- 
com'd the quick-return'd imaginary Morn, with the ſoft 
Warblings of their enchanting Notes. Every thing 
conſpir'd to heighten the agreeable Magnificence of Ce- 
limena's Gallantry. At the End of the principal Walk 
were pitch'd three large Pavilions, opening to as many 
different Viſta's. In the Middle-one was the Table de- 
ſign'd for Celimena's particular Friends, among whom 
were Hortenſia and Melintas; in the two others were 
the moſt conſiderable Shepherdeſſes and Shepherds of 
the Country; the reſt of the Gardens were f11'd with 
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Refreſhments for thoſe, whoſe Curiofity alone had 
brought 'em thither. The Repaſt was ſumptuous ; 
every Action and Word of Melintas or Hortenſia, be- 
ſpoke them worthy of the Regard was paid them. Af. 
ter Supper they return'd to the Gallery, where the Ball 
began. Here the Bride and Bridegroom again diſtin- 
guiſh'd themſelves by their Addreſs in Dancing; Love, 
and all the Graces ſhone in their every Step. The Ball 
having continued long enough to divert the Aſſembly, 
there was let off a Fire-work, the Beauty of which per- 
fectly correſponded with the reſt of the Feaſt, Whilſt 
this was doing, the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes in Ca- 
dence-paſs'd by Melintas and Hortenſia, ſaluting them, 
and wiſhing them eternal Happineſs. This little Cere. 
mony over, Celimena and all the Company led the Bride 
and Bridegroom to the Apartment that was deſign'd for 
them, leaving the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes to con— 
tinue the Ball. Horten/ia and Melintas having caus'd 
Pale mon and his Wife to follow them, preſented them 
with the Caſket of Jewels, which they had return'd to 
Horten/ia, and through their Hands diſtributed to the 
reſt of the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes Preſents conſi- 
derable enough to preſerve cheir Generoſity in their 
Memories for ſome time. 

THr1s gallant Feſtival having inſpir'd the whole Com- 
pany with Joy, they reſolv'd not to ſeparate till *ewas 
very late; they form'd therefore a ſort of Circle in Hor- 
tenſſa's Apartment, where the Converſation at firſt ran 
on the happy State they were going to quit, This 
Company was compos'd of a great many Perſons of Wit, 
one of whom, a Man of Quality, Friend and Relat on to 
Celimena, aſk'd Melintas, if in the new ſort of Life he 
was going to lead, he ſhould have no Inclination for War. 
If there were nothing requiſite but Courage, reply'd he, 
I might flatter myſelt with being able to — my King; 
but ſo many Accompliſhments are requiſite towards 
compleating a Soldier, that my little Experience makes 
me apprehend J ſhould not ſucceed according to my 
Wiſhes in that State, Tis true, ſaid Urania, in all 
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Conditions Experience is requir'd; it is not only neceſſary 
in War, but in leſs perilous Occaſions, It is not till after: 
a great many Years paſt in a Concourſe of different Af- 
fairs in many Places, and with different Perſons, and at 
Conjunctures quite oppoſite to each other, out of all: 


which we have with Prudence diſentangled ourſelves, 


that we can be properly {aid to have acquir'd Experi- 
ence: But as all this cannot happen, but in a very large 
Space of Time, I believe the Life of Man is too ſhort. 
to obtain it in Perfection. Study, ſaid Celimena, ſup- 
plies the Place of Experience, ſince that lays before us 
all the famous Actions of the paſt Ages. Doubtleſs, re- 
plied he that had ſpoke firſt, no Man ever made him- 


telf compleatly knowing by his own. proper Experience; 


and without the Aſſiſtance of the Precepts and Inſtruc- 


tions of others, he would go about what he undertakes. 


but in a blind Manner. This may eaſily be conceiv'd, 
by examining the Riſe and Progreſs of all Sciences. 
The firſt that laid the Foundation, and endeavour'd to» 
give us a Notion of their Ideas, may be ſaid only to, 
have ſketch'd them out, their Succeſſors have work'd: 
upon the ſame rough Draught, and by continual Im- 
provements, have at length form'd thoſe beautiful: 
Maxims, which at preſent are the greateſt Ornament of 


Mankind. Certainly, ſaid Felicia, the Learning we 
acquire by Books, is more univerſal and more certain, 


than when we go by Experience only. | 
Goop Hiſtorians relate to us what has paſt that 1s 
moſt remarkable, the Effects and Cauſes of them, and 


adorn their Writings with Concluſions and Judgments, 


the Conſequences of which are abſolutely uſeful through. 


the whole Courſe of a Man's Life. I am convinced of 


that, replied Me/intas, and that the Man who is guid- 
ed by his own Experience alone, will be obliged al- 
ways to have the Balance and Rule in his Hands to ex- 
mine the Reaſon neceſſary for a great Aﬀair, which 


will in its Circumſtances very much differ from what he 
has before ſo well weighed and meaſured ; wh ch will: 


make him be very often out in his Calculations, 
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The wiſeſt do not always diſtinguiſh juſtly, it is on 
theſe Occaſions humanWeakneſs moſt appears; for thoſe 
whoſe Experience is not grounded on Learning, judging 
by the Outſide of Things, without being able to pene- 
trate deeper, make falſe Steps by interpreting 'Things 
quite wrong; fo that I believe I may conclude, that no- 
body can be truly ſaid to have great Abilities without 
Learning, which is the only Compaſs we ought to ſteer 
by. I am charm'd with hearing Me/intas diſcourſe thus, 
ſaid the Gentleman who had begun the Converſation, for 
Art implies a long Experience, being indeed a Collection 
of tried Maxims: So the Art of reigning, and making 
War, is found in Writings where every thing is aver'd to 
us to be true; the moſt part of thoſe great Writers hav- 
ing been employed in what they relate to us, as Hero- 
dotus, Xenophon, Thucydides, Joſi phus, Julius Ceſar, 
and many cthers, No Science can be acquir'd but by 
Study; Hiſtory is call'd the true Guide, and critical 
Comment on great Affairs; human Experience is be- 
got by Memory, and Books are the Regiſters of the 
Times: In them we may ſee, that the Experience of 
Numbers are liable to Errors, much more a fingle Man's, 
How dangerous therefore muſt it be for a Man to ſtake 
his Fortune, Honour, and Lite, on his Notion, that the 
Counſel which has once ſucceeded, will always, let the 
Affairs be ever ſo different? What Occaſions Perfection 
ought to be look'd on as ont perfect: Experience is 
never ſo without Learning, but when with :t, then 
forms the great Man, and enables him to give Laws to 
Nations, as have done Solon, Lycurgus, Plato, Cha- 
rondas, and Pittacus. Lucullus beca:ne a great Gene- 
ral by reading. But, ſaid Flerinda, Time makes daily 
Alterations in our Cuſtoms, the Intereſts of Princes 
differ, War is waged in a different Manner than it uſed 

to be, Things are on another Footing, Circumſtances 
are Changed, and ſo vaſtly, that as it was impoſſible for 
Hiſtorians to foreſee it, ſo they could not leave any In- 
ſtruction about it. Ancient Authors are therefore be- 
come uſcleſs, we muſt apply ourſelves to modern Expe- 
riences. Give me leave, Madam, replied the — 
47 C 
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of Celimena, to ſay you are deceiv'd; the ſame Acei- 
dents that arriv'd heretofore, ſtill happen; they are of 
the ſame Nature, tho' under different Forms. It is 
our Underſtanding that muſt unravel them; in which 
Caſe, he that has Learning and Experience join'd toge- 
ther, has very much the Advantage. Reaſon never fails, 


ſhe always preſerves herſelf entire: Time has no Power 


over her, ſhe is Queen of Gods and Men. We know 
that Proſperity is always attended by Envy, that toa 
much Confidence is dangerous, that the Gloryof a Con- 
queror excites Jealouſy, that the Advice or Requeſt of 
him who may command abſolutely, is in effect a poſitive 
Order; that it is prejudicial to a State to diſturb its 
Neighbours, when it might remain in Peace; and an in- 
finite Number of ſuch general Rules, that have been al- 


ways certain and true, that are now, and ever will beſo. - 


ALL the Reaſons you alledge againſt Experience 
without Study, ſaid Camilla, ſmiling, very much pleaſe 
the amiable Hortenſia, in the Fear ſhe's in of Mel/intas's 
embracing the Profeſſion of War, if his Study was ſup- 
ported by Experience. She that would have arm'd the 
Country, ſaid Ce/imena, to preſerve her Huſband, does 
not ſeem to me very much to fear War. The Occa- 
ſions are very different, Madam, replied Hortenfia: I 
fear'd nothing to prevent my parting with Melintas; 
but I own my Courage abandons me, when I think of 
his being in Dangers without my participating with him. 
As for me, ſaid a Lady in Company, I would not on 
any Account be married to a Soldier; beſides the con- 
tinual Uncaſineſs I ſhould be under for his Life, 1 can't: 
help thinking it takes from their Humanity ; the: 
Slaughter, Blood, and Horror of Combats, accuſtoms 
them inſenſibly to Cruelty, and I ſhould be apprehen- 
ſive of my Conqueror's treating me as an Enemy. 
'The Company could not help laughing at that Lady's. 
Opinion ; they oppos'd it with good Reaſons, and at 


length perſuaded her, that a Soldier might poſleſs all 


the Qualities neceſſary to pleaſe ; and that Humanity 
and Mercy were always the Attributes of a Hero.. 


There have been Nations, ſaid Celimena's Kinſman, 
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inſolent in Proſperity, and who have treated thoſe they 
have ſubdued with Cruelty, The Roman Politics were 
very different from thoſe; they treated the Vanquiſh'd 
with Gentleneſs; they render'd them Inhabitants of 
their City, and gave them all the Privileges as Romans, 
and at length, even admitted them into Places of Truſt, 
The Authuni, the Cenini, and the others that were firſt 
ſubdued by them, were uſed in this Manner; and by 
this ſoft engaging Method, which they all along ad- 
hered to, they at length arrived at ſo powerful a State, 
that hitherto none ever was ſo ſolid, nor ever carried 

its Arms in Triumph 'nto ſo many different Countries. 
THE Lacedemonians, ſaid Urania, and the Athen:- 
ant did not act ſo; they mortally hated thoſe they had 
ſubdued, not thinking them any ways upon a Footing 
with themſelves; which was a very great Prejudice, as 
well to them as their Imitators; for their Power was 
always kept within a narrow Compaſs, and they were 
at length a Prey to the Macedonians and the Romans. 
The Clemency theſe laſt-mention'd People ſhew'd in 
their Regard, had the ſame Effect on them as on others. 
Philip of Macedon, added Felicia, gain'd the Hearts of 
all Greece, when on the firſt Victory he gain'd over the 
Athenians, he ſet at Liberty all the Priſoners he had made; 
Alexander covered with his own Royal Robe the Body 
of Darius, his greateſt Enemy. It was of great Uſe to 
Cyrus, laid Celimena, his having treated Cra:ſus merci- 
fully and honourably, when he had vanqadiſh'd him; 
that Prince was lov'd by all Greece, and had he been 
uſed rudely, ſeveral would have endeavour'd to have 
reveng'd him. The Senate of Rome, reſum'd Celi- 
me nas Relation, condemn'd the Cruelty of Popilius 
the Conſul, in regard to the A/lobragi, and redreſs'd 
their Complaints as ſoon as made. The Honour of 
the Victory does not conſiſt in exerciſing Cruelty over 
the Conquer'd: Glory conſiſts chiefly in Clemency 
and Mildneſs. King Antiochus ſet free all the People 
he took about Lariſa; which Humanity made thoſe 
People ſubmit themſelves to his Dominion. Papirius 
the Dillator was, without doubt, a great Chief in is ; 
ah ut 
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but his Severity and Pride made him loſe the Love of 


his Army to ſuch a degree, that they on purpoſe made 
him loſe the moſt important Occaſions, to mortify his 
Vanity, even to the Prejudice of the Public Good. I 
have read, ſaid Melintas, that under Appius the Con- 
ſul, the Army carried their Hatred yet farther; ſor to 
ſatisfy the Averſion his too great Severity had rais'd in 
the Hearts of his Soldiers, that, far from eudeavouring 


to conquer, they defir'd ardently to be vanquiſh'd, if 
he commanded them to march ſwiftly, they went the. 


ſlower; and with the utmoſt Encouragement, every 
thing they did was with Langour and Unwillingneſs. 
Happy is the General, ſaid Celimena, who by his 


Courage, Humanity, and good Conduct, juſtly deſerves, 


the Title of Father of his Army, as we had a General 
once that did. But, continued ſhe, it is time to give 
Melintas and Hortenſia the Pleaſure of being together, 
and I believe Night is ſo far advanced as to make us all 
deſirous of Reſt. Upon this, Urania, Felicia, Florinda, 
and Camilla return'd a thouſand Thanks to Celimena, 
for the Pleaſure they had enjoy'd. with her: They 
embrac'd Hortenſia, careſs' d. Melintas, and took. 
Coach. 

As the Caſtle was not far diſtant from Celimena's, 
they ſoon arriv'd there, diſcourſing on the Adventures 
of theſe amiable Shepherds. I am not ſurpriſed, ſaid 
Camilla, that Hortenſia is ſo witty and genteel, ſhe is 


born beautiful, and of an exalted Rank, this is enough to 


give her good Impreſſions; but I own Melintas aſto- 
niſhes we, and I cannot comprehend how being born a 
{imple Shepherd he can have ſo much Merit. Never- 
theleſs, this is not amazing, ſaid Urania, Quality does 
not give perſonal Accompliſhments, and Birth ſeldom 
does more than place our Virtues or Vices in a more 
conſpicuous Light: The Shepherd therefore may be as 
valiant as the Hero, as witty as the Courtier, and as 
wiſe as the Philoſopher. Melintas is born a Shepherd, 
but with the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for being an amiable 
Man; his Father was able to cultivate his natural Ge- 
mus, and Heaven, who deſigned him for the Fortune he 
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is now going to enjoy, has made him worthy of it. Vet 
perhaps, ſaid Florinda, all his good Qualities would 
have been buried for ever, had he not fallen in love 
with Hortenſia. This ſhews us, ſaid Felicia, that there 
are a thouſand People of Merit, who only want Op- 
portunity to diſplay it. 

DiscoursinG thus, they got home; and tho' the 
Diverſion of the Day had very much pleaſed them, yet 
they were fatigued : They therefore immediately re- 
tired, to enjoy a Repoſe, that their ſecret Uneaſineſſes 
prevented from being perfect. 
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8 IGHT was fo far advanced, when the 
four fair Friends retired, that it was very 
late before they left their Beds, and did not 
aſſemble together till Dinner-time. Own 
ID 8SQ& my Dear, fai Camilla to Urania, accoſt- 
ing her as ſhe came out of her Apartment, that Plea- 
ſure makes us lazy, and that many Days ſpent as Yeſter- 
day was, will give us but little Opportunity of enjoying 
the Solitude we propos'd to ourſelves when we left the 
Town. I don't know, ſaid Urania, what your 
Thoughts are on it; but as for me, I aſſure you t}15 little 
Sally makes mc c joy with a better Guſt the Pleaſure of 
being retired with my Friends. I am as ſenſible of it as 
you, ſaid Fl/o:inda, and tho' I was very much diverted 
at Ce/imena's, I ſeem'd to be but half there; but hcre 
I am entire. The Fxpreflion i; bold, ſaid Felicia, but 
juſt; I am myſe.r ano. her Proof of it; I carried my 
Perſon to. Celimena's, my Heart was {till in this dear 
Manſio". The Diſtinction ) ou make, anſwer'd Urania, 
is vaſtly obliging to me, ſince it ſhews you are as eaſy 
here, as if you were at home. I ſhall endeavour to make 
I you 
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you ſo all the Time you do me the Favour to ſtay with: 
me. As ſhe ſpoke theſe Words, they placed themſelves 
at Table; the Defart was juſt brought in, when a Lackey 
was ſent to acquaint Urania, that Celimena, with Hor-. 
tenſia and Melintas, were coming to wait on her. 
This made them diſpatch their Dinner, and paſs into 
the Hall to be in Readineſs to receive that Company ; 
but before they arrived, a Valet de Chambre of Thela- 
mont's came with a Packet of Letters directed to Ura- 
nia; what was ſent by him was of too much Conſe- 
quence to her to bedefer'd, therefore (after having aſk'd 
ber Friends Pardon) ſhe open'd it, and read the follow- 
ing Letter. | | 
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THELAMONT to URaNI1a. 


T ſeems an Age ſince I left you, ſure Abſence is the 

greateſt of Misfortunes to one that loves as I do! and 
avere I nat perſewaded that my being here is of Serwice to 
you, 1 ſhould not be able to command my Grief. Pardon 
me, Madam! if 1 entertain you with the Emotions of 
my Heart, before I inform you of the Aﬀairs entruſted to 
my Care: I hope they will terminate to the Advantage 
of Geront, and that 1 ſhall have the Honour of bring- 
ing you the Certainty at Beliſa'e, till wbich happy Mo- 
ment, I beg Urania will allow ſome little Place in her 


Thoughts to him.<vho is the tendereſt and moſ# faithful of 
Men. 
THELAMONT. 


Wurx Urania had read this aloud, ſhe look'd farther 
into the Packet, and finding a Letter from Orophanes 
to Felicia; Here is ſomething, ſaid ſhe to her Friends, 
that will divert us, for I am ſure Felicia will be obliging 
1 enough to communicate it to us. With theſe Words ſhe 
( gave it tothatamiable Lady: I find, anſwer'd ſhe, 1 muſt 
* follow your Example, and that loving you ſo affectionate · 
N ly as I do, I ought to give you the ſame Marks of it in 
; making nothing a Secret. — Pray liſten, therefore, 
* con- 
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eontinu'd ſhe, ſmiling, I doubt not but the Letter will 
very well deſerve your Attention. 


ORoPHANES 7 the Acdorable 
FELICIA. 
WAS very much in the right, Madam, when I in- 
ſiſted on it, that I ſhould be much happier when ab- 


ſent from you, than when preſent : When I was near 


you, I had not the Privilege of uttering the leaft Tittle 


of my Paſſion; I was ever cut off; either by a ſevere 
Look or ſudden Flight: But now J qwrite to you, I can, 
«without Fear of Interruption, tell you, that I adore yon, 
—that you engroſs all my Thoughts —that all my Hap- 
pineſi conſiſts in your Idea ;—this I dar'd not have ſaid, 
though I had been languiſhing at your F et theſe thouſand 
Years —How great is my Happineſs, charming Felicia 
you'll reſolve to filence me, to affect which, you'll write 
to me: Thus a Favour, which ever ſo long a continued 
Series of Lowe and Conſtancy «would never haue obtain'd 
me, is all at once conferred by an Abſence of only tao 
Days ; let your Letter be as angry as you can poſſibly 
indite, I ſhall have the Conſolation that you could not 
write it, without thinking that I am 

Your faithful 

| OROPHANES, 


IT muſt be own'd, ſaid Camilla, that Orophanes is 
of a very amiable Humour. This Letter, added Flo- 
rinda, 18 of a particular Stamp, but of a Piece with his 
Character. I muſt own, reply'd Felicia, that I have no 
room to pretend to be offended at Declarations of Love 
made in this manner, nor even to deny returning them. 
The footing you are on with each other, ſaid Urania, 
does not permit you to be ſevere, ſince every body 
knows you are to be married as ſoon as Orophanes 
hears from his Father. As ſhe concluded theſe Words, 
they heard the Noiſe of Coaches. Urania immediate- 
ly aroſe to meet Ce/imena ; ſhe was accompanied by 
Hortenſia, Melintas, Iphis, and Acantes, who * 

een 
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been to wait on her, took this Opportunity of paying 
their Reſpects again to Urania. Horten/ia and Melintas 
were now dreſt like People of Quality: If that Lady 
was lovely as a Shepherdeſs, ſhe certainly appear'd more 
beautiful in Ornaments worthy of her Charms; and 
NMelintas, tho" he ſeem'd a moit amiable Ruſtic, look'd 
more himſelf in the Habit of a Cavalier. The firſt 
Compliments being over, Uronia led the Company into 
the Hall, the Sun being too high to admit of walking : 
We come, ſaid Celimena, to dedicate to you the laſt 
Day that Horten/ia and Melintos have to ſtay with us; 
they ſet out To-morrow, and are ſo ſenſible of the 
Honour you did them, that they thought they ſhould 
be wanting in their Duty, if they had not come to re- 
turn you Thanks. I am infinitely obliged to them, re- 
ply'd Urania, for they have no Thanks to pay me; for 
the Pleaſure I receiv'd in them makes the Obligation 
wholly on my Side. Every body being now ſeated, 
at firſt the Converſation turned on the noble and eaſy 
Air of Hortenſia and Melintas. It muſt be allow'd, 
ſaid Camilla, that the Decrees of Providence are won- 
derful; for this amiable Couple were not form'd to live 
in Obſcurity, and 'tis to be preſum'd, that Heaven had 
not beſtowed ſo many Charms on theſe, but to make 
them what they now are. This Reflection is very much 
to our Advantage, Madam, reply'd Melintas, but it 
ſhall not make us vain: In imitation of the famous 
/E/jop, I'll preſerve the Marks of my paſt Condition, 
to prevent my committing Faults in the future, You 
are very prudent, ſaid Camilla, and I do not doubt but 
that good Quality will gain you as much Reſpect as 
your others will do Love. Now you talk of Love, 
cry'd Acantes, one thing very much perplexes me in 
the Conduct Melintas ought to obſerve: Tis not 
cuſtomary in the Beau Monde, to ſee a Huſband in love 
with his Wife, and he ſeems ſo deeply enamour d with 
his, that I believe he will, with Difficulty, get rid of 
that Habit. I aſſure you, replied Melintas, if I muſt 
be oblig'd to the Obſervance of ſuch a Cuſtom, I'll ſtill 


refuſe all the Advantages that can be offer'd me; for 1 
5 can't 
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can't comprehend why the Name of Huſband ſhould 
efface that of Lower; what ſeem'd to me amiable and 
worthy of all my Care before Marriage, ought I to 
think leſs charming after that Ceremony? No, doubr - 
leſs, on the contrary ; becauſe that permits me to diſco- 
ver my Sentiments before the whole World, which one 
is ever painfully oblig'd to conceal before that Union. 
W hat Melintas ſays, reply'd Urania, is very juſt, and 
becauſe the Generality of Huſhands do not act in the 
ſame manner, is nct a Reaſon for walking in the Path 
they d- the Irregularity of their Lives in behaving 
in that May, which is now become a Faſhion, is much 
more {candalous than even the Extremity of Dotage for 
a Wife; and I adviſe him not to be carried away by 
the Croud, but to liſten to the Dictates of his own 
Feart only. I am infinitely oblig'd to you, charming 
Urania! ſaid Hortenſſa bluſhing, for the Counſel you 
give Melintas; 'tis very much for my Intereſt, that 
he ſhould religiouſly obſerve it. As you will be always 
dear to me, anſwer'd he, I ſhall never ceaſe from giv- 
ing you Marks of your being ſo, in whatever State or 
Condition I am. 

AFTER this they began to talk of the different Di- 
verſions he was going to enjoy: As for me, ſaid his, 
I believe nothing will have the Power of engaging Her- 
tenſia, or Melintas, ſo much as one another. All this 
agreeable Company are too much of his Mind to be 
able to offer any thing in Contradiction to what he 
ſaid, and the Perſons concern'd giving each other a 
tender look, ſufficiently evinced the Truth of his Opi- 
nion. The Sun being by this time a little lower, Ura- 
nia propos'd a Walk in the Terraſs; they conſented, 
and being ſeated on the graſſy Banks which ſurrounded 
it, the Proſpect and happy Situation of the Houle 
were for ſome time the Subje& of their Entertain- 
ment: I am not ſurpriz'd, ſaid Celimena, that Urania 
often makes a Party to ſhut herſelf up here; her Houſe, 
her Friends, and her Pen, are ſufficient to ſupply the 
Want of every thing. Tis true, reply'd ſhe, this Soli- 
tude has for me a thouſand Charms; and if I could be 

perſuaded, 
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perſuaded, that the Perſons who have done me the Fa. 
vour to accompany me hither, would not be wearied 
with it, I ſhould never think of quitting it. You ought 
to be perſuaded of it, anſwer'd Felicia, by the Pleaſure 
we enjoy here. I am a Proof of it, ſaid Camilla, 
fince having leſs a Guſt for Retirement than any body, 
and far from an Inclination to bury myſelf alive, I 
have never ſo much as once wiſh'd to be in Town. 'This 
is not ſurpriſing, beautiful Camilla, ſaid Iphis, you are 
always in good Company ; you have every Moment 
People coming here, who inform you of all public Af— 
fairs: and tho' in the Corner of a Country Village, 
are perfectly acquainted with all that paſſes, either in 
the Court or City. | 

An! ſaid Urania, as for News we know none, it is 
not a thing agreeable to our Taſtes; what one hears at 
a Diſtance, and from Pcople either no ways concern'd, or 
too much, is always enlarg'd, or leſſen'd, and ſometimes 
altogether fabulous: And I think no Society ſo ridi- 
culous as that of News-mongers, whoſe only Buſineſs is 
to diſcourſe on Affairs of State, and who very often 
make Princes ſpeak in a Manner which private Men 
would be aſhamed of : I always avoid ſuch Companies 
with great Diligence; contented to be able to ſubmit to 
my lov'd Sovereign's Commaads, I obey without en- 
deavouring to penetrate into his Secrets. I think in- 
deed, added Florinda, it ſhews a want of Reſpect, to 
ſpeak of thoſe ſort of Affairs; and Princes very often ſee 
their moſt important Deſigns miſcarry, through the In- 
diſcretion of their People : If they are at War, they 
talk of it as if it were a Game at Cheſs; the General, 
ſay they, ought to make his Attack on that Side; he 
will be infallibly repulſed on the other: — If he com- 
mits ſuch a Fault, he is undone; but if he makes uſe 
of ſuch or ſuch an Advantage, he cannot fail of con- 


quering.— In ſhort, all theſe Diſpoſitions, Rumours, and 


Inquiries, make ſo much the Entertainment of the 
People, that the Enemy is as well inform'd of all that 
paſſes, even in the Heart of his Adverſary's Dominions, 
as if he were his Confidant. If Peace is made, _—_ 

Motives 
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Motives of it are enquired into: and pretending to pe- 
netrate even into the Cloſets of their Prince, they vent 


their own Notions as Certainties. Peace, ſay they, 
was only concluded on, out of ſuch a Deſign.— The 
Alliance that is in queſtion, is only on ſuch an Account. 
The King ſaid thus. The Prince ſeem'd diſ- 
contented. Strange things are talk'd of.— But I 

ueſs the Event: In ſhort, they ſeem ſome of them to 
make uſe of Mzcro/copes, to pry into their Sovereign's 
Heart; and the reſt of Trumpets to publiſh the Diſ- 
covery their Fellows fancy they have gain'd. 

I very much diſapprove of ſuch ſort of Diſcourſe, 
ſaid Acantes, and I would have the common People 
know how to diſſemble their Joy or Fear, as well as 
Kings, Princes, Generals, or Miniſters of State ought 
to do: This is ſo diſagreeable to the Taſte of all Mo- 
narchs, who know the Art of Ruling, that Julius Cz- 
ſar ſaid, he could never too much admire the Policy of 
the Republic of the Gault, in having forbid, upon 
Pain of Death, any News to be ſpoken of ; and when 
any thing was to be told, they were obliged to addreſs 
themſelves to the Magiſtrates : Which Law appeared 
ſo wile, that it is continued to this Day in one Govern- 
ment, which is allow'd to be a very prudent one. 

Ir ſuch a Reſtraint, ſaii Tphis, could be laid on the 
People, it is certain the Secrets of Princes might be pre- 
ferv'd ; and if their Deſigns fail'd, it would at leaſt 
afford them this Conſolation, of knowing it happened 


not thro” Indiſcretion. The leaſt Reading, added Ura- 


nia, will convince any one how neceſſary, in Affairs 
of State, Diſſimulation is !—tho' Scipio was inform'd 
that S/phax had violated his Faith given to the Romans, 
and had gone over to the Carthaginiaus, even while his 
Embaſiadors were in his Camp, he very much careſs'd 
them, and ſuffered them to depart, loaded with Marks 
of Honour and Friendſhip, immediately giving out 
among his People this falle Piece of News, that they 
were gone to meet, and haſten the March of S:#hax's 
Army, who were coming to join them, that he might 
deceive thoſe who thought to penetrate into the _— 
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of State. The Indiſcretion of the Commonalitx, ſaid 
Acantes, is ſo much to be dreaded, that Alexander for- 
bade, on pain of Death, the making any Mention of his 
having loſt in an Action two thouſand Foot, and three 
hundred Horſe; being perſuaded, that tho' the Num- 
ber was inconſiderable, yet by paſſing thro' ſeveral Peo- 

le's Mouths, it might be enlarged ſo far, as to paſs for 
a gene al Defeat —— It is equally dangerous to ex- 
aggerate either our Loſſes or Conqueſts, the evil Con- 
ſequences being always to be apprehended; witneſs the 
Imprudence of Terentius Varro, who, after the Batcle 
of Cannæ, at a Conference with the Embaſſadors at 
Capua, who were come to comfort him, and offer him 
their Aſſiſtance, he ſo much aggravated the Loſs of the 
Romans, that after having heard him, they withdrew 
their Forces to Hannibal; and ſeveral of their Allies 
did the ſame. Neither is the Folly of Furius Phils 


to be forgot, ſaid Iphis, who at the ſame time the Ro- 


man Senate were aſſembled to conſult on what Means 
to remedy that Misfortune, cry'd out before all the Peo- 
ple, that all being loſt, Councils were in vain. I always 
thought, rejoin'd Camilla, that Diſſimulation was ne- 
ceſſary to thoſe who rule over others; but I find by 
what you ſay, that it is equally ſo to thoſe who obey. 
It is abſolutely ſo for Generals, ſaid Acantes; ſince a 
great Captain ought to conceal the Perplexities he is in, 
becauſe the Eyes of the whole Army are on him, to 
find out the good or bad Condition of his Affairs; for 
when, by Misfortunes, the Soldiers perceive theirLeader 
in Fear or Deſpair, they all abandon the common Cauſe, 
and endeavour to ſhitr ſor themſelves ; which makes 


the Miſchief they only apprehend, actually happen.— 


Thoſe great Men who have had ſo much Command 
over themſelves as to conceal their Doubts, can only be 
term'd Heroes. How often has an unſhaken Cou- 
rage re-eltabliſh'd the moſt deſperate Affairs! When the 
Chief maintains his Refolution, every body is proud, 
tho' with the Hazard of their Lives, to concur with 
him in his Deſigns ——_Whether in a Battle, or a 
Siege, active or paſſive Diſſimulation ſtill is requiſite. — 

Polybius 
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Polybins ſays, a General ought to to ſet a good Face on 
all Matters, and with Cheartulneſs diſguiſe his Adverſity. 
Alexander never appear'd ſo gay as before the Battle 
of Arbela ; his Army therefore march'd to the Combat 
as to an aſſured Victory, as indeed it prov'd. I have 
read, added Melintas modeſtly, that Yercingentorix 
comforted the Gauls for the Loſs of Awvaricum, though 
it was very conſiderable, by appearing not touch'd at it, 
and by reminding them that it had been his Adviee to 
burn it, and abandon it. This ſhews, ſaid Celimena, 
that is not for ourſelves we are obliged to diſſemble, 
but in regard to the Prejudice that the Indiſeretion of 
others may do us. For if the People could keep a Se- 
cret, the Sovereign would never conceal his Deſigns 
from them ; but it being ſo, they ought never to en- 
deavour to dive in'o them, and when any one has Pe- 
netration enough to do it, he ought alſo to have Pru- 
dence enough to be filent. But that's impoſſible. ſaid 
{phis, of which, what happened to Monſieur Turenne 
is a Proof. This great Man making good his 
Retreat from the Imperial Army, which conſiſted of 
ſixty thouſand Men, and his at moſt but of fourteen 
thouſand, coming to the Foot of the Mountains of 
Alſatia, and finding that he could not enter into the 
Streights of them without being expoſed, he began to 
entrench himſelf on the Banks of a River, and whilit 
they were working, he riding along the Banks of the 
River, ſurvey'd them, crying, Here's a Work that's 
as good as ten thouſand Men; that there is worth as 
much, thoſe in the Centre are impracticable; thoſe on 
the Right are not to be inſulted ; concluding from 
thence, that he was ſtronger than the Inerialiſtis. A 
private Centinel, who ſaw into this way of Reaſoning, 
that it was only to encourage his Army, and deceive 
the Enemy, had the Hardineſs to ſay to him; you are 
in the Right, my Lord, what we are now doing 1s only 
to amuſe the Germans; for if they give us time, we'll 
decamp to that Place ; pointing with his Finger to the 
ſtrongeſt Part of the Mountain, Monſieur de Turenne, 
finding his Secret diſcover'd by a common Soldier, . 
tente 
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tented himſelf with replying, This Lad I find has ſome 
Notion, let him have four Piſtoles to drink; and im- 
mediately rode away. The Man, however, gueſs'd 
right; for the Germans falling into the Trap, Monſieur 
de Tirenne had time to decamp the Night following, 
and gain the Place the Soldier had pointed to. The 
Conſequence of this was ſo glorious for that great Cap- 
tain, that of Sixty thouſand Germans that had paſs'd the 
Rhine, but eighteen thouſand returned, the reſt being 
either kill'd or taken. You fee, continued /phis, by 
this Example, of what Conſequence is Secrecy and Dit. 
ſimulation, and how eager People are to ſhew their Pe. 
netration : By the Boldneſs of this Soldier, what would 
not have happen'd, if he had ſpoke before any one that 
had been capable of advertiſing the Enemy? The ſame 
Vercingentorix that Melintas has juſt now mentioned, 
{ſent ſome truſty People to meet the Soldiers that were 


- ſaving themſelves from Avaricum, who conveyed them 


to Places diſtant from the Army, that they might not 
carry the Alarm thither. Your talking of Diſſimulation, 
ſaid Felicia, puts me in mind of a Paſlage that very 
much pleaſed me when I read it; //cbo/aiis being be- 
fieged, and ſceing the Enemy approaching with a 
Battering- ram to beat down the Walls, opened himſelf 
a Breach, as much to animate his own Side, by perſuad- 
ing them that he feared nothing, as to terrify the Ene- 
my, who indeed did never dare to venture to attempt an 
Entrance at the Door that he had opened for them : But 
after having deliberated a long time, retired from be- 
fore the Place, leaving //{cho/aiis cover'd with Glory, 
By ſuch Wiles as theſe, if Ruin is not prevented, at leaſt 
an immortal Reputation 1s gain'd. This ſhews, 
ſaid Acautes, that the greateſt Affairs depend on the 
Prudence of the General.—A famous Grecian Captain 
was accuſtomed to ſay, that he did not value having ten 
{uch Men as Ajax, but he wiſh'd very much to have 
ten ſuch as the wiſe Near; making no doubt. but 
that then he ſoon ſhould be Maſter of all Aa, foral- 
much as ſuch extenſive Defigns were not always certain 
to ſucceed by Force, but never miſcarzzed PET 
ence 


[ 193 ] 
dence and good Counſel were made uſe of. The Ro- 
mant, added Tphis, held Fabius Maximus in much greater 
Eſteem than Marcellus, calling Marcellus the Sword 
of the Commonwealth, and Fabius the Shield; one 
being fit to acquire, the other to prejerve: but the 
Preſervation of the State being of molt Conſequence, 
they had much more Veneration for the Viſdom and 
Prudence of the one, than the Yalour and Courage of 
the other. From hence, ſaid Celimena, we may Sow 
this juſt Concluſion, That it is more glorious to know 
how to preſerve a Ven Amy than to conquer new ones, 
fince often the Weakneſs of the Poſſeſſor contributes 
more to the Conqueſt, than the Courage of the Victor. 
—As War is a Trade, reply'd Acantes, where Fortune 
very much intereſts herſelf, and where the Fruit of ſe- 
veral Campaigns may be loſt in one Day, a Prince can- 
not make better uſe of his good Fortune, than in pro- 
curing Peace, which is a thouſand times more glorious 
than all the Conqueſts his Courage or his Ambition can 
gain him. Doubtleſs, ſaid [phis, a Prince _ never 
to attempt any thing of Difficulty, when the Danger is 
evident; nor, tho' he be even aſſured of Victory, will 
it be prudent in him to refuſe a good Peace; the Incon- 
veniences of a long War ought to make him reflect on 
the unavoidable Misfortanes that befal an innocent 
People ; the Land uncultivated, the Cities defenceleſs, 
the Villages plundezed and burnt, the poor Peaſants 
ER or drove from their Homes, are irreparable 

oſſes. 

Bur, ſaid Urania, ſuppoſe the Peace that is offer'd 
is on ſuch hard Conditions, that they touch the Honour 
of the King and Kingdom? In that caſe, reply'd Acan- 
tes, War is preferable to a bad Peace, under which 
are often hid the Motives of a War ſtill more terrible. 
What they call clapping up a Peace, is only to get 
Breath, gain time till a more favourable Oppor- 
tunity offers itſelf. Miniſters that value themſelves on 
being refined Politicians, always leave ſome Flaw in 
their Treaties of Peace, that they may nat want an Op- 
portunity to declare the War, on which they meditate, 

Vo L. I. I even 
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eren whilſt they are ſigning; but when theſe Fineſſes 


are ſeen into, it is much better to continue the War; 
for a Peace that is made under the Auſpices of Iniquity 
and Deceit, muſt be the Ruin of the People and Prince 
that ſigns it. The Romans aſked the Privernantes of 
what Continuance the Peace they were then making 
with them would be? They reply'd, that if they grant- 
ed them a good one, it ſhould be inviolable and laſt. 
ing; ifn't, it would be ſoon broke. Herennins, ſaid 
1;his, a Captain of the Sammites, being conſulted wi h 
on what ſhon!d be done with the Romans that they had 
mut up in the Cæaudan Streights, where they had them 
at their Mercy, advis'd that they ſhould be courteoully 
ſuffer d to depart, to oblige them to a perpetual Friend- 
ſhip, or elſe that they ſhould be every Man cut off, to 
give ſo great a Shock to their Eſtate, that they might 
never recover it; but that one or the other muſt be 
done: For, ſaid he, to let them go on certain Condi— 
tions, or by impoſing certain Penalties on them, will 
not be the way to make Friends of them, nor deliver 
ourſelves from them as Enemies ; becauſe that in the 
State Fortune had thrown the Romans, they would cer- 
tainly agree to every thirg that was propoſed to them; 
but when they ſhould be at Liberty, they would obſerve 
none oi them, becauſe they would not think themſelves 
any ways obliged to do what Force and Neceſſity had 
mace them p:cmiſe. 

CAR was in the right, added Acantes, when 
he ſaid that the true time for making a laſting Peace, 
was when the two Parties were of equal Strength ; for 
then different Intere!ts being weigh'd and conſider'd 
with Juſlice, the Agrecment became better and firmer. 
It is a pity, ſaid Camilla, that Acantes and Iphic are 
not Gencrals or Minitters of State; they reaſon in a 
Manner that muſt make us believe they would ſucceed IF | 
in either State. I aſſure you, Madam, reply'd Acan: 
tes, it is much eaſier to ta/k than to cxecute ; and for 
all our Tie-ry, we ſhould be at a great Loſs in the Prac- 
tice. Beſides, added [phis, we are too much united, t0 
poſſeſs great Polls together, and at the ſame time. ww 
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laid Celimena, wou}d not your Union be of Uſe to the 
State ? It ſeems to me thatthe Friendſhip between the 
two Generals or Miniſters would make them join in 
every thing; and conſequently Affairs ſucceed better. 
No, Madam, reply'd Iphis, too ſtrict an Intelligence 
between too great Men, whether in a Monarchy or 
Republic, is always to be ſuſpected, and often times 
becomes dangerous, eſpecially in Commonwealths that 
are govern'd by a Democracy or Ariſtocracy, We have 
ſeveral Examples in paſt times, that when a Man raiſes 
himſelf to any Pitch of Grandeur or Power, there is 
always ſome one or other, that is ſtirred up by Emula- 
tion to follow him cloſely, and often to ſurpaſs him; 
and when there has heen an Union between theſe two 
it has generally occaſioned the public Ruin; for Am- 
bition, robed w th Authority, ſeldom contents itſelf 
with living as a private Citizen. Twas this Reaſon 
that made Cicero, foreſeeing the Diſſention which would 
happen between Cz/ar and Pompey by the Death of 
Craſſus and Julia, cry out in open Senate, with a Spi- 
rit of Prophecy, thoſe two great Men being preſent, 
I wiſh to the Gods there had never been any Intimac 
or Friendſhip between Cz/ar and Pompey, or that it 
had been never interrupted! Time made good this 
Prediction; for Cæſar, who owed his extreme Great- 
neſs only to that Friendſhip, ſaw the Bands of it broke 
by the Death of Julia his Daughter, Pompey's Wife, 
and by that of Craſſus, their common Mediator; ard 
the Reſult of this ſtrict Friendſhip was a dreadful War 
occaſioned by their Ambition; tor Cx/ar could not 
inffer Pompey to be his Superior, nor Pompey allow of 
Cæſar's being his Equal. Cato of Utica, added Acan- 
tes, never approved of that Correſpondence, and 
often ſaid, in full Senate, that the Commonwealtn 
would be ruined by thoſe two Men. This Underſtand- 
ing between two great Miniſters, in a Monarchy, 
ought to be as ſuſpicious to the Prince, A great King, 
whoſe Memory will for ever by all the World be re- 
ſpected, knew ſo well this Truth, that, during the Lifo 
of two illuſtrious Miniſters, one of the Army, the other 
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of the Finances, he had the Art of raiſing a Jealouſy 
between each other; which animated them with ſo 
much Emulation, that 'twas who could beſt ſerve their 
Maſter ; and to their very Death he drew ſuch Services 
from them, as greatly contributed to his Triumphs, 
*T is true, {aid Urania, when thoſe Diſſentions do not 
proceed ſo far as Hatred, the Prince is always well 
ſerved : But it is very dangerous when thoſe Enmities } 
are fomented by Ambition, as were thoſe of Pericle;} 
and T hucydides, of Marius and Sylla, Auguſtus and 
Mark Anthony. Yet, ſaid Felicia, Cato was charmed} 
when he ſaw thoſe Contentions between the leading | 
Men of the State; he fomented and kept them up, | 
thereby preſerving theAuthority of the Commonwealth, 
Doubtleſs, anſwer'd 7phis, theſe Oppoſitions inſpire 
good Men with Emulation, and excite them to Virtue, 
and retard the ill Deſigns of the Wicked. Cincinnatus, 
added Acantes, remonſtrated to Appius, who would 
not conſent that the Number of the Tribunes of the 
People ſhould be augmented, that it was for the Intereſt 
of the Republic that there ſhould be a great many, 
far from leſſening them; for, ſaid he, the more there 
are, the leſs Power and Authority will they have, by 
their different Intereſts and Oppoſitions; for one alone 
will be ſufficient to prevent the Reſolutions of the reſt, 
I think this an admirable Piece of Policy, ſaid Cl. 
m:ena, for there cannot be too much Conſtraint laid o 
them that govern the People, nor indeed on the Peo— 
ple themſelves, who are without Diſcernment, diflident 
ſcrupulous, Friends only to Fortune, always worſhip 
ping the riſing Sun, following them whom they are! 
want of; yet do they no ſooner obtain what they ce 
mand; than they forget the Benefit and the Benefactor 
To prove the Truth of what Ce/imena ſays, added! 
rania, you need only look on the People of Ale. 
running to meet Alcibiades victorious, and ſingin 
Hymns in his Praiſe ; and obſerve them another time 
when his Affairs were not fo fortunate, calling hi 
Traitor to his Country, accuſing him, ſeeking his Death 
and imputing to him as Crimes, All that he had or 
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for the Glory of the Commonwealth. Look back, ſays 
Florinda, on Appius accuſed ; every body, great and 
ſmall, declaim againſt him: He dies the whole 
World runs to his Houſe, will aſſiſt at his Funeral, ho- 
nour his Obſequies, and liſten to his Praiſes. Thoſe of 
Syracuſa, ſaid Iphis, crying out unanimouſly in the 
public Streets and Places, that the Death of their Sing 
ought to be revenged, one ſingle Harangue charge 

them ſo much, that ſcarce would they bury him. It 
muſt be allowed, ſaid Ce/imena, that the Preſence of 
Urania had an abſolute Power over our Minds, ſince it 
has made the Converſation fall on SubjeRs that one 
would ſcarce think ſhould amuſe Perſons of our Sex.— 
True, added Camilla, every thing ſeems to agree 
with the Plan that we propoſed to follow here ; but 
what charms me moſt is, that we have not wanted 
the Aſſiſtance of Urania's Library, to form an engaging 
Converſation. When there's as much Wit in a Com- 
pany as in this, anſwer'd Urania, nothing is wantin 

towards diverting themſelves but one another; yet I 
believe a little Walk will be pleaſing to Ce/imena, At 
theſe Words the whole Company riſing, ſhe led them 
inſenſibly to a Summer-houſe, every way opening to 
different Proſpects. There they found a Table ſet forth 
with every thing requiſite for a magnificent Collation. 
Celimena ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at this Piece of Gallantry. 
But the three Friends of Urania ſeem'd the more ſo, 
becauſe they had not ſeen her give any Orders, which 
obliged them to admire in ſecret the Manner ſhe made 
herſelf be waited on; a Wink being ſufficient for her 
to be obeyed. The Company was compleatly regaled, 
and return'd to Walking, after having greatly praiſed 
the Repaſt. They returned to the Terras, where be- 
ing ſeated, the Converſation began with the Sorrow 
Celimena exprefled, that Urania was going to quit 
them for ſome Days. I know Beli/a, continued ſhe, 
and am convinced ſhe will detain you as long as poſ- 
ſible; we Mall therefore, in all Probability, loſe you for 
a longer Time than you imagine. Your obliging Fear, 
reply'd Urania, touches my Heart very ſenſibly ; but I 
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of the Finances, he had the Art of raiſing a Jealouſy 
between each other; which animated them with ſo 
much Emulation, that 'twas who could beſt ſerve their 
Maſter ; and to their very Death he drew ſuch Services 
from them, as greatly contributed to his Triumphs, 
*T is true, {aid Urania, when thoſe Diſſentions do not 
proceed ſo far as Hatred, the Prince is always well 
ſerved : But it is very dangerous when thoſe Enmities 
are fomented by Ambition, as were thoſe of Pericles 
and Thutyaides, of Marius and Sylla, Auguſtus and 
Mark Anthony. Yet, ſaid Felicia, Cato was charmed 
when he ſaw thoſe Contentions between the leading 
Men of the State; he fomented and kept them up, 
thereby preſerving theAuthority of the Commonwealth, 
Doubtleſs, anſwer'd Iphis, theſe Oppoſitions inſpire 
good Men with Emulation, and excite them to Virtue, 
and retard the ill Deſigns of the Wicked. Cincinnatus, 
added Acantes, remonſtrated to Appius, who would 
not conſent that the Number of the Tribunes of the 
People ſhould be augmented, that it was for the Intereſt | 
of the Republic that there ſhould be a great many, 
far from leſſening them; for, ſaid he, the more there 
are, the leſs Power and Authority will they have, by 
their different Intereſts and Oppoſitions; for one alone 
will be ſufficient to prevent the Reſolutions of the reſt, 
I think this an admirable Piece of Policy, ſaid Cl. 
znena, for there cannot be too much Conſtraint laid on 
them that govern the People, nor indeed on the Pco- 
ple themſelves, who are without Diſcernment, diffidert, 
ſcrupulous, Friends only to Fortune, always worthip- 
ping the riſing Sun, following them whom they are in 
want of; yet do they no ſooner obtain what they de- 
mand, than they forget the Benefit and the Benefactor. 
To prove the Truth of what Ce/imena ſays, added U- 
rania, you need only look on the People of 4ther: 
running to meet Alcibiades victorious, and finging 
Hymns in his Praiſe ; and obſerve them another time, 
when his Affairs were not ſo fortunate, calling him 
Traitor to his Country, accuſing him, ſeeking his Death, 
and imputing to him as Crimes, all that he had done 
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for the Glory of the Commonwealth. Look back, ſays 
Florinda, on Appius accuſed ; every body, great and 
ſmall, declaim againſt him: He dies the whole 
World runs to his Houſe, will aſſiſt at his Funeral, ho- 
nour his Obſequies, and liſten to his Praiſes. Thoſe of 
Syracuſa, ſaid Iphis, crying out unanimouſly in the 
publie Streets and Places, that the Death of their — 
ought to be revenged, one ſingle Harangue charge 

them ſo much, that ſcarce would they bury him. It 
muſt be allowed, ſaid Ce/imena, that the Preſence of 
Urania had an abſolute Power over our Minds, ſince it 
has made the Converſation fall on Subjects that one 
would icarce think ſhould amuſe Perſons of our Sex.— 
—True, added Camilla, every thing ſeems to agree 
with the Plan that we propoſed to follow here ; but 
what charms me moſt 1s, that we have not wanted 
the Aſſiſtance of Urania's Library, to form an engaging 
Converſation. When there's as much Wit in a Com- 
pany as in this, anſwer'd Urania, nothing is wantin 

towards diverting themſelves but one another; _ 
believe a little Walk will be pleaſing to Cælimena. At 
theſe Words the whole Company riſing, ſhe led them 
inſenſibly to a Summer-houſe, every way opening to 
different Proſpects. There they found a Table ſet forth 
with every thing requiſite for a magnificent Collation. 
Celimena ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at this Piece of Gallantry. 
But the three Friends of Urania ſeem'd the more ſo, 
becauſe they had not ſeen her give any Orders, which 
obliged them to admire in ſecret the Manner ſhe made 
herſelf be waited on; a Wink being ſufficient for her 
to be obeyed. The Company was compleatly regaled, 
and return'd to Walking, after having greatly praiſed 
the Repaſt. They returned to the Terras, where be- 
ing ſeated, the Converſation began with the Sorrow 
Celimena exprefled, that Urania was going to quit 
them for ſome Days. I know Beli/a, continued ſhe, 
and am convinced ſhe will detain you as long as poſ- 
ſible : we ſhall therefore, in all Probability, loſe you for 
a longer Time than you imagine. Your obliging Fear, 
reply'd Urania, touches my Heart very ſenſibly ; but I 
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hope, Madam, ſo far from ſtaying there, I ſhall be able 
to perſeade Beliſa to come and ſpend a-few Days here : 
We only go to her, to be Witneſſes of a Marriage, and 
to partake with her in the Joy ſhe is going to have at 
uniting for ever two Perſons that are extremely near to 
her. I have heard talk of Cr/ames and Julia, {aid 
Celimena, and the Afflictions Beli/a had ſuffered ; and 
I affure you I am very much pleaſed at the Satisfac- 
ti ion that Orſames's Return muſt have given her, ſince 
bat terminates the Differences that were between two 
| 'amilies, which might have been equally prejudicial 
to them both. It muſt be allow'd, ſaid Acantes, that 
Hymen has great Prerogatives. Alliances among private 
People put an End to the crueleſt Enmities, finiſn Law- 
ſuits, raiſe up ruined Families, or ennoble. flouriſhing 
ones. Among Sovereigns, Marriages conclude Wars, 
aſe dangerous Emotions ; States are firengthen'd 
© thoſe ſort of Unions, they are ſupported, and often 
augmented in Honour and Power. — Tis certain, ſaid 
Urania, that we have ſeen Wars laſt thirty or forty 
Years, deſtroy whole Countries, the Inhabitants of them 
ruin'd, wandering from Province to Province, for the 
Safety of their Lives, dragging their miſerable Families 
along with them, the Land uncultivated, all Commerce 
ſtopt, Credit loſt ; Nations, at other times dreaded and 
reſpected by their Neighborrs, become their Scorn, and 
in all Probabyity going to become a Prey to their Ene- 
mies; when he, who in his Hands holds the Hearts of 
Kings, has often appeaſed theſe furious Warriors by the 
Union of Princes, who were not even born when the 
War began. We have famous Examples of this in 
France, ſaid Iphis, fir.ce the long Wars that we have 
had with Sz ain, England, and Savoy, have always been 
terminated by Marriages ; the facred Fands-of which 
bave reſtored to the Provinces their Inhabitants, Sons 
to their Fathers; reſtored Commerce, by eſtabliſhing 
Peace among Nations. May ſuch Unions, cried Acan— 
tes, be ever happy; may the avgyſt Objects of them 
that produ. de ſo much Godd, enjoy an everlaſting Feli— 
city; let Epithalamiums be ſung, Bonfires lighted a. 
an 
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and triumphal Arches erected, that their Names may be 
known and revered throughout the whole Earth. The 
Company could not help laughing at Acantes's Rap- 
ture, yet agreed that Alliances fo neceſſary for the 
Good of the People, could not be too much celebrated. 
They have always, ſaid Fhrinda, been the only Means 
to eſtabliſh Peace. Aga, King of Cyrexe, could not ac- 
commodate the Difference he had with his Brother 
Ptolemy, but by promiſing him his Daughter Berenice 
in Marriage for his Nephew. Juſtin 2 added 
Felicia, that Darius, after he had go: Poſteſſion of the 
Empire of Cyrus, married his Daughter, that it might 
appear to the Perfians, who had the Memory of that 
Hero in great Veneration, that his Scepter was rather 
continued in the Family, than put into the Hands of 
Strangers. Targuin King of the Romans, ſaid Ca- 
milla, obliged the Latins, and gain'd their Frien Gihip, 
by marrying his Daughter to Octavius Manilius Tus 
culan, one of the principal Captains of the Latin Na- 
tion. All this proves, ſaid us, how very neceitary 
Marriages are, and that without the Strength of thofe 
Bands, every thing would be in Confuſion and Diſorder. 
"Tis that has made Hortenſia and Melintas ſo happy, 
added Celimena; but whatever Pleaſure we enjoy by 
being here, I believe it is time to leave Urania at 1 
berty to think of her Departure. On this all the Com- 
pany got up; Urania endeavoured all ſhe could to kee 
them to Supper; but Celimenà telling her, ſhe was ob- 
liged to be at home betimes, they were forced to part: 
After a thouſand mutual Careſſes, and Promiſes of meet- 
ing again, they bid each other adieu. Celimena was 
{ſcarce gone, when a Man defired to ſpeak with Feli- 
cia, being order'd to come in, he preſented her with 
a Packet of Letters; ſhe knew the Hand to be Cela's, 
her Niece, the Nun that had brought her acquainted 
with Olympia: She open'd it in a Hurry, and after 
having read it ſoftly, Here is ſome News, ſaid ſhe to 
U ania, that concerns you, I ſhall now ſatisfy the Cu- 
riofity you exprels'd about Ol/ympia's Story; ſhe ſends 
it me here, wrote in her own Hand: This is Celia's 
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Letter, which will inform you of what it is neceſſary 
you ſhould know, bctore I read you what Olympia 
lays. 


CELIA to FELICIA. 


1 MING Olympia, Madam, is returned 
a 


hith.r ; ber Friendjhip for me has made her pitch 


on this Place to dedicate herſolf to Retirement in: The 
Regard you expreſs d for her makes me inform you of her 
Fate; jhe bas juft taten Vows, that deprive the World 
of the ExpeZation of her Relurn to it; as ſhe is dead to 
it, ſhe no longer mate: a Difficulty in declaring who ſhe 
is; ſe even thinks ſhe ſhews her Humility in publiſhing 


her Adtentures: And for that Reaſon, as well as out of 


Gratitude for the Affection you expreſſed for her, ſhe has 
writ you her Hiſtory, the Accidents in which will I be- 
tewe appear worthy of your Attention. She deſires you 
to communicate it to Urania, for Reaſons you ll find in 
reading it : I'm convinced you will be very much touch d 
avith the Misfortunes and Virtue of Olympia, who joins 
ith me in afſuring you of our perfect good Wiſhes. 


CELIA; 


I vow, ſaid Camilla, my Curiofity is very much 
rais'd ; I burn with Impatience to hear this Hiſtory. 
So do I, reply'd Urania, and the Reaſon Olympia 
ſays ſhe has for my knowing it, augments my Inqui- 
ſitiveneſs. As Felicia was going to read, Word was 
brought Urania, that a Valet belonging to Or/ames 
was arrived, who had a Letter for her from Beliſa; ſhe 
order'd him to be brought in: This is a Day of Meſ- 
ſengers, ſaid ſhe, laughing. Something tells me, ſaid 
Florinda, that this has ſome relation to Olympia's Af- 
fairs. The Valet coming in at, theſe Words, and 
giving Beliſas Letter to Urania, ſhe immediately read 
it aloud, 

BEL1SA 
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B ELISA o URANIA. 


E 4 R Urania, the unfortunate Arimont is this 
| Moment expired; the Afliction wwe are in at his 
Death obliges us to marry Julia without any Marks of Re- 
foicing, and to beg you not to quit your agreeable Man- 
sn, this being able to afford you nothing but Objects for 
Y your Tears. Our Lowers are to be united this Night, 
and To-morrow we ſet out for the Town, Arimont has 
left his whole Eftate to Orſames, on Condition that he 
pays an Annuity to Olympia, whom Felicia mentioned to 
you: That beautiful Lady is the Cauſe of his Death. 
This is all I have at preſent time to tell you. I embrace, 
dear Urania, you and your amiable Seciety. 


BELISA, 


Tu is is a very extraordinary Accident, ſaid Florinda. 
Then Urania aſk'd the Valet if he was to go back to 
Belija's. He anſwer'd, No; he was to go to the 
Town, to get things in Readineſs for the Reception 
of Orſames and Julia. If fo, ſaid Urania, you'll very 
much oblige me, if you will charge yourſelf with a Let- 
ter to The/amont, He having aſſured me that he would 
punctually acquit himſelf of ſuch a Commiſſion, ſhe 
wrote Thelamont word of the Alteration that Arimont's 
Death had occaſioned. The Valet promiſed her to de- 

liver him the Letter that very Night, and ſo took his 
Leave. 'The four Friends, foreſeeing that they ſhould 
not be any more interrupted, for ſome time reflected 
on what they had heard ; but being defirous to know 
more, Urania begg'd Felicia to begin Olympia's Story. 
She then opened the Packet, and read as follows, 
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The Hiſtory of OLYMPIA. 
To the Amiable FELICGIA. 


HAVE conſecrated the Remainder of my Life to 
the Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe; and to you, 
Madam, I dedicate all the Accidents of it: Don't think 
yourſelf obliged to me, for could I excuſe myſelf from 
publiſhing them, you ſtill ſhould remain ignorant of my 
trange Adventures. The Shame ſuch a Relation gives 
me, is a Piece of Humiliation I impoſe on myſelf, to ex- 
piate my Crimes. You fee, Madam, in what Situation 
my Mind is, whilſt I inform you of that which your 

ricndſhip for me makes you deſirous to know. 
CLIDANOR and Cleontes were two Brothers, ex- 
tremely rich ; their Names cannot be unknown to you, 
ſince the ſtrict Friendſhip there is between you and the 
prudent CUrauia cannot let you be ignorant of any 
thing that relates to Belifa; and conſequently you mult 
k row, that Cleontes was Hufband to the beautiful A.- 
ſeſue, and Father of Or/ames. As for Clidanor, his 
e.der Brother, his Fate (which none can avoid) mar- 
ried him to Armira, whole Alliance was neceſſary to- 
wards obtaining a Poſt of Importance, which was all 
the Fortune ſhe brought him; having but little or no 
tate, Part of that of Clidanor was ſettled on the firſt 
Child he ſhould have, whether Male or Female. Ar- 
ira was alarm'd to find herſelf without Children, after 
having been married a Year; her Ambition made her ap- 
prchenkve of loſing her Huſhand, without having an 
tſcir to fecure the Succeſſion of the Eſtate to her. This 
itea made ſuch an Impreſſion in her Mind, that ſhe 
could not refrain from truſting her. Fears with a Friend 
„ bers, a Widow, who viſited her conſtantly ; and for 
whom Clidano, had a particular Eſteem. This Lady, 
whoſe Name was Emilia, enter'd into Armira's 8 
| Ons, 
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ſons, and offer'd to ſerve her, if ſhe would follow her 
Advice; which was to feign being big with Child, and 
at the time appointed for her lying: in, ſhe would ſup] ly 
her with a diſcreet truſty Midwife, and a Counterfeit 
Child. Armira blinded by Intereſt, and certainly be- 
lieving ſhe ſhould be left aWidow, readily embraced the 
Propoſal, ſubmitting herſelf entirely to the Direction 
of Emilia's Prudence. A Month after this Reſolution 
was taken, Armira ſaid ſhe was with Child, and pre- 
tended daily to ſuffer the Diſorders proper to give Cre. 
dit to her Fiction. The Time appo.nted for her Deli- 
very being come, Emilia tent her the Woman ſhe had 
promiſed her; and her Labour being concerted to be 
in the Night. time, they took their Meaſures ſo well, that 
Armira was brought to bed about three o' Clock in the 
Morning of a Daughter, who, I muſt inform you, is 
the unfortunate Perſon now writing to you. The thing 
paſs'd perfectly well, the Execution was crown'd with 
an inviolable Secrecy, which 4rmira rewarded magni- 
ficently; and ſhe had no other Trouble in the Manage- 
ment of the Affair, than in not having Emilia's Com- 
pany : But ſhe being ſeized with a Fever the Night be- 
fore Armira's Labour, they were prevented from G&1- 
verting themſelves together with the Spcceſs of their 
Project. Emilia's real Sickneſs laſted longer than A- 
mira's feign'd one; but at length being both perfectly 
recover'd, they were inſeparable. I was nurs'd at home, 
fo that Clidanor ſaw me every Day; his Tenderneſs 
for me grew ſo great, that his Wife was ſurpriz'd at it, 
and often, in private Diſcourſe with Exilia, ſaid, that 
Nature certainly chiefly conſiſted in Prepoſſeſſion, fince 
C/idanor believing himſelf my Father, ſeem'd to have 
the Bowels and Affection of one; whereas ſhe being 
acquainted with the Truth, had no Regard for me. E- 
milia anſwer'd her, that Sympathy had ſometimes the 
fame Effect as Conſanguinity; and that it was no won- 
der Clidanor, prepoſleſs'd with the Idea of being my Fa- 
ther, ſhould love me as his Daughter, if there was that 
Sympathy between us; and if ſo, it would have the ſame 
Effect on me, and I ſhould love him in the ſame Manner. 

I 6 A YEAR 
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A VAR pais'd away in theſe Diſcourſes and Reflec- 
tions, Armira being perfectly well ſatisfied in havin 
foreſeen and prevented the Misfortunes which A 
might have befallen her on the Death of her Huſband, 
who had but an indifterent State of Health, and was but 
of a tender Complexion: But the Divine Director of 
all Things thought fit to puniſh Armira for her crimi- 
nal Precautions, in permitting her to be big with Child 
In reality, and to be deliver d of a Son; her affection- 
ate Tenderneſs for whom was ſo great, that 'twas a 
mortal A fflict ion to her to have brought into the Family 
a ſuppos'd Child, who would ſupplant her own, and rob 
him of the greateſt Part of his Fortune. But Clidanor, 
charm'd with the Increaſe of his Family, had a greater 
Regard for Armira, and employed all his Care in the 
bringing up Ariment and me; (for 'tis he and I, Ma- 
dam, who are the mournful Objects of this melancholy 
Hiſtory.) The extravagant Grief of Armira, and the 
Hatred ſhe conceiv'd for me, are not to be expreſs'd ; 
ſhe was a thouſand times tempted to diſcover the Stra- 
tagem to C/idancr, and had done it, had it not been 
for Emilia, who perſuaded her off of it, by ſhewing 
her the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Confeflion ; and by 
making her ſenſible that C/idanor's Love would be im- 
mediately changed to an Averſion for her; and that at 
leaſt ſhe ought to wait for a more favourable Opportu- 
nity for making ſuch a Declaration. 

Tuk ambitious Armira yielded to the Counſels of 
the cunning Emilia; and diſguiſed, as well as ſhe poſ- 

fibly could, both her Affliction and her Hatred. As 
for Clidanor, his Affection was equally divided between 
my Brother and me, and our Love for him compleated 
his Happ.nels. Arimont lov'd me fordiy, and I him ; 
and it ſeem'd as if paternal and fraternal Love had con- 
ſpired to add to the Aſtoniſhment of Amira, who could 
not compr-hend what ſhe call'd an odd Effect of the 
Power of Prepoſſeſſion. 8 

As Arimont and I were brought · up with the Notion 
of being Brother and Siſter, our Fondneſs, guided by 
the Pre udices of Infancy and Reaſon, did not exceed 
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the Bounds that the Nearneſs of our Blood and the 
Laws of Nature ſets us. Clidanor bleſs'd Heaven for 
the Union of his Children, at the ſame time that A.- 
mira accuſed-it of Inj uſtice: Emilia was not like her; 
ſhe ſhew'd ſo tender a Regard for me, that I found my- 
ſelf a thouſand times more inclined to love her than Ar- 
mira, Whoſe Severity made me tremble. We liv'd thus 
to the Age of fourteen or fifteen, when Armira was 
attack'd by a very violent aud dangerous Diſtemper: 
She was reduced to ſuch an Extremity, that believing 
ſhe had but a few Moments to live, ſhe reſolved to de- 
clare her Secret to Clidanor. You may gueſs, Madam, 
his Aſtoniſhmeat at ſuch a Piece of News; he was ſen- 
ſible of all the Horror of it; and though his Prudence 
made him hide it from Armira, and comfort her, by 


alluring her he pardon'd her, yet he could not over- 


come the Averſion her Confetion had given him for her. 
Armira thinking herſelf greatly obliged to Emilia, 


would not own the Part ſhe had acted in the Adventure; 


ſo that my Father remain'd ignorant of her having ad- 
viſed her to it. 

In the mean time Clidanor, after having publickly 
declared that I was not his Daughter, but a Child 
from whom his Friendſhip ſhould never leſſen, ordered 
Ari mont and me to be brought to him. My Son, ſaid 
he to Arimont, Olympia is neither my Daughter nor 
your Siſter ; the mutual Affection you have for each 
other makes me hope that you will, without Difficulty, 


conform yourſelves to my Intentions ; you, Arimont, 


out of the Obedience you owe me ; and you, Olympia, 
out of Gratitude to me, which the Education Ihave given 
you, and the Friendſhip I have ſhewa you, demand 
of you: I am not your Father, but deſire to be ſo, and 


to repair the Unhappineſs of your Deſtiny, by giving 


you Arimant tor a Huſband ; let your Brotherly Aﬀec- 
tion become conjugal, tis my Deſire; and let the 
richeſt and the moſt powerful Matches be offered for 
my Son, I will not alter my Reſolution. Tho' we 
were very young, yet we were perfectly ſenſible of the 
Alteration of our Condition; As for me, who was a 
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Year older than Arimont, I was ſo touched with Cl;- 
danor's Goodneſs, that I threw myſelf at his Feet to 
thank him; the Shame the being born of unknown 
Parents gave me, feem'd to be ſufficiently repair'd to 
me, by becoming Wife to Arimont; fo that I took 
all the Pains I could to render myſelf belov'd. Alas! 
I ſucceeded but too well! our Reaſon not oppoſing it- 
ſelf to the Sentiments which they endeavour'd to in- 
ſpire us with : We conceiv'd a Paſſion for each other 
ſo much the more violent, inaſmuch as the Force of 
Blood created a Sympathy between us; but that is a 
Myſtery which the following Narration will ſoon e- 
nough diſcover, | 

ARMTIRA recover'd, and was very well pleas'd 
with having diſcover'd her Secret. Emilia, who was 
one of the firſt that knew what ſhe had done, trembled 
for herſelf; but was ſtill more ſurpriz'd at the Reſolu- 
tion that C/idancy had taken, of marrying Arimont 
and me; ſhe repreſented to him, with all the Freedom 
of a faithful and intimate Friend the Diſproportion of 
ſuch a Match, and the Diſhonour he would do his Fa— 
mily. But he continued firm in his Deſign, and voy, d 
to put it in Execution as ſoon as Aimont ſhould attain 
to the Age of twenty. But there being five Years yet 
to come before that time, it leſſened the ſecret Uneaſi- 
neſs that tormented Emilia; ſhe hoping that in that 
time ſome Accidents might happen to break off the 
Marriage, which ſhe had juſt Reaſons to apprehend. 

We being now brought up, not as Brother and Sif- 
ter, but as being to be married together, Years roll'd 
away inſenſibly, our Love ſtill increaſing. Heavens 
Where is Divine Juſtice? Victims to the Crimes of our 
Mothers, we became ſo guilty, that they appear'd inno- 


ent, in Compariſon to us: We for ever baniſh'd the 


Names of Brother and Siiter, Terms too feeble to ex- 
preſs what we felt: We chang'd our Expreſſions of 
traternal Friendſhip, into the tendereſt Vows of invio- 
late Love, even till Death; and our Paſſion grew ſo 
violent, that Clidanor thought himſelf oblig'd to marry 
us a Year ſooner than he had intended. What tranf- 
porting News was this for paſſionate Lovers! We were 

waiting 
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waiting for the happy Day with an Impatience propor- 
tionable to our Love, when Emilia lent to defire Cli- 
danor to come to her, on an Aﬀair of the utmoſt Im- 
portance. He went, and did not return till late, with 


the utmoſt Melancholy painted in his Countenance. A 


Fore-knowledge of our Misfortune made us tremble at 
ſeeing Clidanor in that Condition; I did not dare to ap- 
proach him, but 4riment, more hardy than I, follow'd 
him into his Apartment: He continu'd for ſome time 
in a melancholy Silence ; but at length, looking upon 
his Son, Ariment, ſaid he to him, arm yourſelf with all 
the Virtue I have endeavour'd to inſpire you with fince 
your Birth, ſubdue your eagereſt Wiſhes, and let Ho- 
nour be your only Guide in all your Actions; I have a 
Secret to diſcover to you, which makes theſe Perfections 
requiſite : If it were poſſible for you to remain ignorant 
of it, I would ſpare giving you the dreadſul Stroke; 
but, my dear Son, you muſt know it, to preſerve you 
from committing a Crime; Olympia cannot be your 
Wife, ſhe is your Siſter, and my Daughter. I read in 
your Eyes the Exceſs of your Grief, ſaid he to him, ſee- 
ing Ariment turn pale; but liſten to me, my Son, and 
let my Example help you, to avoid the Misfortunes I 
haie drawn upon myſelf; I did not eſpouſe your Mo- 
ther out of Love, Intereſt was the only Motive of my 
Marriage, I was paſhonately in love, and equally be- 
loved; we have carried on our Affairs ever fince I was 
married, without your Mother's ever perceiving it : In 
the mean time the Perſon I lov'd grew big with Child, 
and perſuaded your Mother that ſhe would never have 
any Children, and therefore to make ſure to herſelf my 
-Eſtate, ſhe ought to produce a pretended Child. Your 
Mother, whoſe Ambition is boundleſs, approv'd of her 
Counſel ; ſo that the Time for that Lady's Labour be 
ing come, ſhe contriv'd to give her the Child ſhe was 
Juſt brought to Bed of, which is this fame Oly-pia my 
Ignorance had like to have made you marry. You may 
eahly judge, my dear Son, that they with Care hid 
from me ſo criminal a Contrivance : So that I, for ſome 
time, brought up Olympia as my own Daughter : You 
know, that your Mother, thinking herſelf at the Point 
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of Death, declar'd to me Pait of what I now tell you; 
but not kno ing who Olyzpia's Mother was, ſhe could 
not inform me of that. It not being poſſible for Na- 
ture to he deceiv'd, I could not look on O/zmpia with 
any other Eyes than thoſe of a Father : I at that Time 
thought myſelf inſpired with thoſe Sentiments by the 
Pity which her Beauty, her Youth, and the Misfortune 
of her Birth, rais'd in my Breaſt ; ſo that to ſatisfy, in 
ſome Meaſure, the Tendernefs I had for her, I reiolv'd 
to marry her to you : "Twas I that gave Birth to your 
Paſſion, I alone am guilty, and I beg Heaven, that the 
Puniſhment may fall on me only. But now I amin- 
form'd of the Truth, 'tis your Part, my dear Arimeont, 
to aſſiſt me to expiate the Crimes any other Perſons, as 
well as you and I, might have committed on the ſame 
Occaſion. This is what I had to inform you of, and 
what Honour and Probity forces me to confeſs to you: 
Your Silence and Aſtoniſhment is a Proof to me of your 
Affliction; but I cannot help O/p::pia's being your Siſ— 
ter now. Ci danor left off {peaking ; but Arimont was 
ſo firuck, that he fell down in a Swoon at his Father's 
Feet, without being able to ſpeak one Word. Clidanor, 
with the utmoſt Grief and Surprize, call'd for Help. 
As I was uncaly at the Length of their Converſation, I 
was one of the firſt that ran: As ſoon as Clidaror 
ſaw me, Child, ſaid he, your Brother will be the 
Death of me. Theſe Words ſtruck me with Horror; 
but the Condition in which I ſaw Arimont, prevented 
me from aſking an Explanation of them. He was, 
with a great deal of Difficulty brought to himſelf, and 
put to | ed in a burning Fever; I was at his Bed's head, 
and my extreme 'Tenderneſs for him having made me 
forget Clidauor's Words, I took my unhappy Bro- 
ther by the Hand: My dear Arimont, ſaid I to him, 
what can be the Misfortunes tha: ave put you into 
this Concirion? Can any thing be one to you, ſince I 
love you, and will never love any other? This Diſcourſe 
cover'd him with Bluſhes. Olympia, laid he, you 
ſhall not from me know the Thunder-clap that has 
overwhelm'd me, I wiſh you may have more Strength. 
to bear it than I ; but be not ſurpriz'd, if I cannot 
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ceaſe adoring you. Arimont pronounced theſe Words 
with ſo much Earneſtneſs, that I attributed them to his 
Fever; and thougkt that had made him light headed; 
for I conld not perceive why he ſhould excuſe himſelf 
to me for being faithful, when he knew I placed all 
my Happineſs in his Love. I was preparing to anſwer 
him, when I was ſent for by 4-mira: The cruel Wo- 
man had hid herſcif in a Cl:ſ\.t, where ſhe had heard 
all Clidanor's Diſcourſe to her Son, and took a mali- 
cious Pleaſure in telling me my Misfortune, without 
extenuating it. I was no ſooner near her, but the painted 
it to me, with all the Colours that could add to the 
Horror of it, accompanied with the moſt opprobrious 
Names ; and concluded her Diſcourſe, with ordering 
me to get out of her }'ouſe, the Purity of which was 
defil'd by my Birth and Paſſion. No Expreſſions, Ma- 
dam, are itrong enough to deſcribe the Emotion of my 
Heart at that Inſtant; I fill tremble when I recall 
it to Mind. Nevertheleſs the ungenerous Behaviour of 
Armira, inſpir'd me with a Rage, till then unknown 
to me. Madam, faid I to her, ſince I neither am, nor 
can be, attach'd to you, by any Ties which might ob- 
lige me to reſpect you, don't be ſurpriz'd if I te l you, 
that you are a thouſand times more to blame than I; 
that 'tis you, who, by your unjuſt Deſigns, have iſ- 
honour'd your Houſe ; and that fince Cidanor is my 
Father, let it be which way it will, tis he that ſhall 
diſpoſe of my Fate ; and therefore from him will I go 
and ſeek the Conſolations and Counſels I can no ways 
expect from you. At theſe Words I left her, and, 
pierced with the moſt cruel Deſpair, I went to Clida- 
nor's Apartment: I found him in a deep Muſe, from 
which I waked him, by throwing myſelf at his Feet; 
Alas! Sir, ſaid I to him, melting into Tears, what 
have I been hearing of, and into what a dreadful Pre- 
cipice am I fallen ! And what, ſaid he, embracing me, 
and mingling his Tears with mine, has your Brother 
had Courage enough to inform you of —— No, Sir, 
e 6 I, 4rimont has told me nothing, but Ami- 
ra has let me know all. Armira! ſaid he: And from 
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whence had ſhe learn'd the Secret? then I told him 
every thing that had paſt : You ſee, Sir, continued ], 
the Effects of Armira's Hatred; I Could eaſily juſtify 
my1.1t for the fatal Paſſion which conſumes my Soul, 
ſince "twas you that ra ſed it: But I neither can, ror 
will reproach you with any thing ; the only Favour 1 
dare beg, is to ſhe“ me you are my Father, by takin 
me hence and ſhutting me in a Cloiſter, for the rei of 
my Life ; that Abſence, Time, my Tears, and my 
Reaſon may aſſiſt me in extracting the Height of Vir- 
tue out of the very Source of my Crime. Ah! cry'd 
Clidanor, again embracing me, this Demand is already 
a Mark of the Virtue to which you aſpire. Yes, my 
dear Daughter, I will grant your Requeſt, and you 
ſhall find, that never Father lov'd more tenderly than I 
do. Then I begg'd him not to oblige me to ſee Emilio, 
apprehending the loſing my Reſclution at the Sight of 
her, He granted me every thing, and that very Day 
had me conducted to a Nunnery, the Lady Abbeſs of 
which was a Relation of his. All this was done with 
ſo much Precipitation, that I had not time to know my- 
ſelf ; but when I found myſelf without ſo much as the 
Hopes of ever ſeeing 4riment again, all my Love blaz'd 
up afreſh, I forgot what I ow'd to the Place I was in, 
and what I ow'd to myſelf; I thought all that had 
paſs'd, had only been an Artifice to ſeparate me from 
what I lov'd, the Condition that I had left him in, re- 
doubled my Deſpair. I accuſed myſelf of the utmoſt 
Cruelty, and there never ſure was Affliction like mine. 
My Father's Relation enter'd with Concern into all 
my Sorrows, and was ſo far from encreaſing them by an 
ill-tim'd Severity, that ſhe only endeavour'd to {often 
them by an extreme Tenderneſs, and endleſs Civilities. 
This Goodneſs calm'd my Tranſports, but did not free 


me from my unhappy Paſſion ; I, without ceaſing, de- 


manded News of A4rimont : The Silence they obſerv'd, 
in relation to his Health, making me conclude him to 
be in extreme Danger, threw me into Deſpair. Such 
continued Affliction at length obliged my Father's Rela- 


tion to inform me of the 'l ruth. She told me that Ar:- 
; ont 
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rout was well, that Emilia was dead, and in return for 

Services, ſhe ſaid ſhe had recerv'd from Clidanor, ſhe 

had left a confiderable Sum of Money to my Brother: 

1 kat her Death had been ſo ſudden, that Cidanor im- 

puted it to Hatred and Arcfice, and that the Thoughts 

of it had made him fall ſick himſelf, and that there were 
but little Hopes of his Life. I then was thoroughly ſen- 
ible of all my Misfortunes; I did not doubt but Emilia 
had been poiſon'd, and I was convinced that the Death 
of Clidancr would deprive me of the only Friend I 
wanted: But admire, Madam, the Weakneſs of Man- 
kind! In the midſt of my Troubles on ſuchjuſt Accounts, 
found myſelf a thouſand times more ſenſible of A- 
ment's ſeeming to have forgot me; and what ought to 
have cured my Paſſion, only increaſed it You will, 
without doubt, Madam, be ſurpriz'd to find me perſiſt 
in my Tenderneſs, when I know it muſt be criminal, 

Arimant being my Brother; but when you reflect with 
Coolneſs on the principal Canſes of Things, you'll find 
that 'tis much eaſier to paſs from fraternal Friendſhip 
to Love, than to change Love into a Tenderneſs of 
Blood: Nature by ftirring up our Inclinations, ſeems 
to prepare a Way for ſomething greater; the Prejudice 
of Infancy alone puts Bounds to it. That Prejudice 
once overcome, the remaining Fund of Tenderneſs has 

but a Step to take to become Love: Deſires and 
Hopes add to it, and nouriſh it ; and this Paſſion, join'd 

to the Strength of Blood, becomes ſo ſtrong, that Rea- 
ſon cannot overcome it but with the utmoſt Difficulty ; 

neither have I the Vanity to think that mine has arriv'd 
to that, I attribute the preſent State of my Heart only 
to Heaven, which finding in my Will what ] wanted in 

Power, has been pleas'd to ſupply it with a ſuperior 

Strength to reſtore me to my Innocence : But I ſhould 

not ſo ſoon inform you of what I am at preſent, having 

ſtill to tell you what I was for a long time. f 

I Fass'D five Months in Sorrow and Affliction, and 

if I darcd to ſay it, in Jealouſy ; always believing that 

ſome other Object had baniſh'd me out of the Heart of 
Ariment: At the End of that time, they thought them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves obliged to inform me that Ciidanor was dead, 
and that both Armira and Arimont were ignorant of 
the Place of my Retreat, and equally made Enquiries 
after it, doubtleſs with different Intentions. Ihis 
News waked my ſleeping Virtue, convinced that 4-:- 
mont ſtill loved me, ſince he endeavoured to find me out, 
My Jealouſy vaniſhed, ard my Reaſon made me, with 
Terror, ſee the Danger of falling either into his Hands, 
or thoſe of Armira. I aſk'd Advice of the Lady Abbeſs, 
to whoſe Care I was committed : She affur'd me, ſhe 
would never deliver me up either to one or the other ; 
that my Father, juſt before his Death, had begg'd her 
to take as great Care of me as of herſelf, and had ſent 
her by a ſecret Conveyance, more than enough to make 
me eaſy in the State I was in; but that ſhe did not think 
proper to keep me with her, becauſe that Houſe was 
too near Armira, and that ſooner or later ſhe would diſ- 
cover me. Therefore to avoid the ill Effects of her 
Hatred, ſhe had reſolv'd to ſend me to a Siſter of hers, 
who governed ſuch another Houſe as hers: That ſhe had 
writ to her to inform her of all the Conſequences o! the 
Truft ſhe was going to repoſe in her, and that ſhe only 
waited for her Anſwer before ſhe ſent me. What ſhetold 
me was a great Comfort to me; and having tenderly 
thanked her for her Goodneſs to me, I begg'd her to con- 
tinue it, aſſuring her that my moſt earneit Endeavours 
ſhould be to deſerve it. As ſhe had always found me of a 
gentle Diſpoſition, which had made her treat me in my 
melancholy Condition without Rigour, ſo ſhe made no 
Scruple to believe the Sincerity of my Promiſes. 

I warTED with Impatience for the Moment which 
was to carry me from a Place inhabited by Armira and 
Arimont. When one Day walking in the Gardens be- 
longing to the Houſe, and amuſing myſelf in ſeeing a 
Wall rebuilt, which join'd to a Door, that open'd upon 
a great Road, I perceiv'd ſeveral Men on horſeback 
going along. As the Door was taken off the Hinges, and 
the Breach in the Wall very large, they as calily ſaw me 
as I them ; upon which one of them ordered the reſt to 
ſtop.—Thele Words made me reſolve to fly, but I 
could 
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could not do it ſoon cnough to prevent two of them 
from being ſo near as to ſeize me ; one of them took 
me in his Arms, and, notwithſtanding my Cries, regain'd 
the high Road ; I heard ſeveral Piſtols go off behind me, 
and had given over any Hopes of Aſſiſtance, when I 
found him that held me andhis Company attack'd by an 
equal Number of Men. He that was at the Head of 
them, with Piſtol in Hand, commanded my Ravither 
to releaſe me; who anſwer'd him by firing his: But 
having miſs'd his Blow, my valiant Deliverer ſeiz'd on 
the Bridle of his Horſe, and clapping his Piſtol cloſe to 
his Head, diſpatched him. He no ſooner ſaw him ſtag- 
ger, than ſnatching me from him, he placed me before 
him, making a Sign to his Attendants to follow him : 
They had engag'd the reſt of them, but ſeeing their 
Leader with his Prey, making off with full Speed, 
they join'd him, and did the.ſame. As for me, their 
Combat had 1o terrified me, that I was in a Swoon when 
my Deliverer took me in his Arms: He did not endea- 
vour to bring me to. myſelf, but made the beſt of his 
way to a Houſe, which in all Probability he was aſſured 
of. My Raviſhers purſued him for ſome time, but 
having loſt Sight of him, and their Leader being dead, 
they did not think proper to venture another Combat, 
for Intereſts entirel, indifferent to them; ſo that the 
Unknown, who had freed me, got thither without Dan- 
ger. 1 had forgot to tell you, Madam, that the Leader 
of my Raviſhers was bare-{ac'd, but entirely unknown 
to me; and that my Deliverer being maſk'd, I could not 
diſcover who he was. As ſoon as he was in Safety, he 
employcd all his Cares to fetch me vo myſelf ; in which 
he ſucceeded, and I recovered my Senſes: As hecry'd 
Oy mpia, my dear O/ympia, am I then once more per- 
mitted ro lee you! the Sound of his Voice made me open 
my Eyes, and I knew the unfortunate Arimont. Joy, 
Fear and Sbome, had like to have made merelapſe, but 
making an Effort on myſelf, and diſentangling my ſelf 

from the Arms of Ariment; Add not to the Horror of 
our Fate, Sir, ſaid I to him, by Tranſports equally of- 
fenſive to Honour and Nature ; if you would have me 
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take as an Obligation, the Service you have juſt done 
me, convince me that I rather owe it to the Tenderneſs 
of a Brother, than to the blind Paſſion of a Lover; for 
I cannot think you would take the Title of a Raviſher 
vith regard to me ; your Virtue and mine convinces 
me of the contrary. You do me Juſtice, anſwer'd he, 
and tho' I cannot drive from my Heart Sentiments that 
make me ſhudder, yet my Paſſion does not deprive me 
of my Reaſon ſo far, as to make me defirous of ren- 
dering you an Accompliceof my Crime ; I don't ſeek to 
offend you, but to guard you from an Enemy, which 
the Laws of Nature prevent my freeing you from. 
Would to Heaven, I could in every thing obſerve them. 
I have neglected nothing theſe three Months to find out 
where you were, not With a Deſign of entertaining you 
with a Paſſion which we ought for ever to ſubdue, but 
to reſtore you what I can't but know Emilia deſign'd 
for you ſince ſhe left it to me, convinc'd that my Father 
had it not in his Power to do as much for you as he 
would have done. I was willing to contribute to your 
Eaſe in that point, by adding my Eſtate to what F:i/:a 
had left you; and had made all poſſible Enquiries after 
you, but to no eflect; when the Day before Yeſterday 
a Man belonging to me, whoſe Fidelity I haveexperienc'd, 
came and gave me notice that Armira had prevailed on 
her Steward, with the Promiſe of a great Reward, to 
run away with yon; and tkat he being pretty well ac- 
quainted with my Informer, had propos'd to him to 
be one of thoſe who were to ſupport him in that Enter- 
prize; to which he had conſented on purpoſe that he 
might have it in his Power to ſerve me: That he had 
endeavour'd to have got out of him at what Place you 
was, but that was what the Steward would not diſcover, 
afiuring him he had not told it to any that was to accom- 
pany him, and that he had taken that Precaution, that 
it might i. ot be in the Power of any one's Indiſcretion to 
prejudice his Deſign, and that the Execution of it was 
fx; d for this Day. I gave Heaven Thanks for this Dii- 
covery; encouraging the Man to be faithful to me; and 
having told him that I would follow him near enough 

nod 


L 215 ] 
not to mils of him, he returned to 4--ira's Steward. 
As for me, I provided myſelf with as many Friends as 
he had Men ; and this Morning having notice that he 
was ſetting out, I went out alone, and repair'd to a 
neighbouring Houſe where my People waited for me, 
and from whence I could fee the Road your Raviſhers 
were to take: Every thing happened as I intended it 


ſhould, I ſaw my Man with the Steward at the Head of 


his Troop ; I follow'd with mine, and obſerv'd his 
Motions ſo well, that by By-roads I purſucd him to the 
Cloiſter, where I ſaw them ſtop. As they halted, fo 
did we, but far enough off to prevent their diſcovering 
us: I had not waited a quarter of an Hour, when I faw 
the Steward making off full Speed, and my Man by his 
Side; I made no doubt but that he had got you in his 
Power, ſo without loſing time, we maſk'd ourſelves, and 
purſued them fo diligently, your Cries {till guiding us, 
that at length we overtook you: You know the reſt, dear 
O/;1mpic, and I have nothing more to add, than to aſ- 
ſure you, that I will attempt nothing contrary to your 
Glory, which is a thouſa'd times dearer to me than my 
own Life, and that my Virtue is as great as my Love. 
I covLDd not hear the latter End of Arimont's Liſ- 
courſe without ſhedding Tears : His Virtue weaken'd 
nine, which I believe would have been ſtronger, had 
his been leis : I would have ceas'd loving him, but ap- 
prehenced, w'th Dread, his loving me no more; never- 
theleſs J had Command enough over myſelf, to hide 
from him ſuch extraord nary Sentiments. I thank'd him 
for the Succour he had given me, and for his Goodneſs 
in being willing to provide for me with regard to my 
Fortune : I begg'd him not to ſtrip himſelf of his own 
Eſtate ; that what Emilia had left him, would be ſuf- 
ficient to enable me to ſpend my Days in a Cloiſter, and 
that the laſt Favour I had to beg of him, was to carry 
me back again to that from whence I had been taken, 
Tas Houle in which we were, belonging to a 
Friend of his, one of my Deliverers, he order'd a Coach 
to be got ready, and putting me intoit, himſelf and his 
Friends attending on horſeback, I return'd fafe, with- 
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-out any Accident to the Nunnery. All this Adventure 
had happen d in five Hours, fo that I found the Houſe 
ſtill alarm'd with the Loſs of me: Arimont led me to 
che Lady Abbeſs, wha. was extremely rejoiced to ſee me. - 
I inform'd her of what had paſs'd, and found ſo much 
Satisfaction in praiſing 4rimont, that I extol'd his Vir- 
tue to her in ſuch a Manner, that ſhe eaſily perceiv'd, 
he was not ſo indifferent to me as he ought to have been; 
nevertheleſs the thank'd him, and prais'd his Generoſity. 
They then concerted Meaſures proper to ſecure to me 
the Wealth he was defirous of reſtoring ; and the Con- 
verſation turn'd upon Intereſt entirely, without any 
Mention of the Sentiments of our Hearts; but when we 
were to part, they then waked with ſo much Impetuoſity, 
that there was no Mark let: of the Virtue I had ſo much 
boaſted of. Arimont's De pair was ſo great, that it 
occaſion'd mine; and never was any one ſo much em- 
barraſs'd as the Lady Abbeſs, at ſeeing the Exceſs of our 
Sorrow; but yet ſhe did not fall from her Character, but 
by Diſcourſcs, full of true Wiſdom, calm'd our Tranſ- 
ports. Arimont begg'd ner to tell him, where I was 
to go when I left her Houſe; but ſhe refus'd him, pro- 
mining him, that he ſhov'd hear News of me, through 
her: Thus w- perted, between Hope and Fearof never 
meeting more. Ihe next Day 1 ſet out for the Place, 
where the Siſter to C/idanor's Relation was Governels, 
and it was there I contracted a Friendſhip with the 
amiable Julia, your Niece, the Affection I had for her 
made me, without Lifhculty, conſent to be ſeen by you, 
tho” I knew you came from a Toun where you might 
have heard mention of me. 1 wes in that Houſe treated 
with the ſaiae Gentleneſs, and had the ſame Regard 
ſhewn me, as at the other : The Lady Abbeſs alone 
knew my Adventures and Birth. But whatever Care 
was taken to conceal me, 4rimont, once more, diſco- 
vei'd m Place cf Refuge ; and 1 was forced to ſeek a 
Retreat abſolutely uni rown leſt, being expos'd to the 
Sig, of nim. I might loſe the Fruit I expected, from 
the Lor my Keaſonevery Day made on my Tenderneſs. 
J letc therefcre this Nunnery, and ſhut myſelf up in a 

Solitude. 
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Solitude, where I was well aſſu ed I ſhould not be ſought 


for; it was a Farm, belonging to a Lady that was re- 


tir'd into the -Houſꝭ from whence I came; it was inha- 
bited only by the Farmer and his Wife, who rented it 
of her. This Flace ſeem'd to have been made on pur- 
poſe to be unknown tothe reſt of the World: The Houſe 
was in the middle of a thick Foreft, more like an Her- 
mitage than a Farm, ſurrounded with Rocks and Moun- 
tains. I repair'd to this Place with two young Women 
Attendants that the Lady Abbeſs had allotted me; and 
pretended to be a Relation of hers. I ſpent four Years 
in this Retreat, with a great deal more Tranquility 
than I couid have expected. L oiten heard from both 
the Houſes where I had been; they informed me of _ 
Death of Armira, and the Confeflion ſhe had made at 
her Death, of the carrying away of Or/azcs. I * 
mired her boundleſs Ambition, and Arimont's Probity 
but what was molt ſurprizing to me, was my Own We 
timents : For, Madam, Arimonei's Proceeding with Be. 


rf 
/i/a charm'd me; not as an inte; 125 over, but as a 


Siſter attentive to his Glory. I read his Name in 8 
Letters I receiv'd, and could — ven pronounce it with - 
out bluſhing, as I uſed to do. 'I'his Alteration ftrenotl- 
ed my Reflections, and I at length repented my hav- 
ing had ſo lol ng time contrary Sentiments: J gave 
Thanks to Heaven, and finding myſelf firc ag enough 
to perſiſt in my Reſolutions, and hav ing nothing more 
to fear from Armira, I defired to return to the Nun- 
nery where Celia was; but they would not as yet ad- 
t me, that [ off he be ſtill better formed. 

I conTinveD ſix Months longer in my Retreat; 
when, as a laſt Piece of Nes to crown all, they {ent 
me word that Orſames was returned, and of the Friend- 
{ip between him and 4rimont: And as this took up the 
Time of the latter very much, I might embrace this Op- 
portunity of returning. I realily complied, and re-en- 
ter'd into my Nunnery with extreme Joy, and I was 
receiv'd with the ſame : And as Arimont and Changes 
Relation had ſecured to ao what Emilia had _ and 
that I could difpoſe of it w] ere | pleaſed, I reſolved to 


„ K e 


3 
II 


© 5 


— — 


[ 218 ] 


beſtow it on the N ; unnery where I was, and to enter 
into their Way of Living, by taking Vows, which might 
for ever hide me from the reſt ot the World : I had 
now pais 'd my Year of Probation, during which time 
my Reſolutionand Reaſon improved, and I got Strength 
enough even to ice the unhappy Arimont, who deſir' d 
it ſo earneſtly, that it was not thought proper to refuſe 
him ſuch a Satisfacti ion, eſpeclally as there was nothing 
to be tear'd on my Side. I received him as a Brother, 
who was entirely dear to me, and to whom I was infi- 
rite] y obliged ; but I did not dare to expreſs too much 
Tenderneis, lett I ſhould have given him an Opportu- 
nity to have men his. He ſaw the Conſtraint I put 
upon myſelf, and regulating his Behaviour accordingly, 
he hid from me as "much as poſſible the Affliction of 
his Soul: He told me the II iſtory of Orſames and Ju- 
{ic, and I entertain'd him with the Satisfaction I en- 
ioy'd in my Retreat. Thus our Interview paſs'd in a 
mutual Confidence in each other , notwithſtanding the 
Conframt we both put upon durſelves. Arimont de- 
fired me to 1.t him know the Day I was to make my 
os on; Which 1 promis'd him, and ſo we parted. 
As the Part J aRed was very proper for me as well 
in regard to the Mi: fortune of my Birth, as to the Er- 
1 had been guiity of ; fo ! ſhoald have been very 
well pleas'd if my Bt rother would haveenter'd intoſome 
Rogagen nent, which might have taken from _ as 
well as me, all paſt Rem anbrance of our unhappy Ad- 
Ventures 3 by ut it was not decent for me to propoſe ſuch 
a thing to him; it might have drawn upon me an An- 
Wer pe erhaps offenſive to my Intentions, and I was not 
10 well affured of myſelf, but that I apprehended his 
Refuſal might eicher give me Satisfaction, or elſe his 
Conſent be an Affliction to me: So I got his Relation 
to propoie it to him, and ſhe even offer'd him a very 
alvantageocs Match. but he begg'd her not to preis 
him on cha R Content yourſelf, Madam, fa; d he 
to her, with what Reaſon has made me do, in relation 
to O ν , my Heart cannot admit of any other Ob- 
je& ; 1 admire her Virtue, and eſteem her a thouſand 
times 
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times the more for it : I praiſe her Change, and her 
Reſolution ; but it is impoſſble for me to imitate her; 
all that I can do, is not to let her diſcover any Tokens 
of my Deſpair. This is all that could be got from him. 
- was Extremely touch'd at the Situation his Mind was 
but as the State of mine was a Work of five Years, 
my "Concern did not retard my Reſolution. It is now 
eight Days ſince I put my happy Deſign in Execution, 
by dedicating myſelf for ever to him, on waom alone 
depends the Felicity of Mankind, I gave Arimant no— 
tice of it, 1 my Promiſe; | but hearing nn 
News of him, 1 appi drehend ſomething that is dreadful : 
pray ince Nantly to Heaven for him, and pour fort}: 
my moſt ardent Vows for the Return of! his Reaſon and 
Tranquility. 
Yov lee, Madam, the State of my Heart at preient ; . 
you have known it {o full of Gr: if and Unealineſs, tha: 
1 thought myſelf © oblig'd t to acquaint you with the Al- 
eration ; at the ſame time aſſuring you, that the! *13 
not the leaſt | in the Eſteem and F riendſhip With which 
you have inſpired 
OLT 
I yox'T believe, ſaid LV, tecing Felicia had d done 
reading, there was ever any Adventure more ſurpriſing 
tian this of © [ym ia, It is the more pre led 
da, becauſe it inſpires us with compa Monate Admi— 
ration. True, ſaid Camilla, fo much Virtue ſhines 
throughout it, notwithſtanding the moſt paſſionate and 
aſt p ardonab le Paſhon, that we cannot but pity O/jpmpia 
ad Arimnt as two anfor:unate Lovers. I am ſo af- 


fected with it, ſaid Felicia, that 1 almoſt accuſe Fate 


= 


40 


with Inju ſtice; I would have given any I hung, that 


they had at laſt prov'd not Brother and Siſter. I wa 
1 h opes that it might have ended ſo, reply'd Urania; 
but as Oi mpia does not relate a Fiction, we muſt bo 
contented with the Truth of it as it is. What troubles 
me mol ſaid Camilla, is Arimont's Death; it is plain 
Olpr; — not know it, becauſe ſhe takes no notice 
ot it; and [ am pierc'd with Grief when I think of the 
Ig 2 Heart- 
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Heart- breaking News that it will be to her; but I can- 
not comprehend why ſhe deſired Urania ſhould be in- 
form'd ot ler Adventures. Her Reaſon is very ealy to 
be $i efs'd, reply d ſhe: O/ympia knows of my Intimacy 
with B. liſa, that Arimont being at her Houle, I might 
with Eaie find an Opportunity to tell him of what 1 
knew concerning her; the Fear of expreſſing too much 
Senſibility, prevented her mentioning it in her Narra- 
tion. As for informing her of his Death, It mult be 
done by ſome body elle, for I ſhall not charge myſelf 
vith ſo melancholy a Commiſſion. 

PeRHaAPs, ſaid Felicia, O/;7:pia had that in View, 
but I rather believe fic had ſome ſtronger Motive; for 
knowing Urania to be an Acquaintance of B. * ſhe 
thought it very probable that ſhe might know-Arimont's 
Hiſtory, and conſequently her pretended Crime ; which 
made her be willing to inform her of the Truth of the 
Matter, t! * ſhe might recover the Eſteem ſo extraor- 
din: ary a Paſſion might have made her forfeit. The 
Circumkances, reply'd Uranzia, take off from the Hor- 
rOr © f it; and I think O/jp-pia as wortky of Admira- 
tion in ker Change, as ſhe was of Pity, where ſhe was 
blinced with her Love. There have been ſuch Paſſions 
heretofore, added Flarinda, but they could only raiſe 
up Indignation, as they ow'd their Birth to Vice. 
here is ſomething in this natural, and yet uncommon, 
that we hear it without Horror, and can't help being 
touch'd at EN Here you ſee che Stren 2th of Virtue, 
11d Lelicic | Yet, ſaid Can Les, what now appears to 
be a monſtrous Crime, as in former Times the Cuſtom. 
The Ex e, 75 thought no Alliances ſo agreeable, as 
what were in their Own Families; and great Numbers 
of their Kings were married to their Siſters. 

Var you fay is very true, ſaid Felicia; but as 
there is no Law, or Religion, but what Time retines, 
under the Reig n of Ptolemy the Great, the ſame People 


I 


deteſted wh 1at their Prede ceilors allow dof: That Prince 
having a long time winked at the, wicked Inclinations 


of Ceraunus, his eldeſt Son, could not ſtifle the Horror,? 


his raviſhing the Princeſs his Siſter, filled him with; 
and 
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and this laſt Crime determined him in the Reſolution 
of crowning Polen Philadeipo: 1, his ſecond Son, 
during his Life-time. It 1s certain, ſaid Camilla, that 
moit of thoſe who have made Laws, have rather fol- 
lowed their Paſſions than Juſtice, Ambition, Hatred, 

and Love, have heen the Law-givers among Men. 1 
don't condemn your Idea, reply'd Urania; but as 
there have been Men truly wiſe, whoſe Conduct has 
been intirely regulated by Juſtice and Equity, we mult 
liſten to what they have preſcribed, and not hearken 
to thoe who have frayed from the Paths they had 
ſhewn them. 'This is what ought to be, ſaid Florinda, 
but when the Laws in force are found repugnant to 
our Inclinations, we then look up to paſt Ages, for 
favourable Examples that may authorize our Paſſions 
and Weal:neiles. Have not the Heathens great 
Reaſon to believe that every 'Thing was allowable in 
them, in reading the Works of Ovid, and may not they 
with Juſtice i imagine, that the Diſorderlineſs of the Gods 
excuſes that of Men? This might have been, anſwer'd 
Felicia, if the Heathens had been Maſters of that 
Underſtanding they have boaſted ſince; but they had 
enough, eſpecially 1 in the time of that illuſtrious Roman, 
to know that his Metamorphoſes contain'd divine Mo- 
rals, and that in playing upon their Gods, he ridiculed 
much more the Credulity of Men. Now you have 
mention'd Oi, interrupted Camilla, I muſt read a 
Letter directed to him: I don't know whether it is a 
Tranſlation or an Invention, but T think it worthy of 
your Attention, 1 had it from a Perion of Learnivg, 
who very much etecm'd it. This is it, added ſhe. 


CIPARISSA to Ovi. 


Am ſaspriged, Ovid, that ſo fine on Und ending, 
and. f lime a Genius as yours, ould make Gods more 
vicious than Men. If it is defiened as a Satire on the 
Iorſpip that is paid them at Rome and in Greece, / 
do not think it becomes a Roman Knight to cenſure his 
R-ligion, only. to ſhew us the Extent and Depth of bis 
K 5 Wit. 
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Mit. Cannot you give us more venerable Diwvinities 
than thoſe of your MM et. morpheſes ? But eſpecially owght 
vor not to te favourable fo your CUN Sentiments in the 
Fele of Venus? Is it poſſible that ſo great a Man as 
{ 10, ho fe avel; unde an as toe Art of 1 /e, Ang. and 
1 perfoeely ævell treated en that of Loving, jhoutd 
abe the Qoiher of Lowe, the Divinity of bis imagi- 

; Hceate fy ih? mf aboerdon'd of her Ser 7 I cr, /d 
not wveur Pen have acguir'd as much Glory, in ſpraking 
the Truth, er at lcaſt Pretabilities ® Were ihe Charms 
" the Fable regrifiie teawards enchanting us? IF hy did 

not rether pretend that Venus avas Daughter to ore 
tet fl Kings of the Ferth; that the Men of that 
| but the DiFates of Nature, dre 
ignorant c a Choice or a 7 aſ*e cas; but that ra- 
Hing their Neceſfities without Delicacy, like the Brutes 
they were at war with, mixing without Diſtindtion, and 
multiplying blindly, the Fathers did not know their Chil- 
Aren, nor the Women their Huſbands. This Venus, am 
Heewen had endew'd <vith à moſt divine Beauty, finding 
2 herſelf different Notions than avere in her Cotempo- 
raries, had form'd the Deſign of teaching them a Union 
much more perfect than what they had. That this Prin- 
coſe, inſpir'd by the Supreme Beings, had aſſembled to- 
gether the Women that foſjefſed the moſt Charms, aud 
that Incaring Jer own vex more eaſy to be per funded 
then the Men, hed began publiſhing her Precipts to them, 
convinced that Men ſhould ſoon learn if they would but 
give themſelves the Trouble of inſtructing them. That 
Princeſs ſet forth the Herror of giving themſelves up to 
the Laws of Nature, wuithout the Heart's being any 
c cencern'd ; avhich being the nobleſt Part , Men 
ought to govern all the Afitens of their Lives: 7 hat 
fence that inſpired them with Courage, Generefity, ond 
a Thirſt for Fame, it might alſo give them a fefter Pe- 


ion, which avould complete their Felicity. In order to 


awhich, they muſt each of them make a Choice, but avith 
Caution and Taſte, governed by the natural Sympathy 
that ſhould make them incline to one Object ſooner than 
another ; that this Sympathy would ſoon form Sentiments 

a 'ch 
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"vaich ſhould be called Lowe, which Lowe would produrt 
Delicacy, which was alone the Source of all Pleaſures. 
That jhe imagined Wit, and Beauty, ſufficient to capti- 
vate thoſe they ſhould pitch on; arith auhich Aſiftance 
they avould give more certain and lively Wounds to the 
Men, than their Arrews did to the Brutes. That if 
tire Men fond wot approve of this Union, they ſhould 
ini dt. ate. ly . tem their Comp any, perſuaded that 
ſince the 7 orld could nct ſulſiſt æuithout them, they 
auould be forced to obey what "Laws they ſhould pleoje 
to lay on them, Father than not poſſeſ- them. That theſe 
Lee ons, be: ng often repeated, bat been attend d with 
2. fudden an Effect as Venus had promiſ.d herſelf 3 and 
q Concert with her beautiful Diſciples, they attacked 

ve Men with Charms tha* fired their Souls, who Found 
themfelves animated with an Ardiar, not fer Gt; ry on 
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licity than Loving, aud being beloved. Tha'tthis Prix- 


= den. but with ſomething that comprehended beth 4 
| % Paſſions : That the Jane Sym path ge erding their 3 
| yl as well as they that attacked them, each made HP 
: their Choice accor ding as they had been wcunded ; from * 
: auhich Moment, Mortals began to know no gt a Fe- 1 ; 
1 Wi 
g ceſs Venus, b: ing Inwentriſs of this delicate Motion, 4 
; which ſoc had named Love, was looked upin as the Mo- bY 
7 ther of it, and of the Graces, becauſ” ſhe cb afſified by Wl. 
7 the moſt 3 zutiful WH omen F ber Time. | That this mu- [| ld 
F tual Engagement had been found fo be. bfi, that ey 105 
1 co embraced it wade a God of it, <vith a Bandage be- kd 
= fore it's Eyes, th ſtew that it i; a Sentiment, the Force wy 
i Til avhich is invincible; and made a Godde 15 of her, that | 
y bad firſt drawn the Heart out of the Chaos 27 a. 
5 | «rapped in. By this prob. le Sberg, O gallant Ovid, 
*. you awould lade made the Deity you hawe fo often ſacri- 
£7 ficed, ta be reſpefted; and perhaps - the Delicacy would 
3 lade had ſuch an Effea upon vou, as 60 prevent your 
FR being the 10, inconftant of Men. IF you conld have 
'}, been a Lover, ævitheut being a Debauchee, you avould 
ly have form'd a * enus, and Mother of Lowe, au . 
kd painting her wicious, Forgive, illuſtrious Roman, the 
_ Criticijiz of a Woman, wwhom you have not ſcorned tu 
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teach; and who has, by reading your divine Works, 
beceme more learned and nice, than by all thc Care that 


Avguſtus and Livia 00x her Education. 


Tris Work, ſaid Urania, is of a very ſingular 
Gouſt; the Idea of it appears to me to be entirely new: 
She that compoſed it ſeems to accuſe Ow for follow- 
ing his own Temper more than Reaſon, and would per- 
ſuade us, that in all Writings there enters a vaſt deal of 
the Humours and Inclinations of the Author. Itisim- 
poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, anſwer'd Felicia: Yet, 
vhen a Writer deſcribes Ambition. Cruelty, or Love; 
it does not follow of certain Conſequence, that he him- 
ſelf is ambitious, cruel, or in love. No certainly, ſaid 
Camilla ſmiling, for J have very often wrote Verſes ex- 
tremely tender, yet love nothing. This Proof, reply'd 
Florinda, is not ſufficient ; your Verſes ſhew the Diſpo- 
ſition of your Mind, tho' it has met with no worthy 
Object; which we may reaſonably imagine is the Rea- 
ſon you do not employ the Stock of Tenderneſs that is 
in your Soul. It is true, {aid Urania, that we do ſome- 
times diſcover ourſelves in our Writings ; but it is nota 
general Rule: There are Men who know perſectly 
well how to deſcribe beautiful Actions; without being 
capable of performing them. An Author often attri- 
butes to his Hero Virtues he knows nothing of; yet if 
I had the Talent of Writing, I ſhould ſooner lay open 
and deſcribe my own Sentiments, than to owe to my 
Invention waat my Heart is ignorant of. There are 
few People of that CharaQer, reply'd Camilla; we 
every Day meet with Numbers, who pretend to be ex- 
ceſſively modeſt, in regard to their Wit, Beauty, or Ta- 
lents; yet with a great deal of Boldneſs make Elogiums 
on their Hearts: If one were to liſten to them, they are 
all generous, good-natur'd, fincere, faithful; in ſhort, 
endow'd with all the Qualities that we know they ought 
to have; when nobody allows them but themſelves. I 
find, ſaid Urania, we have put Camilla into a Hu- 
mour to moralize, and that we inſenfibly forget it 15 
time to go to Supper. Saying this, ſhe led her Friends 
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into the Hall, who placed themſelves at Table. Supper 
being over, they reſumed their Walk, and uſual Con- 
verlation. 
I THINK, ſaid Camilla, a fine Night is preferable to 
the fineſt Day. So do 1, reply'd Urania, but T am 
ſurprized to find you of that Opinion; your Heart and 


Mind being free from all Engagements, [ thought 
the Moon and Stars had been admir'd only by thoſe in 


love. That Stock of Tenderneſs, reſumed Camilla, 


ſmiling, with which you juſt now reproach'd me, may 
be, perhaps, the Occaſion of it, I am perſuaded in- 
deed, cried Florinda, that when the Heart is in that Si- 
tuation Urania ſpeaks of, NE has Charms which are 
not to be found in Day; the Soul recollects its Vi- 
gour, without being taken off, or diſtracted. 
When one loves tenderly, that is certainly the beſt Time 
to think of the beloved Object. Ah! fe join'd Nania, 
my dear Flori naa, there is no Time fixed for that. 
The dazzling Glories of the Sun, or the ſoft 
gentle Shades of Night, are equ ally employ'd by thoſe 
truly touch'd with that engroſſing Paſſion. Nothing can 
be more certain than this, added Felicia ; when we are 
affected with a piercing Grief, or great T enderneſs, s, the 
Imagination is taken up with it both Night and Day, 
and ſometimes too we are ſo loſt in Contemplation, we 
know not the Difference between them ; ſo little is 
any thing elſe capable of interruprigg This is as much 
as to tell us, ſaid Camilla, embfacipg Urania and Fe- 
licia, the Situation of both ygur Minds ; but! hope a 
happy Return of Orepbanes and 7 belumont will ſoon 
permit you to taſte the Pleatures of both Night and 
Day : In the mean time I adviſe you to take the Re- 
poſe I wiſh you. I find, ſaid Uraria, ſmiling, the 
indifferent Camilla is inclined to go to Bed, and only 
invites us to take the Repoſe he wants herſelf. You 
are in the Right, added F/:rinde, how great an Admirer 
ſoever ſhe may pr: :end to be of the Night, I believe 
ſhe had much rather enjoy the Beauties Fit aſleep, than 
waking. However that be, replied that agreeable 
Lady, we will not carry our Reflections any farther ; 
K 5 for 


— — — 
— = 
* _ 


L 1 — 
OS — —V—-— 
— —— 
— * -, 
, - 7 wt * 
» = * 


— . —— 
A 0 
- 
— 


r ED TE SS Ca abs 


1 


" N 
1 ' 
4 . 4 
CRY 
ä = 
\ . 1 - 
1 c 
: 
1 
1 
8.3 
[] a 
, * 


[ 226 
for I am ſure Urania is tired with talking and hear. 
ing it; it is Time to leave her at Liberty to enjoy her 
own Thoughts. I never am happier than when with 
my Friends, ſaid Urania ; but I think, at preſent, we 


will come into your Propoſal. At theſe Words, they 


all walk'd back to the Houſe ; Urania and Felicia 
waited on Camilla and Florinda to their Apartment; 
and afterwards, retiring to their own, paſs'd the Night 
wich the pleaſing Hopes, that The/amont and Oro- 
hants would ſoon, by their Preſence, reſtore that Joy 
to their Hearts, which their Abſence had deprived 
them of. 


THE 


I 227 ] 


SORE Oct Ts 


eee VAI 


T H E 
SAI H DAM 


| 39 LEFP did not take ſo entire a Domi- 
KY 5 nion over the four beautiful Friends, as to 


make them riſe later than uſual. 7 Ania 


2 
IS 8 I and Felicia were ſcarce out of their 
N Apartments, betore they perceived Flo- 
SORE; rinda and Camilla coming to enjoy the 
fineſt Morning in the World; they repaired to the Banks 
of the River, and followed the Courſe of .t along Time, 
diſcourſing of common Things, which occaſionally pre- 
ſented themſelves to their View But when the Soul 
is naturally inclined to great Things, it never wants Op- 
portunities to exert itfelf, Flori nda — the 
beautiful Meads, that bordered the other Side of the Ri- 
ver, covered with Sheep, thoſe meek and innocent Crea- 
tures, feeding in Tranquil! ty, under the Eye of a Shep- 
herd, and the Guard of his Dog; cried out in a ſort of 
Rapture, How happy would Mankind be, if they had 
Leaders as watchful of their Neceſſities and Safety! and 
how great would be the Felicity of Princes, if their 
Subjects hved in the ſame Union, Peace and Concord, 
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that theſe Animals do —Tnis Reflection, anſwer' d 
Urania, is wile and judicious, and puts me in mind of 
a Paſlage I read laſt Night, in Dennis of Hali carnaſſus: 
He ſays that a Deputy from the Dalnatians, named 
4. , being ſent to Rome, to treat with the Emperor 

iberius, on the Revolt of Da/matia, was aſked by that 
Prince, Why thoſe Nations ſo much endeavour'd to 
ſhake off the Roman Yoke ? Cæſar, anſwer's! Batto, I 
will ſatisfy your Curioſity with all the Frankneſs of a 
Dalmatian Soldier, who knows not how to diſguiſe 
the Truth. The n are alone the Cauſe of the 
frequent Re volts of our Provinces ; for, initcad of ſend- 
Ing us a wiſe, prudent, and couragious Shepherd to lead 
our Flock, and Dogs to de end them, they only fend us 
Tavaging urn to murder and tear us to Pieces: 
This h nas made cur Peſpair often change us from Lambs 
to roaring Lions, who have ſometimes devour'd the Ro- 
Mon Lat gle. It is natural, ſaid Felicia, to deſire to 
ſhake off Chains that are too heavy : Slavery 1s of it- 
ſelf grievous enough, the Impoſers of it need not add 
to the We ght of it. In my Opinion, a Prince cannot 
ſhew Humanity enough to Yeop!e, over whom hereigns 

only by Ri 4775 t of C inqueſt, Thus acted Juli us Ceſar, 
added Camila; he made ſich modeſt Uſe of his Vic- 
tory, that the Conquered were often as well contented 
as the Conquerors: This Gentleneſs gain d him ſuch 
Nut nDers of Friends, and io conſiderably augmented 
is Party, that he overcame every thing that oppoſed 
hin 1 ; and nothing but ] reaſon could have made that 
creat Man fall ; a Treaſon to fatal to the Actors in it, 
that they all died ſoon after, of a violent Death. It 
15 certain, iaid F/crizda, that Cæſar v as one of the 
greateſt Men among the Ancients; and I can't conceive, 
how any one can place Aleæander before him. Alex- 
and r, interrupted Fe ow, under the Eyes ol Leonidas, 
his Governor, and A4riftotle, his Preceptor, was juſt, 
mild, tem Fer ate, generous, and fo liberal, that he gave 
way ever Thing in his Power: I have read, that 
Lec::idas tell. ng him, one Day, that if he went on in 
his Liberalitics he would leave himſelf nothing: Fear 
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it not, reply'd that Monarch ; T have an inexhauſtible 
Treaſure, that will always ſuppiy me with ſufficient to 
acquit myſelf of the Promiſes i have made to Ariſtotle. 
Yet, ſaid Urania, after his Conqueſts, from being 
wiſe and virtuous, he became debavched. and cruel 
enough to kill, with his own Hands, is dearelt Friends, 
abandoning himſelf co the moſt deteſtable Vices, expoſ- 
ing ſome to wild beaſts, and putting others to eath 


on the leait Suipicion, without having any P.egard to 


thoſe to whom he was the molt obliged. The M-urn- 
ing that he enjoin'd for the Death of t/epe/icor, which 
he nude extend to the vileſt Animals, ſhew'd his Vice 
and Foliy in their utmoſt Extent. On the contrary, Ju- 
lius Cæjar alw 75 polleſs'd the Virtues that Al au⁰der 
was once adorn'd with. This laſt reſum'd his Virtue 
only at his Death, Cæſar never laid it aſide: He had 
fo few human Infirmities, or at leaſt fo well conceal'd 
them, that hi greateſt Enemies could not find enough 
to tarniſa his Glory. Ihe greateſt Pleaſure he could 
have, was in rendrirvg oth ers happy ; and in Propor- 
tion, as Fortune declar'd itſelf on his Behalf, he made 
his Friends partake With him, and even ſought them 
out in their moſt hidden Retirements. Alexander 
vannted that he held Fortune in Chains. Cæſar knew 
her, and m ruſted her, aiming at the Accompliſhment 
of his Deſigns with Deliberaiion, not being willing to 
expoſe hi miclf to the C aprices of io uncertain a God- 
dels. I find. {aid Urania, that our Converiation is 
not like to end here, and therefore let us take our Places, 
till the Sun and Dinner-time interrupt us. 

Eyk RT body being the. efore ſeated, Flarinda, who, 
by her Relle&t'on, had given Birth to this Diſcourſe, 
turning herſelf to Uraria; you ſee, ſaid ſhe, the Ef- 
fect of your Preſence ; aflociating with you makes us 
endeavour even to think as you do: vince my being 
here, my Mind aims at nothing but what may improve 
it. What you ſay, reply d Urania, is very much to 
my Advantage ; but I ſhould be very much concern'd 
if you thought I intended fo much to confine my Ima- 
ginations, as not to Jet you ſay or think of any thing, 
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but what ſavours of Learning; you know me well 
enough, to be ſenſible that there is nothing I ſo much 
endeavour to avoid, as to be thought to aim at the Cha- 
racter of being learned: I am not ſo, but I endeavour 
to inform myſelf; and if 1 had not found you in a Hu- 
mour to amuſe yourſelves with exalted Matters, I 
ſhould have endeavour'd to have diverted your Minds 
from any thing that might have fatigued them. There 
is no need, aniwer'd Felicia, for your juſtifying your- 
ſelf thus; we take a great Pleaſure in ſhewing that our 
Ideas are conformable to yours: Florinda is, I am 
ſure, of my Opinion; ſince, by her Reſſection. ſhe 
drew you into repeating ſo curious a Paſſage; and Ca- 
milla has ſhew'd the Brightneſs of her Genius, in the 

Difference ſhe has remark'd between Cz/ar and Alex- 
ander. As for me, {aid Camilla, I know very well 
that I am not learned, neither have I the Ambition of 
appearing ſo; but I give up myſelf with Attention to 
what J read, that I may remember it again on Occaſion, 

and make Reflections on it, according to my Capacity 
As for Example, I think I can never make enough on 
the Ruin of ſo many great Empires, the Names of 
which are ſo much celebrated in Hiſtory ; and yet there 
are now no other Remains of them ; their Chan ge of 
Maſters has been their Ruin: The Ambition of lome, 

and the Weakneſs of others, have occaſioned thoſe Re- 

volutions, which have at length reduced them to no- 
thing. Arbafus having exterminated Sardarapalus, 

King of the A/yrians, transferr'd the Empire to the 
Medes: Cyrus tranſported it from the Medes to the 
Perfians; and Alexander, from the Perſians to the 
Macedonians, Thus in ſeveral Ages happened theſe 
different Changes, which being attended with that of 
taeir Cuſtoms, Manners, and Religions, have quite ex- 
tinguiſh'd even the Names of thoſe that were once ſo 
renown'd. The Renan, ſaid Flerinda, had a much 
more reſin d Piece of Policy; they always depriv'd of 
their Dignities all the State and Kingdoms they could 
join to their own Dominions, leaving the Name of King 


to none but their moſ intimate Allies; which was not 
a very 
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very glorious Title for them; for the leaſt Roman valued 
himſelf far above the greateſt Monarch. What happen'd 
to Ptolemy, ſurnamed the Piper, added Urania, is a 
Proof of what Florinda ſays : This Ptolemy was Father 
of the famous Cleopatra, and was driven from his Do- 
minions by a general Revolt of his Subjects; this Prince 
having the good Fortune to eſcape, took the Reſolution 
of going to Rome, to beg their Aſſiſtance. In going thi- 
ther he touch'd at Rhodes, where he learn'd that Cato 


was lately arriv'd ; he ſent a Compliment to him, and 


begg'd the Favour of an Interview. Caro ſent him 
back Word, that he might come to him, for his Houſe 
Was always open to choie who were in Alliance, or had 
any Affairs to tranſact with the Roman Republic. The 
King was ſurpriz'd at fo rough an Anſwer, and was, 
for ſome time, in doubt what he ſhould do; but his In- 
tereſt, at length, determining him, he went to Cato: 
But his Aſtoniſhment was very much increaſed, when 
he heard that Roman, without ſo much as riſing, aſk 
him, if he came to Cato, or to a Roman S:nator. The 
Greatneſs of Ptolcmy's Surpriſe made him for ſome 
time ſilent. This Prince, accuſtom'd to ſee every body 
on their Knees who ſpoke to him, ng it very ex- 
traordinary, that a Man plain dreſs'd, and who ſhew'd 
no Marks of that Grandeur which the Romans ſo well 
knew how to dazzle the Eyes of Strangers with, ſhould 
treat him in that Manner, Nevertheleſs he replied, that 
he came as an Ally of the Remane, to ſee a great Man, 
whoſe Reputation was ſpread all over the Earth. Let 
that alone, interrupted the fierce Senator, and come to 
the Alliance. Pt#o/emy was almoſt diiconcerted at this 
Anſwer; but at length told him, he was an Ally of the 
Remans, and that that Alliance had been ſworn to on 
the Altar of Jupiter Capitolinus, which had render'd it 
inviolable ; that he was going to Rome to demand Af- 
ſiſtance from the Senate, againſt his Subjects that had 
depoſed him, and placed his eldeſt Son in his Throne. 
Believe me, Ptolemy, cry'd Cato, turn back again to 
Egypt, I'll embark with you, and will myſelf alone 
re-eſtabliſh you: But if you go to Rome, to Pompey's 
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Houſe, where I know your Lodging is appointed, you 
will be the Prey of the different Parties that will be 
form'd on your Affair. Tis known that you are 
powerful in ready Money, and the Cor: ption of moit 
of the Sena ors have made them already oo, on your 
Treaſures as their own: You muſt in Perſon ſollicit 
from Door to Door, and debaſe the Royal Tajeity; and 
after chele Submiſſions and Ex pence, you ill be at laſt 
obliged to return, without etiecting any ting. Pro- 
lemy could not but admire that great Man; his Counſel 
was prudeut, and he1n-iin'd to follow it: But the Per- 
fons that Pompey had plac'd about him determin'd to 
go on to Rome, which he had Reaſon to repent, for 
every hing that Cato foretold happen'd. Judge by 
this Paſſag e, continued Urania, in what Manner the 
Romans were wont to treat Kings. There are great 
Numbers of the like Examples, ſaid Felicia; but to 
return to what Camilla ſaid on the Revolutions of Em- 
pires: I believe their Ruin is always ee by 
the Want of a lawful Heir. The Dominions that a 
Prince poſſeſſes in right of Conaueſt or Election cannot 
be ſo well ſupported as thoſe chat are heredicary. It 
an Empire be invaded by Force of Arms, another Con- 
queror ſeeks to deſtroy the firſt ; thus — the 
People become a Prey to the moſt fortunate ( Conqueror. 
If it is by Flection, the different F arties of the Fretend- 
ers cauſe a'l Huble diflicult to be calm'd; he that is 
excluded never deſiſts from endeavouring to ſupplant 
him that is choca; Wiich tumultuous Diſſentions mult 
infallibly deſtroy the m t flonriſnung Empires. Inſtead 
of which, a Kingdoms ſupport themſelves by 
the Number of their Princes, who are by Birth alone 
called up to the 3 Then you are of Plato's 
Opinion, ſaid Florinda, who ſays, that every Change 
in a State s o be fear'd, whether it is by Conqucſt or 
Election We may therefore boldly conclude, that he- 
reditary States are the mo. permanent; ſince when a 
lawful Heir ſacceeds, the waole Kingdom ſubmits, and 
acknowledges him without any Diſpute, 
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Ir is true, added Camilla, that elective Kingdoms 
are ſubject to great Kevolutions, witneſs what has hap- 
pened in our time to Poland, We have. fince the Death 
of Jobn Sobieſci, Teen that Kingdom become a Prey to 
Strangers; the Germans, Swedes, and Muſcowites have 
ravaged thoſe beautiful Provinces, and have, in their 
turns, look'd upon them as an Enemy's Country, In- 
ſomuch that Poland may be now look'd for even in Po- 
land herſelf. Whereas had the had an aflured Succeſ- 
ſor, there would have been n0 Door left open to all thoſe 
Pretenders, nor no Room for tueirCabals and Intrigues. 
Alexender, {aid Uraniz, being on his Death-bed, an- 
ſwer'd his Courtiers, w hen they y alk'd him who ſhould 
ſucceed him, 7 he mot xwortby. Then Self. love ihew'd 
itſelf, each thought themſelves the defign'd Perſon ; 
ſome endeavour'd to gain the Soldiers, others the great 
Men and People ; but the Inſtant it was known that 
Alexander had given the Royal Ring to Perdicoss, all 
the Caballing ſtopt. The Romans, ſaid Fe icia, made 
Demi-gcds of thoſe Emperors that left them a lawful 
Succeſſor ; and I find the Impe:14t Conſtitutions have 
wiſely eſt abliſh'd the Election of a King of the Romans, 
who is the appointed Succeilor to the Empire. An. 
tiently, added Florinda, the Perſians did not iuffer thei 
King to go in Perſon on any warlike Expedition, with- 
out firſt appointing who ſhould ſucceed him. Livia, 
ſaid Urania, had the Addreſs to conceal the Death of 
Auguſius ſo well, that Tiberius was in Poſſeſſion of the 
Empire before that Loſs was known. The Roman Se- 

nate conceal'd that of the Emperor Claudius, and aſ- 
ſembled every Day on pretence of praying to the Gods 
for the Health of that Prince; but in reality to ſecure 
the Empi e to his Succeſſor, Queen Taxraguille, added 
Camilla, concealed the Death of Targuin all Servius 
was inltall'd King of the Romans. 

ALL this proves, ſaid Urania, that hereditary Em- 
pires have, and * will ſupport themſeives in pre- 
judice to all others. Say ing thus, they walked towards 
the Houſe, and being come into the Hall, and — thing 
ready to be ſerv'd up, they placed themſelves at 8 
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After the Repa aſt, Lian 'a aſk'd Camil/, 64 jeſtingly, 11 
the was of a Humour to go to the L ibrary. That 
2 Lady anſwer'd her, in the ſame Tone, that 
hat Day Reading would be agreeable to her, and that 
m. ie ſhould not want a rural Feaſt to prevent her being 
melancholy. So ſaying, they enter'd the Library, 
where they reſum'd their uſual Entertainment. After 
ſome time ſpent in Silence, Floriud breaking it the 
firit, I cannot enough admire, ſaid ſhe, the Conke: nce 
of Cars the Fifth, and the Moderation of Fra- 
th: Firſt, when the Emperor pa!s'd thro' Fance to 5 
preſs the Kebellion in Get, he Hiſtory of our Na- 
tion, which IJ have met with, has call'd it to my mind, 
Tis induced, ſaid Uranic. a very rema Kab! | | 
That Emperor aſk'd leave of the King to 
his Dominions; he cbtain'd it, and when ** * as at 
Paris. it was repreſented to the Kine. that he ought to 
lay hold of the Opportunity of revenging hinifc 1f on that 
Prince, who had ſeveral times broke his Faith, in the 
Treaties that had heen made between them ; particu- 
larly in that relating to the Inveſtirure of the il '\uchy of 
Milan, which belong'd ſo juitly to France. Francis 
the Firſt knew ail the Importance of that Affair, but 
he knew better that the Royal Word was ſacred ; and 
repulſing ſuch Counſels, he order's them to mention it 
no more. Pledg'd F aith ought always to be regarded, 
laid Felicia; through that the Romans poſſeſſed the 
greateſt Empire i in the World; their Friends and Allies 
were ſo ſatisfied with the exact Regard they had to their 
Treaties, that their Word was ſufficient to them; all 
ſorts of "Treaſon were deteſtable to them. The Fal:;/- 
cans found it iufficiently ; for whillt the Romans were 
beſieging their City, a School-matter contriv'd to lead 
the Children of the principal Men of the City into the 
Reman Camp. The Novelty of ſuch a Baſeneſs ſur- 
priz'd them, and they ſo much abhorred it, that im- 
mediately they order'd the Arms of the Traitor to be 
ty'd, gave each of the Schola's Rods, and bid them 
whip him back to the City, and return to their Parents. 
They did ſo accordingly, and in ſo rigorous a Manner, 
that 
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that the Wretch died under their Blows, as they enter'd 
the City. The Generoſity of the Romans touch'd the 
Faliſcans ſo ſenſibly, that the next Day, on honourable 
Terms, they ſubmirted themſelves to the Romans, Sci- 
Ve, added Camilla, EY met and taken a Cartha- 
giniau Veſſel richly ! Jacen, the Captain of which tell- 
in, z hm that he was carrying th Embailadors and the 

Yrefentz which the Commonwealth was {ending to 
Gre ce, he let them go, tho' he thought it was a Pre- 


tonce ; chuſing rather to loſe his Booty , than run the 


R-{que of violat ing the Rights of Na- ions in the Per- 
ſons of Ambaſſadors, thou gh he belicv'd them to be 
feign'd ones. Cæſar Augi, Pus, faid Flarinda, might 
have chaſtiſed ee HY the moſt famous Robber of 
1 time, and for whoſe Head there was a Reward put 
; but he having the Temerity to deliver himſelf up 
to 8 dus himſelt, and to afk che promis d Reward, 
that Prince, who found ſomething great in what he had 
done, order'd the Money to be paid him, and gave him 
his Life; thinking he ought o recom penſe the Con- 
fidence he had placed in him. 
Tu famous Pyrate Ca/licratus, ſaid Felicia, reſuſed 
a conſiderable Sum of Money, that was offered him to 
killa Man to whom he had given his Protection. Since 
there is no body, ſaid Iranian, who docs not endeavour 
to be believ'd in what he favs, much more ought a 
Prince; he who ought to have more Fonour in his 
Soul, and Truth in his Mouth, than any of hi Subjects ; 
if he were allows d to promiſe and not obſerve, who 
could be ſimple enough to give Credit to him? He that 
religiouſly keeps his Word, obliges the Perſon with 
whom he treats to do the ſame ; - he that breaks it, on 
the contrary, deſ-rves the ſame to be done by him. In 
vain would Princes bind their Subjects by Oathsof Al- 
legiance, in vain u ould they 5 Treaties with 
their Allies; ; all theſe Precautions would be uſeleſs, 
if they did not punctually keep their own Words. All 
Son are in Juſtice relative, the two Contractants 
ought reciprocally to execute the Articles agreed on, 
the Engagement is otherwiſe void. Much more ought 
a Prince, 
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a Prince, whoſe Preſence ſupplies all other Solemnitics, 
whoſe Word is Law, and whoſe Letters Patents give 
full Aſſurance. How much ſtronger does an Oath bind 
him? He cannot infr. nge it, without particularly offend- 
ing the Author of his Bein g, Who is Truth itſelf, and 
whom Kings ought to imi tate, ſince they repreſent him 
here below. Doubtleſs, ſaid Fe/icia, God has made 
Agreements with Men, which be has exactly obſerv'd; 
nay, he has oiten teſtify d how much he was offended, 
at their not obſerving their Promiſes. The Children of 
Saul put to death the G:&conzter, contrary to the Faith 
that 7/4 had giv en them: God reveng'd this in af- 
flicting reel with a Famine for the Space of three 
Years; and tho', according to human Laws, the Pro- 
mile of uu ought not to have been binding, being 
extorted by an Artifce ; yet having been given under 
the Seal of God, it was become ſacred, authentic, and 
inviolable. Theſe are great Examples, ſaid Camilla, 
and noble Leſſons for ſuch as falſify their Promiſes, 

Ir Men in every thing obſerved that Golden Rule, 
to do as they would be done unto, added Florinda, 
they would not need Examples nor Laws; in their own 
Boſoms would they find what they ovght to do, with- 
out having recourſe to Laws eſtabliſh'd by others: But 
fince it is not ſo, and there is a Neceflity for Laws, I 
think they who violate them cannot be too ſevercly 
puniſh'd. You are a Roman in that Point, reply'd 
Urania ; that famous Nation never failing to puniſh 
with the utmoſt P.1gour, the Violation of their Laws. 

A PRINCE is oblig d, ſaid Felicia, to chaſtiſe the 
Wicked, when they are found out: if he forgives, or 
winks at them, he is guilty towards God and Man, of 
the Crimes they ſhall afterwards commit: For this Rea- 
ſon were the Axes and Rods carry'd before the Raman 
Emperors and Conſuls, that they might, by them, be 
put in mind of their Duty, and keep the World in awe. 
During the Cenſorſhip of Cato, ſaid Florinda, the Ar- 
tificers were always employ'd, without daring to quit 
their Shops, till the Hours for Work were over, for 
fear of meeting that rigid Cenſor, who, Day and 

Night, 
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Night, obſerv'd both the Little and the Great ones; and 

when he found them in a Fault, he treated the Patri- 

cians in the ſame Manner as the meaneſ of the Peo- 

e: A remarkable Example for thoſe in Authority! 

Seneca lays, added Urania, that he who can prevent a 
Miſchief, and does not, is as much guilty of it, as he 

that commits it. But yet, {aid Camilla, too much Seve- 

1ty in a Prince is a Fault. Loo great Indulge znce, cry'd 

Florinda, is a much greater . Was not the Roman Em- 

; pire running to Ruin by the Diſorders that the Good- 
neſs, or rather the Indolence, of the Emperor Pen inax 
ſuffer'd to be introduced! And what would have been 
the Conſequence of it, had the ſevere 4/:xardr, who 
ſucceeded him, remedied them, by — the Laws 
to their full Vigour, and putting ther in Force? Czcero 
maintains, added Urania, that nothing is f' offentive 
to the Good, as to ſee the Wicked ſupported ; and that 

nothing ſo much encourages the com mit ting of Crimes, 


as Impunity, What happened at Rome, ſaid Felicia, 
under the Pontificate of Innccent XI. may prove what 
we have been ſaying ; 3 his Predeceſſors had, for a long 
q time, neglecicd to clear the Proviice of Romania of an 
infinite Number of thoſe ſort of Robbers „ whom the 
8 Italians call Sg herr, whole Profeiſion it is to lend their 
: Hands to all ſorts of Crimes, and particularly to Murders. 1 
4 The Llaliaus are naturally inclin'd to Vengeance, but, 0 
F to ſatisfy it, ſeldom care for running any Danger; and 1 ; 
! therefore made ule of a third Hand : You may eaſily þ 
8 ima ine th ole Miniſters of Iniquity are moſt abandon d 40 
Villains, fince the y — their Hands to an; one, without 4 
0 Dillindion. Ine Nobility, aiming at being for: nidavle, | | 
c keep in pay great Numbers of theſe Se he 'rri, which 1 
makes the Governors of Princes, wi:o are but for a 
- certain time, tolcrate theſe Eroods of Murderers, for 
A fear of irritatin; g the Nol bles who ſupport them. Roma- 
w nia ſuſtered prodigiouſl through theſe Wretches, when 
I Innocent XI. being ſenſible of it, thoug] it himſe.f ob- 
* liged in Duty to apply a Remedy to thele Diſorders, 
# and pitch'd upon Cardinal C for that Legateſhip: 
> 


1 He tent for him, and told him, that knowing him to 
be 
B 
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be a Prince by Birth, and of Conſequence incapable of 
Fear, or ſordid Intereſt, which oftentimes ties the Hands 
of thoſe in Authority, and blunts the Sword of Juſtice, 
he begg'd him to accept of that Government, and to 
free the Holy Chair from the Scandal that from thence 
reflected on it: aſſuring him that he would-endow him 
with a Power ſo unlimited in the Execution of the 
ſevereſt Juſtice, that no Intereſt or Recommendation 
ſhould ſuſpend or interfere with his Judgments. The 
Cardinal, who was.of a mild and gentle Diſpoſition, 
would rather have excuſed himſelf from accepting of 
this Commiſſion : But ſeeing that the Pope gave it, at- 
tended with Conditions that had never been: oranted to 
any of his Predeceſſors, he accepted of it, and repair'd 
to Rawenna, the Ca pital of the Province. The Magiſ- 
trates and Nobility coming to congratulate him on 
his Arrival, the Cardinal told them, in a weak and 
teeble Tone, that he was ſorry he was pitch'd upon to 
fila Place, the Authority of which might have been 

much better exercis'd by ſome other; that he was weak, 
both in Body and Mind, that he lov' d Peace and Qniet- 
neſs, that he ſhould refer every thing to their Manage- 
ment, only begg'd them to have God before their Eyes, 

in the Execution of Juſtice, The Inhabitants of Ra- 
deuna were Charm'd at having a Legate ſo humble and 
entie ; the Bauditti in particular rejoic'd at the Im- 
unity they promis'd themſelves under ſo mild a Go- 
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vernm ent. But the artful Legate had no ſooner diſ- 
mil-'d the Magiſtrates and 1 than ſending for 
the Bari rolls or C aptain of the Archers, he told him, 

with a reſolute and bold Voice, that the firſt Terion 
guilty of Murder, or any other Crii nes, t that he ſuffer'd 
to eſcape, he ſh ould anſwer it with his Life ; and that 
he would inta'liblv hang him, if he vas guilty of Ne- 
plea or Colluſion with any one whatever. The Pa-7- 
gelle repreſented to him, that if it happen'd, as was the 
(Cuſtom, that the Perſons accuſed ſhuuld be pardon'd 
by the Interceſſion of the Nobility, he-thould certainly, 
by ſome or other of them, be aſiaſſinated ; the Cardi- 
nal aſſur'd him that he would take ſuch Care, that no 
Hurt 
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Hurt ſhould happen to him for doing his Duty : And 
ſo diſmiſs'd him without giving him leave to anſwer, 
Three Days afterwards a Man was aſſaſſinated; the Ba- 
r:gellg did as he ought, the Murderer not ſo much as 
abſconding, in certain Confidence of Impunity. The 
Cardinal was immediately ſurrounded by the Nobility, 
who begg'd his Pardon for a Man, who they all aſſur d 
him had not given the Blow till he was forced to it by 
the intolerable Outrages he receiv'd from his Adver- 
ſary. He heard coolly, and with Patience, all that 
could be ſaid in behalf of the Murderer, and anſwer'd 
them mi'dly, that he was as ſorry as they were for the 
Accident ; but that the Pope having commanded him 
to execute Juſtice, he could not prevent the L aw taking 
its Couric ; ſo ſent the Offender to the Gibbet. 

Tu Interceſſors took Patience this firſt time, flat- 
tering themſelves, that their new Legate had done this 
by way of Example on his firſt entering into his Office, 
and that anther time he would be more traQable. 
Soon after, a ſecond Murder was committed, the guilty 
Perſons taken up and thrown into Irons: The Interceſ- 
ſors renewed the Attack, but could by all their Prayers 
only obtain a Delay for a few Days, during which they 
had recourſe to the P ope, to beg the Pardon of an only 
Son, who was, they ſaid, the Suppo; t of an afflicted 
Mother, who begg'd her Son's Life; w ork'd vp bythe 
Fire of his Youth into a b aſſion, which had unfortu- 
nately, and contrary to his Intentions, cauſed the Death 

of a Villain, who had delerv'd the greateſt Puniſhments, 
and had, unprovok”s , attack'd lum firſt. The Pope 

heard all, but told them Juſtice was neceſſary, to pre- 
ſerve Order and Pranquility, and forbad any body. to 
ſpeak to him any more on the behalf of the Criminal, 
or of any ot her, in the Legateihip of Ravenna. 1 heſe 
two Executions 10 exaſperated thoſe of R.:wicnna, that 
reſolving to try their Strength with the Legate, they 
every Day committed new Diford-rs : But Cardinal 
Cibo, without being diſcompoi-d, executed with Ri- 
gour the Offenders. Almoſt all the Nobility were in- 
volv'd in the Crimes of theſe Wretches; the Executioner 
Was 
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was ſo much employ'd, that ſcarce a Day paſs'd but 
three or four were ſeen banging at a time, to the great 
Aſtoniſhment of the Feople, who had never ſeen ſo much 
Severity: Here it was ſo uſefully em ploy ed, that not 
one of thoſe wicked Race of Men could be ſcen, either 
Night or Day in the City. But the Cardinal's Zeal 
dip not ſtop here; for bein g inſormꝰ d that great Num- 
bers of them retired every Night to a cert ain Inn in the 
open Country, eden ng to appear in 0 denz, he gave 
ſecret Orders that he mig! it be ſu iIPPOY ted in his! Delign, 
e repaired to the 3 diſgu fed like a Country Cu- 
He enter'd it at Midnight, bego:ng a Lodging 
— it was too late to Pals farther : He was ſoon 
encompaſs'd by an iniinite Number of thoſe Aſſaſſins, 
w ho not knowing him, took kim for what he ſcem'd to 
be; they oblig'd him to wait on thera, and the courage- 
ous Prelate was turning the Spit the Inſtant the Houſe 
was inveſted, by his Crders, by the Archers and City 
Militia : Then the Cardinal clapping on his red Hat, 
and ſpeaking with an Air of Authority, commande 
them all to be tied and bound together, with the Maſter 
of the Houſe and his Servants, and as {oon as it was 
Day he had them all hang'd, and the Houſe raſed. 
his neceſſary Severity has m ade che Name of Cardinal 
Ci ſo terrible in Roma: , that to this Day they trem- 
ble, if his Name be but io much as mentioned ; and 
the Nobility are ſo reduced, by Conſiſcations, that moſt 
of them are now in the utmoit Miſery. 

Tris, ſaid Uraric, is not diflembling with the 
Wicked: God often permits them that ſpare them to be 
pans 191d in — Does he not tell OP , that for 
ing a Man to eſcape v tho _ delerv'd Death, he 
8 ſhould anſwer for it? Pauſanias, added 

Figrinda, Kill'd Philip , Alexander's Father, becauſe 
he wovld not do him Juſtice, tho' he had often de- 
manded it; on the contrary, the Prince turn'd him 
into Ridicule before all his Court, and rais d his Enemy 
to the greateſt Honours. The Romans, ſaid Camilla, 
are immortal Exam ples of ſevere Juſtice :- Horatius 
Tergeminus had like to have paid with his Life, for 

the 
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the An 5 and Indignation of the Senate, tho“ he was 
crown'd with Glory, by a famous Victory which he 
had juſt gain'd, the glorious Marks of which he ſtill 
wore. Another Inſtance of their Juſtice, ſaid Trara, 
comes into my Mind, in the puniſhing the Sons of Fra- 
tus; ſo much the more remarkable, becauſe the exe- 
cuting it fell on their own Father, and the Sentence was 
pronounced out of his Mouth, Who, on any other Oc- 
caſion, would have trembled with Horror at the Sight 
of th Eexecution of it. They never puniſhed any body 
ſo ſeverely as Meticus, for Breach of Faith. Julius 
Cz/ar, ſaid Florinda, was no great Puniſher of Crimes; 
but for a ſeditious Soldier, or a Deſerter, he had no 
Mercy, and ſpar'd neither Nobles nor Plebeians. All 
this ſhews, added Urania, that a Prince ought not to 
fear being tax'd with Cruelty, in executing Juſtice, and 
putting rigorouſly in force the Laws of the State; tis 
a Father chaſtiſing his Children. A Surgeon, who, to 
fave his Friend and Patient's Life, puts him to incredi1- 
ble Pain, cannot paſs for cruel: So that, provided a 
Prince does nothing contrary to the public Good, he 
ought always to be praiſed for puniſhing the Wicked, 
and for cutting off from the Body of his People the 
putrefy'd Members, to preſerve thoſe that are whole 
and ſound. But, continu'd ſhe, the Sun will now give 
us leave to walk, and ſince we have paid our Tribute 
to the Library, let us now on the Banks of the River 
ſeek to diverſify our Reflexions. Accorcingly they 
repair'd to the Terraſs, where having walk d ſome 
time, they at length ſeated themſelves on the grafly 
Banks with which it was adorn'd. Indeed, faid Ca- 
milla, I cannot enough admire Urania ; ſhe loves us, 
and with Goodneſs lets us into her secrets; ſhe knows 
too how much we are concern'd at what touches her, 
yet we may ſee ſhe is afraid of letting us partake in the 
Uneaſineſs which doubtleſs ſhe is in for the Succeſs of 
T helamont's Voyage. 

L own, reply'd Crania, I ſhould reproach myſelf 
if I entertain'd you with my Thoughts, when they can- 
not poſhbly be agreeable or diverting to you: But ſince 

1 you 
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you deſire it, I won't deny but that I very much ap- 
many all the Cares of The/amorit will be in vain. We 
e not in an Age that tuinks itſelf oblig'd to regard 
Generofity, and I with Juſtice believe his Kiniman 
will not admit of any Accommodation with Geront, 
becaule the Queſtion is about a v ery cenſiderable Eſtate. 
For me, laid Fhrinda, I conjecture better ſor you in 
this Affair, not imagining that a Relation of 7 ament 
can poſlibly refuſe him any thing; ſince Per ſons to a hom 
he 15 no ways related cannot "hi nder themſelves from 
granting him every thing he deſires. What you fay is 
very obliging to him, la: id Urania; I can caſily agree 
with you that The/amont poſſeſſes every th ng necetlary 
to Perſuaſion; but ſhould he ſucceed with his Relation, 
what can he expeA from Geroznt ? The livelieſt Grati- 
tide, ſaid Felicia; and were he a hundred times more 
odd-temper'd than he is, I am convinced he would be 
ſenſible of a Service of ſuch Importance. Queſtion it 
not, ſaid Camilla; Grront is in nothing blameable ex- 
cert his i ove for you, but that Paſſion does not blind 
his Eyes towards his Friends: What other Fault has 
he, but his de * ing to force you to marry him, or not 
to marry at all during lus Lite? In every thing elſe he 
is an honeſt Man, and his Cratitud< will carry him 
further Lengths than perhaps you expect. You flatter 
me. [aid Urania, with pleaſing oP es; and as I very 
much with it ' and as 1t 13 vou that infinuate it into my 
Lear: ] g ve way to it to much the caſier. As for 
ſaid Cc 7, } believe the Prov erb, A oood turn ts 
ner 27 L If * to whom we do it 15 ungrateful, 
Feaven rewards us; ſooner or later we meet with our 

KK eCOMPENCC. 
I THINK, tO divert.vour Id das and amuſe you, I muſt 
| you a Story to this Purpoſe, which will lead us to 
the Moral TE oy erb wee I tell it you only as 
= bai [ think theſe ſort of Amuſements are not 
worthy of great Minds, eſpecially when by 
nat lead us to Truth. What you 
d U;2a%ia: A Fable often includes 
it has the greater Effect on us, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe it is introduced to us under the Diſguiſe of Plea- 
ſure. l'm of your Opinion, ſaid Felicia: Phedrus, 
Hygin, and the famous Afſop ſufficiently warrant what 
vou ſay. When from a Tale or Fable, added Camilla, 
good Reflexions may be taken, it becomes as uſeful as 
Hiſtory. I may veuture then to tell you what I men- 
tioned, without fear of fatiguing you; for tho' it is a 
Romance and a Fable, its leads us to that Solidity you 
mention; and tho” it were only to divert you for an 
Hour, and to put me upon a footing with Florinda, 
who has ſo much recommended to us the Princeſs of 
Ponthien, I ſhould think my time very well employed. 
I ſee, ſaid Nania ſmiling, that the Inclination you 
have of telling a Story has ſome little Effect upon you; 
but no matter, we will with Pleaſure embrace all Op- 
portunities of liſtening to you. Upon this, Camilla 
began thus : 


The Hiſtory of JonNn of Calais. 


HAT I am going to tell you, is taken out of 

a Book, cail'd 7 he fabulous Hiſtory of the Houſe 

of the Kings of Portugal. I ſhall make no Alteration 
in it, nor pretend to embelliſh it. On the North of 
France, bordcring on the Sea, is a City call'd Calais. 
One of the chiefeſt Men, and greateſt Merchants of this 
City, had an only Son, on whom he had beſtowed all 
the; Education neceſſary for forming his Mind and Body: 
Nature had endow'd him with the Charms of the one, 
and the Graces of the other ; inſomuch that he :ſoon 
outwent his Maſter's Hopes. He applied himſelf in 
particular to the Art of Navigation ; and when he had 
join'd the Prafic Part to Theory, he was the moſt va- 
liant and excellent Sailor of his Time: His youthful 
Courage not letting him languiſh in ſlothful Eaſe, he 
perſuaded his Father to equip him a Veſſel of Strength 
| L 2 ſufficient 
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ſafhcient to clear the Coaſt of an infinite Number of 
Pirates, drawn thither by the great Trade of the In- 
habicants of Calais, and who committed a thouſand 
Qutrayes on thoſe Seas, His Father praiſed his Cou- 
rage, and turniſh'd him with every thing in Abundance 
that could be neceſſary for ſo noble a Deſign, All 
things being ready, he ſet ſail ; and his Valour, ſup- 
ported by his Prudence, ſucceeded ſo well, that having 
overcome thoſe Sea Robbers in ſeveral Engagements, 
he ſo entirely deſtroyed them, that there was not one to 
be ſeen. This News fill'd the Inhabitants of the City 
of Calais with ſo much Gratitude, that they prepared 
for him triumphal Arches, adding to his Name that of 
their City, as owing to bim its Tranquility, and the 
Security of its Commerce: This it is that has made 
the Hiſtorian diſtinguiſh hini by no other Name but that 
of John of Calais. This young Hero was ready by his 
Return to have enjoy'd the Honours that waited for 
him, when his Ship was attacked by a violent Storm, 
that carried him into Seas out of his Knowledge. The 
Tempeſt being over, and John of Calais having made 
uſe of all that Art or Experience had taught him to find 
Land, he at length diſcover'd an Ifland ; he made to- 


wards it, and having put out his Boat, he and ſeven of 


his Men landed by the Side of-a Wood, into which he 
and his Soldiers enter'd, He was very much ſurpriz'd 
to tind it cut into large and beautiful Walks; ſuch a 
thing ſeeming very extraordinary to him, in a Country 
that he thought uninhabited or barbarous. But his 
Afton im ent very much augmented, when, on going 
turther, he heard lomebody talking in Flemiſh; a Lan- 
guage to which he was much accuſtomed. He directed 
lis Steps to the Place where he heard the Voice, and 
faw three Men richly dreſs'd, who came up to him in 
2 yolite Manner. John of Calais begged them to tell 
him in what Country he was, and whether he and his 
Company might find Safety. Whoever you are, reply'd 
one who ſeem'd to be the Chief amongſt them, I am 
ſurpriz'd that you ſhould not know you are in Otima- 


272, a fouriſhing State, where reigns the juſteſt King 
in 
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in the-World, whoſe Wiſdom has conſtituted the Laws 
to which he himſelf ſubmits, and in the religious Ob- 
ſervation of which the Happineſs of this Empire con- 
fiſts; Regret not that you are arriv'd, you will be in 
Safety. Get upon that Height, added he, which hides 
from you the great and ſtately City of Palmania, Ca- 
pital to theſe rich Dominions, you'll ſee a noble River, 
which forms the fineſt Port in the Univerſe, where Ships 
of all Nations are now riding in Security. J ot 
Calais thank'd him ; and charm'd with his good For- 
tune, he advanced to the Top of the Hill, from whence 
he diſcovered a moſt delicious Country, and deſcend- 
ing, enter'd into that Capital; but being come to a 
large Square, he ſaw the Body of a Man tearing in 
Pieces by Dogs. This Object ſtruck kim with Horror, 
and he repented that he had engaged himſelf ſo far. 
Nevertheleſs he aſk' d, why, in ſo great a City, the Laws 
of which had been repreſented to him as moſt wie, 
there was no one to be found that had Charity enough 
to beſtow Burial on that unfortunate Corpſe. He was 
anſwer'd, that it underwent the Law, which ordered 
that the Bodies of all who died without paying their 
Debts ſhould be thrown out to the Dogs, and their 
Souls remain wandering, without being ſuifered to enjoy 
the Repoſe relerv'd for the Juft. That this Puniſhment 
was inflicted thus publicly, becauſe often- timesthere were 
found People generous enough to pay thoſe Wretches 
Debts, and bury their Bodies. This was enough to ex- 
cite the Compaſſion of the noble Soul of John of Calais: 
he immediately cauſed to be publiſh'd by Sound of 
Trumpet throughout the City, that if the Creditors of 
that Man would come to him and make out their Debts, 
he would pay them. The next Day having cauſed his 
Ship to enter the Port, he took Money ſufiicient to per- 
form his Promiſe, and having paid them all exactly, he 

buried the Debtor's Corpſe in an honourable Manner. 
AFTER having receiv'd the Praiſes ſuch an Action 
merited from the ſupreme Magiſtrate and People, he 
{et himſelf about taking the Longitude and Latitude of 
this delightful Region, ns he might make it known 
3 to 
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to his Country, and open a way to a Commerce that 
might be uſeful to both Nations. One Evening that he 
| was retiring pretty early to his Ship, he {aw another 
Veſlel come and caſt Anchor cloſe to his, on the Deck 
i of which he ſaw two Ladies drown'd in Tears ; they 
| were magnificently dreſs'd, and their Air made Johzx 
1 of Calais judge them to be of diſtinguiſh'd Birth. Upon 
Enquiry. he found the Ship belonged to a Carſair, juſt 
arrived, ard that thoſe two Perſons were Slaves, whom 
1 he would ſell the next Day. The tender Heart of Jon 
of Calais was touch'd with their Misf rtune, he imme- 
diately reſolved to free them from their Diſtreſs. Ac- 
co dingly he ſent to the Pirate, and without haggling 
4 gave him what he aſked for them, and brought them 
A) on board his own Veſſel. But how was he ſurprized, 
"A when, they having thrown alide their Veils, he ſaw 
1 two young Bcauties capable of moving the moſt ſavage 
5 Soul! Their Tears added to their Charms, and ſeem d 
to ſerve them ſor Arms to conquer the Hearts of their 
Beholders; one of them made the moſt lively Impreſ- 
ſion on that of John of Calais. After having given 
ſome time to the Admiration which his dawning Love 
had raiſed in him, he comforted them, told them they 
were free, that he had the greateſt Reſpect imaginable 
for them, and had taken them out of the Hands of the 
Pirate, only to reſtore them to their Parents without 
any Ranſom. Theſe generous Words encouraged the 
beautiful Captives. The noble Air of Fohz of Calais, 
and the Graceſulneſs that accompanied all his Actions, 
touched their Hearts, and in the molt obliging Terms 
they expreſs'd their Gratitude. Soon after he ſet fail, 
and arriv'd happily on the Coaſt of Albion, where he 
was forc'd, by Streſs of Weather, to put in: During 
the Voyage he was conſtantly with his Slaves, and be- 
ing young, inſinuating, and form'd to pleaſe, he ſoon 
found the Way to the Heart of her that had charmed 
him. Love had wounded them ſo degply with the ſame 
Arrow, that they could no long time conceal it ; they 
loved, confeſſed it to each other, and only conſulting 
the Vivacity of their Sentiments, they vow'd an eternal 
Paſſion. 
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Paſſion. When 7% of Calais was aſſured of his Hap- 
pineſs, he begg'd that young Beauty to tell him who 
ſhe was, and by what Accident the and her Companion 
had been taken by the Pirate: 'Think not, added he, 
that my Curioſity has any diſobliging Motive ; whoſo- 
ever you are, there is nothing but what I think beneath 
you; and to convince you of what I ſay, I this Mo- 
ment, without knowing any thing more, promiſe you, 
if you'll accept of me, to be your Huſband, I receive 
with Pleaſure, reply'd the beautiful Slave, the Faith 
you offer me; I give you mine, and ſhall place my 
whole Happineſs in being united to you for ever; but 
for my Birth, give me leave to conceal it, becauſe it 
is neceſſary for my Repoſe. Let it ſuffice that Heaven 
has not made me unworthy of you, my Name is Con- 
/tance, and my Companion's //abe!la. 1 am no ways 
oſtended at your Curioſity, neither be you at my Si- 
lence ; our Love requires it of me. I ought to conceal 
my! elf, that I may be yours, and I will endeavour to 
forget every thing that may hinder me from following 
an Inclination ſtronger than my Reaſon. 

FOHN of Calais was too much in love to preſs the 
charming Conſtance any farther, after ſuch a Confel- 
ſion ; he promiſed he would never more mention it; 
and without farther Conſultation they were immediate- 


ly married. ; 
ISABELLA, who had been Witneſs of their Love 


and Union, took the Opportunity, whilit 7% of Ca- 


[ais was buſied in giving Directions about the Ship, to 

teſtify to Conſtance the Surprize ſhe was in at what ſhe 
had done: What! Madam, ſaid ſhe, can Love have 
fo far blinded you, as to make you forget who you 
are? Do you e xpeRt always to be conceal'd ; and will 
not the Bands you have juſt tied be diffolyed the Mo- 


ment tis diſcover'd where yon are? I ſpeak not on my 


own Account; in whatever © bfcurity you cauſe me to 
live, attach'd to you, I ſhall be pleaſed ; your Glory 

alone touches me, and I cannot, without Grief, ſe? you 
abandon the moſt ſplendid E xpectations to follow your 
Paſſion. I am not angry, dear COR reply'd Cor- 
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france, at your Diſcourſe, I have a thouſand times ſaid 


the ſante thing to myſelf; but Love governs : The 
glorious Fate you mention is dreadful to me, ſince I 
cannot ſhare it with the Man I love; and I think the 
Obſcurity you complain of preferable to the moſt ex- 
alted State, ſince it enables me to follow my Inclina- 
tions My Marriage cannot be broken whilſt I conceal 
my felf, and I will always do fo, till I find it cannot be 
made null, without a far greater Reflexion on my Ho- 
nour than my marrying the moſt amiable Man living; 
and fince you love me. well enough not to quit me, 
carry your Tenderneſs ſo far as to cheriſh my Eaſe, 
and never to diſcover the Secret on which it depends. 
Thus ſhe enjoin'd Silence on her Companion; who ſec - 
ing no Remedy for what ſhe term d a Misfortune, ſhe 
reſolv d to obey. 

HarPY Fohn of Calais, charm'd with the Poſſeſſion 
of Conſance, thanked Heaven for the Bleiling; and 
loaded with the Favours of Love and Fortune, he re- 
embark'd, and the Winds, favourable to his Withes, 
carried him ſafe into the Port of Calais. The News of 
his Return was ſoon ſpread; his Father, and all the In- 
habitants of the City, met and receiv'd him, pay ing him 
all the Honours his heroic Actions merited. But how 
was that young Hero afflicted, to find that his Father did 
not approve of his Marriage with Conftance ! The ſin- 
cere Account he gave him how he found her, irritated his 
Anger ; and however great a Deſcription he gave him 
of her Virtues, and his Paſſion, that ſevere Father could 
not forgive him for entring into an Engagement appa- 
rently ſo much beneath him: He did his utmoſt to make 
him quit her; but he declar'd he would ſooner die; that 
he had given his Faith to the Perſon in the World he 
thought the moſt deſerving, and that he would keep it 
to his Grave. The old Man, more and more provok'd 
at this Reſiſtance, baniſh'id him his Houſe, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Sollicitations of the chief Men of the 
City, who interceeded in his Behalf,” and order'd him 
never to appear before him again. 7% of Calais, ſen- 


bly affected at the Wrong his Father did his dear Con- 


ftance, 
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Hance, retired to an Houſe near the Port with her and 
her faithful Companion, The Quarrel between the Fa- 
ther and Son could not be conceal'd from her ; her Pride 
was alarm'd ; and notwithſtanding all her Love, ſhe was 
ſenſible of the Contempt her Huthand's Father ſhew'd 
her. Yet it did not alter her, ſtill tender and faithful, 
ſhe endeavow'd to comfort Jo of Calais ; ſcarce had 
ſhe been married a Year, when ſhe was brought to bed 
of a Son, who engaged all the Attention of that dear 
Huſband for ſeveral Years, that were ſpent without his 
being able to ſoften his Father. But at length, preſſed 
by their common Friends, he conſented to equip 70% 
of Calais with a ſecond Ship, to eſtabliſh a Commerce 
with the Nations he had diſcover'd, hoping that Ab- 


ſence would make him forget Con/tazce and her Son. 


The Veſſel was ſoon ready, and tho' it flatter'd John of 


Calais with the Hopes of acquiring new Fame, he could 
not ſee the Day of his Departure draw near without the 
utmoſt Affliction, for being oblig'd to part from a Wife 
and Child he loved tenderly. Conſtance, on her Side, 
was not more eaſy ; the Dangers John of Calais was 
going to expole himſelf to, and the Fear of being forgot 
by him, equally afflicted her; ſhe ſhed Tears on the 
Boſom of her dear Jabella, who ſhar'd her Grief with 
a Zeal worthy of them both. But at length Love in- 
ſpired Conſtance with the Means of retaining her Huſ- 
band's Affections, and of obliging her Father to bluſh 
at his cruel Uſage of her. She hid her Deſign from 
the faithful 7/abe//a, apprehending that ſhe would not 
approve of it; but finding that the Time for 7% of 
Calais's Departure was arriv'd, ſhe threw herſelf at 


his Feet, and begg'd him not to refuſe her two Favours 


ſhe had to aſk of him. Her fond Huſband raiſed her 
up, and embracing her with all the livelieſt Marks of 
an extreme Paſſion, aſſured her that there was nothing 
he would not grant her. I beg you then, replied ſhe, 
to let there be drawn a Picture of me, my Son, and 
T/abella, and let it be hung in your Cabin; this done, 
and the Day for your ſetting {ail come, I will tell you 
the ſecond Fayour 1 os 2: of your 'Tendernels, Jos 
5 SD 
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of Calais finding nothing in this Requeſt but what 


flatter d his Paſſion by giving him an Opportunity to 
have always before his Eyes what was deareſt to him, 
conſented to it with Pleaſure; he employed the ableft 
Painters he could meet with, who work'd with ſo much 
Expedition, that they did not delay John of Calais's 
Voyage, who ſeeing the Wind favourable, was willing 
to make uſe of it. Then the generous Conſtance, AC- 
companying him to his very Ship, This is the Day, 
ſaid the, her Eyes bath d in Tears, whereon you are 
to g ant me my ſecond Requeſt ; refuſe it not therefore, 
ſince you have promis'd me: Steer your Courſe to Li 
bon, and anchor as near as poſſible to the Caſtle ; you 
will there ſee how I love you, and what Sacrifices my 
Paſſion has made to you. Tho' 7h of Calais could 
not comprehend the Meaning of her Diſcourſe, yet he 
promiſed to obey her punctually: They embraced each 
other, and with the great it Difficulty parted. He at 
length ſet ſail, his Soul filled with Love, Hope, and 
Grici. He kept his Word with Conſtance, and his Voy- 
age being happy, he caſt anchor directly under the 
Caſtle of Lion. The Arrival and Beauty of his Veſ- 
ſel attracted almoſt all the City on board of him. 

Even the King of Port: 8% 5 Curiolity was raiſed, and 
being willing to gratity it, he deſcended from his 
Caftle, attended by a numerous Court. 

JOHN of Cale: 's receiv'd him with all the Honours 
due to his Royal Majeſty. That Prince was charm'd 
with his good Mien, his ym and the Air of Grandeur 
which appear'd in all his Actions. He carefully ex- 
amincd he Conſtruction of his Ship, but when he had 
caſt his Eyes on the Picture that adorn'd the Cabin, he 
could not help ſhewing his Aſtoniſhment by a Cry that 
drew the Eyes of all the Court on the ſame Object: 


| They all ſeem d as much concern'd as the King; but 


he! kceping Silence, they did not dare to do otherwiſe, 
but kept their Thoughts conceal'd. Fohn of Calais ſur- 
prized at the Altcration he ſaw in the King's Coun- 
tenance, with the gieateſt Reſpect aſk'd him the Oc- 
cation of it, and begg'd to know if any thing in his Ship 

2 had 


Lin 

tad been ſo unfortunate as to diſpleaſe him. No, rep!y'd 
the King, endeavouring to recover himſelf, I'm charm'd 
at your coming hither ; you ſhall be receiv'd as you de - 
ſerve, but I forbid your Departure without ray Leave. 
At theſe Words he retired, and his Court follow'd him 
without enturing to open their Mouths at what they 
had ſeen; the King retir'd to his Cloſet, his Soul fluc- 
tuating with io many different Emotions, that he could 
ſcarce himſelf diſ-intricate them: He ſaw plainly, that 
they who were with him had the ſame Ideas; he there- 
fore reſolv'd to inform himſelf of the Truth as ſoon as 
poten that his Courtiers might not divulge what he 
was willing no body ſhould know but himſelf. Hethere- 
fore ſen for John of Calais. This young Warrior was 
not eaher than the King, he could not imagine what had 
occaſioned the Concern he ſhew'd at the Sight of the 
Picture. The laſt Words of that dear Wife came into 
his Mind, and comparing them with the King's Beha 

viour, he was endeavovring to penetrate into the My. 
tery, when he received the King's Commands: He 
obey ed, leaving to Heaven the clearing up of an At- 
fair, which at preſent ſeem'd ſo myſterious, 

Tre King took him with him into his Cloſet; and 
after having commanded his Attendants to withdraw, 
looking graciouſly on him; I am perſuaded, ſaid he, that 
what pats'd juſt now haus given you ſome Uneaſineis ; it 
has me, I confeſs : But it is in your Power to free me 
from it without Difficulty.— ] find in myſelf an Inclina- 
tion to favour you, and will ſpare nothing to convince 


you of it, if you deal withme with that Sincerity Ideſire. 


Ax Ambition for Glory, reply'd John of Calais, 
bo ing with profound Reſpe&,never enter'd into a Mind 
leſs capable of Diſſimulation;— Honour and Probity 
have ever been the Guide of all my Words and Actions 
— I would not fail in them to my worſt Enemies. 
Judge then, great Prince, if I can be baſe to a Monarch, 
whoſe Virtues are my Admiration. Well then, ſaid 
the King, you may with Eaſe reſolve me who theſe two 
Women aud Child are, whom I ſaw painted in your 
Cabin. One of them, Sir, reply'd John of Calais, is 
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my Wife, the Child is hers and mine the other is a 
Friend of hers, who, with her, I redeem'd from Sla- 
very.— The King of Portugal fetch'd a deep Sigh at 
theſe Words, and ſhedding ſome Tears, which he could 
not reſtrain, Which of them, cry'd he, is your Wife ?— 
he moſt beautiful, reply'd John of Calais. What is 
her Name? reſum'd the impatient Monarch. Conflance, 
anſwer'd he, and that of her Companion is * 
But, 
added he, be ſtill ſincere, and tell me at what Time, 
and by what Means, they came into your Hands, and 
what occaſion'd your marrying with Conftance ? John 
of Calais, without any. Heſitation, told the King of 
Portugal all that had ever happen'd to him during his 
whole Life; and tho' he ſpoke with great Modeſty, 
he ſaid enough to let him ſee of how much Uſe to his 
Country his Valour had been: He then told of his being 
driven on the Coaſt of Otimania, his Adventure about 
the dead Body, and the Manner in which he had found 
Cenſtance and Jſabella. I ador'd Conſtance, ſaid he, 
from the firſt Moment I ſaw her, but when I had a 
litt'e convers'd with her, I admir'd her Courage and 
Virtue in ſupporting her Misfortunes, and JI thought 
it my greateſt Happineſs to be united to her for ever: 
1 was happy enough to pleaſe her, ſhe accepted my 
Faith, but has with Care conceal'd from me who ſhe is ; 
'tis true indeed, I never preſs'd her much on that Point. 
My Heart, pleas d with her Virtue, diſdain'd to inform 
itielf of what leaft pleaſes generous Minds; Mzze, pre- 
terring the Slave that merited Crowns, to Queens whoſe 
Sent ments correſpond not with the Grandeur of their 
Birth. I have a Son, in whom conſiſts mine and his 
Mother's Happineſs ; it is in Obedience to her I am 
come hither ; I am ignorant of her Defign in it, as I 
am of yours in the Recital you have exacted from me.— 
But this 1 know, that nothing ſhall ever a'ter my Paſhon 
for my dear Conftance, or ſeparate me from her. 

Tus, molt worthy Prince, is the exact Truth of 
what you have deſired to know; and I ſhall think my- 
iclt moſt fortunate, it by it I gain the Eſteem I wiſh 
I for, 
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for, among the Nations where Chance or De/ign may 
carry me. Yes, reply'd the King, your Virtue has 
found the Way to my Heart ; and in return for your 
Sincerity, know, that the Wife ſo dear to you is the 
Princeſs my Daughter, only Heireſs of this Kingdom; 
and that her Companion, 1/abel/a, is the Daughter to 
the Duke of Caſca. O Heaven! cry'd John of Calais, 
what Glory is it for me to have preſerv'd this Treaſure 
for you! but alas, in what Afflictions will not this 


Adventure overwhelm me ! No, no, reply'd the King, 


apprehend nothing, I am as generous as you are: 
Without knowing my Daughter for any thing but a 
Slave, you have not diſdain'd to marry her, and have 


not attack'd her Virtue by a criminal Paſſion, tho' ſhe 
was entirely in your Power; but have freed her from a. 


Condition in which her Virtue might have been tri - 
umph'd over. You love her, and are dear to her: Her 
Care in concealing her Birth from you convinces me 
of it; for without doubt ſhe apprehended, if ſhe were 
diſcover'd that I might hinder a Match which my Ig- 


norance of your Worth might make me think unequal. . 


she begg'd you to come hither with her Picture, ſure 
of my knowing it, and that your Merit would touch my 
Soul as it had done hers. Beſides, having brought you 
2 Son, her Glory requires now as much that ſhe ſhould 
be your Wife, as before it would have forbad ſuch an 
Alliance. I accept of you therefore as my Son-in- 
Law, and, continued that great Prince, I adopt your 
Son as my own. Jobn of Calais could not here for- 


bear interrupting him. — He threw himſelf at his Feet, 


and in the moſt touching Expreſſions acknowledged the 
Senſe he had of his Goodneſs for him, and his Love 
for the Princeſs. The King rais'd him up with Tender- 
neſs: My Conſent is not enough, added that Prince, 
dear John of Calais, my Council muſt approve of it; 
but I ſhall let them know that it is my Will and Plea- 
{ure it ſhould be ſo: And the Joy my People will have 
in once more ſeeing that Princeſs, will make them agree 
to every thing, 'Then that Monafch told him, that 
about the Time mentioned in his Account, — 
an 
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and Iſabella had been carried away by Corfairt, who, 
appriſed of their Cuſtom of walking by the Sca-ſhore 
with a ſender Reinue had hid themſelyes behind a 
Rock, ard ruſhing on them. forced them into their 
Boat, betore the Guards, who waited ut ſome Diftance, 
could come to ther OI kc had tor five 
Years done his utmoit to diſcove; cre they were, but 
in vain; which had throw him into ac ceep! Melancholy, 
out of which nothing but the Noue of hi. Arrival could 
have raiſed him :—I thank Heaven it « d, ſince by 
that I am reſtor'd to what is moſt dear to me. 

AFTER this the Nobles were call'd in, who had at- 
tend ed him on board the Ship of J of Culais; and 
havirg aſk'd them what they thought of tne Picture 
they had ſeen, they all cry'd, chat it was that of their 
loſt Pri ceſs C: _ ce, and the Duke of C. /ca s Davgh- 
ter. The Kin told them the whole Matter, and as 
Jeln of Calais had entcrtain'd them with the greateſt 
Magnii.cence, the all agreed that he „as worthy of 
poſſeſſing what he had picierv'd. The King attembled 
his Council, and propoſed the thing to them, as wha 
wis cry mock at his Heart. They all co f id; oh 
Don Jen, firlt Prince of the B ood oppui-u ſtrongly 
the Succeiſion of the Son of Jobn of Caiuis : But tho? 


his Eloquence was animated by ſecret and powerful 


Reaſons, yet he was forced to yield to ſo great a Ma- 


Jority. The ing thinking he had ſpoken out of his 


Regard to the Giory and intereit of the Kingdom, was 
not at all angry wita him; bur as it was reſolved that 
a Fleet ſhould be equ pp'd to go and iecch rhis Princels, 
he gave the Command of it to Don /, aud order'd 
Fohn of Calais to accompany hin. this Honour did 
not atone for his Luis ;—this Prince had for à long 
time paſſiona el) iwov'd the beautiful Cos ſtiauce; he was 
Nephew to ha King, and conſequently Heir to the 
Crou n after Cænſtance; but his Love having ſet Bounds 
to h's Ambition, he h. nb _ a hiwielf with the 
Hopes of one Day wang hr. 4 he Lots of this 
Princeſs had coo!'d h. alnorous Deſires, and walk'd his 


Pretenſions to the Croy/n ; But when he was informed 
that 
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that ſhe was alive, and in the Arms of another, who would 
rob him at the 1ame time of his Miltreſs and Kingdom, 
Love and Ambi'1on reſum'd their rorces, and join'd 
themſelves wich tue firmeſt Hatred and Jealouſy that a 
happ' Kival could pq fſibly inſpire into the Soni of a Man. 
Full of theſe Sentiment did Lon % embark with John 
of Calais, whole V irtne and Joy ei her prevented him from 

entertaining any Suſpicions, o made him reject chem. 
An Advice-boat was inltantiy diipatch'd to Conſtance, 
to give her Notice of all that had happen'd at Lon, 
and to prepare her for her Departure. That beautiful 
Princcts had liv'd in the greateſt Retirement ever ſince 
the Abſence of her Huſband ; her Son and //abel/a 
were her only Company; ſhe often talk'd with her of 
the Surpr 7e ſhe imagin'd her Father v ou'd be in. Ja- 
bella, who knew nothing of her Defign till after 7 of 
Calais was gone, trembling in her Mind left the King 
ſhould treat him ill, ſhe hinted her Apprche-ftons to the 
Princeſs, but n a tender Manner, for fea: of alarming 
her. The Prin ceſs penetrating into her Meaning, com- 
forted her: The King my Father, ſaid ſhe, loves me 
fondly; he will be tranſported to ſee me again; the Vir- 
tue of 7% of Calais will touch him; in ſhort, I'm 
convinc'd I ſhall be compleatly happy. But, Madam, 
if you think fo, reply'd Jabella, why did you not do 
this ſooner ? what has hinder'd you from informing the 
King you: Father all this while? My Love, reply'd the 
Princeſs ; I ſtay'd till Heaven had hea d my Prayers in 
making me a Mother, that the King my Father might 
find my 7.eputation concern'd in the cementing my 
Marriage; and had not my Huſband defign'd this Voy- 
age, 1 ſhould have engag'd him to it, cow ard> effect- 
ing what 1 Had projected. But, Madam, added Jabella, 
ſuppoſe the King diſapproves of your I ove, and will 
not acknowledge 7% of Calais as your Huſband ? I 
ſhall have the Satisfaction, reply'd the Princeſs, to 
have convinc'd the Man I love, of my Affect on for 
him, in giving up the Throne I was born to; and of 
letting his Father ſec, that ſhe he looks on as a vile 
Slave, might have been a Queen, if ſhe had had :efs 
Eſteem 
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Eſteem for his Son. Twas in ſuch Diſcourſes they ſpent 
the time of his Abſence. In the mean time Don John 
made ſuch haſte, and the Winds were ſo favourable, 
that the Squadron arriv'd almoſt as ſoon as the Packet- 
boat. On the News it brought, all the Country was 
in Motion, every body ſtrove to pay their Reſpects to 
the Princeſs, whoſe Joy cannot be deſcribed, at ſeein 
her Deſign ſucceed ſo well for her and her dear Huf: 
band. John of Calais's Father, repenting of the Con- 
tempt he had uſed her with, was the firſt to engage the 
whole City to pay her the Honours that her Birth and 
Quality required ; he begg'd her Pardon, before the 
all, for his former Want of ReſpeR, and acted with fo 
much Zeal, that the Princeſs embraced him, -and cal- 
ling him Father, aſſured him ſhe would forget what 
was paſt, and did with Eaſe forgive it, for the Sake of 
her Huſband, who was much dearer to her than her 
Life. Scarce had the Princeſs receiv'd the Compli- 
ments of the City, when the Port reſounded with a 
thouſand Acclamations of Joy, that gave notice of the 
Arrival of the Fleet. The Inhabitants, magnificently 
dreſs'd, plac'd themſelves under Arms, and marched 
in good order to receive Don John, and John of Ca- 
lais ; who landed under a general Diſcharge of the Can- 
nons of the Fort and Fleet, and Sound of Trumpets 
and Kettle- drums. The Streets were crouded with his 
People, the Windows filled with Ladies, and they were 
attended by an infinite Number of People of Faſhion to 
the Town-houſe, where the chief Magiſtrate had plac'd 
the Princeſs and her Son, and //abe//a, to do them more 
Honour. She receiv'd her Huſband and Don John at 
the Entrance of the Hall, ſurrounded with all the La- 
dies of Quality and Diſtinction of the Place. Don John, 
as Embaſlador, advanc'dthe firſt, and pu:ting one Knee 
to the Ground, kiſs'd her Hand; John of Calais at- 
tempted to do the ſame, but the Princeſs far from ſuf- 
fering it, opening her Arms, threw herſelf into his Em- 
braces, telling him that it was not fitting he ſhould pay 
her any ſach Reſpect, but ſhare with her in receivin 
it. The Love of this conſtant Pair, mov'd the whole Aſ- 
ſembly, 
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ſembly, and nothing was to be heard for ſame time, 
but long live John of Calais, and the Princeſs of Portu- 
gal! ſo many Marks of Regard from the Citizens, 
and Love from the Princeſs, diſtracted the Soul of Don 
John; nevertheleſs he reſtrain'd himſelf, and pretend- 
Ing that his Orders were of too great Importance to be 
made public, he demanded a private Audience of Con- 
/lance. But that Princeſs, who knew the Bottom of 
his Heart, being willing to prevent a Converſation that 
would be difagreeable to her, told him aloud, that ſhe 
hid no Secret from her Huſband, and that he might de- 
clare himſelf before him, and that ſhe ſo well knew 
the King's Goodneſs towards John of Calais, that he 
might communicate his Inſtructions to him as well as 
her. Don John was thoroughly touched at this Refu- 
{al, for he had formerly declared his Paſiion to the 
Princeſs, but had been always treated with Indifference, 
Therefore he did not doubt but this Behaviour of hers 


was owing tothe Fear ſhe had of hearing his Complaints, 


and the Diſdain ſhe had far his Paſſion; he reſolved ta 
he revenged, but diſſembling his Rage and. Defigns, he 


gave the Princeſs an exact Account of all that had paſs d 


between the King and Jobn of Calais, and concluded 
with conjuring her in the Name of that Prince to de- 
part inſtantly. Con/tance reply'd, that ſhe was ready, 
and that nothing could retain the Impatience ſhe had to 
tender her Thanks to her Father for all his great God - 
neſs. After all theſe Ceremonies, as diſagreeable to the 
happy Couple as to the unfortunate Don Jobn, he re- 
tired into the Apartment prepared for him, and left the 
Princeſs and John of Calais at Liberty to entertain each, 
other. What did not theſe tender Lovers ſay ? with 
what Ardour did he not expreſs the lively Senſe he had 
of the Sacrifice Conſtance had made to him in concealing 
her Birth and Quality, and what Joy did ſhe not ex- 
preſs, at the being able to ſhare her Honours with him? 
I ſhould never have done, were I to repeat all that 
paſs'd between them. To ſhorten therefore a Hiſtory, 
the Sequel of which has ſomething much more ſur- 


Prizing in it than any thing I have yet told you; I hall 
on 
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only ſay, that Conſtance, and John of Calais, rewarding 
magnificently the Inhabitants of the Town, for the 
Zeal they expreſs'd in their Service ; and finding the 
Winds favourable, they refolv'd to make uſe of them. 
Tris charming Family, compos'd of Conſtance, 
her Huſband a d Son, and the faithful Jabella, de- 
parted from Calais for Liſben; all the Town waiting 
on them to the Ship, and wiſhing them everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs: Don John gave Orders for ſetting fail, curſing, 
in his Soul, the Winds, for being favourable to his R1- 
val: But alas! he had not long Reaſon to complain of 
them; on the third Day after they left Calais, the 
Heavens were darkned with black Clouds, the Winds 
became outrageous, and the tempeſtuous Sea was tore 
up with the dreadfulleſt Storm that ever was ſeen : The 
Lightning, Thunder, Tempeſt, and impetuous Waves, 
at once, and inceſſantly, attack'd the unfortunate Fleet, 
Jobn of Calais put in practice all his Knowledge to 
preſerve the Ship, that contain'd all that was dear to 
him: Love who animated him, ſeem'd to aſſiſt his In- 
duſtry. But the Traitor Don John, who watch'd him 
inceſſantly, ſeeing him buſy in the Height of the Storm, 
full of Rage and Jealouſy, took this Opportunity, 
and without being ſeen by any body, coming behind 
him, puſh'd him into the Sea ; the high and tem- 
peſtuous Waves of which; ſoon hid him from the Sightof 
his barbarous Murderer. In the mean time, the Storm 
carried the Veſſel, in which was Conſance and Don 
John, at ſo ſwift a Rate, that they had made a vaſt 
way before they miſs'd John of Calais. But the Prin- 
ceſs, whoſe Thoughts were always on him, alarm'd at 
not ſeeing him, aik'd for him, had him ſought for, and 
every one ſeeking to obey her, there were ſoon heard 
dreadful Exclamations, that told thatunfortunate Spouſe, 
that he was not to be found. I cannot find Exprefiions 
ſtrong enough to deſcribe her Deſpaer; the Tempeſt no 
longer frighted her, a ſtronger Terror gave her Cou- 
rage; ſheran upon Deck, weeps, calls her dear Huſ- 
band; and the profound Abyſs of that diſinal Element 


reſounded with that dear Name, Perfidious Don J 
approach'd, 
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approach'd, and buſy'd himſelf as much as any one, in 
ſeeking for him, and, too well ſatisfy'd of the Truth 
of what he ſaid, he cry'd. that the Wind mult certainly 
have thrown him over-board. How dreadful muſt this 
News be to ſo fond a Wife! She tore her Hair, beat her 
Face, and I ife appearing odious to her, to put an End 
to it, ſhe endeavour'd to throw herſelf into the Sea : 
Don John placed himſelf before her, 1/abel/a embraced 
her Knees, there was not a Sailor that did notleaveevery 
thing he was about, to prevent her Deſign. But their 
Cares were vain, ſtrengthen'd by her Grief, ſhewasonthe 
Point of breaking through all Obſtacles, when Jſabella 
brought her Son to her, who, ſtretching forth his Arms 
to her, ſeem'd to beg her to live longer for his Sake: 
This Object ſtruck her, aſtoniſh'd her, and ſtopt her, and 
without ca ming her Deſpair, deprives her of the Cou- 
rage of following it's Impulſe ; and no longer able to 
ſupport her Misfortunes, ſhe fell down in a Swoon into 
the Arms of Jabella: They took this Opportunity to 
convey her off Deck, into the Cabin 1/abe//a and Don 
Jehn did their utmoſt to bring her to herſelf ; they ſue- 
ceeded, but nothing could aſſuage her Grief, the Name 
of John of Calais was inceſſantly in her Mouth. Don 
John endeavour'd to comfort her; but the Loſs of her 
Huſband having redoubled her Hatred for that Prince, 
ſhe would not hear him, but even order'd him not to 
appear before her the reſt of the Voyage. The Tempeſt 
abated, the Sea became calm, and the afflicted Fleet 
arriv'd at Lifton, without any other Accident: The 
Preſence of the Princeſs gave a univerſal Joy to that 
Court; but when the King receiv'd her in his Arms, 
and, by her Tears and Groans, was inform'd of her 
Loſs, he joined his Tears with here, and participated in 
her Grict. The News of this Misfortune was no ſooner 
known, but the Nobles and People expreſs'd the Senſe 
they had of it by a univerſal Mourning; Don John 
alone felt a ſecret Joy, hoping that Time would put an 
End to the Love and Grief of Conſlance: hut to haſten 
his Eappinet's, he, underhand, by Cabals that were not 


to bediſcover'd, occaſion'd a Revolt among the Agar, 


Knowing 
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knowing very well, that he ſhould have the Command 
of the Army rais'd to reduce them. He was not de- 
ceiv'd, the King employ'd him to chaſtiſe thoſe Rebels, 
Charm'd with the Succeſs of his Deſign, he march'd 
againſt them, who were intrench'd on the Banks of a 
River, and attacking them, forced their Retrenchments, 
and, after a Combat of ſix Hours, he gain'd a com- 
Pleat Victory; and, puſhing his good Fortune, he took 
all their Cities, and in an exemplary Manner puniſh'd 
the Authors of a Rebellion he himſelf had fomented : 
He again reduc'd the 4/garwi to their Obedience to the 
King of Portugal, and returning to Liſbon receiv'd 
the Honours of a Triumph decreed him by the States 
of the Nation. But this was not enough; he, by his 
Intrigues, engaged them to demand the Princeſs in Mar- 
riage for him, on Condition that her Son ſhould reign 
after her, This Match was ſo agreeable that the States 
accordingly did ſo, and the King no ways cppoling a 
Demand that ſeem'd ſo reaſonable, propos'd it to the 
Princeſs, who could not hear it without Deſpair, and 
ſhe vroteſted to the King, that ſhe would ſooner kill 
herſelf than marry the Man ſhe hated : But, Intereſt of 
State prevailing, ſhe was forced to obey, and the 
Day was fix'd for celebrating the Marriage, which the 
People impatiently wiſh'd for; the ſame time was ap- 
pointed for Don John's Triumph, on which Occaſion 
there was to be a Fire- work, built up ſeveral Stories 
high, and a moſt magnificent and unuſual Spectacle. 
Two Years had elapſed ſince the Loſs of John of 
Calais, of whom it is now time to ſpeak : The Sea had 
not been ſo fatal to him as Don Ju had hoped ; that 
unfortunate Huſband met with a Piece of Wreck, on 
which he had preſerv'd himſelf, and ſtruggling a lon 
time with the Fury of the Waves, he was at length c 


on a Deſert Iſland, where he got on Shore, in the Con- 


dition you may eaſily judge a Man in, who had eſcap'd 
ſuch a Danger. Reflecting on his cruel Adventure, not- 
withſtanding the Grief he felt, in being ſeparated from 
Conftance, and his Son, he thank'd Heaven for having 
preſerved his Life ; hoping, through its Mercies, once 

more 
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more to meet with thoſe dear Objects. With theſe 
pious Thoughts he ſearch'd the whole Ifland, from 
one End to the other, without finding any Tokens of 
its being inhabited ; he ſaw none but timid Animals, 
with whom he was forced to declare War, to preſerve 
the Life the Waves had ſpared : He thus ſpent the two 
Years of Conflance's Mourning, without meeting with 
the leaſt thing that might flatter him with the Hopes of 
ever ſeeing her again: He began to deſpair, when one 
Day, walking on the Shore, he ſaw a Man, at a Diſ- 
tance, coming towards him: His Heart was fill'd with 
Joy, and making up to it, with the Hope that his De- 
pendance on Providence had, by ſome unthought-of 


Means, ſent him a Relief; I thought, ſaid he, accoſting 


him, that I had been the only Manon this Iſland; having 
never been able to diſcover the leaſt Signs of its being 
inhabited; I no longer flatter'd myſelf with any Hopes 
of getting off it, but with your Aſſiſtance, perhaps, we 
may contrive ſome Method I never thought of. "Tis 
true, reply'd the Unknown, in a grave Voice, this 
Iſland was uninhabited before your Arrival ; as for me, 
I am but juſt now come here. How can that be, anſwer d 
John of Calais, I cannotſee a Ship that can have brought 
you. The Way I came, ſaid he, is unknown to Man: I 
find, continued he, ſeeing that John of Calais was aſto- 
niſh'd, that you are ſurpriz'd at what I ſay, but will be 
much more ſo when 1 ſhall tell you, that I am come 
only on your Account. I know you, Fohnof Calais, and 
your Misfortunes, and the Treachery of Don John; but 
know, this is not all the Affliction he prepares for you, 
he is ready to marry your Wife, who loves you tenderly, 
and tho' ſhe thinks your Death certain, ſtill continues 
faithſul to you: Paternal Authority alone, and Reaſons 
of State, force her to give her Hand to that Traitor ; 
To-morrow is appointed for their Marriage, which will 
be the laſt of her Life, if you do not appear. Good God! 
cry'd John of Calais, How can J, in my Condition, pre- 
vent all theſe Misfortunes? Alas! I with Patience bore 
the MisfortunesI was plunged into; I pray'd to Heaven, 
and truſted in its delivering me hence, ſince 8 K —— 
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ſerv'd my Life: Your Sight had added to my Hopes, 
but what you ſay throws me into the utmoſt Deſpair ; 
my perfidious Rival will be the Poſſeſſor of Conſtance, 
if I do not appear he will be ſo in a ay's-time. 
Alas! how can I appear? The fwitteſt-failing Veſſel, 
and the moſt favourable Wind, if I had them, would 
do me no good; nothing can end my Grief but Death. 
Moderate your Tranſports, reply'd the Unknown, I 
told you I came here purely on your Account; promiſe 
to give me half of that which is moſt dear to you, and 
in return I will ſwear to you, to hinder the Marriage 
and Triumph of Don 7. You may gueſs at my Pow- 
er by what I have told you; reſign yourlelf therefore 
4 to the Divine Providence, reſume your Courage, and 
4 continue a juſt Obſerver of the Laws, and you ſhall one 
4 Day know, why Heaven intereſts itſelf on your Behalf. 
John of Calais was ſo ſurpriz'd at what he heard, and 
£0 at the Confidence with which the Man ſpoke to him, 
* that be queſtion'd whether he was awake ; but reflect- 
, ing, that nothing could happen to him worſe thin what 
of he was juſt threatned with, and not being able to diſ- 
f f cover whether it was true or falſe, at that time, he re- 
# ſolved to be guided by the Unknown, and promiſed 
him therefore all he aſk'd. 

Trey then ſat down under a Tree, and his extraor- 
dinary Companion told him all that has paſs'd at the 
Court of Portugal, ſince his ſuppoſcd Death, and Con- 
fance's Efforts to preſerve her Faith inviolable, During 
this Account, John of Celais could not preſerve himſelf 
from a Drouſineſs that attack'd him; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the Concern he had in what he heard, he fell 
aſleep: But how was he aſtoniſh'd, when on waking, 
he {ound himſelf in one of the Courts of the Caſtle of 
| Liſbon He look'd all round him, and convinc'd that 
j he was not deceiv'd, he no longer queſtioned the Power 
1 of him who had brought him thither; but he was very 
8 


much at a loſs, how to gain Sight of the Princeſs: The 
miſerable Condition he was in, his Cloaths in Tatters, 
his Feet naked, his Beard of a Length proportionable to 


the time ke had been loſt, made him, with Juſtice, con- 
clude, 
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clude, that he ſhou'd not be known; yet the Hopes 
which animated him, made hem reſolve to ente: one of 
the Kitchens, an Officer of which, taking Compaſſion on 
him, ſutfer'd him to approach the Fire, and immediately 
employ'd him in carrying Wood to the Otaces. He 
acquitted himſelf exactly of the Common, ſtill con- 
triving ſome Method to ſee the Princeſs; he apprehend- 
ed, that the Preparations he ſaw making, were tor the 
Feaſt, fo fatal to his Happineſs; and his Heart was bleed- 
ing with Grief, at his not being able to find any Expe— 
dient to prevent it, when, by Shance, ſſabeila croſsꝰd 
he Cours in which he was. 79% of Calais knew her 
aguin, and look'd on her ſo attentively, that ſhe could 
not help taking notice of him; ſhe could not but recol- 
Ie& Features fo well engrav d in her Mind ; the Re- 
ſemblarce this Wretch had of 7h of Colab truck 
her, a-d viewing him from Head to Foot, ſhe caſt her 
[yes on his Hands, which he endeavour'd to ſhew her, 
and ſaw a Diamond Ring on his Finger, which ſhe knew 
had been given heretofore by Cenſtance, to that dear 
Hu: band, and which he had prelerv d notwithſtanding 
all his Misfortunes. She then no longer doubted, but 
that he was 7x of Calais himſelf; but not diſcovering 
her Thought, ſhe went immediately to the Princels's 
Apartment, and told her what ſhe had ſeen; adding, 
that ſhe did nat venture to ſpeak to him before fo many 
Witneſſes, till ſhe had received her Inſtructions. Con- 
fance, without contulting, immediately begg'd Jabella 
to conirive ſome way to let her fee him; ſhe ran, and 
finding him loaded with Wood, ordered him to carry 
it into the Princeſs's Cloſet, who waited for them with 
the utmoſt Impatience. Toba of Calais obey'd, put 
the Wood in the Place that J/abe/la ſhew'd him, and 
ſeeing no body preient to reſtrain him, and the Prin- 
ceſs looking on him attentively, he threw himſelf at 
her Fect. At this Action. Conflance eaſily diſcover'd, 
under this wretched Diiguite, the Man in the World the 
deareſt to her; ſhewasready to die with Joy, and leaping 
into his Arms, their Sig s, t'cars and Embraces alone 
expreſs'd the otion of tics, Hoarts, J/abella, who 
had taken care to {hut the Cloſct-door, came to _ 
an 
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and begging them to moderate their Tranſports, con- 
vinced them, that notime was to be loſt in informing the 
King, of John of Calais's Return, to break off the fatal 
Marriage, for which every thing was getting ready, 
Whar ſhe ſaid, was co juſt to be neglected ; they broke 
off their Embraces, to conſult on Mexfares that were 
014 nh be taken: They agreed, that the Princeſs ſhould 
nd to the King, and beg him to pals into her Apartment 
on an Affair that very much concern'd his Glory and 
Intereſt, the Secrecy of which obliged her to deſire him 
to come alone. Ihe Perſon Corftance ſent on this 
Meilage, acquitted himſelf ſo well, that the King im- 
mediately, and unattended, came to the Princeſs his 
Daughter. He was no ſooner enter'd her Cloſet, but 
the Princeſs, failing on her Knees, and embracing his 
Feet, Sir, ſaid ſhe, John of Calais is alive, and return'd ; 
will you let him be Witneſs of Nuptials that will occa- 
ſion my Death? The King of Portugal rais'd her up, 
and notwithſtanding his Surprize at the News, he 
aſſur'd her that ſhe might expect every thing from a 
Father, who lov'd her paſſionately. At this, John of 
Calais, who was conceal'd, appear'd; and putting one 
Knee to the Ground, Does the miſerable Condition in 
which I appear before you, ſuffer you, Sir, to know me ? 
The King retreating a few Steps, and recollecting him, 
O Heavens, ſaid he, ſtretching out his Arms to him, 
what do I lee! may I believe my Eyes ! Misfortunes 
have depriv'd us of you! By what Accident are you 
thus, 2nd what Miracle has brought us together again ? 
Toh: ©! Calais told. him the Treachery of Don John, 
his being thrown on the Deſert Iſle, and the ſtrange Ad- 
Vent: that had brought him from thence to Lion. 
7: King, ſenſible of all the Villany of Don Jeh»'s 
Crit, vow'd that that Day which he had deſign'd for 
1: " 2rriage, ſhould be that of his Death. He comforted 
„Calais, begg'd him to forget his Misfortunes, 
ar! put himſelf into a Condition to appear in the Eyes 
ot he Court; and embracing the Princeſs, he return'd 


to i Apartment, ſo greatly irritated againſt the Trai- 
toi, hat finding him, with a great many Lords waiting 


for hun, he bid him follow him into the Building for 
the 
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the Fire-work, that he might ſhew him ſomething that 
was wanting. Don 70h followed him, and they both 
enter'd it ; but the King, ſeeing him buſy in examin- 
ing all the Machiues, ſuodenly went out of it, and ſhut- 
ting him in, ordered it to be immediately fired. His 
Commands were obey'd with ſo much Diſpatch, that 
the Villain was conſumed before either his Crime or Pu- 
niſhment was known. The King inſtantly ſent for the 
Eſtates, who were aſſembled, and told them Don John's 
Perfidy and Puniſhment ; they all unanimouſly approved 
of the Juſtice he had done, and deteited Don John's Ac- 
tions. Then the King cauſed 79h of Calais to ::ppear, 
who was again acknowledged and proclaimed Heir to 
the Empire on the King's Demiſe, as Huſband of the 
Princeſs ; and the Eftates declared that their Son ſhould 
{ucceed them. This odd Accident reſtored Joy to the 
King of Portugal's Court, who invited all the Nobles 
of his Kingdom to come and be Witneſſes of the Hap- 
pineſs of John of Calais and the Princeſs, whoſe Love 
and Tranſports were beyond Expreſſion, 

On the Day of this famous Feaſt, when nought but 
Pleaſure was thought on, there was ſeen to enter the 
Hall, which contained this auguſt Aſſembly, a Man whoſe 
Size and Appearance were ſurprizing. They looked on 
him for ſome time without ſpeaking, but he advancing 
towards John of Calais, ſaid, See and acknowledge him 
who freed yeu from the deſart Iſland, and conducted 
you to this Palace; remember you promiſed me, as a 
Reward for that Piece of Service, half of what was moſt 
dear to you. Have you Virtue enough to keep your 
Word ? Yes, ſaid he, riſing up, Gratitude and Honour 
oblige me toit ; make your Demand, and you ſhall be 
ſatisfied. Well then, ſaid he, I muſt have half your 
Son.—7ohn of Calais ſhudder'd with Horror at theſe 
Words, Conflance turned pale, the King was afflicted, 
and the whole Aſſembly, by their Murmurs, ſhew'd their 
Indignation.— But the Man continuing his Speech to 
John of Calais, You know my Power, ſaid he, it is as 
eaſy for me to reduce this Palace to Aſhes, and to de- 
ſtroy you all, as it was to deliver you from the uninha- 
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bited Ile. Then the King offered him his Crown, but 


neither that, nor the Tears of Conftance, nor the Re- 
monftrances of the Company, could prevail on him. 
John of Calais, who had hitherto been ſilent, at length 
cry'd, It is not your Threats that make me keep the 
indiſcreet Promiſe my Love and Dread of loſing the 
Princeſs extorted from me : If your Power is of ſuch 
Extent, you know the Bottom of my Heart, and that 
tis Probity alone that makes me act thus: Then taking 
his Son by the Hand, and turning away his Eyes, trem- 
bling with Horror ; Here, ſaid he, do you divide him. 
The Spectre took him by one Foot, and ordering his 
Father to take him by the other, he drew his Scyme- 
tar, looking ſtedfaſtly o John of Calais, whom he 
found frm, notwithſtanding the Horror he was in— 
Here, ſaid he, ſoftening his Voice, I return you your 


Son, receive the Reward of your Virtue and Generoſity. 


"Twas my Fody that was tearing by the Dogs when 
you enter'd the City of Palmaria; it was my Debts you 
paid, and whoſe Body you buried. I have never quit- 
ted you fince, watchful of your Fate, and knowing your 
Soul. It was I that induced the Corſair, who had car- 
ried away the Princeſs, to caſt Anchor by your Ship, 
where you bought her, without knowing, or ſo much 
as ſeeing her, and only with the Deſign to reftore her 
to Liberty : Learn by this Example how dear to Hea- 
ven are the Virtuous. I was willing to try you, you 
have acted like yourſelf, enjoy in Peace your Happi— 
neſs, continue wiſe, moderate and conſtant, Heaven 
will not abandon you. You will truly be a Prince, be- 
cauſe you owe that Title rather to your Virtue than the 
Laws of Birth, which does not depend on us, and which 
does not make us illuſtrious, if Wiſdom does not accom- 
pany it. Saying theſe Words, the Sp-&re diſappear'd, 
and left the Aſſembly fill'd with Joy and Aſtoniſhment, 
at the happy Concluſion of the Adventure, 'The Union 
of Conſtance and John of Calais, were celebrated with 
the greateſt Magnificence, and authentickly ratified ; 
and this Prince, being willing to be no ways wanting in 
Piety, cauſed a ſtately Mauſoleum to be built to the 
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generous Phantom, who had reſtor'd him to ſo mucix 
Happineſs. | 

Tuis Hiſtory, ſaid Urania, finding Camilla had done, 
is very moving. It is eaſy, ſaid Felicia, to find out the 
Moral of it : We aretaught, that Wiſdom is preferable 
to every thing. That Generoſity, added Florinda, is 
a Virtue neceilary for a generous Mind. That Grati- 
tude, ſaid Urania, ought to have the firſt Place in the 
Heart of a Man or Honour, and that a good Action, 
ſooner or later, meets with its Reward; and to prove 
it more authentickly, I'l] tell you a true Paſſage, which 
will, I believe, pleaſe you. | 

Tre Victories that Char/es of Anjeu had gained in 
the Kingdom of Naples, over Mainfroy, natural Son 
to the Einperor Frederick the Second; neither the Death 
of that Uſurper, his Courage, nor prudent Conduct, 
could ſecure to him the peaceable Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown ; yet one generous Action gained him intirely 


the Hcarts of all his Subjects; the Army, the Eccleſi- 


aſtical State, the Nobles, and the People, all took his 
Part. Beltramo de Balſe having brought to that Prince 
the Treaſures he had taken from the Enemy, the King 
ordered him to divide it into four Parts; one for him, 
one for the Queen, the third for the Army who had 
behaved themieives ſo gallantly, and the laſt as a Re- 
ward for his Zeal and Services. Beltramo cauſed it to 
be laid in a Heap on the Ground, and getting on it, 
with his Feet divided it into three Parts; telling the 
King, that he did not deſerve to be placed in ſuch illu- 
ſtrious Company; contriving at the tame time to make 
the Army's Share the largeſt ; the King and Queen 
augmented it with their Shares, and the Viſtribution of 
it was done with their own Hands, and in io generous 
a Manner, that they who partook of it were not more 
pleaſed than the Lookers on, who had no other Intereſt 
in what they faw, than the Hopes they conceiv'd of the 
Good ſuch generous Souls would do the whole King- 
dom. This Piece of Generoſity was ſoon known ail 
over the State, and Charles was loved and revered to 
the laſt Moment of his Life, And notwithſtanding the 

M 2 Advan- 


4 — oY SR" AN 


Þ 268 ] 


Advantage the Spaniards gained over the Houſe of 


Anjou, and their long Poſſeſſion, there is even to this 


Day preſerv'd a Branch of that illuſtrious Family, which 
the Icalians call Exjo. I am charm'd at this Piece of 
Hiftory, {aid Camilla, but I think Beltramo de Balſe 
merits the ntmoſt Praiſe for his own Diſintereſtedneſs. 
J love {ſuch Denials, ſaid Felicia, they fill my Soul with 
Extaſy. True, ſaid Florinda, riſing, nothing touches 
one ſo much as the Actions of a faithful Subject; Kings 
who are bleſt th ſuch, cannot too much cheriſh them. 
This made Darius King of Pirſia ſay, upon opening a 
Pomegranate, the Seeds of which, in that Language, 
are called Spire, tliat he with'd he had as many Soptrcs 
as were in the Po:egrazate, alluding to the Name of 
Sopirus, Satropes of Pera, who had, at the Expence 
of his Life, ſhew'd his Zeal and Fidelity for him, by 
Actions that Hiſtory has made immortal. Upon this 
they all aroſe to walk, and had ſcarce takenone Turn, 
before they faw The/amont and Orophanes coming up to 


them. Tho' Lam always infinitely pleas'd wich your 


Company, ſaid Urania, advancing to meet them, and 
bluſhing, yet I owa your ſudden Return makes me ap- 
prehenſive of ſome unlucky Accident. O»/ames's Valet 
de Chambre, anſwer'd The/amont, has acquitted him- 
ſelf, Madam, of your Commands: Tho' I ſhould in- 
deed have come, if I had not received them; my Heart 
out-{tript them with the Impatience of a Man who 
apprehended he ſhould not arrive ſoon eaough to be 
the frit to inform you, that all his Happineſs depends 
now on you alone. You very much embarais me, re- 
ply'd ſhe, for God's ſake explain yourſelf; you know 
J have no Secrets to this Company; eaſe me of my 
Uneaſineſs, and be aſſured that Nania will not heſitate 
on any thing that may contribute to your Felicity. For 
my Part, ſaid Orophanes, I don't comprehend Thela- 
mont's Timidity ; During our Journey he entertained 
me with nothing but the Exceſs of his Joy, and what 
he would ſay in telling you the Occaſion of it ; but he 
is no {ſooner with you, but ſpeechleſs, confuſed and 
embarrais'd, he has not Power to tell you that 8 
. tu 


full of Gratitude for the good Offices he has juſt done 
him, has allowed his Pretenſions to you in Marriage, 
if you approve of them. Indeed, continued he, with- 
out giving him time to anſwer, I ſhall not imitate him 
in this, but hall let the beautiful Felicia know the ex- 
treme Satisfaction I feel at my Father's Conſent, which 
he has juſt given, that I may unite myſelf with you 
eternally. 

You tell us ſo many things at once, interrupted 
Camilla, laughing, that we ſcarce know where we are ; 
pray let Thelamont ipeak, fince Urania is willing, that 
we may hear what he has to ſay. I aſſure you, re- 
ply'd Thelamont, what Orophanes ſays is true; I loſt 
all Courage in entering this Place, and Fear has driven 
away the Hope with which J flatter'd myſelf in my 

ourney : But yet, Madam, continued he, addrefling 
himſelf to Urania, as my Happineſs depends on what 
I have to tell you, I mult let you know, that my Cares 
have ſo well ſucceeded, that I have brought my Re- 
lation to the Agreement Geront wiſh'd for; but my 
Kinſman being tied to me, more by the Bands of a 
long continued Friendſhipthan Blocd, and knowing the 
Temerity of my Wiſhes for you, went beyond what I 
deſired of him. I carried him to Geront, who, at 
firſt, receiv'd him but coolly ; but when my Friend 
told him, he came on Purpole to put an amicable End 
to the Law-ſuit that was depending between them, he 
grew more gentle; they each of them alledged, with 
Warmth, their Pretenſions: But, to proceed in Order, 
they both ſent for their Council, and all Animoſity 


laid afide, Geront was forced to own, that if my 


Friend proceeded to the Rigour of the Law, he ſhould 
be ruin'd. I was preſent at this Conference, and was 
ſurpriz'd to ſee my Relation take Geront afide, and 
talk with him ſoftly for ſome Time. Joining the 
Company, they both diſmiſs'd their Lawyers, and de- 
fired me to enter, with them, into Geront's Cloſet : 
When we were alone, Sir, ſaid Geront to me, your 
Friend has propos'd an Accommodation, which at firſt 
my Heart oppos'd ; but my Reaſon overcoming that, 
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has convinced me, that a Man of my Age ought not 
ta think on making a Woman unhappy, and eſpecially 
ſuch a Woman as Urania: Your Friend offers to de- 
fiſt from all further Pretenſions, and never make any 
Demands on me, on Condition that I leave Urania at 
hberty to chooſe a Huſband for herſelf, and that I ſe- 
cure to you, after my Death, the Eſtate wh:ch he 
could recover from me; willing that you ſhould enjoy 
it before, according to the Laws of Nature, h:s 
Death gives it you, as his Heir. I have therefore 
conſented to theſe two Articles, and would willingly 
add another, if Urania pleaſes, which is to marry 
you; this Hymen would give me the Satisfaction of 
thinking, that it was to her I yield my Pretenſions to 
the Eſtate in Queſtion. Geront left off ſpeaking, and 
I was ſo much aſtoniſl'd at my Friend's Generoſity, 
and the Alteration in your Guardian, that it was ſome 
Time before I could ſpeak; but, Madam, my Joy 
ſoon open'd my Mouth; I returned a thouſand Thanks 
to Ceront, I embrac'd my Relation, and ſufficiently 
ſhew'd them, that the Exceſs of my Gratitude was ow- 
ing to that of my Love. Geront careſs'd me ſincerely, 
and oblig'd me to confeſs my Sentiments; he was 
touch'd with them, and the Reſpe& you had preſerved 
for him, in not being willing to enter into any Engage- 
ment, during his Life-time, for fear of offending him. 
He made me promiſe to ſet out the next Day, and 
bring you back with me, to conclude the happy U- 
nion. I was extremely impatient to ſee Orophanes, 
to let him partake my Joy with me. As ſoon there- 
fore as I could get from Geront, I ran to look for. 
him, I found him at my Houſe, waiting for me. As 
ſoon as he ſaw me, he ran and embrac'd me; and tho? 
I knew him to be naturally of a gay Humour, it 
ſeemed to me ſo much heighten'd, that I thought he 
had been apprized of my Adventure. I returned his 
Careſſes with Tenderneſs; and the Satisfaction he ſaw 
written in my Countenance, making him think the ſame 
'Thing of me as I had done cf him, made us, almoſt at 
the ſame Time, aſk if we were informed of what had 
happened 
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happened to us. But finding that we did not under- 
ſtand one another, we began to explain, I deſired him 
to tell me what had made him ſo joyful, and that as 
ſoon as he had gratify'd my Curioſity, I would his. 
He then ſhew'd me a Letter he had juſt received from 
kis Father, in which he conſented to his Marriage with 
the amiable Felicia. As I will not deprive him of that 
Pleaſure, I leave to him the reading of it to you: I 
told him what my Relation had done, and the Altera- 
tion in Geront. When he had heard me, headviſed me 
to ſet out inſtantly, for fear of Geront's altering his 
Mind. But I was too wellconvinced of his Sincerity, and 
notwithitanding our mutual Impatience, we put off our 
coming hither to this Morning; Gerort having made 
me promiſe to bring Orophanes and my Friend to Sup- 
per with him, which I did accordingly. Never was 
there ſo agreeable a Repaſt, Orophares was never ſo 
amiable, nor ever were there Lovers more ſenſible of 
their Happineſs than were he and I. Geront embracing 
me, Charged me with this Letter to convince you of 
the Sincerity of his Alteration, We parted with the 
greateſt Marks of Friendſhip, and as on as Day ap- 
pear'd, Orophanes and I took Horſe. We met Or/a- 
mes's Valet de Chambre, who knowing me, gave me 
your Letter, and told us partly, what had prevented: 
your Deſign of going to Beliſas. You fee, Madam, 
continued {he/amont, in what ſtate Things are, tis you 
that are now to pronounce the Sentence of my Life or 
Death. As ſoon as The/amont had done ſpeaking, her 
three Friends ran and embraced Urania; the Pleaſure 
they felt at ſeeing her happy, even drew Tears. from 
their Eyes. Urenia returned their Careſſes, 
with Tenderneſs, and the Modeſty which was inſepara- 
ble from all her Actions. And finding them inipacient 
to hear Geront's Letter, ſhe opened it, and read aloud 
theſe following Words, 
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GERONT to URANIA. 


'T belongs to you alone to reſtore them to Reaſon who 

have loſt it; return, Madam, and enjoy the Effeds 

of what you have done: See me, without Conſtraint, 

fet my Hand to Thelamont's Happineſs, and be per- 

ſuaded that nothing can give me greater Pleaſure than 

your Marriage. I wait for you with the Impatience of 
« Father who longs to ſee his Children happy.” 


GERONT, 


WE11, Madam, ſaid The/amont, throwing himſelf 
at her Feet, may I flatter myſelf that you do not op- 
poſe my eternal Felicity? Yes, reply'd ſhe, my Heart 
with Joy ratifies the Gift Geront has made you of my 
Hand; my Mind is too well known to you, for you to 
queſtion my Sincerity : But we have been taken up 
enough about ourſelves, dear Thelamont, added ſhe, 
raiſing him up, let us now partake of the Joy of Oro- 
phanes and Felicia. T am ſo tranſported with yours, 
reply'd that agreeable Lady, that I can hear nothing 
that can pleafe me more. Ah! charming Felicia, cry'd 
Orephanes, tis no longer time to talk in that manner; 
confeſs therefore, that you conſent to my Happineſs 
with Pleaſure, you owe me this Acknowledgment, for 
all the Uneaſineſs I have ſuffer'd upon your Account. 
Felicia ſmiled at Orophanes's Vivacity, and not being 
willing to imbitter his Joys, reply'd in a Manner that 
convinced him he was as dear to her as ſhe was to him. 
Florinda and Camilla thought they could not enough 
congratulate their four Friends, whom they truly 
eitecmed; but it being Supper-time, they all placed 
themſelves at Table, and the Content of their Hearts 
extended itſelf to their Minds; this Repaſt ſurpaſs'd 
the preceeding ones in the Sprightlineſs of Converſa- 
tion. Nania gave an exact Account of their Employ - 
iments during their Abſence. Hortenſia and Melintas 
were not forgot. Felicia repeated Olympia's Adven- 
tures; they all lamented Arimont, and were wy" 
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with the Shepherds: But Supper over, they laid aſide 
all Converſation but what related to themſelves. Thela- 
mont, Orophanes, Urania and Felicia interchanged a 
thouſand mutual Aſſurances of eternal Love; and as 
they were to ſet out the next Morning, the two Friends 
and Lovers conducted Urania and Felicia to their 
Apartment. "Twas there that Camilla and Florinda 
made Urania promiſe not to quit that Retirement en- 
tirely for the Town; but that ſhe would ſometimes 
come thither, in return for the innocent Pleaſures ſhe 
had there taſted, and the agreeable News ſhe had there 
heard. I conſent with all my heart, ſaid Orophanes, the 
Library has occaſion'd Diſcourſes I can never forget. 
We'll come again, reply'd Nania, and conſult it; and 
ſince you have been diverted with it, I ſhall defire The- 
lamont to give me leave to retire hither with you. If 
you will let me be one of the Party, anſwer'd The- 
lamont, laughing, you may depend, beautiful Urania, 
on my Obedience. After ſome farther Diſcourſe, this 
charming Society ſeparated to go to Reſt, and to pre- 
pare for their Departure. Thelamont and — 
who had not a long time enjoy'd the Sweets of Sleep, 
now found it interrupted by the Exceſs of their Joy. 
Urania and Felicia partook of their Watchfulneſs; but 
the Cauſe was too agreeable, to make them complain. 
So the Day ended, with the Hopes of their Happineſs 
being ſoon compleated ; and our four Lovers reflected, 
that it was better to arrive at Felicity ſlowly and by 
Degrees, ſtil! treading in the Paths of Wiſdom, than, 
by ftraying from Virtue, to acquire a ſpeedy Happi- 
neſs: and that the good Conduct of Kings, Princes, 
private Men, and all Mankind in general, could not be 
otherwiſe gained, than by Study; the Light of which 
is as a Torch, to illuminate them in all their Actions. 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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